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Robert Plant and Jimmy Page of Led Zeppelin.Corbis via Getty ImagesThe dazzling disco thrills and epic rock anthems of the 1970s are often cited as primary reasons for the decades abundance of profound musical works. While this is certainly the case, the 1970s saw a number of genres flourish apart from just rock and disco. Everything from funk,
soul and R&B to country, folk and reggae music emerged during the decade, and more importantly several artists within these styles established the gold standard for what exceptional music should sound like in these genres. And the same can be said about both rock and disco music, as many consider the pinnacle of these genres to come from
artists of the 70s. The Sheer number of exemplarily bands and artists that existed during the 1970s makes it all the more difficult in deciding who were ultimately the decades greatest. In an effort to construct a list of this type, a deep dive into the decades most popular genres was taken into account, and furthermore an investigation into which bands
and artists produced the most timeless and influential work. With the latter being the ultimate factor in determining this list, its clear that rock and disco played a massive role in shaping the sound of the 70s, with groups such as Led Zeppelin, Bee Gees, and Pink Floyd reigning as some of the most acclaimed and popular acts of the decade. However,
there are a handful of other artists outside of these styles that have since gone onto influence much of modern pop-culture and todays most popular artists. Verdine White, Maurice White, Philip Bailey and Al McKay of Earth, Wind & Fire perform on stage, ... More February 3, 1978.Getty Images The euphoric thrills and charming melodies of Earth,
Wind & Fire made for some of the most exceptional sonic sensations of the 1970s. Disco and funk were emerging as some of the leading genres of the decade, and Earth, Wind & Fire played a big role in their rise to popularity. However, more than other disco and funk acts of the 70s, Earth, Wind & Fire managed to traverse beyond the 70s as a result
of their exemplarily albums and groovy hits including September, Boogie Wonderland, Fantasy and After the Love Has Gone. To date, theres not been another funk powerhouse to match the influence of the remarkable legacy of Earth, Wind & Fire. Ian Anderson, John Glascock and Martin Barre of Jethro Tull perform on stage at The Apollo Theatre ...
More in Glasgow, Scotland on February 2, 1977.RedfernsAs early pioneers of the progressive and folk rock genres, Jethro Tull had a significant influence on experimental music and rock altogether. The 1970s were certainly the band at their peak with 1971s Aqualung routinely being cited as the most influential and acclaimed record in their
discography. From producing hits Aqualung, Locomotive Breath and Cross-Eyed Mary the Aqualung album was undoubtedly a critical success for the group, and it only helped with their following achievements on albums Thick As A Brick and A Passion Play, both of which reached No.1 on the U.S. charts. Without question, founder and lead songwriter
Ian Anderson laid the ground work for many of rocks most formidable names in the decades to follow, moreover he and the rest of Jethro Tull created some the most cherished records of the decade. 23. The Doobie BrothersJeff "Skunk" Baxter, John Hartman, Patrick Simmons, Keith Knudsen, Tiran Porter and Michael McDonald ... More (center) of
The Doobie Brothers pose for a portrait in 1976.gettyThe funky upbeat rhythms combined with the soulful rock melodies of Michael McDonald made for one of the most ingenious and exceptional bands of the 1970s. As far as 70s music goes, The Doobie Brothers crafted some of the decades most esteemed songs with Listen to the Music, Long Train
Running, and What A Fool Believes.While the band would go on to release 15 studio albums with their latest being 2021s Libert, The Doobie Brothers legacy is largely regarded as being one of the most acclaimed and popular of any band from the 70s.22. James BrownJames Brown waves to fans in Harlem during a visit to New York City on May 3,
1979.RedfernsAs one of the most prolific contemporary American artists, James Brown would go on to see multiple decades of success and groundbreaking albums throughout his career. Although the 1960s generated a majority of the singers most popularized funk and soul anthems, the 70s were one of Browns most notable decades as well.From
world renown hits Its Mans Mans Mans World, to Get Up Offa That Thing, Brown saw another massive wave of success at the beginning of the decade, eventually culminating in him releasing his 48th studio album by the end the 70s. While the singers career came to a close in 2006 following his death, the 70s certainly brought some of Browns most
revered and influential works.21. Steely DanJim Hodder, Walter Becker, Denny Dias, Jeff "Skunk" Baxter and Donald Fagen of the rock and roll ... More band Steely Dan pose for a portrait in 1973.gettyThe New York rock outfit lead by songwriting duo Walter Becker and Donald Fagen have become synonymous with the soft-rock and yacht-rock sub-
genres ever since their breakout success in the 1970s. Albums Cant Buy A Thrill and Aja are constantly cited as essential albums from the decade and rock genre altogether, with hits Do It Again, Reelin In The Years, and Peg only adding to their legendary stature.Steely Dan had an undeniably massive sonic presence throughout the 1970s, which is
made all the more significant considering the group didnt appeal to the typical rock or disco tropes of the decade.20. AerosmithThe Massachusetts rock outfit is still one of the most popular and esteemed bands of the entire genre, however, Aerosmiths career throughout the 70s was the band firing all cylinders and breaking traditional rock formulas
at the time. Between their 1973 self-titled album to 1975s Toys In the Attic, Aerosmith produced their most successful hits to date with songs Dream On, Sweet Emotion and Walk This Way.Steven Tyler, Joe Perry, Joey Kramer and Tom Hamilton played a significant role in sculpting the sound of the 70s, and furthermore without Aerosmith modern
rock would not sound and look like what it does today.19. The WhoBassist John Entwistle, singer Roger Daltrey, drummer Keith Moon and guitarist Pete Townshend of The ... More Who perform onstage in circa 1973.Getty ImagesThe frantic high octane rock antics of The Who have played a major part in shaping much of modern rock and even pop
music. Beyond the bands notorious behavior, The Whos music throughout the 70s was as superb and impactful as any of their likeminded British rock piers, although The Who had quite the breakout in the previous decade with albums Tommy and My Generation.However, with their 1971 alboum Whos Next Roger Daltrey, Keith Moon, Pete Townshend
and John Entwistle achieved their magnum opus as heard on hits Baba ORiley, Behind Blue Eyes and Wont Get Fooled Again. This album and The Whos career at large have cemented them as one of rocks and the last centurys most notable bands, moreover a foundational pillar to the 70s music scene.18. John DenverJohn Denver performs live at the
Jaap Eden Hall in Amsterdam, Netherlands on July 8, 1979.RedfernsThe signature country folk bliss of John Denver has been cherished within pop-culture throughout the last 50 years. Hit songs Take Me Home, Country Roads, Rocky Mountain High and Leaving On a Jet Plane have become iconic works of not only Denver but American folk music
entirely. Through these hits and the singers charismatic allure, he grew to become one of the decades most accomplished songwriters.While Denver tragically passed in tragic aviation accident in 1997, his legacy and music continue to resonate amongst millions of adoring fans and musicians to this very day.17. AC/DCMalcolm Young, Bon Scott,
Angus Young, Cliff Williams and Phil Rudd of the Australian rock band ... More AC/DC pose in a studio in London in August of 1979.RedfernsThe Australian hard rock outfit are undoubtedly one of the rock genres most respected and influential bands, but much of their early success was a result of their breakthrough with vocalist Bon Scott. Scott
fronted the band from 1974 up until 1980, when he tragically passed, though his tenure in the band brought world renown hits Highway To Hell, TNT and Its A Long Way to the Top (If You Wanna Rock N Roll), which are still some of the bands most celebrated songs.While AC/DC have since gone on to produce some of the rock genres most acclaimed
and highest selling albums specifically with 1980s Back In Black, which marked the debut of the bands new singer Brian Johnson AC/DCs longstanding career rests on the solid foundation they built with Bonn Scott during the 70s.16. Deep Purple Jon Lord, Glenn Hughes, Ian Paice, David Coverdale and Richie Blackmore of Deep Purple pose for a ...
More group portrait on December 9, 1973 in Copenhagen, Denmark.RedfernsThe early foundations of the hard rock and heavy metal genres were laid out throughout the 1970s, and Deep Purple were one of the primary contractors. While the band has seen various lineup changes throughout its existence, Glenn Hughes, Ian Gillan, Jon Lord, Ian Paice
and Ritchie Blackmore are considered to be the bands most formidable lineup, as together they produced hits Highway Star, Child In Time and Smoke on the Water.However, the band early success in the 70s was only the start of their rather lengthy career, as vocalist David Coverdale would replace Ian Gillian in the mid-70s and help produce a new
wave of success the band hadnt yet seen with albums 1974s Burn and 1978s When We Rock, We Rock and When We Roll, We Roll. To this day Deep Purple are routinely cited as one of rock and early heavy metals most influential bands, and furthermore one of the most popular groups of the 1970s rock scene.15. Marvin GayeSoul singer Marvin Gaye
plays piano circa 1974. Getty ImagesThe melancholic melodies and poignant themes sung by Marvin Gaye are what have made him one of the most iconic artists in all of American music. To say the least, Gayes seminal 1971 album Whats Going On has been one of the most influential and revered albums of the last century. Combined with the singers
other works from the 1970s including Lets Get It On and I Want You, Marvin Gaye had one of the most well respected and acclaimed musical outputs of the decade.Hits Whats Going On, Lets Get It On and I Want You have remained some of the most popular works of Marvin Gaye, and many modern artists routinely cite him as being primary influence
in their musical upbringing.14. Al GreenSoul singer Al Green performs on stage circa 1974.gettyThe powerful records of Al Green were not only mainstays of the the 70s musical renaissance, but are some of the soul and R&B genres most defining works. Nearly all of the Arkansas singers greatest hits and popularized records were produced during
the 70s, with songs Love and Happiness, Lets Stay Together and Take Me to the River still resonating as influential pieces within modern music.Al Greens stamp on the 70s music scene cant be undermined, and if anything his legacy after all these years has cemented him as one of the decades most important artists.13. Elton JohnElton John
performing on stage.RedfernsAs one of the most successful solo artists in pop-rock, Elton John saw some of his most thriving years throughout the 1970s. During the decade the British songwriter would go on to become a multiplatinum selling artists with albums Madman Across The Water and Honky Chateau, which produced world renown hits Tiny
Dancer and Rocket Man, among others.Since then not only has Elton John continued to break boundaries in todays pop scene, but his legacy from the 70s is regarded as one of the most highly acclaimed of any solo artists.12. Bill WithersAmerican soul and R&B musician Bill Withers in New York City, 1971. Getty ImagesThe soothing, rich, and
sometimes haunting voice of Bill Withers has made one of the most lasting impressions on modern music ever since his breakout success in the 70s. Withers performance on multiplatinum hits such as Aint No Sunshine and Lovely Day are some examples of the singers ingenious and infectious vocal delivery, which has since influenced a plethora of
modern pop and R&Bs most formidable names.With seven of his eight studio albums releasing during the 1970s, Withers career was largely at its peak during the decade, though his influence and cherished anthems continue to resonate throughout pop-culture and modern music.11. Black SabbathGeezer Butler, Tony lommi, Bill Ward and Ozzy
Osbourne of Black Sabbath, circa 1970.WireImageThe pioneers of the heavy metal genre were at their height in the 1970s. Unlike many acts of the decade, Black Sabbath went for a darker and grittier sound in their musical direction compared to other rock bands at the time. In doing so, Ozzy Osbourne, Tonni lommi, Geezer Butler and Bill Ward laid
the groundwork for one of the most popular and well respected genres in contemporary music heavy metal. Whether you listen to their anthemic hits Paranoid, War Pigs or Iron Man, or their deeper, heavier cuts like Sabbath Bloody Sabbath or Symptom Of The Universe, Black Sabbaths sonic attitude and ingenious musicianship is fully transparent,
and theres no other act with an similar oneness from their respective decade.10. Dolly PartonAmerican singer, songwriter and actress Dolly Parton, performs with a guitar, 1976.RedfernsAs one of the most well-respected and acclaimed artists from the last century, Dolly Parton has had one of the single biggest impacts on both the popular and
country music genres since her breakout success in the 1970s. As a songwriter, her work has been covered countless times, with famous renditions of her hits performed by Whitney Houston, Miley Cyrus, and Beyonc among other modern artist.While Parton has had a prolific career throughout the last five decades, releasing 49 studio albums, her
1974 album Jolene was the catalyst that turned her into an international sensation with hits Jolene and I Will Always Love You (famously covered as a 1990s favorite by Whitney Houston) among her other many masterful works from the decade.9. Fleetwood MacJohn McVie, Christine McVie, Stevie Nicks, Mick Fleetwood and Lindsey Buckingham of
Fleetwood Mac ... More pose for a portrait in 1975.gettyFleetwood Macs ingenious amalgamation of folk and rock styles is one of the primary reason theyve remained so relevant since the mid 70s. However, ever since Stevie Nicks and Lindsey Buckingham joined the group for its 10th studio album in 1975, Fleetwood Macs career saw completely new
planes of success. To this day, 1977s Rumors, the bands second record with Nicks and Buckingham, is hailed as Fleetwood Macs magnum opus, largely because its the groups most popular album.The Grammy-winning diamond album has produced nearly all of the bands most notable hits including Dreams, The Chain, Go Your Own Way and Landslide
among others. Without question, the addition of Nicks and Buckingham has enabled Fleetwood Mac not only to become one of most popular bands in history, but has solidified them as one of the greatest bands of the 70s.8. Bob MarleyJamaican Reggae musician, songwriter and singer Bob Marley performs on stage in Stockholm, Sweden.Getty
ImagesThe international sensation that Bob Marley stirred within 1970s pop culture has persisted over the last five decades. Not only did Marley help pioneer the Reggae genre altogether, but with his songwriting and messaging, Marley was able to reinvigorate a sense of love and wisdom through music.While his 1984 greatest hits album, Legend,
remains one of the highest selling albums of all time, Marley was most active during the 1970s releasing 10 studio albums, which produced international hits from the likes of Is This Love, Stir It Up and No Woman, No Cry, among several others. Unfortunately, Marleys life ended far too soon after he lost his battle with cancer in 1981, however, his
legacy and posthumous career has been one of the most long lasting and highly revered of any artist from the 70s.7. The EaglesGlenn Frey, Don Henley, Joe Walsh, and Don Felder of The Eagles perform on the television show "Don ... More Kirschner's Rock Concert," 1979.Getty ImagesAs one of the most popular rock bands of all time, and
furthermore one of the highest selling bands in history with Hotel California and Their Greatest Hits, The Eagles were by in large one of the 1970s most defining musical acts. Key members Joe Walsh, Don Henley, Timothy B. Schmit, Glenn Frey and Don Fedder formed in Los Angeles in 1971 and released six of the bands seven studio albums
throughout the decade.With hits Hotel California, Take It Easy and Life In The Fast Lane, among others, The Eagles have stood the test of time as one of rocks most respected and cherished acts, easily making them one of the 1970s most formidable music groups.6. Stevie WonderStevie Wonder performs on stage in 1981.RedfernsThe infectious
grooves and soulful melodies of Stevie Wonder cant be replicated, and for over six decades Wonder has remained one of most respected and popularized artists in contemporary music. Despite the singer starting his career in the early 60s, it wasnt until the 1970s when Wonders work was truly embraced and his talents got the attention they deserved.
Albums Talking Book, Inversions and Songs in the Key of Life made the singer into a global sensation, producing hits Sir Duke, Superstition and Isnt She Lovely, among a plethora of others.The sheer number of hits and songwriting credits Wonder has under his belt is a feat in its own right, however, his work throughout the 1970s is his most highly
regarded and acclaimed, and given the lasting impact this era has had on modern music makes Wonder one of the greatest and most important artists of the 70s.5. ABBABenny Andersson, Anni-Frid Lyngstad, Agnetha Faltskog and Bjorn Ulvaeus of the Swedish pop group ... More Abba.AFP via Getty ImagesThe Swedish pop act are undoubtedly one of
the biggest European groups from the 70s, and to this day ABBA are still one of Europes most successful contemporary artists. Causing an international sensation with multiplatinum hits Dancing Queen and Gimme! Gimme! Gimme!, ABBA brought some of the most celebrated hits of the disco era.However, unlike a majority of disco and pop acts who
lost their relevancy at the turn of the decade, ABBA have seemingly remained relevant over the years as their records from the 70s continue to find a timeless appreciation amongst new generations. ABBAs Agnetha Fltskog, Bjrn Ulvaeus, Benny Andersson and Anni-Frid Frida Lyngstad are a rare case from the 1970s disco and pop scenes that have
been able outlast musical trends with their wholeheartedly brilliant songwriting and sonic charisma.4. Bee GeesMaurice, Barry, and Robin Gibb of the Bee Gees performing at the Music for UNICEF Concert at the ... More United Nations General Assembly in New York City in January of 1979.Getty ImagesFrom hits Stayin Alive to How Deep Is Your
Love, Bee Gees became the face of the 70s music, and today theyre still overwhelmingly seen as a big part of the pop culture from the decade. While the trio didnt see their massive break until 1977 after their contributions to the soundtrack on Saturday Night Fever, the wave of international success the group saw immediately solidified them as one
of the decades most formidable and popular acts.The disco and pop anthems of brothers Barry, Robin, and Maurice Gibb have forever impacted contemporary music, and the group is still one of the most recognizable and successful artists from the decade for their timeless contributions to music and pop-culture.3. QueenFreddie Mercury and Brian
May of Queen perform on stage.RedfernsWhile Queens career was met with great success in both the 1970s and 80s, the 70s saw much of the rock groups finest work, some of which has aged finer than any other rock act from their respective era. A Night At The Opera, Queens seminal 1975 masterpiece which produced hits Youre My Best Friend,
Love Of My Life and top 70s song Bohemian Rhapsody, is still praised as one of the most mesmerizing contemporary musical works of all time.What Freddie Mercury, Roger Taylor, top guitarist Brian May and John Deacon achieved with this record is a testament to the wonders and power of music, and moreover rocks timeless qualities when done to
this degree. Although Freddie Mercury tragically passed in the early 90s, Queens legacy is still one of the most respected and robust of any band in history, especially that of a band from the 1970s.2. Pink FloydNick Mason, David Gilmour, Roger Waters and Rick Wright of ZZPink Floyd.RedfernsAs kings of prog-rock, Pink Floyd helped to popularize
the sub-genre of progressive music with their powerful songwriting and iconic concept albums. However, the 1970s were unquestionably the bands most defining decade, as the decade saw the bands 1973 opus Dark Side Of The Moon, a diamond selling album thats seamlessly traversed through every decade of pop-culture since its inception.Roger
Waters and David Gilmore, the bands two most prominent members, were ingenious in their approach to songwriting and instrumentation, which can be heard on their many hits from the decade including Money, Wish You Were Here, Time and so many more. While the band is no longer together or function as it once did, Pink Floyd are easily one of
the last centuries most revered bands, making them an essential artist from the 70s.1. Led ZeppelinJohn Paul Jones, Robert Plant, John Bonham (behind drum kit) and Jimmy Page of British heavy rock ... More group Led Zeppelin performing at Earl's Court, London in May of 1975.Getty Imageslts hard to put into words the colossal impact that Led
Zeppelin had in the 70s and within rock music altogether. Today the bands infectious influence still persists throughout contemporary music, with their reverence having exponentially grown over the past decades. It could be a result of the recent nostalgia for gritty, raw and old school rock and roll, or simply a result of the bands timeless music from
hits like Stairway To Heaven, Immigrant Song and Whole Lotta Love being passed down to new generations.Whatever the reasons are, John Bonham, Robert Plant, Jimmy Page and John Paul Jones were the essence of lightning in a bottle from their musicianship, songwriting and chemistry as a band, and to this day theres still not been another band
or artist that glimmers with the same kind of oneness as Led Zeppelin once did.Bottom LineAmongst rock, disco, funk, R&B and few other genres, these artists produced the most exemplarily, timeless and influential work of the decade. While there were a number of hugely popular acts and artists that didnt make this list, the artists above better fit
the criteria by showcasing timeless musical work and a reverence within pop-culture today.Criteria: Rock 'n' Roll Music Artists Of The 1970's based equally on Musical and Commercial Impact, Influence & Importance of their Recorded Work from 1970-1979 only.Edited By: LewLast Updated: 2024-08-02Greatest Rock Artists 1970sStevie WonderLed
ZeppelinElton John1970s Songs PlaylistPink FloydRolling StonesThe Eaglesl. Stevie Wonder2. Led Zeppelin3. Elton John4. Pink Floyd5. Rolling Stones6. The Eagles7. Marvin Gaye8. Queen9. James Brown10. The Who1l1. Black Sabbath12. Aretha Franklin13. David Bowiel4. Paul McCartney/Wings15. Parliament/Funkadelic16. The Isley Brothers17.
Fleetwood Mac18. John Lennon19. Bee Gees20. Chicago21. Bob Marley22. The Jackson 523. Earth, Wind & Fire24. Al Green25. Bruce Springsteen26. KISS27. The Clash28. Curtis Mayfield29. Lynyrd Skynyrd30. Eric Clapton/Derek & the Dominos31. Alice Cooper32. Gladys Knight & The Pips33. The Allman Brothers Band34. Aerosmith35. Neil
Young36. Bob Dylan37. Rod Stewart38. The O'Jays39. The Ramones40. Rush41. Bob Segerd2. Steve Miller Band43. Grateful Dead44. The Beach Boys45. George Harrison46. Sly and the Family Stone47. Peter Frampton48. Elvis Presley49. Crosby, Stills, Nash, & Young50. Billy Joel51. Deep Purple52. Creedence Clearwater Revival53. Three Dog
Night54. Temptations55. Boston56. Jackson Browne57. Joni Mitchell58. Commodores59. Jim Croce60. AC/DC61. The Spinners62. Kool & The Gang63. Doobie Brothers64. Yes65. War66. ZZ Top67. The Guess Who68. Emerson, Lake & Palmer69. The Staple Singers70. James Taylor71. Barry White72. Bachman-Turner Overdrive73. Jethro Tull74. Bad
Company75. Steely Dan76. Santana77. Moody Blues78. Electric Light Orchestra79. Sex Pistols80. Grand Funk Railroad81. Journey82. Foreigner83. Kinks84. Patti Smith85. Rufus, featuring Chaka Khan86. Kansas87. Harold Melvin & the Blue Notes88. Heart89. Donna Summer90. The Chi-Lites91. Paul Simon92. Linda Ronstadt93. America94. Styx95.
The Doors96. Van Morrison97. Blondie98. Van Halen99. Carole King100. Lou Reed101. Supertramp102. Genesis103. Jeff Beck104. Tom Petty & the Heartbreakers105. Cat Stevens106. King Crimson107. J. Geils Band108. Traffic109. Mott The Hoople110. Warren Zevonl111. Janis Joplin112. Iggy Pop113. Blue Oyster Cult114. Four Tops115. The
Band116. Ringo Starrl117. Diana Ross118. Todd Rundgren119. Ten Years After120. Cheap Trick121. Ohio Players122. The Stylistics123. Joe Cocker124. Humble Pie125. Foghat126. The Delfonics127. Bobby Womack128. Jefferson Starship129. Ted Nugent130. The Supremes131. Edgar Winter132. Sweet133. The Dramatics134. Uriah Heep135. The
Whispers136. Bill Withers137. Carly Simon138. Rainbow139. The Dells140. Nazareth141. Joe Simon142. Johnnie Taylor143. Issac Hayes144. Joe Walsh145. Badfinger146. Elvis Costello & The Attractions147. The Three Degrees148. 10cc149. Golden Earring150. Alan Parsons Project151. Stephen Stills152. Average White Band153. Eddie
Kendricks154. Ike & Tina Turner155. Dave Mason156. Wilson Pickett157. Marshall Tucker Band158. Roxy Music159. The New York Dolls160. Slade161. Meat Loaf162. Boz Scaggs163. Judas Priest164. Harry Nilsson165. The Miracles166. Thin Lizzy167. Rick Derringer168. T-Rex169. The James Gang170. Dan Fogelberg171. Nitty Gritty Dirt Band172.
Little Feat173. Don McLean174. The Knack175. The Hollies176. Rare Earth177. Manfred Mann's Earth Band178. Bootsy Collins179. Dr. John180. The Impressions181. Southside Johnny & The Asbury Jukes182. Orleans183. The Grass Roots184. Brownsville Station185. Spirit186. Smokey Robinson187. Robin Trower188. Clarence Carter189. Dave
Edmunds190. Chuck Berry191. Molly Hatchet192. Charlie Daniels Band193. Black Oak Arkansas194. Joe Tex195. Tower Of Power196. Tyrone Davis197. Billy Preston198. Rose Royce199. Rufus Thomas200. Television- - For Links to - -Rock, Rap, R&B, Metal, and more music lists,Click "Main Music Page".First published:2004-02-26Disclaimer: There is
nothing 'Official' about these lists. They are compiled by the 'editor' using thestated criteria, and revised considering the competent suggestions of visitors to this website only.DigitalDreamDoor.com is to be used forentertainment, educational, or research purposes only.Copyright 2004 DigitalDreamDoor.comAll photos are property and copyright of
their owners and are provided for educationalpurposesonly.All text is copyright of DigitalDreamDoor.comPrivacy Policy|Contact DDD Following the bubble gum pop records of the 1950s and 1960s, the 1970s brought us rock bands that many consider among the most legendary of all time.The 1970s gave rock fans a new type of sound that was more
blues and folk-infused after the previous decades rampant psychedelic sounds and melodies. The focus was on songwriting and storytelling, with glimpses of the arena rock gods of the 1980s beginning to peek through.With that established, we decided to look at 30 of the most famous rock bands of the 1970s. There is no need for disco here, so fire up
the record player and lets enjoy the list.The quintessential 1970s rock band Led Zeppelin made waves in their native England before hopping across the pond to the United States.Their first two albums, released in 1968 and 1969, were already stunning successes. The third and fourth albums, however, became some of the most successful records in
rock history.The fourth album in particularwhich is untitled but called Led Zeppelin IV by fansfeatures hits such as Black Dog, Rock and Roll, and Stairway to Heaven and sold 37 million copies worldwide. Of course, we do not have to tell you how influential Stairway to Heaven became in rock through the years.Led Zeppelin released six total albums
in the 70s before disbanding after drummer John Bonhams death in 1980. Still, their legacy endures.Another English rock band, Pink Floyd found success thanks to their emphasis on lyricism and musical ability.The band shot to fame and stardom on the strength of a string of albums released from 1973 to 1979.0f particular note in this period was the
release of 1973s Dark Side of the Moon. That album is considered one of the most crucial rock albums ever released.Pink Floyd bookended the 1970s with the release of The Wall, another stunning concept album that spawned a film in 1982.The band would struggle in the remaining years due to internal strife between singer Roger Waters and the
other band members. Waters would leave Pink Floyd for a solo career in 1984, not returning to the group until 2005.British-American rock band Fleetwood Mac is the ultimate example of using pain, frustration, and band strife to fuel success rather than breed contempt.A string of band member departures led the remaining members to turn to folk-
rock duo Lindsey Buckingham and Stevie Nicks, who soon joined the band.The addition of these two led to the bands most successful period with their self-titled albums release in 1975.However, the struggles between Nicks and Buckinghams rocky relationship, a failed marriage between fellow band members John and Christine McVie, and Mick
Fleetwoods divorce put a serious strain on the band.That strain, though, led to the rock classic Rumours in 1977, which featured four top-10 singles in the United States and a Grammy Award for Album of the Year in 1978.In 1973, two Scottish brothers, Malcolm and Angus Young, formed AC/DC in Sydney, Australia.With seven albums released by the
band in the 1970s alone, AC/DC gained success despite the death of a band member, constant lineup changes, and band turmoil. The bands 1979 release, Highway to Hell, became a hit in the United States.Regardless of the bands issues, AC/DC continued to release records into the 1980s and achieved greater heights. They eventually became one of
the best-selling musical groups, with over 200 million records sold worldwide.From Jacksonville, Florida, Lynyrd Skynyrd became one of the most well-known southern rock bands on the strength of two songs: Sweet Home Alabama and Free Bird. Both songs became instant rock classics and propelled the band into the stratosphere.With six albums
released before 1977, the band seemed destined to sustain their success into the next decade. Then, tragedy struck. An airplane crash killed lead singer Ronnie Van Zant, Steve Gaines, and backup singer Cassie Gaines.Without Van Zant, the soul of the band was gone. However, Lynyrd Skynyrd was able to reform with new members in 1987, including
Van Zants brother Johnny taking over on vocals.Related: For more like Lynyrd Skynyrd, check out our list of southern rock bands here.It goes without saying that Queen is one of the many rock bands that define the concept without thought. Led by flamboyant and bombastic frontman Freddie Mercury, Queen became a sensation by combining rock
sensibilities with Mercurys intellect.The result was a group that produced some of the mega-hits of the 1970s, including the classic Bohemian Rhapsody and others like We Will Rock You and We Are the Champions.The bands success extended into the 1980s when they played one of the most appreciated live sets of all time at Live Aid at Wembley
Stadium in 1985.Sadly, Mercurys early-1990s AIDS diagnosis compromised his immune system, enough for a case of pneumonia to ultimately end his life. The other members of the Queen are still alive and, in honor of their late vocalist, contributed to a Mercury biopic called Bohemian Rhapsody.In 1967, Chicago formed in, well, Chicago. The 1970s
were an exceptionally busy time for the band from Illinois as they released 10 albums over the decade.Endless accolades and commercial success followed them, with multiple albums reaching #1 on the Billboard sales charts.Several songs from these albums are soft-rock hits that still receive regular rotation on your favorite classic rock stations.
Those songs include Baby, What a Big Surprise and If You Leave Me Now.As of 2023, the Lincoln State band has recorded 38 albums total, including a Christmas album. Despite the ever-changing lineup, Chicago will soon approach its 60th anniversary.There was something about city and state-themed bands in the 1970s, and Kansas is another
example of this thought process.Formed in 1973 after the merging of two rival bands and the disbandment of the first version of the group, Kansas would complete four albums before their most successful hit, Carry on My Wayward Son.Wayward Sonthe single specificallysold over a million copies. Another Kansas hit, Dust in the Wind achieved
similar success.Kansas released a new album, The Absence of Presence, in 2020. Three years later, they dropped Another Fork in the Road50 Years of Kansas, a special three-disc compilation commemorating their 50th anniversary.If you ever need the poster kids for rock gods, Kiss is likely one of your first thoughts. The goth-inspired, makeup- and
costumed-heavy metal group started in 1973. The band quickly gained a reputation for high-energy shows that had every mom clutching their pearls.Consisting of Gene Simmions, Ace Frehley, Peter Criss, and Paul Stanley, Kiss launched a party rock anthem with Rock and Roll All Nite in 1975. They would never be the same again, touring worldwide
and creating a legion of fans known as the Kiss Army.Simmons and company continue to tour in the 2020s, but their ubiquitous logo and ravenous fans continue to give the band all the merchandise money they will ever need.Yes, there was another city-named band in the 1970s. Boston formed in Massachusetts in 1975 and immediately gained a
following.Their self-titled debut album was released in 1976. That album became one of the most successful debut albums of all time with 17 million copies sold.Three of its songsMore Than a Feeling, Long Time, and Peace of Mindhelped fuel the albums success.Two years later, Boston returned to the airwaves with another album, Dont Look Back.
While that album never reached the heights of the Boston, it was successful.Though lead singer Brad Delp passed away in 2007, the band soldiered on, releasing albums and touring. Their latest release was Life, Love & Hope in 2013.New York rock group Steely Dan defied expectations as a band in the 1970s. Instead of a group with stable
membership, band founders Walter Becker and Donald Fagen opted for their band lineup to change.On top of that, they decided against live performances and worked solely as a studio band. This thought allowed Steely Dan nearly limitless time to be creative.While they had limited success, the release of 1977s Aja gave the band the commercial
boost they needed. The album peaked at #3 on the Billboard 200 chart and earned the group a Grammy for sound engineering.Steely Dan released albums until 2003. They even took up touring until Beckers 2017 passing. Fagen, the only member remaining, still performs as Steely Dan, though.Another band from Chicago, Styx has one of the most
unique group names. Named after the River Styx, the band formed in 1972 and pushed out nine albums through the rest of the 1970s.Some of the bands most well-known hits include Lady, Babe, and Come Sail Away.Merging multiple music styles and formatting, Styx created a sound ripe for the upcoming arena rock era of the 1980s. The bands
success expanded during that decade despite issues between members.While the band split up in the 1980s, Styx would reform and begin touring again through the 1990s and into the 2020s. In 2022, they were inducted into the Illinois Rock and Roll Museum Hall of Fame.In the 1970s, Aerosmith nearly became another failed band due to band strife
and drug use, but renewed success over the next decade saved them.The band formed in Boston in 1970 and cut six albums before 1979. But 1975s Toys in the Attic established the Aerosmith as rock kings. With the albums three hit songsDream On, Walk This Way, and Sweet EmotionAerosmith gave rock fans new classics that still get radio play to
this day.As of late, Aerosmith is the best-selling band in American history because of their #1 singles, critically acclaimed albums, and astonishingly stable lineup with frontman Steven Tyler at the helm.With 15 albums to their credit, the Doobie Brothers are one of the more enduring music groups of the 1970s. Formed at the start of the decade, the
band saw the addition of several members after the Steely Dan opted to end live touring.Jeff Skunk Baxter also joined in 1974, followed by Michael McDonald the year after. With a more diverse lineup of talent, the Doobie Brothers achieved success.In 1978, the band released arguably their most successful album, Minute by Minute, which was also a
critical success and received Grammy nominations. The albums most beloved song, What a Fool Believes, is still a rock classic by many.Brothers Duane and Gregg Allmanwith Dickey Betts, Berry Oakley, Butch Trucks, and Jai Johanny Johansonformed the Allman Brothers Band in 1969. Their group is one 1970s band featuring a tragic end to its
members.With three albums released and the band well on their way to runaway success, frontman Duane died in 1971 following a motorcycle accident.The band endured, though, releasing an album in 1972 dedicated to Allmans memory. The bassist, Oakley, would pass away due to a motorcycle accident as well a year later.New members continued
to join and helped to propel the Allman Brothers Band further into mainstream success with songs like Jessica and Ramblin Man.Legendary guitarist Eddie Van Halenalong with Alex Van Halen, David Lee Roth, and Michael Anthonyformed the heavy metal group Van Halen in 1972. They became known for the lively and often sold-out
performances.The 1970s were a great decade for Van Halen, as it was in 1977 that they had their breakthrough. They released their self-titled first album to critical acclaim. The album holds Eruption, which has the guitar solo showcasing Eddies skills with the finger-tapping technique.Van Halens conquest of the 1970s propelled them to over four
decades of success and an induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. After Eddies passing in 2020, however, it was announced that Van Halen had disbanded.English rock band Black Sabbath came to be in 1968. They changed the face of music with their raw heavy metal sound and is often considered pioneers of the genre.At the turn of the
decade, Black Sabbath released their self-titled debut album to great commercial success. It landed at #8 on the UK chart and #23 in the US. Over the next 10 years, they dropped seven studio albums, all of which landed in the top 15 of the UK Official Albums Chart.Black Sabbath would continue their heavy metal reign until 2017, with a few
sporadic breaks in between. However, their legacy continues. In honor of their works, they received a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in 2019.Most are probably familiar with the Texas band ZZ Top. Sporting hats and long beards, they gained a wide following with their blues rock sound, humorous lyrics, and lively performances.Their first two
albums, including the debut in 1971, were moderate success; however, in 1973, they dropped Tres Hombres, which became their first high-ranking album. It peaked at #8 on the Billboard 200 chart.Then in 1975, their single Tush, from the album Fandango!, became a hit. The blues-rock song features Billy Gibbons signature slide work on the
guitar.Now, over five decades later, ZZ Top is still making music and touring. They recently announced a tour with Lynyrd Skynyrd scheduled for the summer of 2023.In the 1970s, rock group Journey was just starting. But despite being a young band on the scene, they were already making huge waves.Fronted by Steve Perry, Journey had their first
top 20 album in 1979. It was their fifth studio album, called Evolution. It also featured one of their earlier hit songs, Lovin, Touchin, Squeezin, which peaked at #16 on Billboards Hot 100 chart.This success at the end of the decade skyrocketed Journeys fame through the 1980s and onwards. The groups phenomenal performances have won them the
Billboard Legend of Live Award, and in 2017, they were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.Spearheading punk rock during the 1970s was the Ramones. The New York group was unique in that all the members adopted a pseudonym for their last name, which wasyou might have guessedRamone!Their eponymous debut album in 1976 was a
commercial flop, yet it received positive reviews and is considered one of the most influential in punk rock. It contains one of the Ramones popular songs, Blitzkrieg Bop. Despite not charting, the song is certified Gold.The Ramones went on to release three more albums in the decade, as well as three singles that cemented their spot in rock history:
Rockaway Beach Sheena Is a Punk Rocker, and Do You Wanna Dance?One of the most influential rock bands of the 1970sof the 20th century evenwas The Who. With Pete Townsend on guitar, Keith Moon on drums, John Entwistle on bass, and Roger Daltrey on vocals, the group established themselves as a power pop, hard rock band known for their
auto-destructive acts during performances.Destroying drums and guitars aside, The Who breezed through the 70s like they did with the 60s with songs like Behind Blue Eyes, Wont Get Fooled Again, Join Together, Squeeze Box, and Who Are You.Sadly, tragedy hit at the closing of the decade for The Who. Eleven fans were killed due to a crush of
crowd at the bands December 1979 gig at the Riverfront Coliseum in Cincinnati. The members, shocked and saddened after being informed of the incident post-event, dedicated the rest of the tour to the 11.Formed in 1971, the first few years of the soft rock band the Eagles were moderate success, yet by the time the mid-70s came, they were
booming!Their 1975 album, One of These Nights, became their first commercial success at #1 on the Billboard 200. The year after, however, was the Eagles greatest of the decade.The album Hotel California was dropped to critical acclaim. It topped charts of the US, UK, and Canada, as well as several other countries. It was nominated for two
Grammy awards, including Album of the Year.The title track is considered the Eagles signature song and their best-selling, with over four million digital and physical copies sold in the US alone. It won a Record of the Year Grammy. Other 1970s hits the Eagles had were Desperado, Best of My Love, and New Kid in Town.Canadian band Rush was well-
known for their progressive rock music and the heavy beats of iconic drummer Neil Peart. Formed in 1968, they played regular gigs in local venues before releasing their self-titled debut album in 1974.1t was a moderate success in Canada, but when Rush followed it with Fly by Night the year after, the group shot to fame. It peaked at #9 on Canadas
chart. Their fourth album, 2112, however, was even better, charting at #5 and reaching double-Platinum status in Canada and triple in the US.Rush went on making music and performing for almost five decades, disbanding in 2018but not before being inducted into both Canada Music Hall of Fame and Rock and Roll Music Hall of Fame.Progressive
rock hit Birmingham, England, in 1970 with the rise of Electric Light Orchestra (ELO). This would lead to an on-again, off-again career of the group that is still on now.However, during the 1970s, ELO had a string of charting singlesmajority of which landed in the top 10. Some of the most notable are Roll Over Beethoven, Evil Woman, Telephone Line,
and the triple-Platinum hit Mr. Blue Sky.In 1986, ELO disbanded but came back as ELO Part II three years later. In 2000, the group had another reformation. They would release only one album before coming in 2015 with a Platinum hit, Alone in the Universe, as Jeff Lynnes ELO.Formed in 1967, English prog rock band Genesis entered the 1970s with
their second studio album called Trespass. It had moderate success at #98 on the UK chart, but things got better for the group then on.In particular, their fifth album, Selling England by the Pound, which landed on #3 on UKs Official Albums Chart, was their ticket to the US market. It peaked at #70 on Billboard, but it was enough: their work
continued gaining attention and acclaim, earning them a spot as one of the best rock bands of the 70s.Over the decades, Genesis has had a few breaks and lineup changes. Currently, the group consists of Phil Collins, Tony Banks, and Mike Rutherford, and are still actively touring.Next up, we have another English group. Formed in 1963, The Kinks
were known for their pop rock music and had quite the success in the 1970s.They opened up that decade with their eighth studio album, Lola versus Powerman and the Moneygoround, Part One. Though it didnt chart in the UK, it had some success in Australia and the US.Lola is one of The Kinks greatest hits. It topped charts of several countries, #2
in the UK, and #9 on Billboard Hot 100.The Kinks would continue their success well into the 1980s but slowly declined towards the 90s, eventually disbanding in 1996. Nevertheless, the legacy they created by this time was firm: they were inducted into both Rock and Roll and UK Music Halls of Fame.Second on our list of rock bands to be fronted by a
woman, Blondie began in 1974, co-founded by Debbie Harry and Chris Stein. Soon, their unique mix of genrespop, funk, reggae, and discobecame well-known.Despite starting in the middle of the decade, Blondie was able to send out many popular hits before the 80s came about. Denis, Hanging on the Telephone, and Heart of Glass are among those
1970s songs that propelled them to greater heights.After Stein was diagnosed with a life-threatening disease in 1982, Blondie disbanded, with Harry moving on to a successful solo career. However, they got back together in the late 90s to continue contributing to the music industry.As one of the trailblazers of heavy metal and hard rock in the UK,
Deep Purple deserves to be on this list. The group formed in 1968 and had great commercial and critical success during the 70s.Despite having a number of lineup changes in just one decade, Deep Purple released seven studio albums with two gaining the top spot on UKs Official Albums Chart. Their most successful album in the US market at the
time was Machine Head (1972), which became certified double-Platinum.Even after their early success, Deep Purple went their separate ways in 1976. After eight years of inactivity, they came back together and have been active sincealbeit still with many lineup changes.We have yet another band from the UK, this time with punk rock sounds. Sex
Pistols had their start in 1976 and was an immediate success, partly due to their notorietythey were an aggressive group, known to swear during performances and pushed limits.The group only has one studio album released, in 1977. Never Mind the Bollocks, Heres the Sex Pistols topped the UK chart.Aside from the use of bollocks, its track God
Save the Queen made the album controversial, enough to get it banned from stores and the radio. Yet the song is considered their best, landing on #2 on the Official Singles Chart.Controversy aside, the Sex Pistols is one of the most significant rock bands to play; their influence extended to many later bands, like Guns N Roses, Green Day, and
Nirvana, all of who are iconic in the music industry.We head back to the US to end this list of 1970s rock bands with Grateful Dead. The group, known for their extended jams and improvisation, has an eclectic mix of sounds. Rock, psychedelia, folk, blues, reggae, country, jazzyou name it, they must have played it at some point.Formed in 1965, the
Grateful Dead was already well-established by the time the 70s rolled in. They had a number of charting albums, like American Beauty, Wake the Flood, and Terrapin Station, in 1970s. Songs like Truckin' and Dancin in the Streets rang loud on the radio.After the passing Jerry Garcia, their lead guitarist and vocals, in 1995, Grateful Dead went their
separate ways. They had been active for 30 years. Their amazing work has earned them a Lifetime Achievement Award and induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.The 1970s brought a focus on more rock bands rather than solo artists. The result created some of the most crucial bands in rock history. Influences from 1970s rock and roll remain
in the modern era.While the hair might be shorter and the facial hair a bit cleaner, these 70s rock bands showed everyone what it took to sell albums and spawn rock favorites to stand the test of time.However, which bands do you think we missed off our list? Let us know and well add them in!Why Led Zeppelin's Unexpected Collab With '70s Rock
Legend Is Still Dividing Fans 30 Years Later originally appeared on Parade.When it comes to legendary guitar players, Led Zeppelin's Jimmy Page has been consistently topping the lists of countless music lovers for decades. Also counted among the most iconic axe men in rock history is Neil Young but the two musicians have drastically different
styles of playing. So it makes sense that one epic '90s collaboration featuring Page and Young would result in mixed reactions...but no one could have predicted that people would still be arguing about the performance decades later.In 1995, when both Led Zeppelin and Young were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, they took the stage
together to perform a rendition of Zeppelin's "When the Levee Breaks" featuring a particularly unforgettable solo from Young (and a bit of surprise additional shredding by Robert Plant).In keeping with initial reactions to the performance, commenters on a recently shared clip were divided by Young's contribution."Sigh. Young cannot play solos. Great
talents, but not on the guitar. And everyone being polite and pretending, like he's the 4 year old kid brother pretending. This is embarrassing," one person wrote, with another calling the clip "painful."However, others were quick to defend Young."People saying Neil was bad dont understand this era of music and what this was about. Sorry it wasnt
auto tuned for you," somebody argued."l frigging love Neil Young's guitar solos," someone else declared, adding, "Probably because I usually dislike guitar solos. All these so-called guitar heroes boring us with their 'fret work', yawn. Feel the passion, not the 'technical ability.'""Boo boo Neil Young cant play, he sucks, boo hoo - dude sitting at home
with his phone, who will never be remembered for his contributions to music, unlike Neil Young," quipped yet another fan.One person who was reportedly thrilled with the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame collab was Young himself, who had such a positive experience performing with Zeppelin that he considered recording an entire album with the band,
according to Rolling Stone.While that never came to pass, Young did write a song inspired by the experience, per American Songwriter "Downtown," the lead single on his 1995 album Mirror Ball (recorded with members of Pearl Jam).Related: Legendary Rock Star, 79, Thrills Fans With Rare Throwback Pic on Anniversary of Iconic PerformanceWhy
Led Zeppelin's Unexpected Collab With '70s Rock Legend Is Still Dividing Fans 30 Years Later first appeared on Parade on Jul 15, 2025This story was originally reported by Parade on Jul 15, 2025, where it first appeared.The 70s were a golden era for rock music, a decade when legendary rock bands and classic rock artists were born. It was the era of
loud electric guitars, powerful bass, thunderous drums, and legendary vocals. From the raw energy of the 1970s bands like Black Sabbath, Deep Purple, or Led Zeppelin to the symphonic sound of Pink Floyd and rebel anthems by Ramones and Clash, top bands of the 70s defined more than a single generation, their music influenced the music today
as well. In short, the 70s brought a seismic shift in music, and we still feel its influence. It is no surprise that fans still adore 70s music bands and classic rock artists from this era, their music is excellent, and for their legacy, they are icons. Understanding the importance of 70s rock music requires exploring its contribution to different areas and its
lasting impact on various subjects.In this article, we discover the factors that impacted the 70s rock music, the new music genres raised in the 1970s, and, of course, we made our top 50 of the best rock bands in the 70s. Please stick with us until the end of the article to boost your knowledge about rock and roll in the 70s and discover remarkable
classic rock artists!Credits to the consultants who helped create our top 50 rock bands and classic rock artists from the 1970s: Toso Filipovski, Uros Veljkovic, and Miroslav Miro Veljkovic.Links marked with the (shopping cart) symbol are affiliate links. These special links track purchases or visits from our site, helping us earn a commission. This
supports Music Nonstop Today.The 1970s saw the birth of influential music genres, such as punk rock, disco, and hip-hop, with disco and punk rock rising to immense popularity during the decade.We will try to give you an exciting overview of the best 70s rock bands. Read further about our choice of the top 50 rock stars from the 70s, their short
history timeline, their best trades, what they were famous for, their hit albums, and their notable songs.The musical diversity of the 70s is unmatched. The 1970s bands such as Led Zeppelin mixed various influences like blues and country music into hard rock and created anthems like Stairway to Heaven and Kashmir. Deep Purple mixed hard rock
and classical music and brought us Smoke on the Water. Band guitarist Riche Blackmore used Beethovens 5th Symphony to inspire the song. These two genius 70s bands and Black Sabbath are attributed as creators of Heavy Metal.Its not easy to categorize The Rolling Stones by decades. The band was established in the 1960s and continued to rise
in the 1970s. They released great rock albums like the Exile on Main St.We havent even mentioned some of the top bands of the 70s, like The Who and their massive hit Baba ORiley from the album Whos Next and The Eagles and timeless Hotel California or 70s rock stars Freddy Mercury and David Bowie.What bands were famous in the 70s? Who
were the most influential 70s rock stars? Lets look at the most popular bands in the 70s and find the answers.The Police, formed in 1977, brought a unique style to the late 70s and early 80s music scene. Their style was an exciting mix of rock, jazz, reggae, and new wave. Of course, most of the bands sound was based on Stings voice and bass lines.
While The Police was created in the 70s, most of the bands biggest hits were made in the 80s. That does not mean that they had no good songs in the 70s. The bands debut album, Outlandos dAmour, did include some of Polices greatest hits. HIT ALBUMSOutlandos dAmour (1978)NOTABLE SONGSMessage in a Bottle (1979)Roxanne (1978)Cant Stand
Losing You (1978)Runaways Brumrock 76 / Photo by David Johnson, Flickr, CC BY-ND 2.0The Runaways had a unique, raw sound full of energy, just the right mix of punk and hard rock. Like most punk rock bands in the 1970s, their music was characterized by rebellious lyrics and heavy guitar riffs. The Runaways most significant impact on music
was, in a way, who they were a womens rock band that pioneered female punk rock following Patty Smiths footsteps.Joan Jetts rhythm guitar and Cherie Curries distinctively raspy lead vocals made The Runaways almost instantly recognizable. HIT ALBUMSWaitin For The Night (1977)NOTABLE SONGSCherry Bomb (1976)Cheap Trick at Gulfstream
Park Photo by Carl Lender Flickr CC BY-2.0 DeedCheap Trick was a mix of punk, hard rock, and pop, but none of that. They created a new sound that was a bit cheesy but catchy as hell, too. Powerful vocals and riff-heavy guitar marked their music.The bands early sound was a mix of rock with catchy pop, and the live performances were highly
energetic. Later, they added even more elements to their sound, incorporating elements of glam and new wave.HIT ALBUMSCheap Trick at Budokan (1978)NOTABLE SONGSI Want You to Want Me (1982)Alice Cooper/Billion Dollar Babies Tour 1973 / Photo by Hunter Desportes, Flickr, CC BY 2.0Alice Copper is one of the pioneers who implemented
a theatrical style in music. He combined horror themes with hard rock with amazing results. Alice Coppers music is known for heavy guitar riffs and almost anthemic choruses. In the 1970s, he moved to hard rock and glam rock. The early 70s hits Im Eighteen and Schools Out are great examples of what made Alice Cooper a 70s rock star. When you
add thespectacular visual aspects used in the performances, its clear that Alice Cooper has cemented his place in rock history. HIT ALBUMSBillion Dollar Babies (1973)NOTABLE SONGSSchools Out (1972)No More Mr. Nice Guy (1973)Joy Division is one of the first post-punk bands. They emerged in the late 1970s and quickly became a fan favorite.
Their sound is characterized by a haunting quality, minimalistic guitar work, almost rhythm-machine-like drumming, and nearly mandatory reverb and echo. Ian Curtiss deep, emotive vocals have become a symbol for post-punk.In 1980, just before the first US tour, Ian Curtis died by suicide; he was just 23. The band had a pact if one of the members
ever left, they would stop working together. The remaining members recruited Gillian Gilbert and a second guitarist and started working under New Order.HIT ALBUMSCloser (1980)NOTABLE SONGSCloser (1980)Love Will Tear Us Apart (1980)Fleetwood Mac is one of the greatest British rock bands to have moved to the US. The band developed a
distinctive sound that blended rock, pop, and blues. The addition of Lindsey Buckingham and Stevie Nicks transformed Fleetwood Macs style, and they went for a more radio-friendly rock and pop style. HIT ALBUMSRumours (1977)NOTABLE SONGSThe Chain (1977)Rhiannon (1976)Frank Zappas sound is a unique fusion of rock, jazz, classical, and
avant-garde music. His technical proficiency, innovative compositions, and excellent lyrics characterize it. While the songs were satirical, Zappa took his playing exceptionally seriously. He used complex time signatures, but his guitar playing was spot on. Zappa became famous in the 1960s, and his career spanned over 30 years. He released 23
albums and played a bit south of 800 concerts in the 1970s.Frank Zappa, with his unique blend of satirical humor and musical experimentation, reminds us of Rambo Amadeus.HIT ALBUMSFrank Zappa and the Mothers of Invention (1975)NOTABLE SONGSMuffin Man (1975)Yes, they are among the pioneers of progressive rock music. They are
known for their complex arrangements, mastery of the instruments, and sound that blends rock, classical, and jazz. The band is among the best, if not the best, progressive rock bands.Albums like Fragile and Close to the Edge are typical examples of Yes progressive rock style, featuring epic tracks like Roundabout and And You and I.HIT
ALBUMSFragile (1971)Close to the Edge (1972)NOTABLE SONGSRoundabout (1971)And You and I (1972)Pioneers in the heavy metal, Judas Priest is one of the bands that heavily influenced the shaping of the genre. They are the first metal band that used twin guitars, and they are known for powerful and opera-like vocals. Still, 70s Priest was more
hard rock than metal, but even at that time, their guitar group was spotless and solos were among the best.HIT ALBUMSBritish Steel (1980)Sad Wings of Destiny (1976)NOTABLE SONGSBreaking the Law (1980)Dreamer Deceiver (1976)Charismatic Phil Lynott led this hard rock band, which became famous for its lead guitar harmonies, driving
rhythms, and powerful vocals. Thanks to the contributions of guitarists like Scott Gorham and Brian Robertson, their music often features intricate guitar work, which became a hallmark of their style.Their musical style started as a blend of hard rock blues and traditional Irish music, but later, they incorporated punk, gunk, and new wave elements
into their music. Lynotts lyrics frequently touched on themes of Irish identity, street life, and personal struggles, adding a deeper narrative layer to their music.After the tragic death of Phil Lynott in 1986, the band disbanded.HIT ALBUMS]Jailbreak (1976)NOTABLE SONGSThe Boys Are Back in Town (1976)Dancing In The Moonlight (1977)Grateful
Dead music was heavily based on a mix of folk rock and blues, with elements of rock, bluegrass, country, jazz, space rock, and reggae. But they were known for their live jams, extended improvisations, and fluid-changing sound. Every live concert offered a unique setlist, and due to jam nature, it was an exceptional experience.The Grateful Dead often
considered music a living, evolving entity. This perspective was a fundamental part of their approach to performance and creativity. They believed that music was not static and unchanging but rather something that could grow and transform in real time, particularly during live performances. This philosophy allowed the Grateful Dead to keep their
music fresh and dynamic, constantly evolving with each performance and fostering a deep connection with their audience, who were an integral part of this living musical experience. The group of their most devoted fans earned the name Deadheads, and they followed them from show to show.HIT ALBUMSAmerican Beauty (1970)NOTABLE
SONGSRipple (1970)Rock Queen, Patti Smith at Festival Teatro Canzone / Photo by Brando Borghi, Flickr, CC BY 2.0The Godmother of Punk was known for mixing poetry and punk rock. Her music was characterized by raw energy, Pattis distinctive vocals, and poetic lyrics. But Pattis music also had a softer emotional depth, even a romantic longing.
Without any doubt, Patty is a 70s rock icon and the biggest female rock star of the decade.HIT ALBUMSHorses (1975)NOTABLE SONGSFree Money (1975)Gloria: In Excelsis Deo (1975)Early in their career, Jethro Tull became known for their unique styles and instruments. The band fused progressive rock, folk, blues, jazz, and classical music. But
the bands trademark was the flute played by frontman Ian Anderson. The bands music was known for complex rhythms and time signatures.Blues and hard rock influenced Jethro Tulls early work. As the band evolved, it added features from other styles. On their breakthrough album Aqualung, they incorporated rock and folk elements. Later, the band
developed an even more elaborate sound, experimenting with lengthy, continuous compositions.HIT ALBUMSAqualung (1971)Thick as a Brick (1972)NOTABLE SONGSAqualung (1971)Living in the Past (1969)Thick as a Brick (1972)Journey started as a progressive rock band that incorporated pop elements into its music. This helped the band develop
an easy-to-listen style and quickly earned a dedicated fanbase. As radio-friendly arena-rock became popular, the band changed its style.In the late 1980s, Journey added Steve Perry as lead vocalist. Neal Schons guitar harmonies, memorable guitar riffs, and Perrys vocals helped the band write some amazing ballads and upbeat rock anthems.This
arena-rock switch was even more evident in the 1980s. In 1981, Journey released their biggest hit, Dont Stop Believin.HIT ALBUMSInfinity (1978)NOTABLE SONGSDont Stop Believin (1981)Rush, another of the classic rock artists of the 1970s, was well known for its complex musical arrangements, fantastic playing, and incredible lyrics. The band
started as a hard rock band and later transitioned to progressive rock. Alex Lifeson played guitar, Geddy Lee played bass and vocals, and Neal Peart played drums. They were all masters of instruments. The band is renowned for innovation in percussion, fusing jazz elements, and symphonic music. HIT ALBUMSHemispheres (1978)NOTABLE
SONGSTom Sawyer (1981)Working Man (1974)Jim Morrison / Image lander2006, Flickr, CC BY 2.0Charismatic frontman Jim Morrisons style and music, which blends rock, blues, and psychedelia, made the Doors easily recognizable. Their sound is characterized by a dark, mysterious, and somewhat chaotic ambiance. Morrisons deep voice and poetry
made the band one of the best rock and roll bands of the late 60s and early 70s. Sadly, Morrisons untimely death marked the 70s for this excellent rock band. They released two albums without him, but if anything, they proved Jims significant contribution to the bands music.Improvisations extended the Doors live performances. Perhaps this shouldnt
surprise anyone since they had a jazz-influenced drummer and keyboard player, a flamenco-influenced guitar player, and a free spirit at vocals. HIT ALBUMSL.A. Woman (1971)NOTABLE SONGSRiders on the Storm (1971)Light My Fire (1967)Steve Miller Band @ Bluesfest 2007 Ottawa, ON / Photo by ceedub13 / Flickr / CC BY 2.0 DeedThe Steve
Miller Band, a staple of 70s and 80s rock, is renowned for its seamless blend of blues, pop, and psychedelia, creating anthems that define a generation formed in 1966 by Steve Miller. Their remarkable ability to produce chart-topping singles made them household names, with iconic tracks becoming anthems of the era. Even after 40 years, some of
those legendary tracks inspire actual artists, such as Eminems Houdini, released in May 2024, which uses the melody from the Abracadabra.One fascinating fact for 80s rock fans is that Steve Miller, a music prodigy, was taught guitar by the legendary Les Paul, a close friend of his family. This connection to the roots of rock history adds an extra layer
of depth to the bands legacy, showcasing how their music bridges the gap between rocks past and its evolution through the decades.HIT ALBUMSThe Joker (1973)Fly Like an Eagle (1976)Book of Dreams (1977)NOTABLE SONGSThe JokerTake the Money and RunRockn MeAbracadabraZZ Top is widely recognizable as one of the greatest classic rock
artists of the 70s. ZZ Tops easily recognizable sound is a blend of blues rock, boogie, and a bit of Southern rock. The bend is recognizable by bluesy, gritty guitar riffs, a solid bassline, and spot-on drumming. You will recognize ZZ Top music in a beat, with lyric themes exploring cars, women, and life in the South. Muddy Waters and Howlin Wolf
influence the bands music. Arguably, the only thing that is easier to recognize than a ZZ Top song is a band member, with distinguishable beards and dark glasses being the trademark of the band since forever.HIT ALBUMSTres Hombres (1973)NOTABLE SONGSLa Grange (1973)American rock band Heart rose to fame in the 1970s with a distinctive
sound that blends hard rock, folk, and pop elements. Founded by sisters Ann and Nancy Wilson, Heart had terrific vocals and powerful guitars and was one of the first rock bands with a female frontman. Their music influenced rock sound, but perhaps the bands most immense contribution was creating more opportunities for women in rock, opening
doors for future female musicians.HIT ALBUMSDreamboat Annie (1976)NOTABLE SONGSCrazy On You (1977)Barracuda (1977)Blue yster Cult was probably one of the strangest 70s bands. Their music is complex to put into categories; but if you have to, you could say they are a mix of psychedelic and hard rock, even some metal influence. Their
sound is characterized by excellent atmospheric keyboards, precise guitars, and extraordinary lyrics on some of the songs.The bands influence on heavy metal and hard rock bands mainly involves writing thematic lyrics and adding complex structures to their songs. In the 70s, the band recruited the British science fiction author Michael Moorcock to
write for them.HIT ALBUMSSecret Treaties (1974)NOTABLE SONGS(Dont Fear) The Reaper (1976)Eruption (1976)Mark Knopfler in Bilbao playing Calling Elvis photo by aherrero Flickr CC BY-2.0 DeedDire Straits glory days are clearly in the 1980s, but the classic rock artist Mark Knopfler started the band in the 1970s. Knopflers recognizable
guitar playing and songwriting made this British band one of the biggest rock bands. Dire Straits clean guitar sound was influenced by rock, jazz, and blues.They released two albums in the 70s, Dire Straits (1978) and Communiqu (1979). And while the bands best work will come out in the 80s, one of the best 70s rock songs, Sultans of Swing, is on
the bands debut album.Later albums brought even more polished production, synthesizers, and new studio techniques. Still, at the core, it is the same melodic guitars and Knopflers vocal delivery. HIT ALBUMSBrothers in Arms (1985)NOTABLE SONGSSultans of Swing (1978)Walk of Life (1985)Money for Nothing (1985)The Clash is undoubtedly one
of the most influential punk rock bands. The band became famous for blending punk with more melodic sounds and political lyrics. They blended elements of reggae, dub, rockabilly, and ska with punk, creating an energetic, raw guitar sound that sounded unique. This uniqueness is best demonstrated in hit tracks like London Calling and Train in
Vain.The Clashs music resonated with the disaffected youth of the time. It was about rebellion but also about unity and change.HIT ALBUMSLondon Calling (1979)NOTABLE SONGSLondon Calling (1979)Bruce Springsteen finishes his set during The Concert for Valor in Washington D.C. Nov. 11-2014 DoD News photo by E] Hersom Flickr PDM-
1.0Springsteens music combines traditional rock and roll with blues, folk, and country. While it is hard to argue that Bruce is a guitar virtuoso, his storytelling and powerful vocals make him most recognizable. His songs tell the stories of working-class struggles, love, and resilience, which almost immediately resonates with fans.Springsteens first hit
album was Born to Run. It came at a time when he was almost certain that the label would drop him, but the album hit #3 on Billboard and went six times platinum.Bruce Springsteen is a 70s American rock icon and one of the greatest classic rock artists of the 70s who earned the nickname The Boss.HIT ALBUMSBorn to Run (1975)NOTABLE
SONGSBorn to Run (1975)Aerosmiths sound is a mix of hard rock, glam rock, and blues. It features fast, gritty guitar riffs and recognizable Steven Tyler vocals. Like most of the rock bands of the 1970s, Aerosmith emerged in the 70s but carried on successfully in the 1980s and even the 1990s.The bands debut album, Aerosmith, showed their knack
for ballads. During the 1980s, Aerosmith polished its sound, incorporating more elements from pop, leading to hist like Love in an Elevator and Dude (Looks Like a Lady).HIT ALBUMSToys in the Attic (1975)NOTABLE SONGSDream On (1973)Sweer Emotion (1975)Im not a fan of the 1960s Kinks. I can appreciate what they did with a mix of rock, pop,
and British folk, and I understand their influence on rock, but its not for me. The guitar riffs on some of the songs, like You Really Got Me and All Day and All of the Night, are pure quality, and the bands sound influenced the development of hard rock, punk, and even Britpop.During the 70s this classic rock band published 11 albums: Lola Versus



Powerman and the Moneygoround, Part One (1970), Percy (1971), Muswell Hillbillies (1971), Everybodys in Show-Biz (1972), Preservation Act 1 (1973), Preservation Act 2 (1974), Soap Opera (1975), Schoolboys in Disgrace (1975), Sleepwalker (1977), Misfits (1978), and Low Budget (1979).Hit AlbumsLola Versus Powerman and the Moneygoround,
Part One (1970)NOTABLE SONGSLola (1970)All Day and All of the Night (1964)You Really Got Me (1964)The Boston is perhaps a unique band in a way that it was founded by an engineer who didnt care for music. Tom Shultz, as a kid, was building toy planes and cars. It wasnt until he went to college and discovered British rock that he became
interested in music. Shultz even created his own studio and started writing music. His technical brilliance played a big part in developing the bands specific sound. Bostons debut album was a staple in the 70s arena-rock, and the band was a huge influence on the genre. HIT ALBUMSBoston (1976)NOTABLE SONGSMore Than a Feeling (1976)Chicago
was known for the amazing way it incorporated brass instruments into the rock and roll band. They added trumpets, trombones, and saxophones and blended that sound perfectly with classic rock instruments. Their sound was a blend of rock, jazz, and pop with complex arrangements. Chicagos ability to blend genres and innovate with its brass
section has made it one of rock historys most enduring and influential bands.HIT ALBUMSChicago II (1970)NOTABLE SONGS25 or 6 to 4 (1969)Does Anybody Really Know What Time It Is? (1969)Music is not the first association with Kiss. The band is known for elaborate face paint but even more for its live shows. Its sound is characterized by
powerful guitar riffs and somewhat catchy melodies. Gene Simmons and Paul Stanley quickly became recognizable among classic rock artists. As with most arena-rock bands, there was plenty of theater and effects at bands concerts, from blood spitting to breathing fire and pyrotechnics. Kisss focus on the visual aspect of the concerts is one of the
things they influenced the most, and their influence on the popularity of arena rock was enormous.HIT ALBUMSAlive! (1975)NOTABLE SONGSI Was Made For Lovin You (1979)Rock And Roll All Nite (1975)Debbie Harry of Blondie / Photo by Appleby , Flickr, CC BY 2.0Founded by 70s rock icon Debbie Harry and guitarist Chris Stein, Blondie
experimented with several music genres. The band found its unique new-wave sound as a fusion of pop, disco, rock, and even punk. In the early 1970s, Blondie was considered an underground band. A few years later, with the release of Parallel Lines, the band became a new wave pioneer in the US.Blondie one of the classic rock artists from the 70s,
was also one of the first bands to embrace music videos. Heart of Glass was among the first music videos on MTV.HIT ALBUMSParallel Lines (1978)NOTABLE SONGSOne Way or Another (1979)Heart of Glass (1979)Dreaming (1979)Sex Pistols are the central band of the punk movement, known for their energetic guitar riffs and sneering vocals.
Their music is characterized by raw and rebellious energy, capturing the spirit of 70s punk. Sex Pistols lyrics are provocative and political, often with an anti-establishment ethos and disdain for societal norms. The Sex Pistols sound was simple in structure but powerful and influential, leaving a mark on the punk genre.HIT ALBUMSNever Mind the
Bollocks, Heres the Sex Pistols (1977)NOTABLE SONGSAnarchy in the UK (1977)Eric Clapton with Yvonne Elliman Swing Auditorium, San Bernardino, CA Aug. 15, 1975 / Photo by ultomatt, Flickr, CC BY 2.0Two guitar legends, Eric Clapton and Duane Allman formed supergroup Derek and the Dominos. The band was active for a short time before
splitting up, but even in this brief period, they demonstrated the best blues rock may ever be. The band released only an album titled Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs in 1970.As you would expect with an album featuring two guitar legends on the tracks, the guitar solos are impressive. The title song Layla is widely regarded as Eric Claptons
most exceptional musical accomplishment, a true masterpiece. Sadly, Claptons cocaine addiction robbed us of other sensational songs. Allman and Claptons rock-blues style of guitar playing still influences guitar players.HIT ALBUMSLayla and Other Assorted Love Songs (1970)NOTABLE SONGSLayla (1970)Genesis, Phil Collins, Strasbourg, October
1981 / Photo: Philippe Ross, Flickr, CC BY-SA 2.0Genesis started as a progressive rock band in the 1960s. Led by Peter Gabriel and Phil Collins, the bands quality of music is hardly surprising. Apart from achieving great success with Genesis, they also had terrific solo careers. In the mid-70s, Gabriel decided to take a break from music and focus on
his solo career later. Without Gabriel, Collins took over vocals, and the mid-70s band moved from progressive rock to more radio-friendly music.Their influence in rock and pop music came from the bands 80s work, but the 70s Genesis were also great.HIT ALBUMSFirth of Fifth (1973)A Trick of the Tail (1976)NOTABLE SONGSWind And Wuthering
(1976)Selling England by the Pound (1973)There is no more recognizable rock sound than AC/DC. The guitar is gritty and energetic, and the vocals are powerful and raw. The band was founded by guitarist brothers Angus and Malcolm Young in 1973. They released their first record in 1975; by 1980, they had seven albums already.In 1980, tragedy
struck AC/DC when lead singer Bon Scott died at 33. The band added singer Brian Johnson to replace Scott, and soon they released their best-selling album Back in Black.When you think of the top 20 classic rock artists, you will probably think of AC/DC as one of those artists.Hit AlbumsHighway to Hell (1979)Powerage (1978)NOTABLE SONGSLet
There Be Rock (1977)Whole Lotta Rosie (1978)Back in Black (1980)Where would the guitar world be without Eddie Van Halen? He revolutionized rock with his innovative guitar playing, and while his solos were almost unparalleled, what was most impressive was how he made songs from these finger-tappings, fast arpeggios, licks, and riffs. Together
with David Lee Roths stage presence, they made Van Halen one of the most popular 70s bands. The band hit its glory days in the 80s, but they released their best album, Van Halen, in the late 70s. The album is considered one of the best albums in rock music and arguably the best debut album for 1970s bands.Eddie Van Halens solo in Eruption was
so good that it was enough to put Eddie in the top 5 rock guitarists. HIT ALBUMSVan Halen (1978)NOTABLE SONGSAint Talkin bout Love (1978)Eruption (1976)Kansas left its mark on the 1970s classical and progressive rock genres. The band was formed in Kansas, and aside from the somewhat unimaginative name, there is nothing boring about it.
Together with The Who, they were among the first rock bands to use synthesizers in the 1970s. They used instruments like the violin. This kind of open-mindedness to experiments set them apart from the rest of the 1970s bands. Kansas was also known for its technically excellent live shows and this helped fill the arenas with eager fans.The band was
not afraid to explore more complex themes in their lyrics, like philosophy and existence.HIT ALBUMSLeftoverture (1976)NOTABLE SONGSDust in the Wind (1977)Carry On Wayward Son (1976)Ive never been a big Eagles fan (Dejan spoke), but I cant deny that the band had one of the most iconic songs in the 1970s. Hotel California is likely one of
the most popular songs from the period. The Eagles sound is a rock, country, and folk fusion. This is known as California rock, and the Eagles are one of the bands that perfected the style. Their sound is one of the defining characteristics of American rock in the 70s. The Eagles are one of the American classic rock artists incorporated into this music
decade.HIT ALBUMSHotel California (1976)NOTABLE SONGSHotel California (1976)Ramones / Photo by Masao Nakagami, Flickr, CC BY-SA 2.0The punk-rock pioneers The Ramones were incredibly energetic, fast, and loud. Their raw sound was the opposite of the glam rock that was popular in the era. Joey Ramone (vocals), Johnny Ramone (guitar),
Dee Dee Ramone (bass), and Tommy Ramone (drums) formed the band in 1974. They are a perfect symbol of the 1970s rock generation that rebelled against society and norms.The Ramones are considered one of the best punk rock bands of the 1970s and of all time. Like similar bands, they influenced future musicians to embrace simpler and more
energetic sounds.HIT ALBUMSThe Ramones (1976)NOTABLE SONGSSheena Is a Punk Rocker (1977)I Wanna Be Sedated (1978)Queen @ Sanremo 1984 / Photo by Comunit Queeniana, Flickr, CC BY-SA 2.0Queen is one of the symbols of the 1970s rock and roll. Singer Freddie Mercury and guitarist Brian May are iconic classic rock artists. Can you
even imagine 1970s rock music without Bohemian Rhapsody?Freddies fantastic voice and stage presence mesmerized the audience, and it did not take them long to start filling the arenas. Queen is one of the bands that started the arena-rock style of music.The band released seven great rock albums in the 1970s: Queen (1973), Queen II (1974), Sheer
Heart Attack (1974), A Night at the Opera (1975), A Day at the Races (1976), News of the World (1977), and Jazz (1978).Night at the Opera is the bands best album, and Bohemian Rhapsody is one of the 70s rock anthems. The band starts clicking together, from Mercurys heavenly voice, Mays virtuoso guitar playing, John Deacon on bass, to Roger
Taylor on drums and occasional vocals. The album was a masterpiece. HIT ALBUMSA Night at the Opera (1975)NOTABLE SONGSBohemian Rhapsody (1975)Somebody to Love (1976)Dont Stop Me Now (1978)Any of the bands on this list deserves to be in the number one spot. They were all top bands of the 70s and made their mark on the decades
that followed.The Allman Brothers Band are pioneers of the Southern rock genre and, strangely, one of the rare bands that reach stardom after releasing a live album. The incredible thing about all the Southern rock bands in the 1970s is that they all fused rock, blues, and country music and sounded nothing alike. The Allman Brothers Band is heavily
influenced by jazz, blues, and improvisations, and that really sets them apart from other contemporaries.Sadly, like many other 70s best on this list, The Allman Brothers Band was struck by tragedy. Shortly after the release of the hit album At Fillmore East, Duane Allman, the bands leader, died in a motorcycle crash. Thirteen months later, bands
bassist Berry Oakley was also killed in a motorcycle accident. HIT ALBUMSAt Fillmore East (1971) NOTABLE SONGSMidnight Rider (1970)Creedence Clearwater Revival hailed from California but was known for its Southern rock sound. The band was formed in the 1960s and rose to prominence as a defining classic roots rock band in the 1970s. The
bands involvement in social issues with protest songs like Fortunate Son made it one of the most popular rock bands in the US in the 1960s and 1970s. Sadly, it existed for a short time, but its blend of rock, blues, and country still influences musicians. Although they were active for a short period, they released six studio albums from 1968 to 1972 .HIT
ALBUMSCosmos Factory (1970) NOTABLE SONGSHave You Ever Seen The Rain (1971)Fortunate Son (1969)Its hard to imagine what the 70s rock would have been like without Sweet Home Alabama and Free Bird. Lynyrd Skynyrds sound is essential in what is known as Southern rock a mix of rock, blues, and country elements became their
signature sound. Lynyrd Skynyrds music became recognizable by some of the best guitar riffs and solos of the 70s.The band released five rock albums in the 70s: Pronounced Lh-nrd Skin-nrd (1973), Second Helping (1974), Nuthin Fancy (1975), Gimme Back My Bullets (1976), and Street Survivors (1977). Three days after the release of the Street
Survivors, vocalist Ronnie Van Zant, guitarist and vocalist Steve Gaines, and backing vocalist Cassie Gaines tragically died in a plane crash.We incorporate Lynyrd Skynyrd in our TOP 10 list as one of the best music rock artists of the 1970s.HIT ALBUMSPronounced Lh-nrd Skin-nrd (1973) NOTABLE SONGSFree Bird (1973)Tuesdays Gone
(1973)Sweet Home Alabama (1974)The Who Baba ORiley (Shepperton Studios / 1978)The Who, is another of the classic rock artists of the 1970s. The bands impressive live performances and the exciting approach to new rock operas like Tommy and Quadrophenia made the group famous. Roger Daltreys powerful vocals are as easily recognizable as
Pete Townshends guitar and keyboards, making it easy to understand why they are among the most popular 70s rock bands.The bands legacy includes rock operas, live performances, and musical innovation. The Who were among the first rock bands to use synthesizers in their songs, such as Baba ORiley and Wont Get Fooled Again. Beyond Music,
The Who is the first band to perfect the destruction of musical instruments, and for that, they are in Guinness World Records.HIT ALBUMSWhos Next (1971) NOTABLE SONGSWont Get Fooled Again (1971)Baba ORiley (1971)Could any list of rock legends be complete without the Rolling Stones? These classic rock artists transcend eras. The band
was and still is led by charismatic vocalist Mick Jagger and guitar master Keith Richards, and to this day, they are still the faces of rock and roll rebels.Of course, Mick is the face of the Stones, but as far as music signature, thats all Keith. Richards was never afraid to experiment with guitar work, more exotic tunings, and distinctive riffs. The band
was always brave enough to mix darker and even provocative themes in their songs.They released six albums during the 1970s: Sticky Fingers (1971), Exile on Main St. (1972), Goats Head Soup (1973), Its Only Rock n Roll (1974), Black and Blue (1976), and Some Girls (1978).HIT ALBUMSEZXxile on Main Sreet (1972) NOTABLE SONGSBrown Sugar
(1971)Cant You Hear Me Knocking (1971)Beast of Burden (1978)David Bowie Nov 17, 2003 Flickr PDM-1.0 one of the most iconic classic rock artists of the 70sIts hard to imagine what the 1970s would have been without David Bowie one of the most classic rock artists from the 70s. Glam rock started with T-Rexs Marc Bolan, but Bowie is the most
prominent icon. With his fantastic voice, he could easily fit into any music genre or style, and his voice with piano or guitar in the background makes music stand out for me.David Bowie did influence rock in the 1970s, but this rock star from space did so much more. Bowie was among the first recognizable musicians to bring visual presentation to the
music. His Ziggy Stardust persona became a symbol that fused music and fashion.David Bowies work in the 1970s was marked by constant change and experimentation. He had a profound influence on music, fashion, and popular culture.HIT ALBUMSHunky Dory (1971) The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars (1972)Low
(1977)NOTABLE SONGSLife on Mars? (1971)Starman (1972)Changes (1971)Black Sabbaths sound was characterized by heavy, distorted guitar riffs, darker lyrics, and a powerful rhythm section. It is one of the bands that created and popularized metal. Metal took baby steps in the 1970s rock era but exploded in the 1980s. Tony Iommis guitar sound
and Ozzy Osbournes vocals kicked off a new era for the 1970s bands.Sabbaths album Paranoid started the metal revolution and was one of the genres best. This band, one of the TOP 10 for us among the classic rock artists from the 1970s, hides many interesting told but untold stories. Check out the stories by the guitarist Jimi Bell, who shared them
on the second episode of the Denim and Leather Podcast. The conceptual inventor of the Shredneck, Jimi Bell, wrote the Black Sabbaths song Master of Insanity, which the public didnt know for decades. If you are teased by this one, we recommend you check out the summary of the podcast episode with Jimi Bell. HIT ALBUMSParanoid (1970)
NOTABLE SONGSIron Man (1970)War Pigs (1970)Led Zeppelins Jimmy Page / Photo by Julio Zeppelin, Flickr, CC BY-ND 2.0Led Zeppelin is one of the best classic rock artists of the 70s. You could easily argue that Zeppelin deserves a number-one spot on any 70s rock band list. Robert Plant is known as one of the greatest rock vocalists, and Jimmy
Page is often regarded as the top guitarist of the time. The bands music perfectly blended hard rock, folk, and blues, and fans were immediately endeared to the group.During the 1970s, the band released six albums: Led Zeppelin III (1970), Untitled Album (1971) (known as Led Zeppelin IV), Houses of the Holy (1973), Physical Graffiti (1975),
Presence (1976), and In Through the Out Door (1979). Some of their iconic rock anthems, such as Rock and Roll, Black Dog, and Stairway to Heaven, were featured in Led Zeppelin IV. Physical Graffiti is another rock must-hear with songs like Kashmir and Trampled Underfoot.In the 70s, the band broke The Beatles concert attendance record at
Tampa Stadium in Florida. More than 56800 fans came to see the 1973 concert in Florida.In 1980, tragedy struck; drummer John Bonham died at the age of 32 after a day of heavy drinking. The remaining Led Zeppelin could not continue without him and disbanded the band.Even decades later, the bands legacy inspires and influences countless
musicians.HIT ALBUMSLed Zeppelin IV (1971) Physical Graffiti (1975)NOTABLE SONGSStairway to Heaven (1971)Rock and Roll (1971)Kashmir (1975)Deep Purple a Verona July 18, 2011 Photo by Stefano Delfrate Flickr CC BY-SA 2.0 one of the legendary classic rock artists of the 70sDeep Purple were heavy metal and hard-rock pioneers. The band
changed singers, but Ian Gillans vocals were class above the rest. Ritchie Blackmores virtuoso guitar skills played a central role, together with Jon Lords crafty use of the Hammond organ. Bassist Roger Glover and drummer Ian Paice completed the classic rock artists.If you had to use a single word to describe Child in Time, it would have to be epic or
masterpiece. The bands influence on the future development of rock in the 80s and the development of hard rock and heavy metal cant be overstated. To this day, Deep Purple is one of the most influential 1970s bands.HIT ALBUMSDeep Purple in Rock (1970) Machine Head (1971)NOTABLE SONGSChild in Time (1970)Burn (1974)Smoke on the
Water (1972)Speed King (1970)Pink Floyd Ivor Wynn Stadium Hamilton, ON (1976) / Photo by Bradley Fortner, Flickr, CC0O 1.0The most recognizable symbol of rock and roll in the 70s is arguably the tongue and lips logo of The Rolling Stones. The logo was designed by John Pasche in 1971 and is based on the iconic, protruding tongue of the bands
lead singer, Mick Jagger. But, even though the most recognizable symbol of 1970s rock is the Rolling Sones logo, for us, the number one rock band from the 1970s is Pink Floyd.Weve already said that any of the top 10 bands could be number one, but Pink Floyds top spot was set in stone. Pink Floyds music transcends time; its a musical perfection.In
the 70s, the band changed from psychedelic to progressive rock after the founder, Syd Barrett, departed in 1968. Still, Barrett remained influential, inspiring numerous songs like Shine On You Crazy Diamond or High Hopes.During the 70s, these rock icons released seven albums: Atom Heart Mother, Meddle, Obscured by Clouds, The Dark Side of
the Moon, Wish You Were Here, Animals, and The Wall.Their album The Dark Side of the Moon is arguably one of the best albums of all time. It spent a whopping 736 non-consecutive weeks on the Billboard 200 albums chart.This iconic British rock band from the 1970s influenced generations of musicians and continues to do so today.HIT
ALBUMSThe Dark Side of the Moon (1973) Wish You Were Here (1975)NOTABLE SONGSComfortably Numb (The Wall, 1979)Echoes (Meddle, 1971)To this day (July 2024), the 1970s is the decade that had the most influence on rock music and classic rock artists. The factors in the 1970s that defined the music of that decade made the music of the
70s sound as we know it today. Its greatest rock bands were unafraid to experiment with sounds or address pressing social and political issues. At that time, rock music became the most significant cultural force. Anti-war and pro-peace anthems just proved that people had enough of the Vietham War and were dreaming of peace. This bravery to
speak up about issues like civil rights, gender equality, and anti-war sentiments is perhaps the most significant legacy that 70s rock bands, and 1970s bands in general, had in years to follow.Blues-rock, Classic rock, Rock music917 votesCasting a spell on audiences worldwide, Led Zeppelin's innovative fusion of blues, folk, and hard rock exploded into
the music scene in the '70s. With Jimmy Page's electrifying riffs, Robert Plant's piercing vocals, John Paul Jones' multi-instrumental prowess, and John Bonham's thunderous drums, they created timeless tunes that continue to captivate fans. From their pioneering use of mythological and literary imagery to their notorious off-stage antics, Led Zeppelin
redefined the concept of a rock band.Rock music, Space rock, Experimental rock825 votesPop music, Rock music, Heavy metal782 votesBlues-rock, Rock music, Protopunk658 votesBlues-rock, Boogie rock, Rock music506 votesForging an unmistakable brand of high-energy rock 'n' roll, AC/DC amplified the pulse of a generation. Their raw power and
electrifying presence captivated audiences, inspiring countless air guitar performances around the globe. With infectious hooks driven by Angus Young's blistering guitar work and the thunderous rhythm section, AC/DC's sound was equal parts exhilarating and intoxicating. Despite enduring various lineup changes, AC/DC remained true to their roots
and unwavering in their commitment to pure rock and roll.Blues-rock, Blue-eyed soul, Swamp pop562 votes .. the list .. # 10CC.38 SPECIALA AbbaAbraham's ChildrenAC/DCAcheThe AdvertsAerosmithAffinityAgnes StrangeAinigmaAl GreenAl StewartAlbert HammondALBERT KING (electric blues)Alice CooperAllman BrothersThe Amboy
DukesAmbrosiaAmericaAncient GreaseAndy GibbApril WineAragornAretha FranklinArgentArlo GuthrieArmageddonArt GarfunkelAsterixAtlanta Rhythm SectionAtomic RoosterAverage White BandAxeB B. B. KING (70's was his best music)B. J. ThomasBabe RuthBaby GrandThe BabysBachman Turrner OverdriveBad CompanyBadfingerBaker Gurvitz
ArmyBancheeBand, The (The Band)BanditBangBarbara StreisandBarnabusBarry WhiteBay City RollersBeach BoysBeaver Brown BandBedlamBee GeesBeggars OperaBelamy BrothersBig StarBill Haley & His CometsBill WithersBilly JoelBilly PrestonBirth ControlBlack Oak ArkansasBlack PearlBLACK SABBATHBIlack SheepBlack
WidowBlackfeatherBlackhorseBlessed EndBlind RavageBlonde on BlondeBlondieBLOOD & SWEAT & TEARS (where they 70's)BloodrockBlueBlue CheerBlue JugBlue Oyster CultBlues CreationBlues ImageBOB DYLAN (his star was fading, more 60's)Bob Marley & The WailersBobby WomackBOB SEGARBOB SEGAR AND THE SILVER BULLET
BANDBob WelchBoney MBonnie Tyler BONNIE RAITTBoomtown RatsBostonBOZ SCAGGSBreadBreakfast ClubBREWER AND SHIPLEYBrian EnoBrotherhood of ManBrownsville StationBRUCE SPRINGSTONBudgieBuffaloThe BugglesBull AngusBuxBuzzcocksC CactusCanCanadian SweetheartsCanned HeatCaptain & TennilleCaptain BeefheartCaptain
BeyondCarly SimonCarol of HarvestCAROLE KINGCarpentersThe CarsCAT STEVENS (more folk music)CharliesCharlie Daniels BandCheap TrickCheech & ChongCherChicChicagoChicken ShackChi-LitesChilliwackChuck BerryChuck BrownThe CigarettesThe ClashClimax Blues BandCockney RebelCold BloodCold ChiselCommander
CodyCOMMANDER CODY AND HIS LOST PLANET AIRMENThe CommodoresCreedence Clearwater RevivalCrystal PalaceCrosby Stills Nash & YoungCrying WoodCurtis MayfieldCymande D DarkDave Clark FiveDave LambertDAVID BOWIE (i think of him as 80's)Denny KingDEEP PURPLEDELANEY AND BONNIEDelfonicsDeliveryDEREK AND
DOMINOESDiana RossDionne WarwickDire StraitsDirty TricksDixie DregsDon McLeanDonna SummerDonny OsmondDoobie BrothersThe DoorsDorothy MooreDoug & The SlugsDr. FeelgoodDr. Hook & The Medicine ShowDragonDragonflyDramaDust E EaglesEarth, Wind & FireEddie & the Hot RodsEddie MoneyEdgar Broughton BandEdgar Winter
GroupElderberry JakElectric Light OrchestraEIfELTON JOHN (70's was his best music !)Elvin BishopElvis CostelloElvis PresleyEmergencyThe EmotionsEmerson, Lake & PalmerEngland Dan & John Ford ColeyERIC CLAPTONEruptionF FacesFACES/ROD STEWARTFamilyFannyFats DominoFifth DimensionFireFirefallThe First EditionFirst
FridayFlaxFleetwood MacFlied EggThe FlowFlying Burrito BrothersFocusFoghatForeignerThe Four SeasonsThe Four TopsFRANK ZAPPAFreddie FenderFreeFrijid PinkFunkadelicFusion FarmG Gap BandGary GlitterGary WrightGeneration XGenesisGeordieGeorge ClintonGEORGE HARRISON (solo)George Thorogood & The DestroyersGerry
RaffertyGino VanelliGladys KnightGlass HarpGlenn HughesGloria GaynorThe Go Go'sGolden EarringGoliathGomorrhaGordon LightfootGrace SlickGraham NashGranadaGrand Funk RailroadGranicusGranmaxGrateful Dead, The (The Grateful Dead)Gravy TrainGrinderswitchThe GroundhogsThe Guess WhoH H. P. LovecraftHairy ChapterHall &
OatesHard StuffHarlequinHarris StreetHarry ChapinHarry NilssonHawkwindHaystacks BalboaHead EastHeadstoneHeartHelen ReddyHelloHenry CowHigh TideHighway RobberyHokus PokeThe HolliesHoodoo Rhythm DevilsHorseHorslipsHot ChocolateHotlegsHOT TUNAHOUND DOG TAYLOR (electic blues)The Human BeastHuman InstinctThe
Human LeagueHumble PieHydra I Ian Gillian Bandlan Hunterlcecrossiflggy Poplke & Tina TurnerThe InvadersInvisibleIron Butterflylron Virginlsaac HayeslIsisIsley Brothers] J. Geils Band, The (The J. Geils Band)].]. CALEJPT Scare BandJack the LadJackson 5Jackson Browne]JAMES GANG]James TaylorJamilJANIS JOPLIN (maybe one album made the
70's)Jeff Beck]EFFERSON AIRPLANES/STARSHIPJENGHIZ KHAN]JerichoJeronimoJETHRO TULLJim CroceJimmy BuffettJO JO GUNNEJOE COCKERJOE COCKER MAD DOGS AND ENGLISHMAN]Joe JacksonJOE WALSH]John DenverJohn HiattJohn LennonJohn Lee HookerJohny BarbataJohnny Thunders & The Heartbreakersf OHNNY WINTER]Joni
MitchellJosefusJourneyJoy DivisionJudas PriestJulians TreatmentK K. C. & The Sunshine BandKansasKenny LogginsKenny RogersKentucky HeadhuntersKilling JokeKim CarnesKing CrimsonKINKSKissKlaatuThe KnackKool & The GangKraftwerkL L. T. D.LED ZEPPLINLegs DiamondLeo SayerLeonard CohenLeyton BuzzardsLincoln Street ExitLinda
RonstadtLipps IncLittle FeatLittle River BandLoggins & Messinal.ou RawlsLou ReedLucifers Friend LYNYRD SKYNRYD M MMC 5MAGGIE BELLMahogany RushManfred Mann's Earth BandThe ManhattansMark-Almond BandMarshall Tucker BandMarvin GayeMasters ApprenticesMax WebsterMay BlitzMeat LoafMedicine
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YoungNeu!New Riders of the Purple SageNew York DollsNick LoweNight SunNovalisNutz O OceanThe O'JaysOhio PlayersOlivia Newton-JohnOmnibusThe OutlawsOzark Mountain Daredevils P Pablo CruiseParliamentThe Partridge FamilyPat BenatarPat Metheny GroupPat TraversPATTI SMITHPaxPaul Bretts SagePAUL McCARTNEY (solo)Paul
Revere & The RaidersPaul SimonPentaclePentagramPETER FRAMPTONPeter GreenPig IronPINK FLOYDPocoPoint BlankPointer SistersThe PolicePoobahPotliquorPretty ThingsProcessionPROCOL HARUMPure Prarie League Q QueenQuicksilver Messenger ServiceQuiet Riot R RaceyRainbowRainbow TheaterRam JamRamonesRandy
HoldenRanmadouRare EarthRaspberriesRay CharlesRay StevensRay ThomasRed RiderREO SpeedwagonRick DerringerRick SpringfieldRick WakemanRingo StarrRoberta FlackROBIN TROWERROD STEWART (solo)RodriguezRolling StonesRose TattooRoxy MusicThe RunawaysRushRY COODERS SailorSANTANAScorpionsSeals & CroftsSensational
Alex Harvey BandSex PistolsShaggyShaun CassidySHINKI CHINSimon & GarfunkelSimple MindsSiouxsie and the BansheesSir Lord BaltimoreSkin AlleySkyhooksSladeSly & The Family StoneSmokie Robinson & The MiraclesSPEED GLUE & SHINKIThe SpinnersSpiritSplashSpontaneous CombustionSprigunsSpringThe Staple SingersStatus
QuoStealers WheelSTEELY DANSteppenwolfStepsonSteve Harley & Cockney RebelSTEVE MILLER BANDSteven Van ZandtStevie WonderStonewallThe StoogesStranglersStrawberry PathStrayStray DogStrikerStudStyxSudden DeathSuper SisterSupernautSupertrampSupremesSuzi QuatroSweetSweet Toothe T T. RexT. P. SmokeTalking
HeadsTangerine DreamTaste of HoneyTear GasTed NugentThe TemptationsTEN YEARS AFTER/ALVIN LEETerry JacksThin LizzyThirsty MoonThree Dog NightThundermugTim CurryToadTodd RundgrenTom JonesTom WaitsTommy BolinTony Orlando & DawnTotoTrafficTriumphTriumvirateTrukTRUTH AND JANEYTullyTurning PointTwisted Sister U
U2UFOUriah HeepV VAN HALENVan MorrisonVillage PeopleVinegar JoeW WarWarhorseWarm DustWarren ZevonWeedWhalefeathersWhiteWhite WingWHO; THE WHO(70's they stood out)Wicked LadyWicked LesterWidowmakerWild CherryWingsWishbone AshWizzardX, Y, Z YESYesterday & Today (Y&T)Young FlowersZZ TOPZiorZoot---Note: This
list is constantly being updated. Send the staff a PM if you have any additions to the list. Thank You Last edited by a moderator: Jan 6, 2024 Page 2 You are using an out of date browser. It may not display this or other websites correctly.You should upgrade or use an alternative browser. Discuss your favorite classic rock and music from the 70's. You
must log in or register to post here. The 70s was a crucial period in the history of pop and rock music. This was the time when musical genres were redefined, new styles were being explored and musicians from various parts of the world were experimenting with different sounds.Such artistic endeavors have left behind a rich legacy that continues to
inspire modern-day musicians.In honor of this musical heritage, lets take a look at some of the most popular rock bands of the 70s that shaped the musical landscape of the decade.While there are certainly others that could have made it on this list, we feel that the bands listed here had a particularly big impact on rock music during the
70s.Characterized by its heavy guitar riffs and catchy hooks, classic rock peaked in popularity in the mid-1970s. Though it has since been overshadowed by other genres, classic rock still enjoys a large following even today.Some of the most popular classic rock bands of the 70s include Aerosmith, Pink Floyd, The Beatles, and the ones mentioned
below. A few of these bands are still touring today, while others have retired from performing altogether.Regardless, they all had an important impact on rock music in the 70s and deserve recognition for their contributions to society.AerosmithDeep PurpleThe BeatlesAC/DCPink FloydForeigner (band)RamonesThe DoorsCrosby, Stills, Nash and
YoungStyx (band)Blue yster CultHard rock bands from the 70s are often considered the pioneers of this genre. Formed as an evolution from blues-rock and psychedelic rock, hard rock bands of the 70s such as Led Zeppelin, Deep Purple, and Black Sabbath helped to establish many of the conventions that are still followed by hard rock bands
today.And while the genre has certainly evolved over the years, the hard rock bands of the 70s remain some of the most popular and influential in the world.MotrheadScorpions (band)Kiss (band)Uriah HeepRush (band)Iron MaidenZZ TopKing CrimsonBudgie (band)Montrose (band)Soft rock is a subgenre of rock music that was prominent in the
1970s. This genre has been characterized by more laid-back beats and softer sounds, which are often not as intense as other forms of rock.In spite of its mellower sound, soft rock has left a lasting legacy on the music industry and even spawned its own radio stations.So, if you are looking for some great music to listen to then it is hard to go wrong
with this list of the best soft rock bands of the 70s.Bee GeesThe CarpentersAir SupplySeals and CroftsFleetwood MacChicago (band)Hall and OatesEagles (band)The Doobie BrothersEngland Dan and John Ford ColeyToto (band)Led Zeppelin, The Who, and Pink Floyd are some of the most iconic British rock bands of the 1970s. With their heavy guitar
riffs and psychedelic sounds, these bands dominated the airwaves and concert stages throughout the decade.However, there were also many other great British rock bands that emerged during the 70s. These bands were among the leaders and frontrunners of the British Invasion movement, and they continue to influence new generations of
musicians.Below is a list of ten of the most influential and best British rock bands from the 1970s. Many have stood the test of time over four decades and we would like to thank them for their contributions to music history.The KinksJoy DivisionT. Rex (band)Jethro TullThe ClashRoxy MusicGenesis (band)The JamThe YardbirdsBrinsley SchwarzThe
Damned (band)The best rock and roll bands of the 70s were a lot different than what we typically see on today. They had plenty of grit and soul, but they also had so much more.From iconic album covers to major hits, these bands got listeners through some tough times and were forever thankful for that. Although there were dozens of bands that
could fit on this list, we narrowed it down to the following ten that we feel best represent the era.AC/DCZZ TopJethro TullStyx (band)Blondie (band)Steely DanYes (band)Cheap TrickThe Beach BoysTalking HeadsBad Companyln this section, we will talk about some of the most famous rock bands from the 1970s. All these bands achieved massive
success both in the United States and abroad and are still remembered to this day.One thing that was common among all these bands is that they all left a major impact on the music scene and continue to influence current artists.So without further ado, here are ten of the most famous 70s rock bands.Led ZeppelinPink FloydQueen (band)The Rolling
StonesBlack SabbathAC/DCZZ TopDeep PurpleThe DoorsKiss (band)Thanks to the success of bands like Black Sabbath and Led Zeppelin, heavy metal grew in popularity during the 70s. Thanks to this, many other groups were able to pursue their dreams and make a living as rock stars.The following list consists of 10 extremely influential and
successful heavy metal bands from the 1970s that were pioneers of the genre.In the early 70s, heavy metal was still in its infancy. However, by the end of the decade, it had become one of the most popular genres in music. This was largely due to the efforts of the bands on this list, who helped bring metal to the mainstream and make it a household
name.Judas Priestlron MaidenScorpions (band)Kiss (band)Def LeppardRainbowlIron ButterflyBlue CheerSir Lord BaltimoreThe 70s was a time of great change for punk rock. This genre, which was once seen as a subculture, gradually became more mainstream and developed its own unique sound.As the decade progressed, punk rock bands began to
experiment with new styles and sounds. This led to the creation of several new subgenres, including hardcore punk, anarcho-punk, and goth punk.Despite the genres growing popularity, punk rock remained largely underground throughout the 70s. However, this would change in the early 80s when several punk bands achieved mainstream
success.Below is a list of five of the most important and influential punk rock bands from the 1970s. While not all of them achieved mainstream success, they all played a major role in the development of punk rock.RamonesThe ClashThe StoogesNew York DollsThe Damned (band)BuzzcocksBlack Flag (band)Blondie (band)Dead KennedysThe Dead
BoysThe Dead BoysDevols there a difference between southern rock and other forms of rock? Sure, theres a little nuance. However, modern listeners have come to know southern rock as one of those categories that act as a catch-all for bands from the south.Southern rock first appeared in the late 60s with the Allman Brothers Band and their self-
titled debut album. Little did the world know the south would go on to become one of rocks most prominent regions, producing numerous major acts.By the mid-70s, southern rock had entered its golden age. Bands like Lynyrd Skynyrd and The Marshall Tucker Band were ready to take over the music industry by storm, while other talented acts like
ZZ Top and the Outlaws were waiting in the wings.What follows is a list of some of the most important southern rock bands from the 1970s.Lynyrd SkynyrdThe Allman Brothers BandThe Marshall Tucker BandZZ TopMolly Hatchet38 Special (band)Blackfoot (band)Wet WillieOutlaws (band)Black Oak ArkansasCharlie DanielsWhen rock music first
came around, most people considered it a strictly British phenomenon. However, that all changed with the rise of psychedelic rock and blues rock in the late 60s. Thanks to bands like Cream and The Jimi Hendrix Experience, American groups were finally getting their due.This lead to an explosion of incredible talent in 1970s, with many bands rising
to prominence. The decade was an especially good one for American rock, with a wide variety of styles being represented.Below is a list of ten of the most important and influential American rock bands from the 1970s. You may notice that most of them came from the state of California. This was not a coincidence, as this region would go on to become
one of the most prominent in rock music.Creedence Clearwater RevivalThe ByrdsSteely Dan]Jefferson AirplaneSly and the Family StoneThe TemptationsTom Petty and the HeartbreakersHeart (band)The B-52sBoston (band)Buffalo SpringfieldCanadas rock scene was as good as any other in the world, and during the 70s it produced some of the
greatest rock bands to date.It is very hard to narrow down a list of only the ten best Canadian rock bands from the 70s, but I have done my best and came up with this list of top music groups which were extremely influential and important during their time.These ten bands not only helped define Canadian rock music during the 70s, but also had a
significant impact on the international music scene. Thanks to them, Canada is now known as a hotbed for great rock music.The Guess WhoBachmanTurner OverdriveRush (band)April WineLoverboySteppenwolf (band)Trooper (band)Triumph (band)The StampedersMax WebsterFive Man Electrical BandDoug and the SlugsCountry music was already
popular in the United States during the 1960s. However, it truly came into its own during the 70s, thanks to incredible performers like the ones mentioned below.While bands like The Byrds helped bring country rock to mainstream audiences during the 60s, they were largely overshadowed by more prominent rock groups of the time. This all changed
with the rise of country-rock bands in the 70s.They were able to win over audiences by blending authentic country elements with more mainstream rock sounds. This led to the creation of several subgenres, including progressive country rock, outlaw country, and Southern rock.Below is a list of five of the most important and influential country-rock
bands from the 1970s that helped popularize the genre.PocoBuffalo SpringfieldPure Prairie LeagueNew Riders of the Purple Sage38 Special (band)Nitty Gritty Dirt BandLittle FeatThe Ozark Mountain DaredevilsThe Kentucky HeadhuntersThe Doobie BrothersCommander Cody and His Lost Planet AirmenThe 70s was a time of great change for pop
rock. This genre, which was once seen as a subgenre of rock music, gradually became more independent and developed its own unique sound.As the decade progressed, pop rock bands began to experiment with new styles and sounds which led to the creation of several new subgenres, including power pop and art rock.Despite the genres growing
popularity, pop rock remained largely underground throughout the 70s. However, this would change in the early 80s when several pop rock bands achieved mainstream success.Bands like The Carpenters, The Jackson 5, and Simon & Garfunkel dominated the music charts during the early 70s. However, by the middle of the decade, a new wave of pop
rock bands began to emerge.These bands helped bring pop rock to mainstream audiences and make it one of the most popular genres in music. With that said, here is a list of five of the most important and influential pop rock bands from the 1970s.Emerson, Lake and PalmerGrand Funk RailroadThe HolliesThe Jackson 5SupertrampThe Velvet
UndergroundBadfingerKansas (band)Three Dog NightAlthough it was not as popular as other genres, progressive rock had a strong impact on the music scene during the 70s.Thanks to this movement, many groups were able to experiment with their sounds and play longer songs that often featured complex arrangements, tempo changes, and lyrical
themes.Below are a few of the best prog rock bands of the 70s that helped popularize the genre. These bands were not afraid to experiment with their sounds or break taboos when it came to lyrical themes. This helped them to stand out from the rest of the pack and achieve massive success.Gentle GiantVan der Graaf GeneratorSoft MachinePremiata
Forneria MarconiMarillionThe NiceHawkwindAngeCatherine Ribeiro + AlpesCurved AirElectric Light OrchestraEmerson, Lake & PalmerGentle GiantGlam rock is a genre of rock music that emerged in the early 1970s in the United Kingdom. The style was often characterized by outrageous clothes, makeup, and hairstyles, as well as sexually
suggestive lyrics and performance.Many of the most popular glam rock bands in the 70s were from the United Kingdom and include acts such as T. Rex, Roxy Music, and David Bowie.Below is a list of the best glam rock bands that defined the genre in the 70s with their unique style and sound. Although some of these bands may not be around today,
their music will definitely live on forever.The SweetRoxy MusicT. Rex (band)SladeNew York DollsMott The HoopleWizzardMud (band)Steve Harley & Cockney RebelThe Glitter BandSparks (band)Bay City RollersSilverheadBy the late 1960s, blues rock had become one of the most popular genres of music in the world. This was largely due to the
success of bands such as The Jimi Hendrix Experience, Cream, and Led Zeppelin.The 70s continued this trend and saw the emergence of many great blues rock bands. These bands often combined traditional blues with rock to produce some of the most memorable tracks in music history which are still popular to this day.Below is a list of the 10 best
blues rock bands of the 1970s. These bands helped define the genre and left a lasting legacy on the music industry. We hope you enjoy their music!John Mayall & the BluesbreakersCanned HeatThe YardbirdsTen Years AfterSavoy BrownThe AnimalsFoghatThe Paul Butterfield Blues BandBig Brother and the Holding CompanyHumble PieLittle
FeatWhen you think about rock music, the first people that come to mind are usually male. This is because many of the best-known rock bands of all time have been led by men, including Queen, AC/DC, The Rolling Stones, and Van Halen.However, it was not always this way. By the start of the 70s, female rock bands were becoming more and more
common. These women often carried the torch during a time when rock music was dominated by men, and they left a lasting impression on the genre.Below is a list of 10 best female rock bands of the 1970s that have paved the way for many great acts to follow. These women are pioneers who helped break down musical barriers with their talent and
raw energy.The RunawaysFanny (band)The Pleasure SeekersThe Ace of CupsThe Heart BeatsThe ShaggsLydia Lunchthe WeldersDo you know who are The Hives, Europe, or ABBA? These may not be household names to you, but they should be. All of these bands are Swedish and rose to fame in the 70s.Swedens music scene started to take off during
this decade. Many great artists emerged from the country, including the members of ABBA who would go on to become one of the most successful bands in history.This list honors the lesser-known yet equally talented Swedish rock bands that came out of the 70s.Ebba GrnWilmer XTages (band)The SpotnicksSnowstorm (band)Samla Mammas
MannaSo, there you have it, 100+ popular rock bands of the 70s. I hope you have enjoyed reading this article as much as I have enjoyed writing it. It has been a pleasure to research and compile all of this information for you.Please feel free to share this article with your friends and family. And if you have any thoughts or feedback, please leave a
comment below. I would love to hear what you think! The top 100 artists of the 70s dominated the album charts.Artists didnt just make hits they made history. So, ranking these famous musicians needs an appropriately informed approach. This list has been meticulously ranked, drawing from a blend of chart performance, radio prominence, genre
impact, and cultural significance. Below each artists name, youll find links to the years they made it into the US Top 40 throughout that vibrant decade. This compilation serves as a gateway to exploring the musical brilliance that defined an era, inviting readers to delve into the sounds that shaped the 70s. The best part about revisiting the top artists
of the 70s is realizing how much their influence still echoes today. Youll hear their fingerprints on new albums, see their fashion revived on stage and online, and feel their spirit in the bold creativity of artists across every genre. These werent just musicians they were trailblazers. They pushed boundaries, redefined what music could sound like, and
spoke to generations hungry for change. Thats why weve gone deep, ranking these top 100 music artists of the 70s not just by their hits, but by the waves they made then and the ones they still make now. Genres: Soul, pop R&B, funk, jazz Stevie Wonder Circa 1973Image source:Motown Records In 1970, Stevie Wonder turned 20 years old. Having
been a professional recording artist signed to Motown since 1961, Stevie was already a veteran of the industry. During the 1970s, Stevie released a total of eight studio albums with five tracks reaching number 1 and many others making it into the US Top 40. Number 1 singles during the 1970s include Superstition, You Are the Sunshine of My Life,
You Havent Done Nothin, I Wish, and Sir Duke. Between 1970 and 1979, Stevie Wonder took home a total of 12 Grammy Awards, more than half of the 22 he has received during the course of his career. 1970|1971|1972|1973|1974|1975|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: Hard rock, blues rock, folk rock, heavy metal Led Zeppelinon stage Chicargo
Statium 1975Image source:Tony Morelli Led Zeppelin was a 4-piece 70s rock band whose career spanned 12 years from 1968 to 1980. Sadly the band broke up due to the passing of drummer John Bonham in October 1980. The cause of death was asphyxiation from vomit after a heavy night of drinking the night before. The band released a total of
eight studio albums, six of which were released during the 1970s. From 1970 to 1979 Led Zeppelin was nominated for 5 Grammy Awards but never won. Between 1999 and 2014, the band did, however, take home a total of 5 Grammys, 4 of which were Grammy Hall of Fame awards and the 5th for Best Rock Album in 2014. Their influence and
innovation secure their place among the top 100 artists of the 70s. 1970|1971]|1972|1973|1974|1975|1979 Genres: Rock, pop rock, glam rock, soft rock, rhythm and blues SirElton Johnhas sold more than 300 million records, making him one of the best-selling musicians internationally, ever. During the 1970s, Elton John released a total of 12 studio
albums (this excludes compilations, soundtracks, etc), six of which made it to number 1 in the Billboard 200 Album chart. Six singles made it to number 1 in the US Top 40 between 1970 and 1979. During the 1970s, Elton John was nominated for a total of 9 Grammy Awards but sadly never won during this period. In 1994, he was inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and in 1998 became Sir Elton John after being knighted by Queen Elizabeth II. 1970|1971|1972|1973]|1974|1975|1976|1977]|1978|1979 Genres: Progressive, rock, art rock, psychedelic rock Pink Floydperforming 1973 shortly before releasing Dark Side of the MoonImage source:Erik Calonius Pink Floyd started out as a 5-
piece British rock band formed in London, 1965. By 1970, Pink Floyd were a 4-piece due to lead singer and guitarist, Syd Barrett left in 1968 due to mental health issues. Between 1970 and 1979, Pink Floyd released a total of 9 studio albums including their acclaimed The Dark Side of the Moon which sold 15 million units in the United States alone
and made it to number 1 in the US Billboard 200 album charts. In total, 3 albums went to number 1 on the US Billboard 200 during this time. Just one song, Another Brick in the Wall (Part II) made it to number 1 in the US Top 40 during the 1970s. The band was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1996. 1973 Genres: Rock, blues, rock and
roll Mick Jagger ofThe Rolling Stonesin concert at Zuiderpark, Netherlands May, 29th 1976Image source:Bert Verhoeff / Anefo The Rolling Stones are an British rock band formed in 1963. Since forming the group, there have been several members come and go with only Mick Jagger (lead vocals) and Keith Richards (lead guitar) being the only
remaining founding members. The only other current members Charlie Watts (drums) joined the band during 1963 and Ronnie Wood (guitar) joined in 1975. During the 1970s, The Rolling Stones released 6 studio albums two of which went to number 1 on the US Billboard 200 album chart. Between 1970 and 1979, the band had 3 tracks made it to
number 1 in the US Top 40. They were nominated for just a single Grammy Award during the 70s but, unfortunately, did not win. The Rolling Stones were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1989. 1971|1972|1973|1974|1975|1976]|1978|1979 Genres: Rock, country, rock, soft rock, folk rock Eagles Best of My Love single cover Released
1974 The Eaglesare a 5-piece American rock band formed in Los Angeles 1971. The band released a total of 7 studio albums, 6 of which were released during the 1970s. Three of their 1970s albums made it to number 1 in the US Billboard 200 album charts. Five tracks released during the 70s went to number 1 in the US Top 40. During the 1970s,
The Eagles won four of their six Grammy Nominations. The band was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1998. 1972|1973]|1974|1975|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: R&B, soul, psychedelic soul, funk, jazz, pop Marvin Gaye Marvin Gaye is an American singer/songwriter from Washington DC. By 1970, at the age of 31, Gaye already had 9
years of experience in the music industry. Between 1970 and 1979, Marvin Gaye released a total of six studio albums including the famous Lets Get It On which made it to number 2 on the US Billboard 200 album charts. During the same time, two singles made it to number 1 on the US Top 40. Marvin Gaye was nominated for six Grammy awards
during the 1970s but unfortunately didnt manage a win. He was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1987. 1970(1971|1972|1973|1974|1976|1977 Genres: Rock Queen performing in New Haven, Connecticut circa 1977Image source:Carl Lender Queenwas a 4-piece 70s rock band formed in London in 1970. Founding members included
Freddie Mercury (lead vocals, piano), Brian May (lead guitar), Roger Taylor (drums) and John Deacon (bass). Freddie Mercury is widely regarded as one of the greatest male vocalists in history. His electrifying stage performance made Queen one of the best bands to see live during the 70s and 80s. Sadly, Freddie past away in 1991 after losing his
battle with AIDS. Between 1970 and 1979, Queen released a total of seven studio albums. Two albums made it to number 1 in the UKs Official Album Charts but never got higher than number 3 on the US Billboard 200 album charts. Queen managed just a single US Top 40 number 1 with Crazy Little Thing Called Love in 1979. The band was
nominated for two Grammy Awards during the 70s but failed to win. Queen was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2001. 1975|1976|1977|1978]|1979 Genres: Funk, soul, rhythm and blues James Brown performing at Musikhalle of Hamburg, Germany February 1973Image source:Heinrich Klaffs Referred to as The Godfather of Soul,James
Brownis recognized as one of the greatest funk musicians in history. Between 1970 and 1979, Brown released 23 of his 63 studio albums. Sadly none of his 1970s album releases made it to number 1 in the US Billboard 200 album charts, however, Brown did get a number 1 in the Billboard R&B album charts with The Payback released in 1973. While
many of his singles made it into the US Top 40, James Brown never made it to number 1 during the 1970s. James Brown was one of the first inductees to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1986. 1970|1971|1972]|1973]|1974|1975|1976 Genres: Rock, hard rock, pop The Who live at Maple Leaf Gardens, Toronto, Canada October 21, 1976 (the last public
gig with drummer Keith Moon)Image source:Jean-Luc Ourlin The Who are a British rock band formed in London in 1964. The band is widely regarded as one of the most influential rock bands of the 20th century. Founding members include Roger Daltrey (lead singer),Pete Townshend(lead guitar, vocals), John Entwistle (bass) and Keith Moon (drums).
The band released just four albums during the 1970s with two making it to number 2 in US Billboard 200 album charts. While many of The Whos singles made it into the US Top 40, none made it to the number 1 position during the 1970s. The band wasnt nominated for any Grammy Awards during the 70s but were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame in 1990. 1970|1971|1972]1973|1976|1978 Genres: Heavy metal Black Sabbathin London 1970Image source:Vertigo Records Considered by many to be The Pioneers of Heavy Metal, Black Sabbath was an English heavy metal band which formed in Birmingham, UK in 1968. Its founding members were Tony Iommi (guitarist and songwriter),
Bill Ward (drummer), Geezer Butler (bassist and primary lyricist), andOzzy Osbourne(lead singer). Osbourne was dismissed from the band in 1979 and replaced by former Rainbow vocalist, Ronnie James Dio. After that, the band experienced many changes to the line-up, with Tony Iommi being the only constant member throughout the bands history.
Black Sabbath released eight studio albums between 1970 and 1978 including their 1970 UK chart-topper Paranoid. All of these albums made it into the US Billboard 200, but none made it to number 1. Two of their singles released in the 70s made it onto the US Billboard Hot 100, Paranoid (1970) and Iron Man (1971). Black Sabbath was inducted
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2006. They have also won two Grammy Awards in 1998 and 2013, for Best Metal Performance, and in 2019 the band was presented a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. Black Sabbeth did not feature in the US Top 40 between 1970 and 1979. Genres: Soul, R&B, pop, gospel, dance Aretha FranklinBillboard
PR photo taken February 17th, 1968Image source:Atlantic Records Aretha Franklin, also known as The Queen of Soul was an American singer, songwriter, and pianist from Detroit, Michigan. Aretha Franklin is the most charted female in history. Franklin released 10 studio albums between 1970 and 1979, all of which made it into the US Billboard
200, although none made it to number 1. She had ten R&B Billboard Chart-topper singles with hits like Dont Play That Song (You Lied), Bridge Over Troubled Water and Until You Come Back to Me (Thats What Im Gonna Do). Her chart-topping R&B tracks and vocal mastery established Aretha as a top artist of the 70s. Franklin was inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1987. She was nominated for a Grammy Award 44 times and won 18 times and was awarded a Grammy Legend Award in 1991 and then the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in 1994. Franklin died at her home on August 16, 2018, aged 76. The cause of death was a pancreatic neuroendocrine tumor.
1970[1971]1972]1973|1974|1976 Genres: Art rock, glam rock, pop, electronic, experimental David Bowie, shooting the music video for Rebel Rebel February 1974Image source:AVRO David Robert Jones, better known as David Bowie, was a hugely influential English singer/songwriter. Bowie released 11 albums from 1970 1979, all of which made it
into the US Billboard 200. Although none made it to number 1 in the US, his 1976 album Station to Station did make it to number 3. His first number 1 hit single on the Billboard Hot 100 was Fame in 1975. Bowie won six Grammy Awards and was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1996. David Bowie died of liver cancer on 10 January
2016, just two days after his 69th Birthday and the release of his final album Blackstar. 1973|1974]|1975|1976 Genres:Rock, pop, classical, electronic Paul McCartneyperforming at a Wings concert circa 1976Image source:Jim Summaria Sir James Paul McCartney is one of the most successful composers and performers of all time. After his success as a
guitarist and singer withthe Beatles, McCartney pursued a solo career in 1970. His first solo album. McCartney (1970), was a US number 1 hit. He then formed the band Wings with wife, Linda McCartney and Denny Laine (guitarist), who were later joined by Denny Seiwell (drummer), and Henry McCullough (guitarist). Wings first number 1 single in
the US was the 1973 hit My Love. The band had 4 number 1 albums between 1973 and 1976. Sir Paul McCartney is a two-time inductee into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame (as a member of the Beatles in 1988, and as a solo artist in 1999). Hes also an 18-time Grammy Award winner. Six as a solo artist and two as a member of Wings. His continued
success places him firmly among the top 100 artists of the 70s, and Wings ranks as one of the top music artists of the 70s thanks to their memorable hooks and stadium-filling tours. 1971|1972|1973|1974|1975|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres:Funk, psychedelia, rock, soul Parliament band circa 1970sImage source:Wikipedia Creative Commons P-Funkis
an American funk music collective headed by George Clinton. The collective is two sister groups, Parliament and Funkadelic. Parliament is based on eclectic and commercial funk, while Funkadelic is influenced by psychedelic rock. All the musicians who perform for one of George Clintons projects, fall under the name Parliament-Funkadelic. Other
notable members who joined P-Funk during the 70s period include keyboardist Bernie Worrell, bassist Bootsy Collins, and guitarist Garry Shider. In the 70s, Funkadelic released 11 albums and Parliament released 8 albums, none reached number 1 on the US Billboards.Sixteen members of Parliament-Funkadelic were inducted into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame in 1997. In May 2019, the group was awarded a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. 1976|1978 Genres:Doo-wop, rock and roll, R&B, soul, rock, funk, gospel The Isley Brothers 3+3 album cover from 1973Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons The Isley Brothers are an American musical group. Originally a vocal trio of brothers
that turned into a band when two more brothers and a brother-in-law joined the group in 1973. The Isley Brothers went through several lineup changes through the 80s and 90s. Between 1970-1979 the group released 10 albums, 9 of which reached into the top 40 of The Billboard 200, with their 1975 The Heat Is On reaching number 1. Although
none of their 70s singles made it to number 1 on the charts, their hits That Lady and Fight The Power made it into the top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100. The Isley Brothers were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1992. 1971|1972|1973|1975|1976|1977 Genres: Pop rock, soft rock, blues rock, art pop, blues Promotional photo of Fleetwood
Mac for June 25th, 1977 issue of Billboard Magazinelmage source:Billboard Magazine Formed in London in 1967, Fleetwood Mac is a British-American rock band. In 1975 the group consisted of Mick Fleetwood, Christine McVie, John McVie, Stevie Nicks, and Lindsey Buckingham. With this line-up came two US chart-topping albums Fleetwood Mac in
1975 and Rumours in 1977, which also produced four US Top 10 singles. The album remained at number one on the American albums chart for 31 weeks and won an American Music Award and a Grammy in 1978. In 1977, the single Dreams reached number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100. The band had 9 Top 20 singles between 1975 and 1979. Their
emotional songwriting and harmonies solidify their legacy among the top music artists of the 70s. In 1998, members of Fleetwood Mac were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Members inducted included the original band, Mick Fleetwood, John McVie, Peter Green, Jeremy Spencer, and Danny Kirwan, and Rumours-era members Christine
McVie, Stevie Nicks, and Lindsey Buckingham. 1975|1976|1977|1979 Genres:Rock, pop, experimental John LennonPromotional photo for September 18, 1971 issue of Billboard MagazineImage source:Billboard Magazine John Winston Ono Lennon was an English singer-songwriter who, after his success with The Beatles, released his debut solo album
John Lennon/Plastic Ono Band in 1970. He went on to release 5 more studio albums during the 70s, two of which reached number 1 on the US Billboard 200; Imagine in 1971 and Walls and Bridges in 1974. His first number 1 single on the US Billboard Hot 100 was Whatever Gets You thru the Night (1974). On 8 December 1980, Lennon was shot and
killed by a crazed fan outside his apartment in New York. The following year, his best-selling solo album, Double Fantasy won a Grammy Award for Album of the Year. John Lennon was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1994. 1971|1973|1974|1975 Genres: Pop, soul, disco, rock soft Bee Geesperforming on the TV show The Midnight
Special 1973Image source:NBC Television Formed in 1958, The Bee Gees were a pop music group consisting of brothers Robin, Barry and Maurice Gibb. The groups most significant success came in the late 60s and early 70s. From the mid to late 70s, The Bee Gees were notable contributors to the disco music era. They released 9 studio albums
between 1970-1979 with 6 of their albums reaching the top 50 on the Billboard 200. Their 1979 album Spirits Having Flown making it all the way to number 1. They also released 35 singles during the same period. Twelve of their singles made it into the top 10 in the Billboard Hot 100 of which 8 made it all the way to the number 1 spot. In 1997 they
were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. After 45 years as a group, Barry and Robin decided to retire the band following Maurice Gibbs death in 2003. 1970|1971|1972|1975]|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: Rock, soft rock, pop rock, jazz rock Chicago is an American rock band formed in 1967 in Chicago. The group initially called themselves
Chicago Transit Authority in 1968 before shortening the name in 1969. Chicago has sold over 100 million records, making them one of the most successful rock bands of all time. During the 1970s they released 12 albums, 5 of which made it to number 1 in the Billboard 200. Their 1976 album entitled Chicago X produced the hit single If You Leave me
Now which made it to number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100. During their career, they have won 2 American Music Awards and 5 Grammy Awards. In 2014 Chicago was inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2016. 1970|1971|1972|1973|1974|1975|1976]|1977]|1978|1979 Genres: Reggae, ska, rocksteady BobMarley
in concert in 1980, Zrich, SwitzerlandImage source:Ueli Frey Robert Nesta Marley, famously known asBob Marleywas a Jamaican singer/songwriter and widely recognized as a Reggae pioneer. In 1963 Bob Marley formed the group Bob Marley and the Wailers with Peter Tosh and Bunny Wailer. Between 1970-1979 Bob Marley and the Wailers
released 10 studio albums with Rastaman Vibration reaching number 8 in the Billboard 200. They also released 62 singles during the 70s; however, only Roots, Rock, Reggae made it into the top 100 in the Billboard Hot 100, peaking at 51. In 1994 Bob Marley was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and in 2001 was awarded a Grammy
Lifetime Achievement Award. Bob Marley and the Wailers were inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 2001 for No Woman, No Cry. Though not dominant in US Top 40 charts, Marleys global impact places him among the top artist of the 70s. Sadly, Bob Marley died in 1981, just a few years after being diagnosed with acral lentiginous melanoma
but his music is still enjoyed around the world to this day. Bob Marley did not feature in the US Top 40 between 1970 and 1979. Genres: Pop, R&B, soul, disco, funk, bubblegum pop The Jackson 5 promo picture circa 1977Image source:CBS Television(via Wikipedia Commons) The Jackson 5 were an American pop band composed of 5 family members.
The original members were Jackie, Tito, Jermaine, Marlon, and Michael. They were signed with Motown Records from 1968 to 1975 during which time they released 10 studio albums. In 1970 The Jackson 5 released two albums, ABC and Third Album, both making it to number 4 on the Billboard Hot 100. During this time they enjoyed great success
with 16 of their singles reaching the top 40 of the Hot 100, the most successful being ABC, The Love You Save and Ill Be There all reaching number 1. In 1975 they left Motown Records and signed with Epic Records where they changed their name to The Jacksons. During 1976-1979 they released 3 albums with Destiny making it to number 11 in the
Billboard 200. 1970|1971|1972|1973|1974]|1975 Genres: R&B, soul Earth Wind & Fire performing in 1982Image source:Chris Hakkens Earth, Wind, and Fire is an American band founded in 1969 by Maurice White. Between 1970-1979 they released 9 studio albums, with their 1975 album entitled Thats the Way of the World making it to number 1 on
the Billboard 200. During the 1970s 6 of their singles made it into the top 10 in the Billboard Hot 100 with their 1975 single Shining Star making it all the way to number 1. Some of the Earth, Wind, and Fires most notable achievements have been winning 5 American Music Awards, and 7 Grammy Award as well as being honored with a Grammy
Lifetime Achievement Award. Earth, Wind & Fire was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall Of Fame on March 6, 2000. Maurice White died on February 4, 2016, after suffering for many years with Parkinsons disease. 1974|1975|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: R&B, soul, blues, gospel Al Green on the Mike Douglas Show February 1973Image
source:Mike Douglas Show(via Wikipedia Commons) Albert Leornes Greene also known as The Reverend Al Green is an American singer, songwriter and record producer. Between 1970-1979 Al Green released 11 albums, 7 of which made it into the top 40 in the Billboard 200, with his 1972 album Im Still in Love with You making it to number 4.
Although none of his records made it to number one on the Billboard 200, he did enjoy more considerable success on the US Billboard R&B album charts with 6 number 1 albums all coming between 1972-1975. Al Green released 26 singles between 1970-1979 with Lets Stay Together reached number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100 and 6 singles entering
number 1 on the US Billboard R&B album charts. Green was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1995. 1971|1972|1973|1974|1975|1976|1977 Genres: Rock, heartland rock, folk rock, rock n roll Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band circa 1977Image source:Columbia Records(via Wikipedia Commons) Bruce Frederick Joseph
Springsteen aka The Boss is an American singer and songwriter. Since 1972,Bruce Springsteenhas played alongside The E Street Band. He released his first studio album in 1973 entitled Greetings From Asbury Park, N.J. which made it to number 60 in the Billboard 200. He went on to release 3 more albums between 1973-1979. His 1975 album Born
to Run made it to number 3 in the Billboard 200 and his 1978 album Darkness on the Edge of Town made it to number 5. During 1973-1979 Bruce Springsteen released 10 singles. Sadly none of his early singles made it into the top 20 in the Billboard Hot 100. His best performing single in the Billboard Hot 100 during the 1970s came in 1975 with
Born to Run. In 1999 he was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. To date, Bruce Springsteen has won 4 American Music Awards and a total of 20 Grammy Awards. 1975|1978 Genres: Hard rock, heavy metal, shock rock, glam metal Gene Simmons and Ace Frehley of KISS performing live in New Haven during the Alive II Tour 1978Image
source:Carl Lender Kiss is an American rock band formed in 1973 famous for their elaborate stage performances, and eccentric makeup. The founding members include Gene Simmons, Peter Criss, Paul Stanley, and Ace Frehley. The bands debut album was released in 1974 and simply entitled Kiss.Kiss released 7 studio albums between 1974 and
1979. In 1976 they released two studio albums, Destroyer and Rock and Roll Over both making it to number 11 in the Billboard 200. Their following album in 1977 Love Gun made it to number 4 in the Billboard 200 and Dynasty reaching number 9 in 1979. During 1974-1979 Kiss released 21 singles 8 of which made it into the top 40 with their single
Beth making it into the top 10 peaking at 7. Kiss was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2014. Their explosive performances and rock anthems landed them a place among the top 100 music artists of the 70s. 1970|1971]|1972|1973|1974|1975|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: Punk rock, post-punk, new wave, experimental rock Paul Simonon
of the Clash performs at the Palladium September 1979Image source:Sands7(via Wikipedia Commons) The Clash was an English rock band formed in 1976 in London, England. They were pioneers in the British punk rock movement. The longest-standing band members were Joe Strummer as the lead vocalist and rhythm guitarist, Mick Jones as lead
vocalist and guitarist, Nicky Headon on the drums and Paul Simonon as bassist. In 1977 The Clash signed with record company CBS and released their self-titled debut album The Clash. Between 1977-1979 The Clash released 3 albums with London Calling being their most successful album in the U.S. reaching number 27 in the Billboard 200. They
released 11 singles between 1977-1979, none of which made it into the Billboard Hot 100. In 2003 The Clash was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Sadly, this was shortly after the death of Joe Strummer. The Clash did not feature in the US Top 40 between 1970 and 1979. Genres: Soul, funk, R&B, psychedelic soul Curtis Mayfield
performing for Dutch TV in 1972Image source:ARVO Curtis Lee Mayfield was an American singer-songwriter, guitarist and record producer. In 1970 he left the group The Impressions to pursue a solo career after being with the group for 14 years. During 1970-1979 he released 11 studio albums. His 1970 debut solo album entitled Curtis reached
number 19 in the Billboard 200 and his 1972 soundtrack album Super Fly going all the way to number 1. During the same period, he released 19 singles of which his 1972 single Freddies Dead reached number 4 on the Billboard Hot 100. He has won the Grammy Legend Award as well as the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. He was inducted
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame twice, first with his former groupThe Impressionsand again as a solo artist. Mayfield has also been inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame twice. The first induction was with The Impressions and then as a solo act.Curtis Lee Mayfield died in 1999 from complications with diabetes. 1971|1972|1973|1974 Genres:
Southern rock, blues rock, hard rock Lynyrd Skynyrd November 1973Image source:Billboard, page 11, 24 Nov 1973 Lynyrd Skynyrdis an American rock band. They were initially called My Backyard and eventually settled on Lynyrd Skynyrd in 1969, five years after forming. During the 1970s Lynyrd Skynyrd had a significant influence in shaping the
Southern rock genre. Their debut album entitled Pronounced Leh-nerd Skin-nerd came in 1973 and made it to number 27 in the Billboard 200. They went on to release another 4 albums during the 1970s, all making it into the top 40 in the Billboard 200, with 2 of their records making it into the top 10, Nuthin Fancy at number 9 and Street Survivors



at number 5. The band released 14 singles during the 1970s. Three of their singles made it into the top 20 in the Billboard Hot 100, with Free Bird at number 19, Whats Your Name at number 13 and Sweet Home Alabama at number 8. Sadly a plane crash in 1977 killed three of the band members, Ronnie Van Zant, Steve Gaines, and backup singer
Cassie Gaines. 1974|1975|1977|1978 Genres: Blues, rock Eric Clapton (right) with Derek and the Dominos February 1971Image source:Billboard, page 7, 6 February 1971 In 1970, Eric Clapton, Bobby Whitlock, Carl Radle, and Jim Gordon formed the blues-rock band known as Derek and the Dominos only to split up in 1971. During their year
together, Derek and the Dominos released a single studio album called Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs which didnt achieve much success. Eric Claptonis an English singer, songwriter, and guitarist. He released his debut self-titled album Eric Clapton in 1970 which made it to number 13 in the Billboard 200. He released a further 5 albums
during the 1970s with his 1974 album 461 Ocean Boulevard making it to number 1 in the Billboard 200 and his 1977 album Slowhand making it to number 2. Between 1970-1979 Eric Clapton released 13 singes. His most successful single during the 1970s was his cover version of I Shot the Sheriff which made it all the way to number 1 on the
Billboard Hot 100. Eric Clapton has won 3 American Music Awards,17 Grammy Awards, and 1 Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. He has also been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 4 times. 1970]|1971]|1974|1976|1978]1979 Genres: Hard rock, heavy metal, shock rock, glam rock Vincent Damon Furnier of Alice Cooper circa 1972Image
source:Hunter Desportes The originalAlice Cooperwas formed in 1968 as an American rock band with Vincent Damon Furnier on vocals, Glen Buxton on lead guitar, Michael Bruce on rhythm guitar, Dennis Dunaway on bass guitar, and Neal Smith on drums. During the early 1970s, the band released 6 studio albums. The last 5 studio albums released
as a band all made it into the top 40 in the Billboard 200, with Schools Out making it to number 2 and Billion Dollar Babies making it all the way to number 1. They released 14 singles between 1970-1974, Schools Out reaching number 7 on the Billboard Hot 100. In 1974 Vincent Damon Furnier adopted the band name Alice Cooper and began his solo
career. Between 1974-1979 Alice Cooper released 4 studio albums. His debut album Welcome To My Nightmare received the most success reaching number 5 in the Billboard 200. He released 9 singles during the 1970s. His most significant success came with his 1977 single You and Me which made it to number 9 on the Billboard Hot 100. In 2011,
the original Alice Cooper band were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 1971|1972|1973|1975]|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: R&B, soul, pop Gladys Knight and the Pips at Grand Gala du Disque Populaire in Congrescentrum Netherlands March 7, 1969Image source:GaHetNa (Nationaal Archief NL) Gladys Knight and the Pips, formally
known as simply the Pips were an American R&b/Soul band made up of siblings and cousins. The lead members included Gladys Knight, Merald Knight, William Guest, and Edward Patten. Between 1970 and 1979 Gladys Knight and the Pips released 9 studio albums. In 1973 the 70s the band released two albums, Neither One of Us and Imagination,
both making it to number 9 in the Billboard 200 and number 1 in the Billboard R&B album charts. During the 70s Gladys Knight and the Pips released an impressive 31 singles, 6 of which made it into the top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100 while Midnight Train to Georgia went all the way to number 1. Gladys Knight and the Pips have won 3 Grammy
Awards and 7 American Music Awards. In 1996 they were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. This 70s R&B band was also inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame both in 1999 for their single Midnight Train to Georgia and 2018 for I Heard it Through the Grapevine. 1970[1971|1972|1973|1974|1975|1976 Genres: Southern rock, blues rock
country rock The Allman Brothers Band in 1972Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons The Allman Brothers Band was an American rock band featuring Duane Allman and Greg Allman, Dickey Betts, Berry Oakley, Butch Trucks, and Jai Johanny Johanson. Between 1970-1979 the band released 5 studio albums. All 5 records made it into the top 50
on the Billboard 200 of which 4 were in the top 10. In 1973 their album Brothers and Sisters made it to number 1. The Allman Brothers Band released 10 singles during the 1970s; however, only two songs made it into the US Top 40, with Crazy Love peaking at 29 and Ramblin Man at number 2. Sadly, both Berry Oakley and the founding member
Duane Allman died in separate motorcycle accidents. The Allman Brothers Band was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1995. In 1996 they won a Grammy Award for Best Rock Instrumental Performance, and in 2012 they won a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. 1973|1979 Genres: Hard rock, blues rock, rock and roll Aerosmith Live
in Buenos Aires Elby 2007Image source:Ed Vill Aerosmith is an American rock band from Boston who enjoyed great success in the 70s with gold and platinum-selling albums. The band formed in 1970 with Steven Tyler, Brad Whitford, Tom Hamilton, Joe Perry, and Joey Kramer. In 1973, Aerosmiths self-titled debut album Aerosmith made it to number
21 in the Billboard 200. They released a total of 6 studio albums during 1970-1979. The most successful record during this period was Rocks which peaked at 2 on the Billboard 200. Between 1970-1979 they released 22 singles. However, only two of their singles made it into the US Top 40. Walk This Way peaked at 10 and Dream On at 6. Aerosmith is
the best-selling American hard rock band of all time and has sold more than 70 million records in the US and 150 million records worldwide. Aerosmith has won 6 American Music Awards, 4 Grammy Awards, and in 2001 they were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 1975|1976|1977|1978 Genres: Rock, folk rock, hard rock, country rock
Neil Young promo image from 1970sImage source:Wikipedia Creative Commons Neil Percival Young is a Canadian singer-songwriter, often referred to as the Godfather of Grunge. He started his career as a solo artist and later moved to America and formed the groupBuffalo Springfield. The band broke up in 1968, and in 1969, he joined Crosby, Stills,
and Nash as an occasional member. During 1970-1979Neil Youngreleased 9 studio albums with 4 of them reaching the top 10 in the Billboard 200 and his 1972 album Harvest, making it all the way to number 1. Neil Young released 18 singles during the 1970s. His 1971 single Heart of Gold reached number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100. Neil Young was
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame on two occasions, first in 1995 as a solo artist and again in 1997 as a member of Buffalo Springfield. Young has won 3 Grammy Awards. 1970|1972 Genres: Folk, blues, rock, gospel, country, traditional pop, vocal jazz Bob Dylan and The Band touring in Chicago, 1974Image source:Jim Summaria Bob
Dylanis an American singer-songwriter. He was born Robert Allen Zimmerman but changed his name to Bob Dylan in 1962. As well as a singer, Dylan is also an author and artist. He has published 8 books comprising of drawings and paintings. Bob Dylan is one of the best-selling music artists of all time, selling over 100 million records. During 1970-
1979 Dylan released 8 studio albums, all of which made it into the top 20 on the Billboard 200. Planet Waves, Blood on the Tracks and Desire all making it to number 1 on the Billboard 200. Dylan released 21 singles during the 1970s, eight of which made it into the top 50 on the Billboard Hot 100. However, only his 1973 single Knockin on Heavens
Door made it into the top 20 peaking at 12. Dylan has won 10 Grammy Awards, and 8 of his records have been inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame. In 1988 Dylan was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. in 2016, Dylan was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature. 1972|1973|1975]|1976|1979 Genres: Rock, pop, blue-eyed soul, blues rock,
folk rock Rod Stewart, Norway November 1976Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons Sir Roderick David Stewart is a British singer and songwriter. He has sold over 100 million records worldwide. In 2016 he was knighted by Queen Elizabeth. In the early 1970s, Stewart established his solo career while also performing with the 70s band The
Faces. Stewart released eight studio albums during 1970-1979, six of them making it into the top 10 on the Billboard 200. Every Picture Tells a Story and Blondes Have More Fun made it to number 1. During the 1970s,Rod Stewartreleased 32 singles, 14 of which made the top 50 on the Billboard Hot 100. Reason to Believe Tonights the Night (Gonna
Be Alright) and, Da Ya Think Im Sexy were all US Top 40 number 1s. Rod Stewart has been nominated 15 times and won just one Grammy Award. Rod Stewart was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1994 as a solo artist and again in 2012 as a member of the Faces. 1971|1972]|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: Rock, pop, blue-eyed soul,
blues rock, folk rock The OJays Love Train record cover 1973 The QOJays are an American R&B band. The original members were Walter Williams, William Powell, Bobby Massey, Eddie Levert, and Bill Isles. In 1972 they signed with Philadelphia International Records, where they enjoyed great success. The band released 11 studio albums during 1970-
1979. Three of these albums made it into the top 10 on the Billboard 200, with Back Stabbers at number 10, Family Reunion at number 7 and So Full of Love at number 6. During the 1970s, The OJays released 37 singles. Twelve singles made it the top 50 on the Billboard Hot 100, six making it onto the top 10 and Love Train going all the way to
number 1. The band received the RIAA Platinum Record Award for sales exceeding 100 million copies on four of their albums. The OJays were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2005. They have been inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame twice, first in 2006 for their song Love Train and again in 2016 for The Love Of Money.
1972|1973]1974]1975|1976|1978 Genres: Punk rock, pop punk The Ramones performing at the New Yorker Theater in Toronto, 1976Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons The Ramones were an American punk rock band from New York. The band formed in 1974 and signed with Sire Records. In 1976 they released their self-titled debut album,
which has since become their most iconic record. During 1970-1979 The Ramones released four studio albums. Only their 1977 album Rocket to Russia made it into the top 50 on the Billboard 200. The Ramones released 11 singles during the seventies, with 3 making the Billboard Hot 100. Rockaway Beach was The Ramones most successful Top 40
single peaking at number 66. The Ramones were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2002, and in 2011 they received a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. The Ramones did not feature in the Top 40 during the 1970s but are considered to be hugely influential for many musicians and genres of music. In particular, for punk and punk
rock music. Genres: Progressive rock, hard rock, heavy metal Rush Hemispheres record cover 1978 Rush was a Canadian progressive rock band formed in 1968. Long-standing members include Alex Lifeson, Geddy Lee, and Neil Peart. Rush has 24 gold, 14 platinum, and 3 multi-platinum albums to their name. Between 1970 and 1979, Rush released
6 studio albums with two making it into the Billboard 200. Hemispheres at number 47 and A Farewell to Kings at number 33. Rush released 12 singles during the 1970s, only two of which made it into the Billboard Hot 100. Their most significant chart success during the 70s coming from the 1977 single Closer to the Heart, which peaked at 76. Rush
were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2013. Rush did not feature in the Top 40 during the 1970s. Genres: Rock, hard rock, rock and roll, pop rock, psychedelic rock, acid rock, blues rock Bob Seger circa 1977Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons Robert Clark Seger, famously known asBob Seger, is an American singer-songwriter
as well as a guitarist and pianist. In 1973 Bob Seger formed the Silver Bullet Band. Seger has sold over 50 million albums and received two gold, four platinum, and seven multi-platinum certificates. From 1970 to 1979, Seger released six studio albums. During 1971-1975 Bob Seger released five solo studio albums, and between 1976-1979 he
released two albums with the Silver Bullet Band. Night Moves peaked at number 8 and Stranger In Town at number 4. Seger released 21 singles during the 1970s with Night Moves and Still the Same, both making it to number 4 on the Billboard Hot 100. Bob Seger was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2004. 1977|1978|1979 Genres:
Rock, blues rock, psychedelic rock, southern rock, rock and roll Steve Miller Band The Joker record cover 1973 Steve Miller Band is an American rock band from San Francisco, California. Initially, the group was called The Steve Miller Blues Band but was later shortened to Steve Miller Band. Steve Miller Band released Greatest Hits 1974-78 album
in 1978, which has been certified 13 x multi-platinum. During the 1970s, the band released six studio albums, three making it into the top 5 on the Billboard 200 with The Joker and Book of Dreams, reaching number 2. Steve Miller Band released 14 singles between 1970 and 1979. The Joker and Rockn Me, making it all the way to number 1 on the US
Top 40. Steve Miller Band was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2016. 1973|1974|1976|1977|1978 Genres: Rock Grateful Dead promo image December 1970Image source:Billboard Magazine December 5, 1970 Grateful Deadwas an American rock band. They were often referred to as the Godfathers of the jam band due to their long
instrumental jams during live performances. From 1970 to 1979, Grateful Dead released 11 albums, of which 3 albums made it into the top 20 on the Billboard 200. The bands most successful album during the 70s was Blues for Allah, which peaked number 12 on the Billboard 200. During the 1970s, Grateful Dead released 14 singles, only 4 of which
made it into the Billboard Hot 100 with their 1970 single Truckin' being their most successful peaking number 64. In 1994 all the members of Grateful Dead were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. In 2007, Grateful Dead received a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. 1973|1974|1976|1977|1978 Genres: Rock, pop, psychedelia The
Beach Boys performing in Central Park, New York, 1971Image source:ABC Television via Wikipedia Creative Commons The Beach Boysare an American rock band known for their surf songs. The original members were brothers Brian, Dennis and Carl Wilson, as well as their cousin Mike Love and friend Al Jardine. The Beach Boys are one of the best-
selling bands of all time, having sold over 100 million records worldwide. They released 8 studio albums during the 1970s with four albums making it into the top 50 on the Billboard 200. The Beach Boys most significant success came from their 1976 album 15 Big Ones which made it to number 8 on the Billboard 200. The band released 21 singles
during the 1970s. With all their success, sadly, none of The Beach Boys singles made it to number 1 during the 70s. Rock and Roll Music achieved the most success peaking at number 5. The Beach Boys won the Merit Award at the American Music Awards in 1988 and were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in the same year. The band won
a Grammy Award in 2013 and a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in 2001 and have been inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame 5 times. 1974|1976|1979 Genres: Rock, pop George Harrison with a fan outside the Hilton Hotel Amsterdam February 1977Image source:Netherlands National Archives George Harrisonwas an English singer-
songwriter and musician. He is famous for his role as the lead guitarist of The Beatles. After the Beatles, Harrison also enjoyed a successful solo career. Between 1970 and 1979 George Harrison released 6 studio albums, all making it into the top 20 of the Billboard 200. Four of these albums made it into the top 10. In 1970 George Harrison released
All Things Must Pass, and in 1973, he released Living in the Material World, both albums reaching number 1 on the Billboard 200. Harrison released 17 singles during the 1970s with My Sweet Lord, Isnt it a Pity, and Give Me Love (Give Me Peace on Earth), all reaching number 1 on the US Top 40. In 1974, George Harrison won a Grammy Award for
Best Album of the Year and again in 2004 for Best Pop Instrumental Performance. Harrison was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2004. In 2014, he was inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame, and in 2015, George Harrison won a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. 1970|1971|1974|1975|1976|1977|1979 Genres: Funk, psychedelic
soul, rock The Original Sly and the Family Stone promo image taken 1969Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons Sly and the Family Stone was an American band playing instrumental, funk, rock, soul, and psychedelic music. In 1975 the band dissolved, and Sly began a solo career. Between 1970-1974 Sly and the Family Stone released 4 studio
albums. The bands 1970 album Greatest Hits made it to number 2 on the Billboard 200, and Theres a Riot Goin On, went all the way to number 1. From 1970 to 1974 Sly and the Family Stone released 8 singles with Family Affair, reaching number 1 on the US Top 40. In 1974 Sly and the Family Stone broke up, and in 1975, Sly released his first solo
studio album High on You. In 1976, he released Heard Ya Missed Me, Well Im Back under the original name Sly and the Family Stone with a whole new band. Sly and the Family Stone were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1993, and in 2007, they won a Grammy Award for Best R&B Vocal Performance by a Duo or Group.
1970[1971]1972]1973|1974 Genres: Rock Peter Frampton Wind of Change record cover 1972 Peter Frampton is an English rock musician. Before starting his solo career, Frampton was a member of both Humble Pie and then The Herd. Frampton released his first studio album in 1972 with Wind of Change. Peter Frampton released another 5 albums
during the 1970s. His album Where I should Be made it to number 19 on the Billboard 200, and Im in You made it to number 2. Peter Frampton released 15 singles during the 1970s, three of which made it into the top 10 in the Billboard Hot 100. Do You Feel Like We Do at number 10, Show Me the Way at number 6, and Im in You at number 2. In
2007 Frampton won a Grammy Award for Best Contemporary Instrumental Album. 1976|1977|1979 Genres: Rock and roll, pop, rockabilly, country, blues, gospel, rhythm and blues Elvis Presley with Richard Nixon December 1970Image source:White House Government Archives Elvis Aaron Presley, aka King of Rock and Roll, was an American singer,
musician, and actor. He is the pioneer of rockabilly, a mix between country music and rhythm and blues. According to the Recording Industry Association of America, Presley has 117 gold, 67 platinum, and 27 multi-platinum albums, and is the best-selling solo artist in the history of recorded music. During 1970 and 1977, Presley released 13 studio
albums. Moody Blue, making it into the top 10 in the Billboard 200. During the 70s, The King released 24 studio singles and 5 live singles. Eight of his 24 studio singles made it into the top 20 of the Billboard Hot 100. His most successful of the 70s was 1972 single Burning Love, which reached number 2 on the US Top 40. Elvis Presleyhas won 3
Grammy Awards, one of them being a Lifetime Achievement Award in 1972. In 1986, Elvis Presley was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, and in 1987, he won the American Music Award of Merit. Sadly Elvis Presley died at home in 1977 at the age of 42. 1970|1971|1972|1973|1974]|1975|1976|1977|1978 Genres: Folk rock, country rock,
soft rock Crosby Stills Nash and Young on stage 1970Image source:Atlantic Records via Wikipedia Creative Commons Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young was an American folk-rock band. The band consisted of David Crosby, StephenStills, Graham Nash, and Neil Young. Although the band only released two albums during the 70s, both achieved great
success. Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Youngs 1970 studio album Deja Vu went all the way to number 1 in the Billboard 200, and their 1977 album CSN reached number 2. Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young released 7 singles during the 1970s, four of them making it into the top 20 on the Billboard Hot 100. The best performing single was 1977s Just a Song
Before I Go, with peaked at number 7. In 1970 Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young won a Grammy Award for Best New Artist, and have been inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame three times, in 1999, 2009 and 2012. Crosby, Stills, and Nash were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1997. 1970 Genres: Rock, soft rock Billy Joel performing
in the Netherlands September 13, 1972Image source:Netherlands National Archive Billy Joel is an American singer-songwriter. He has sold over 150 million records worldwide, making him one of the best-selling artists of all time. In the US, Billy Joel is currently the third best-selling solo artist. In 1972 Billy Joel signed with Columbia Records, and in
1973, he released his second album Piano Man. Between 1970 and 1979, Joel released 6 studio albums with The Stranger, reaching number 2 on the Billboard 200 in 1977 while 52nd Street, made the number 1 spot in 1978. During the 1970s, Billy Joel released 17 singles, both Just the Way You Are and My Life, reaching number 3 on the Billboard
Hot 100. From 23 nominations, Billy Joel has won 5 Grammy Awards. Billy Joel was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1992, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1999, and the Long Island Music Hall of Fame in 2006. Billy Joels commercial success and timeless songwriting make him one of the top 100 artists of the 70s.
1974[1975|1977]|1978|1979 Genres: Hard rock, heavy metal, progressive rock Promo pic for Deep Purples 1976 European tourImage source:Wikipedia Creative Commons Deep Purpleis an English rock band formed in 1968 and widely regarded as one of the pioneers of heavy metal and rock. Over the years, the group has changed numerous times,
with Ian Paice being the only remaining original member. Deep Purple released 7 studio albums during the 1970s, two of which made it into the top 10 of the Billboard 200. Machine Head peaked at number 7 and Burn at number 9. Between 1970 and 1979, Deep Purple released 19 singles, with 4 making it into the Billboard Hot 100. Smoke on the
Water was the most successful 70s single, peaking at 4 in the US Top 40. Deep Purple was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2016. 1973|1976 Genres: Roots rock, swamp rock, Southern rock, blues rock, country rock Creedence Clearwater Revival 1968Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons Creedence Clearwater Revivalwas an
American rock band which consisted of brothers John and Tom Fogerty, Stu Cook and Doug Clifford. Sadly, the group was only together for four years, from 1968 to 1972. Despite only being together for four years, Creedence Clearwater Revival received incredible success selling more than 30 million albums and singles in the U.S. alone. Creedence
Clearwater Revival released 3 studio albums between 1970 and 1972. Both 1970 studio albums reached the top 10 on the Billboard 200 with Pendulum peaking at 5 while Cosmos Factory, went all the way to number 1. The band released 13 singles during the 1970s, 9 of which made it into the top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100. Travellin Band, Wholl
Stop the Rain, Lookin Out my Back Door, and Long as I Can See the Light, all making it to number 2, all missing the top spot. Creedence Clearwater Revival was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1993. 1970|1971]|1972 Genres: Pop rock, boogie rock, hard rock, soft rock, blue-eyed soul Three Dog Night from a 1972 US ABC Television
speciallmage source:ABC Television via Wikipedia Creative Commons Three Dog Nightis an American rock band that initially consisted of Danny Hutton, Cory Well, and Chuck Negron. The band signed with ABC Dunhill Records and released their first studio album in 1968. Between 1970 and 1979, Three Dog Night released 8 studio albums, 3 of
which made it into the top 10 of the Billboard 200. It Aint Easy and Harmony reaching number 8 and Seven Separate Fools, making it to number 6. Three Dog Night released 18 singles during the 1970s, 15 of which made it into the top 20 on the Billboard Hot 100. Mama Told Me Not to Come, Joy to the World and Black and White went to number 1.
Even with the Three Dog Nights chart successes, they have not yet been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame; however, in 2000, Three Dog Night were inducted into the Vocal Group Hall of Fame. 1970|1971]|1972|1973|1974|1975 Genres: R&B, soul, funk, psychedelic soul The Temptations on The Ed Sullivan Show 1969Image
source:Wikipedia Creative Commons The Temptationsare an American vocal group who, with the help of producer Norman Whitfield, helped pioneer psychedelic soul. Between 1970 and 1976, The Temptations released 11 studio albums with Motown Records, 7 of which made it into the top 20 on Billboard 200. All Directions was The Temptations best
album of the 70s, peaking at number 2. Between 1976 and 1979, The Temptations released 2 studio albums, this time with Atlantic Records. Neither of these had much success in the album charts. The Temptations released 29 singles during the 70s. 1971 single Just My Imagination ( Running Away With Me) and 1972 single Papa Was a Rollin Stone
both made it all the way to number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100. The Temptations won an America Music Award in 1974. They have also won 4 Grammy Awards as well as receiving a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in 2013. In 1989 The Temptations were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. The band has been inducted into the Grammy
Hall of Fame twice. First, in 1998, for My Girl and again in 1999 for Papa Was a Rollin Stone. 1970|1971|1972]|1973]|1974|1975 Genres: Hard rock, arena rock, progressive rock Boston Dont Look Back record cover Boston is an American rock band formed in 1975. The group has sold more than 75 million records worldwide, with 17 million sales
coming from their self-titled debut album Boston, which was released in 1976 under Epic Records. Boston climbed to number 3 on the Billboard 200, stayed on the charts for 132 weeks and went platinum 17 times. Boston released one more studio album during the 1970s titled Dont Look Back, which went to number 1 on the Billboard 200 and sold 7
x platinum. The band released 6 singles between 1976 and 1979 with More Than a Feeling, making it to number 5 on the Billboard Hot 100 and Dont Look Back, peaking at 4. Boston has only been nominated for 1 Grammy but did not win. 1974|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: Rock, folk rock, country rock, soft rock Jackson Browne performing
1976Image source:Klaus Hiltsher Jackson Browneis an American singer-songwriter. Browne signed with Asylum Records in 1971 and released his debut album, Jackson Browne, in 1972. Jackson Browne has sold over 18 million albums in the US alone. Browne released 5 studio albums during 1972 and 1979, of which 2 made it into the top 5 of the
Billboard 200. The Pretender peaked at 5 and Running on Empty at number 3. During the 1970s, Jackson Browne released 11 singles. His most successful being Doctor my Eyes, which made it to number 8 on the Billboard Hot 100. Jackson Browne has received 6 Grammy Award nominations but is yet to win. In 2004 Jackson Browne was awarded an
honorary doctorate of music, and in the same year, he was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 1972|1977|1978 Genres: Folk, rock, jazz, pop Joni Mitchell on stage August 1974Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons Joni Mitchellis a Canadian singer-songwriter. Mitchell moved to America in 1965 and signed with Reprise Records in
1968. Between 1970 and 1979, Joni Mitchell released 8 studio albums, all of which feature in the top 30 of the Billboard 200. For the Roses made it to number 5, and her 1974 album, Court and Spark, went all the way to number 1. Joni Mitchell released 15 singles during the 1970s. In 1974, she released Free Man in Paris, which made it to number 2
on the Billboard Hot 100 and Help Me, which made it all the way to number 1. Joni Mitchell has won 8 Grammy Awards as well as a Lifetime Achievement award in 2002. In 1997 Joni Mitchell was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 1972|1973|1974|1975 Genres: R&B, soul, funk, pop Commodores Still record cover 1979 Commodores is an
American funk/soul band. In 1972 Commodores signed with Motown Records and in 1974 released their debut album Machine Gun. Commodores went on to release another 6 studio albums during the 1970s. Commodores, Natural High, and Midnight Magic all reached number 3 on the Billboard 200 and number 1 in the US Top R&B charts.
Commodores released 16 singles between 1970 and 1979, seven of which made the top 10 in the Billboard Hot 100. Three Times a Lady and Still, went to number 1. Commodores have received 9 Grammy Nominations and have won once in 1986 for Best Rhythm & Blues Vocal Performance Duo, Group Or Chorus. 1974|1975|1976|1977|1978|1979
Genres: Folk, rock, soft rock Jim Croce circa 1968Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons Jim Crocewas an American singer-songwriter who, with music partner Maury Muehleisen, signed to ABC Records in 1972. Between 1972 and 1973, Jim Croce released three studio albums. All three records made it into the top 10 of the Billboard 200. Life
and Times peaked at number 7, while I Got a Name, and You Dont Mess Around With Jim, went all the way to number 1. During the 1970s, Jim Croce released twelve singles, five making it into the top 10 in the Billboard Hot 100. Bad, Bad Leroy Brown and Time in a Bottle both went to number 1. Sadly both Croce and Muehleisen died in a plane crash
in 1973. 1972]|1973|1974 Genres: Hard rock, blues rock, rock and roll AC/DC High Voltage record cover 1975 AC/DC are an Australian rock band formed in 1973 by brothers Angus and Malcolm Young. AC/DC has sold over 200 million albums worldwide, making them one of the best selling bands of all time. In 1975, AC/DC released two albums, their
debut album High Voltage, followed by T.N.T. Neither album featured in the Billboard 200. The band went on to release a further five studio albums during the 1970s with success coming from their 1976 album Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap, reaching number 3 on the Billboard 200. AC/DC released 15 singles between 1974 and 1979. Highway to Hell
is the only single feature on the Billboard Hot 100, peaking at number 47. AC/DC has won one Grammy Award out of seven nominations. AC/DC were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2003. In 2013 AC/DC were inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame for their album Back in Black. AC/DC did not feature in the US Top 40 during the
1970s; however, they are considered one of the most influential heavy metal bands of all time. Genres: R&B, smooth soul, Philly soul, Detroit soul, Doo Wop The Spinners The Rubberband Man record cover The Spinners are an American R&B group, also known as the Detroit Spinners and the Motown Spinners. The Spinners released eleven albums
during the 1970s, two of which made it into the top 10 of the Billboard 200. New and Improved peaked at number 9 and Pick of the Litter at number 8. The Spinners had great success in the US Top R&B Charts with Spinners, Mighty Love, and New and Improved, all reaching the number 1 spot. Between 1970 and 1979, The Spinners released 28
singles. Then Came You (with Dionne Warwick) was the only single to reach number 1. The Spinners were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2015. In 1976 they received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 1970|1972|1973|1974|1975|1976]1977 Genres: R&B, soul, funk, disco, jazz Kool and The Gang Ladies Night record cover Kool
and the Gang are an American band who perform an array of genres including jazz, rock, soul, funk as well as pop. The band released their self-titled debut album in 1970 after signing with De-Lite Records. Kool and the Gang released 11 studio albums between 1970 and 1979, the most successful record being Ladies Night, which peaked at number
13 in the Billboard 200 and went to number 1 in the US Top R&B Charts. During the 1970s, Kool and the Gang released 31 singles with four featuring in the top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100. The bands most significant success in the US Top 40 was from Jungle Boogie, which reached number 4. Kool and the Gang have won two Grammy Awards and 7
American Music Awards. 1973|1974|1975|1979 Genres: Rock, soft rock, pop, blue-eyed soul Doobie Brothers in Hilversum, Holland January 1974Image source:Netherlands National Archive Doobie Brothers are an American rock band whose career has spanned five decades, with album sales exceeding over 40 million. Doobie Brothers most significant
success came during the 1970s where they released eight albums, six of which made it into the top 10 of the Billboard 200. During the 1970s, Doobie Brothers released 22 singles, 20 making it into the Billboard Hot 100. Their 1974 single Black Water and 1979 single What a Fool Believes both went to number 1. The Doobie Brothers received two
Grammy Awards for Record of the Year and Best Pop Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocals. 1972|1973|1974|1975|1976]|1977|1979 Genres: Progressive rock, art rock Yes on stage in Indianapolis August 1977Image source:Rick Dikeman via Wikipedia Creative Commons Yes is an English rock band formed by Jon Anderson, Peter Banks, Chris
Squire, Bill Bruford, and Tony Kate. The group contributed significantly to the progressive rock genre. Yes released eight studio albums between 1970 and1979. Six of their albums made it into the top 10 of the Billboard 200. Close to the Edge performed best on the Billboard 200 peaking at number 3. Yes released 13 singles during the 70s, none of
which had much success in the Billboard Hot 100. Yes has received 5 Grammy Awards nominations and won for Best Rock Instrumental Performance in 1985. Yes were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2017. 1971|1972 Genres: Funk, soul, black rock, jazz-rock The original War band circa 1976Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons
War is a multi-genre band from America but is most famous for its funk music. The bands debut album came out in 1970 with Eric Burdon Declares War, which reached number 18 in the Billboard 200. They released a further 12 albums during the 1970s, with 4 of their records reaching the top 10 in the Billboard 200. The World is a Ghetto went all
the way to number 1 and was Billboards best-selling album of 1973. War released 20 singles between 1970 and 1979, with seven singles making it into the top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100. The bands debut single Spill the Wine peaked at number 3, and The Cisco Kid, reached the number 2 spot. 1970|1971|1972]|1973|1974|1975|1976|1978 Genres:
Blues rock, boogie rock, hard rock, Southern rock ZZ Top circa 1976Image source:Billboard, page 49, 22 Dec 1976 ZZ Topis an American rock band. Incredibly, the has remained the same since 1970 with the same three members Billy Gibbons, Dusty Hill, and Frank Beard. ZZ Top has sold over 50 million albums worldwide, 25 million being sold in
the US alone. The band released their debut album in 1971 titled ZZ Tops First Album, which went to number 2 on the Billboard 200. ZZ Top released a further 5 studio albums during the 1970s. Their 1975 album Fandango climbed to number 10 in the Billboard 200 while 1973s Tres Hombres, peaked at number 8. Between 1970 and 1979, ZZ Top
released 9 singles. Tush was the most successful ZZ Top single of 1970, peaking at number 20 on the Billboard Hot 100. ZZ Top was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2004. 1975 Genres: Rock, hard rock, pop rock, psychedelic rock The Guess Who promo pic for Billboard, page 2, 18 July 1970Image source:Billboard, page 2, 18 July 1970
The Guess Who is a Canadian rock band, formed in Winnipeg 1965. The group is best known for their pop-rock and psychedelic sound. The Guess Who released 12 studio albums between 1970 and 1979, three of which made it into the top 50 of the Billboard 200. American Women was The Guess Whos most successful album of the 1970s peaking at
number 9 on the Billboard 200. The Guess Who released 28 singles during the 1970s. American Woman and No Sugar Tonight, making it all the way to number 1. The Guess Who were inducted into the Canadian Hall of Fame in 1984. 1970|1971|1974|1975 Genres: Progressive rock, art rock Emerson, Lake and Palmer in Toronto February 1978Image
source:Wikipedia Creative Commons Emerson, Lake, and Palmer were an English progressive rock band formed in London, 1972 featuring Keith Emerson, Greg Lake, and Carl Palmer. The group has sold an estimated 48 million Records worldwide. In 1970, Emerson, Lake, and Palmer released their self-titled debut album Emerson, Lake and Palmer,
which made it to number 18 on the Billboard 200. They released a further six studio albums during the 1970s with Tarkus and Trilogy, making it to 9 and 5 on the Billboard 200, respectively. Emerson, Lake, and Palmer released 14 singles during the 70s. Lucky Man was achieved the greatest chart success during this period peaking at 48 on the
Billboard Hot 100. Emerson, Lake, and Palmer has been nominated for a Grammy Award three times but have never won. 1972 Genres: Soul, blues, funk, R&B, gospel, pop The Staple Singers appearing on Soul Train June 1974Image source:Billboard, page ST 30, September 28, 1974 The Staple Singerswere an American soul, R&B, and gospel band
formed by Roebuck Staples with his children Cleotha, Pervis, and Mavis. The Staple Singers had 8 charted albums and 20 charted singles during the 1970s. Their best performing album was 1972s Be Altitude: Respect Yourself, which went to number 19 on the Billboard 200. The groups 1972 single Ill Take You There and 1975 single Lets Do it Again
both went to number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100. The Staple Singers were inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 1999 for their single Ill Take You There and again in 2002 for Respect Yourself. The Staple Singers were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1999. 1971|1972|1973|1974]|1975|1976 Genres: Folk rock, rock, pop, soft rock,
blues, Christmas music, country folk James Taylor publicity photo circa 1979Image source:Columbia Records via Wikipedia Creative Commnons James Taylor is an American singer-songwriter. Taylor first signed with Apple Records, where he released his self-titled debut album before moving to Warner Bros. Records in 1970. James Taylor has sold
more than 100 million records worldwide during his career. Between 1970 and 1979, James Taylor released eight studio albums. Six of which made it into the top 10 of the Billboard 200. Mud Slide Slim and the Blue Horizon, received the most success peaking at number 2. During the 70s, James Taylor released 21 singles. His 1971 single Youve Got a
Friend went to number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100. James Taylor has won 5 Grammy Awards and received an Honorary Doctorate in Music from Williams College. James Taylor was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2000. 1970|1971|1972|1973|1974]|1975|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: R&B, soul, funk, disco Barry White in Amsterdam
February 1974Image source:Netherlands National Archive Formerly known as Barry Eugene Carter, Barry White was a multi-talented American singer-songwriter, musician, composer, and record producer. White is one of the best-selling music artists of all time, with record sales exceeding 100 million. His smooth blend of disco and soul makes him
one of the top music artists of the 70s, earning a place among the top 100 artists of the 70s for his contributions to the soul and R&B landscape. In 1973, Barry White released his debut studio album with Ive Got so Much to Give, which went to number 16 in the Billboard 200 and number 1 in the US Top R&B Charts. Barry White released another 9
albums between 1970 and 1979. Cant Get Enough being his most successful album of the 70s going all the way to number 1 in the Billboard 200. Barry White released 24 singles during the 1970s, six of which made it into the top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100. Cant Get Enough of Your Love, Babe, was his most successful single of the 70s going all the
way to number 1. Barry White has been nominated for 11 and won 2 Grammy Awards. 1973|1974|1975|1976|1977|1978 Genres: Rock, hard rock, boogie rock, blues rock BachmanTurner Overdrive You Aint Seen Nothin Yet record cover Bachman-Turner Overdriveis a Canadian rock band from Winnipeg. The group enjoyed significant success in the
1970s, selling over 7 million albums in that decade alone. Bachman-Turner Overdrive released 8 studio albums between 1970 and 1979. Three of their albums reached the top 5 in the Billboard 200 with Fragile going all the way to number 1. Bachman-Turner Overdrive released 14 singles during the 1970s. You Aint Seen Nothing Yet and Hey You
going all the way to number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100. 1974|1975|1976 Genres: Progressive rock, hard rock, blues rock, folk rock, jazz Jethro Tull performing in Hamburg, Germany 1973Image source:Heinrich Klaffs Jethro Tull is a British rock band. Early on, the group was considered blues-rock but slowly moved towards a more progressive sound.
Jethro Tull released 10 studio albums during the 70s. All but one of their records make it into the top 20 in the Billboard 200. Their 1972 album Thick as a Brick and 1973s A Passion Play both went to number 1 on the Billboard 200. Jethro Tull released 18 singles during the 1970s. The most successful of which was Bungle in the Jungle which peaked
at number 12 on the Billboard Hot 100. In 1988 Jethro Tull won their only Grammy Award for Best Hard Rock/Metal Performance Vocal or Instrumental. 1972]|1973|1974|1975 Genres: Hard rock, blues rock Bad Company Feel Like Makin Love record cover Bad Company is an English hard rock band who achieved notable success in the US during the
70s with four multi-platinum selling albums. Their first self-titled debut studio album Bad Company went to number 1 on the Billboard 200 in 1974. They released a further 4 albums during the 70s, all of which ranked in the top 20 of the Billboard 200. Bad Company released 12 singles 1970s. Two of these climbed into the top 10 of the Billboard Hot
100. Feel Like Makin Love peaked at number 10 while Cant Get Enough went to number 5. Bad Company has received one Grammy Award nomination but did not win. 1974|1975|1976|1979 Genres: Jazz rock, soft rock, R&B, pop rock Steely Dan Rikki Dont Lose That Number record cover Formed in 1972 by Walter Becker and Donald Fagen, Steely
Dan is an American rock band. In 1974 they stopped playing live performances to become a studio-only outfit selling over 40 million albums worldwide. Steely Dans 1972 debut studio album, Cant Buy a Thrill, made it to number 17 in the Billboard 200. The pair released another 5 studio albums during the 1970s, with two top 10s in the Billboard 200.
Pretzel Logic went to number 8, and Aja peaked at number 3. Steely Dan released 16 singles during the 1970s. Two of their singles made it into the top 10 in the Billboard Hot 100. Do it Again at number 6 and Rikki Dont Lose That Number at number 4. Steely Dan were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2001. 1972|1973|1974]|1975]|1978
Genres: Latin rock, blues rock, psychedelic rock, acid rock, Chicano rock, jazz fusion Santana Evil Ways record over Santana is an American rock band formed by Carlos Santana, who has remained the only constant band member. Santana has sold 43.5 million certified albums in the US alone, and over 100 million sold worldwide, making them one of
the best-selling bands of all time. Between 1970 and 1979, Santana released 10 studio albums and 22 singles. Two of their albums went to number 1 on the Billboard 200, Abraxas in 1970 and Santana III in 1971. Two of Santanas most successful singles during the 70s were Evil Ways and Black Magic Woman, which went to 9 and 4 on the Billboard
Hot 100, respectively. Santana has won 10 Grammy Awards out of 14 nominations, with 6 of their wins coming on the same night. Santana was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1998 and the Grammy Hall of Fame in 2012. 1970|1971|1972|1977|1979 Genres: Progressive rock, art rock, psychedelic rock, pop rock, symphonic rock, R&B
The Moody Blues arrive at Amsterdams Schiphol Airport, in the Netherlands, October 1970Image source:Netherlands National Archive The Moody Blues are an English rock band formed in 1964. After making a few changes to the lineup, the group finally settled with long-time members Mike Pinder, Ray Thomas, Denny Laine, Graeme Edge, and Clint
Warwick. The Moody Blues has sold 70 million albums worldwide. During the 1970s, the band released 4 studio albums with their first 3 albums, making it into the top 5 in the Billboard 200. A Question of Balance at number 3, Every Good Boy Deserves Favour at number 2, and Seventh Sojourn went all the way to number 1. The Moody Blues released
7 singles during the 1970s, with their 1972 single Nights in White Satin reaching number 2 on the Billboard Hot 100. The Moody Blues were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2018. 1970|1971|1972]|1973]|1978 Genres: Progressive pop, pop rock, art rock, progressive rock Electric Light Orchestra Livin Thing record cover Electric Light
Orchestra is an English rock band formed in 1970. Founding members include Jeff Lynn and Roy Wood, with Bev Bevan on drums. Two years later, Wood left the band and was replaced by Richard Tandy. Electric Light Orchestra has sold over 50 million records worldwide. In 1971 the band released their debut album, The Electric Light Orchestra.
Electric Light Orchestra released another 7 albums during the 1970s, with 4 albums making it into the top 10 in the Billboard 200. Their 1977 album Out of the Blue was the best performing album peaking at number 4. Electric Light Orchestra released 25 singles during the 70s. Five of these entered the top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100. Dont Bring
Me Down achieved the most success making it to number 4. Electric Light Orchestra was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2017. 1975|1976]|1977|1978|1979 Genres: Punk rock Sex Pistols perform in Paradiso, Amsterdam, January 1977Image source:Netherlands National Archive TheSex Pistolswere an English punk rock band formed in
1975 in London. They are regarded as the pioneers of punk rock in the UK with the original lineup of Johnny Rotten, Paul Cook, Steve Jones, and Glen Matlock, who was replaced by Sid Vicious id 1977. Sadly, shortly after their 1978 US tour, the Sex Pistols announced they were breaking up, and in 1979 Vicious died of a heroin overdose. The Sex
Pistols only studio album came in 1977 with Never Mind the Bollocks, Heres the Sex Pistols. Although the album only made it to number 106 in the Billboard 200, it did reach number 1 in the UK Singles Chart. The Sex Pistols released 9 singles during the 1970s. The Sex Pistols were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2006 but refused to
attend the event. In 2015 Sex Pistols were inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame for their album Never Mind the Bollocks, Heres the Sex Pistols. 1971|1972|1973|1974|1975|1976 Genres: Hard rock Grand Funk Railroad Were An American Band record cover Grand Funk Railroad is an American hard rock band, with the original lineup of Don
Brewer, Mark Farner, and Mel Schacher. They formed in 1969 and achieved incredible success during the 70s. Grand Funk Railroad released 9 studio albums between 1970 and 1979, with 7 of their records making it into the top 10 on the Billboard 200. Were an American Band was the most successful album of the 70s peaking at number 2 on the
Billboard 200. Grand Funk Railroad released 20 singles during the 1970s with 4 top 5 hits on the Billboard Hot 100. Their 1973 single Were an American Band and their 1974 single The Loco-motion both made it all the way to number 1. 1970|1971|1972|1973|1974|1975]|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: Arena rock, hard rock, soft rock, progressive rock,
jazz-rock Journey Lovin, Touchin, Squeezin record cover Journey was formed in San Francisco in 1973 by former members of the bands Santana and Frumious Bandersnatch. They have sold over 75 million records worldwide, with 48 million sales in the US alone. Journey released their self-titled debut album in 1975, followed by another 4 studio
albums during the 1970s. Evolution was Journeys most successful album in the Billboard 200 during the 70s, peaking at number 20. During the 70s, Journey released 9 singles. The most successful single during the decade was Lovin, Touchin. Squeezin, which peaked at number 16 on the Billboard Hot 100. Journey was inducted into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame in 2017. 1979 Genres: Hard rock, arena rock, pop rock, soft rock Foreigner Double Vision record cover 1978 Formed in 1976 in New York, Foreigner is an English-American rock band consisting of American Lou Gramm and Englishmen Mick Jones and Ian McDonald. Foreigner has sold over 80 million records worldwide, making them
one of the best-selling bands of all time. The bands self-titled debut album Foreigner reached number 4 in the Billboard 200 in 1977. They released another 2 albums during the 70s, both making it into the top 5 in the Billboard 200. Head Games went to number 5, and Double Vision peaked at number 3. During the 1970s, Foreigner released 11
singles, all making it into the US Top 40. The greatest chart success came from 1978 singles Hot Blooded, making it to number 3 and Double Vision number 2. Even with their incredible international success, Foreigner has not been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 1977|1978|1979 Genres: Rock, pop The Kinks Lola record cover The
Kinks are an English rock band from North London and widely regarded as one of the most influential rock bands of the 60s. The group has sold more than 50 million records worldwide, with four of their albums being certified gold by the RIAA. The Kinks released 12 albums and 30 singles between 1970 and 1979. Their 1979 album Low Budget
achieved the most success during the 70s, peaking at number 11 on the Billboard 200. The Kinks 1970 single Lola was the only single of the decade to make it into the top 10 at number 9 on the Billboard Hot 100. The Kinks were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1990 and in 1999, they were inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame
despite never winning a Grammy Award. 1970|1978 Genres: Punk rock, art punk, art rock Patti Smith performing at Cornell University, 1978Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons Solo artist, Patricia Lee Smith, is a multi-talented American singer-songwriter, musician, poet, and author. Her 1975 debut album Horses was seen as a significant
influence on the New York punk rock movement and made it to number 47 in the Billboard 200. Smith released another 3 studio albums during the 1970s with 2 albums making it into the top 20 in the Billboard 200. Easter at number 20 and Wave at number 18. Patti Smith also released 10 singles during the 70s, of which 2 made it into the Billboard
Hot 100. Because the Night was the highest-ranking single reaching number 13. Patti Smith was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2007. 1978 Genres: R&B, soul, funk, smooth soul, disco Rufus & Chaka Khan You Got the Love record cover Rufus was an American funk band from Chicago, which formed the building blocks for Chaka
Khans illustrious musical career. In 1975, Rufus released the album Rufus Featuring Chaka Khan, which made it to number 7 in the Billboard 200 and number 1 in the Top R&B/Hip Hop Albums. Rufus released three singles from the same album Jive Talkin, Dance Wit Me, and Sweet Thing, which all made it into the US Top 40. Rufus won two Grammy
Awards for their songs, Tell Me Something Good in 1974 and Aint Nobody in 1983. 1974|1975]|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: Progressive rock, art rock, hard rock, arena rock Kansas Dust in the Wind record cover Kansas is an American rock band formed in 1970 in Topeka. In 1974 Kansas released their self-titled debut album after signing with
Kirshner Records. The band released a further 5 studio albums during the 1970s, of which two made it into the top 5 in the Billboard 200. Leftoverture went to number 5 and Point of Know Return to number 4. During the 1970s, Kansas released 12 singles. Their biggest chart successes for the decade came from Carry On Wayward My Son, peaking at
number 11, and Dust in the Wind at number 6 on the Billboard Hot 100. 1977|1978|1979 Genres: R&B, soul, disco Harold Melvin & the Blue Notes The Love I Lost record cover 1973 One of the 1970s most popular Philadelphia soul groups, Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes, was an American R&B/soul band best known for their R&B, soul, doo-wop,
and disco genres. The groups debut album I Miss You was released in 1972, peaking at number 53 on the Billboard 200.Harold Melvin and the Blue Notesreleased a further 5 studio albums during the 1970s. Wake Up Everybody achieved the greatest chart success making it to number 9 in the Billboard 200 and number 1 in the Top R&B/Hip Hop
Albums. Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes released 19 singles during the 70s with two top 10s on the Billboard Hot 100. The Love I Lost (Part 1) went to number 7 and If You Dont Know Me By Now, number 3. 1972|1973]|1974|1975|1976 Genres: Rock, hard rock, folk rock, pop rock Promo picture of Heart circa 1970Image source:Wikipedia Creative
Commons Heart is an American rock band with sisters Ann and Nancy Wilson being the only long-standing members. Heart has sold over 35 million records worldwide, with 22.5 million sold in the US alone. Heart released their debut album Dreamboat Annie in 1975, which went to number 7 on the Billboard 200. The group released another 3 studio
albums during the 70s with Little Queen, reaching number 9 and both Magazine and Dog and Butterfly, peaking at number 17. Heart released 16 singles during the 1970s with their most significant Billboard success coming from 1976 single Magic Man, which went to number 9 on the Billboard Hot 100. Heart were inducted into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame in 2013. 1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: Disco, R&B, dance, soul Publicity photo of singer Donna Summer in the recording studio in 1977Image source:Casablanca Records via Wikipedia Creative Commons Donna Summer was an American singer-songwriter and actress. Summer has sold over 130 million records worldwide, making her
one of the best-selling artists of all time. Donna Summers music had a considerable influence on the 1970s disco boom. Lady of the Night was Donna Summers debut studio album was released in 1974. She released a further six studio albums during the 1970s, all making it into the top 30 in the Billboard 200 with Bad Girls, making it to number 1.
During the 1970s, Donna Summer released 35 singles. Four of these MacArthur Park, Hot Stuff, Bad Girls, and No More Tears (Enough is Enough), went to number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100. Donna Summer has won 5 Grammy Awards out of 18 nominations and 6 American Music Awards. In 2013, Donna Summer was inducted into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame. A chart-topping force with Grammy wins and multiplatinum sales, Donna Summer is undeniably one of the top artists of the 70s and remains a cornerstone among disco and R&B musicians. 1975|1976|1977|1978]|1979 Genres: R&B, soul The Chi-Lites Oh Girl record cover Led by Eugene Record, The Chi-Lites are an American group
famous for their R&B/soul sound. Joining Eugene Record as the original members were, Robert Lester and Clarence Johnson. The Chi-Lites released 9 studio albums between 1970 and 1979. The most significant success came from A Lonely Man, which went to number 5 in the Billboard 200 and number 1 in the Top R&B/Hip Hop Albums Billboard
200. The Chi-Lites released 24 singles during the 1970s. Their 1971 single Have You Seen Her reached number 3 on the Billboard Hot 100 and their 1972 single Oh Girl, went to number 1. 1971|1972|1973 Genres: Folk, rock, pop, world Paul Simon promo image circa 1970s Paul Simon is an American singer-songwriter and actor. His early success
came while singing with Art Garfunkel as the famous duo Simon and Garfunkel. After splitting with Garfunkel in 1970, Paul Simon began his solo career. Simon released 3 studio albums during the 70s, all three making the top 5 of the Billboard 200. Still Crazy After All These Years went all the way to number 1. Paul Simon released 17 singles
between 1970 and 1979. Five of these made it into the top 5 in the Billboard Hot 100. Both Kodachrome and Loves Me Like a Rock peaked at number 2 in 1973 while 50 Ways to Leave Your Lover went to number 1. Paul Simon has won 16 Grammy Awards from 35 nominations, including a Lifetime Achievement Award. In 2001, Paul Simon was
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 1972|1973|1974|1975|1976|1977|1978 Genres: Rock, pop, folk, country rock, country, art rock, hard rock, soft rock, mariachi, Latin Linda Ronstadt at Amsterdams Schiphol Airport, November 1976Image source:Netherlands National Archive Linda Ronstadt is a multi-genre American singer. Ronstadt has
sold more than 100 million records, making her one of the best-selling artists of all time. Linda Ronstadt released 8 studio albums between 1970 and 1979. Five of these made it into the top 5 in the Billboard 200. Heart Like a Wheel, Simple Dreams, and Living in the USA went to number 1. During the 1970s, Linda Ronstadt released 27 singles. Her
1975 hit Youre No Good, went to number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100. Linda Ronstadt has 10 Grammy Awards from 26 nominations. She has also won 3 American Music Awards. Linda Ronstadt was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2014. 1970|1975|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: Soft rock, folk rock, pop rock Promotional photo of
America, September 1976Image source:Warner Brothers Records via Wikipedia Creative Commons Although the band was formed in London in 1970 by Dewey Bunnel, Gerry Beckley, and Dan Peek, America is, in fact, an American rock band. The bands self-titled debut album was released in 1971 and went to number 1 in the Billboard 200. America
released a further 7 studio albums during the 1970s, three of which made it into the top 10 in the Billboard 200. In 1972, Americas debut single A Horse With No Name, went to number 1 on Billboard Hot 100. America released another 24 singles during the 70s, with their 1975 Sister Golden Hair, also making it to number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100.
In 1972 America won a Grammy Award for Best New Artist of the Year. 1972|1973|1974|1975|1976 Genres: Progressive rock, hard rock, arena rock, art rock, soft rock, pop rock Styx Babe record cover 1979 Formed in 1972, Styx is an American rock band from Chicago. Starting out, Styx was progressive rock but later moved towards pop rock and
soft rock sound. Styx released their self-titled debut album in 1972. Their following album Styx II reached number 20 in the Billboard 200 in 1973. They released a further 7 studio albums during the 1970s with 3 top 10s and Cornerstone, making it to number 2. Styx released 12 singles during the 70s with the most success coming at the end of the
decade from 1979 single Babe, which went to number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100. 1975|1976|1977|1978|1979 Genres: Psychedelic rock, blues rock, acid rock The Doors Riders on the Storm record cover The Doors, consisting of Jim Morrison, Ray Manzarek, Robby Krieger, and John Densmore, was an American rock band formed in 1965. The Doors
have sold over 100 million records worldwide, with 33 million sales in the US alone. In 1973, two years after Jim Morrison died, The Doors finally split up. During the 70s, The Doors released 5 studio albums with L.A. Woman, making it to number 9 on the Billboard 200 and Morrison Hotel peaking number 4. The Doors released 9 singles during the
70s with two songs making it into the US Top 40. The Doors were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1993. They were inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 1998, 2002 and 2010 as well as winning the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in 2007. 1971 Genres: Rock, R&B, folk, blues, soul, Celtic, jazz, soft rock, country, gospel,
Americana Promo picture of Van Morrison for Billboard July 29, 1972Image source:Billboard, page 1, 29 July 1972 After many years performing in various bands, Northern Irish singer-songwriterVan Morrisonbegan his solo career in 1967 with his hit single Brown Eyed Girl. Between 1970 and 1979, Van Morrison released 10 studio albums, 7 of which
featured in the top 50 of the Billboard 200. Van Morrison released 25 singles during the 70s. Domino and Wild Night were the only tracks to enter the US Top 40. Van Morrison has won 2 Grammy Awards from 7 nominations. Morrisons 1999 album Astral Weeks as well as his 2007 single Brown Eyed Girl were inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame.
Van Morrison was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1993. 1970|1971 Genres: Punk rock, glam rock, glam punk, hard rock Iggy Pop, October 25, 1977 at the State Theatre, Minneapolis, USAImage source:Michael Markos via Wikipedia Creative Commons Iggy Pop, aka the Godfather of Punk, is an American singer-songwriter, musician,
record producer, and actor. Before going solo,Iggy Popperformed vocals with punk band The Stooges. Iggy Pop began his solo career collaborating with David Bowie on his 1977 albums The Idiot and Lust for Life. Between 1970 and 1979, Iggy Pop released 6 studio albums and 8 singles. The Idiot was the only album to enter the Billboard 200. The
record peaked at number 72 remained in the charts for 13 weeks. Iggy Pop has been nominated for two Grammy Awards but has never won. Iggy Pop did not feature in the US Top 40 during the 70s. Genres: Hard rock, funk rock, folk rock Promo picture of The James Gang for Billboard, September 12, 1970Image source:Billboard, page 34, 12
September 1970 The James Gang was an American rock band formed in 1966 in Cleveland, Ohio. After many changes to the lineup, the group finally settled with Joe Walsh, Dale Peters, and Jim Fox. Between 1970 and 1979, The James Gang released 8 studio albums, all making it into the Billboard 200. The James Gang released 9 singles during the
70s, none of which entered the US Top 40. After several line up changes, The James Gang finally split in 1976. The James Gang did not feature in the US Top 40 during the 70s. Genres: Hard rock, heavy metal, glam metal Van Halen playing a lunchtime concert at La Canada High School in circa late 1976Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons
Formed in 1972 in California,Van Halenis an American hard rock band. The band was made up of acclaimed lead guitarist Eddie Van Halen, his brother Alex Van Halen, David Lee Roth and Michael Anthony. Van Halen has sold more than 80 million albums worldwide, with 56 million sales in the US alone. The band released 2 studio albums during the
1970s. Van Halen made it to number 19, and Van Halen II went to number 6 on the Billboard 200. Van Halen released 8 singles during the 1970s, two of which broke into the US Top 40. Van Halen was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2007. 1978|1979 Genres: Rock, experimental, glam rock, art rock, noise rock Promo picture of Lou
Reed January 1977Image source:Wikipedia Creative Commons Lou Reedwas an American singer-songwriter and musician. In 1970 he left the rock band The Velvet Underground to pursue his solo career. Between 1970 and 1979, Lou Reed released 9 studio albums, of which 3 made it into the top 50 on the Billboard 200. Sally Cant Dance was his most
successful album making it to number 10. Lou Reed released 17 singles during the 1970s; however, only his 1972 single Walk on the Wild Side broke into the Billboard Hot 100 peaking at number 16. In 2015, Lou Reed was inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame for his hit single Walk on the Wild Side. Sadly, Lou Reed passed away in 2013 from liver
disease. 1973 In the 1970s, a diverse array of70s artistsmade their mark on the music scene. This decade was characterized by rock, disco, and pop rise, leading to widespread acclaim for70s music artistslike David Bowie, Elton John, and Led Zeppelin. 70s singerssuch as Stevie Wonder and Joni Mitchell contributed significantly, defining the era with
their unique sounds. The influence of these1970s artistsremains profound, shaping music trends for decades to follow. The1970s music artistswere a blend of70s musicianswho brought forward the legacy of rock, soul, and the burgeoning genre of disco. Artists from the 70slike Fleetwood Mac, Pink Floyd, and The Eagles were at the forefront,
alongside70s music artistssuch as Marvin Gaye and The Bee Gees. Theseold music artistshave left an indelible mark on the music industry, celebrated for their innovative sounds and timeless tracks. The 1970s were the bridge between the rebellion of the 60s and the technological boom of the 80s. Music was raw, experimental, and alive. Vinyl was
king, radio ruled the airwaves, and fans connected with artists in a way we rarely see today. This was the era where classic rock found its footing, disco hit the dancefloor, funk grooved into the mainstream, and punk began its first chaotic screams. Every one of the top artists of the 70s contributed to this vibrant ecosystem changing not just what we
listened to, but how we listened. This wasnt just a list pulled from memory it was built from data and devotion. We factored in US Top 40 chart entries throughout the decade, major awards (like Grammys and Hall of Fame inductions), genre influence, album impact, and lasting cultural relevance. Our goal? To build a list that doesnt just reflect the
hits, but tells the story of the artists who defined the 70s. So when we say these are the top 100 artists of the 70s, we mean the ones who truly moved the needle and moved the world.
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