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Politics,	Law	&	Government	Law,	Crime	&	Punishment	How	is	a	law	different	from	a	crime?	What	are	some	common	types	of	crimes?	Who	creates	laws	in	a	country?	What	is	the	role	of	the	police	in	relation	to	crime?	How	does	the	court	system	deal	with	someone	accused	of	a	crime?	What	are	the	different	types	of	punishments	for	crimes?	How	do
laws	change	over	time	to	address	new	types	of	crimes?	What	is	the	role	of	lawyers	in	the	justice	system?	How	do	international	laws	help	in	dealing	with	crimes	that	cross	borders?	crime,	the	intentional	commission	of	an	act	usually	deemed	socially	harmful	or	dangerous	and	specifically	defined,	prohibited,	and	punishable	under	criminal	law.Most
countries	have	enacted	a	criminal	code	in	which	all	of	the	criminal	law	can	be	found,	though	English	lawthe	source	of	many	other	criminal-law	systemsremains	uncodified.	The	definitions	of	particular	crimes	contained	in	a	code	must	be	interpreted	in	the	light	of	many	principles,	some	of	which	may	not	actually	be	expressed	in	the	code	itself.	For
example,	many	legal	systems	take	into	account	the	mental	state	of	the	accused	person	at	the	time	the	alleged	crime	was	committed.	Most	legal	systems	also	classify	crimes	for	the	purpose	of	assigning	cases	to	different	types	of	court.	Social	changes	often	result	in	the	adoption	of	new	criminal	laws	and	the	obsolescence	of	older	ones.This	article
focuses	on	the	definition	and	classification	of	crime,	how	it	is	measured	and	detected,	the	characteristics	of	offenders,	and	the	various	stages	of	criminal	proceedings.	The	material	draws	principally	from	common,	or	Anglo-American,	law,	with	supplementary	treatment	of	civil-law	and	other	systems,	including	Islamic,	African,	and	Chinese	law.	For	full
treatment	of	particular	legal	aspects	of	crime,	see	criminal	law;	civil	law;	common	law;	court;	police;	and	procedural	law.	Particular	legal	systems	have	been	more	focused	on	expanding	the	scope	of	criminal	law	rather	than	reducing	it,	and	it	has	been	more	common	to	find	that	statutes	create	new	criminal	offenses	rather	than	abolishing	existing	ones.
New	technologies	have	given	rise	to	new	opportunities	for	their	abuse,	which	has	led	to	the	creation	of	new	legal	restrictions.	Just	as	the	invention	of	the	motor	vehicle	led	to	the	development	of	a	whole	body	of	criminal	laws	designed	to	regulate	its	use,	so	the	widening	use	of	computers	and	especially	the	Internet	has	created	the	need	to	legislate
against	a	variety	of	new	abuses	and	fraudsor	old	frauds	committed	in	new	ways.	In	most	countries,	the	criminal	law	is	contained	in	a	single	statute,	known	as	the	criminal,	or	penal,	code.	Although	the	criminal	codes	of	most	English-speaking	countries	are	derived	from	English	criminal	law,	England	itself	has	never	had	a	criminal	code.	English	criminal
law	still	consists	of	a	collection	of	statutes	of	varying	agethe	oldest	still	in	force	being	the	Treason	Act	(1351)and	a	set	of	general	principles	that	are	chiefly	expressed	in	the	decisions	of	the	courts	(case	law).	Englands	lack	of	a	criminal	code	is	not	the	result	of	a	lack	of	effort;	since	the	early	19th	century,	there	have	been	several	attempts	to	create
such	a	code.	The	first	effort	(183353)	was	made	by	two	panels	of	criminal-law	commissioners,	who	systematically	surveyed	the	prevailing	state	of	the	criminal	law.	Confronted	by	a	vast	number	of	often	overlapping	and	inconsistent	statutes,	the	commissioners	found	that	determining	precisely	what	the	law	provided	on	any	particular	topic	was
enormously	difficult.	Different	statutes	covering	the	same	conduct,	often	with	widely	varying	penalties,	allowed	for	wide	judicial	discretion	and	inconsistency	in	punishments.	The	commissioners	drew	up	a	number	of	draft	codes	that	were	presented	to	Parliament,	but	none	was	enacted.	Eventually,	owing	to	the	judiciarys	resistance,	efforts	to	codify	the
criminal	law	were	abandoned,	and	instead	there	was	a	consolidation	of	most	of	the	criminal	law	in	1861	into	a	number	of	statutesthe	Larceny	Act,	the	Malicious	Damage	Act,	and	the	Offences	Against	the	Person	Act	being	among	the	most	important.	Because	those	statutes	were	consolidations	rather	than	codifications,	many	of	the	inconsistencies	of
the	earlier	legislation	were	preserved.	The	Offences	Against	the	Person	Act	is	still	largely	in	force,	though	the	others	have	been	replaced	by	more-modern	provisions.	Interest	in	codification	was	not	limited	to	England.	A	similar	process	ensued	in	India,	then	under	British	rule,	and	a	criminal	code	was	written	during	the	1830s	and	eventually	enacted	in
1861.	The	code	remains	substantially	in	force	in	India,	as	well	as	in	Pakistan.	Certain	parts	of	Africa	that	were	once	British	colonies	also	adopted	similar	codes.	In	England,	efforts	to	establish	a	criminal	code	resumed	in	the	late	1870s,	and	in	187980	a	draft	criminal	code	bill	was	again	presented	to	Parliament.	Largely	the	work	of	the	celebrated	legal
author	and	judge	James	Fitzjames	Stephen,	this	code	received	widespread	publicity	throughout	England	and	its	colonial	possessions.	Although	it	was	not	adopted	in	England,	it	was	subsequently	enacted	in	Canada	(1892)	and	in	several	Australian	states	and	British	colonies.	As	interest	in	codification	declined	in	the	Criminological	Theories:
Understanding	Social	Influences	on	CrimeAccording	to	conflict	theory,	those	with	power	and	wealth	are	more	likely	to	obey	the	criminal	law	because	it	tends	to	serve	their	interests	and	allows	them	to	maintain	their	privileged	position	in	society.	In	contrast,	individuals	from	lower	socioeconomic	backgrounds	are	often	driven	by	economic	necessity	to
engage	in	crime.	Social-structural-strain	theories	suggest	that	the	pressure	to	achieve	financial	success	can	lead	people	to	commit	crimes	such	as	theft.On	the	other	hand,	ecological	theories	focus	on	the	impact	of	neighborhood	organization	on	criminal	activity.	Poorer	neighborhoods	with	high	levels	of	single-parent	households	and	frequent	family
relocations	tend	to	have	higher	crime	rates.	Ecological	theorists	argue	that	this	is	due	to	the	chaotic	living	conditions	which	make	it	difficult	for	residents	to	organize	effectively.In	China,	Marxist	theory	has	traditionally	viewed	crime	as	a	result	of	an	exploitative	class	structure.	The	government	identifies	external	enemies,	remnants	of	the	old	society,
and	lingering	aspects	of	bourgeois	ideology	as	causes	of	criminal	activity.	The	Cultural	Revolution	is	also	seen	as	a	contributing	factor.	Economic	reforms	in	the	1970s	led	to	increased	crime	rates,	which	are	attributed	to	unintended	consequences	such	as	the	loss	of	respect	for	authority	and	leaders.Criminology	as	a	social	science	seeks	to	understand
the	causes,	correction,	and	prevention	of	criminal	behavior.	It	combines	efforts	from	various	fields	including	psychology,	sociology,	anthropology,	biology,	economics,	and	statistics.	This	approach	focuses	on	the	individual's	socioeconomic	background,	family	upbringing,	educational	opportunities,	and	childhood	associations.In	terms	of	correctional
approaches,	criminologists	have	shifted	their	focus	from	punishment	to	rehabilitation.	Traditional	methods	included	public	humiliation,	beatings,	or	torture,	banishment,	exile,	death,	fines,	or	confiscation	of	property.	Imprisonment	became	more	common	in	the	16th	century	and	later	became	the	primary	penalty	for	most	crimes.Probation	and	parole
programs	emerged	as	alternatives	to	imprisonment.	Probation	involves	suspending	a	sentence	if	the	individual	promises	to	behave	well	and	meets	certain	requirements.	Parole	involves	conditional	release	after	part	of	a	sentence	has	been	served.	Work-release	programs,	halfway	houses,	and	probation	have	been	established	to	help	former	prisoners
adjust	to	life	outside	of	prison.Criminologists	study	the	effectiveness	of	correctional	programs	to	prevent	further	criminal	activity.	They	emphasize	crime	prevention	through	their	work,	ensuring	that	correctional	programs	do	not	inadvertently	encourage	continued	criminal	behavior.Criminology	as	a	discipline	encompasses	various	study	areas,
including	criminalistics,	victimology,	and	criminal	justice.	While	politics,	law,	and	government	view	crime	from	a	legal	perspective,	criminologists	examine	broader	knowledge	about	crime	and	criminals.	The	field	aims	to	understand	why	individuals	engage	in	criminal	behavior,	differences	in	crime	rates,	and	the	relationship	between	victims	and
offenders.Some	criminologists	act	as	neutral	public	policy	experts,	gathering	facts	for	policymakers,	while	others	advocate	for	social	reform	through	activism.	These	perspectives	on	the	role	of	criminology	lead	to	debates	about	the	responsibility	of	scientists	in	their	research's	moral	and	political	implications.In	recent	decades,	criminology	has
expanded	its	scope,	incorporating	areas	like	DNA	evidence,	forensic	science,	and	victimology.	The	discipline	has	also	influenced	various	academic	fields,	such	as	sociology,	psychology,	and	law,	leading	to	diverse	placements	within	universities.The	history	of	criminology	dates	back	to	the	late	18th	century,	when	reformers	sought	to	address	issues	with
the	criminal	justice	system.	Cesare	Beccaria	and	others	advocated	for	penological	reforms,	while	Adolphe	Quetelet	analyzed	crime	statistics	to	identify	patterns.	Later,	Cesare	Lombroso	studied	individual	criminals	to	understand	their	motivations.Cesare	Lombroso's	controversial	biological	theory,	which	linked	crime	to	atavism	or	reversion	to	a
primitive	state,	was	rejected	by	social	scientists.	However,	he	also	believed	that	multiple	factors	contribute	to	criminal	behavior	and	most	offenders	are	shaped	by	their	environment	rather	than	being	born	criminals.	This	shift	in	focus	on	the	causes	of	crime	is	a	key	aspect	of	criminology,	which	has	retained	this	emphasis	throughout	its	development.
In	criminology:	Sociological	theories,	David	Cressey's	neutralization	theory	portrays	delinquents	as	individuals	who	justify	their	deviant	behavior	through	a	process	of	"neutralization."	Gresham	Sykes	and	David	Matza's	drift	theory	also	suggests	that	delinquents	use	justifications	to	neutralize	their	behavior,	including	blaming	others,	downplaying
harm,	or	arguing	that	the	victim	deserved	it.	Typical	justifications	include	claiming	that	others	have	engaged	in	similar	behavior	or	that	the	outcome	was	not	severe	enough	to	warrant	concern.Biological	theories	of	crime,	such	as	those	proposed	by	Lombroso	and	William	Sheldon,	suggest	a	link	between	certain	biological	conditions	and	an	increased
tendency	to	engage	in	criminal	behavior.	However,	these	theories	have	been	met	with	controversy	and	criticism	over	the	years.	More	recent	research	has	attempted	to	identify	specific	factors	associated	with	an	increased	risk	of	engaging	in	criminal	behavior,	including	neurotransmitter	imbalances,	hormonal	imbalances,	and	slower	reactions	of	the
autonomic	nervous	system.	Biochemical	research	has	found	that	certain	conditions,	such	as	low	levels	of	serotonin	or	higher	levels	of	testosterone,	may	be	linked	to	increased	criminality.Psychologists	approach	delinquent	and	criminal	behavior	by	focusing	on	an	individual's	personality	and	the	processes	by	which	behavior	is	learned.	Sigmund	Freud's
theories	suggested	that	human	nature	includes	a	great	reservoir	of	instinctual	drives	(the	"id")	that	demand	gratification.	However,	he	also	proposed	that	moral	and	ethical	codes	(the	"superego")	restrain	these	drives,	and	that	adults	develop	a	rational	part	of	their	personality	(the	"ego")	that	mediates	between	the	drives	and	restraints.	Later
psychological	theories,	such	as	those	based	on	behavior	theory,	view	all	human	behavior	as	learned	and	manipulable	by	reinforcement	and	punishment.Akers	expanded	his	behaviour	theory	to	include	learning	from	family	contacts	and	social	groups	outside	the	home,	as	well	as	exposure	to	models	on	television.	Some	argue	that	crime	is	linked	to
mental	conditions,	although	they	often	overestimate	its	significance.	The	closure	of	American	mental	hospitals	in	the	60s	and	70s	forced	many	mentally	ill	individuals	into	local	communities,	where	some	later	became	troublemakers	due	to	lack	of	proper	care.	Authorities	had	no	other	option,	so	these	people	ended	up	in	jail	or	prison	by	default.	A
specific	personality	typeantisocial	personality	disorderis	thought	to	be	connected	to	crime	rates.	However,	the	diagnostic	criteria	only	mention	criminal	behavior,	making	it	unclear	if	the	disorder	causes	crime	or	is	just	a	label	for	criminals.	In	the	90s,	research	focused	on	early	childhood	experiences	that	might	lead	to	future	criminality,	such	as	harsh
parenting	styles.	Additionally,	impulsivitythe	tendency	to	act	without	thinking	and	seeking	immediate	gratificationwas	found	to	be	linked	to	criminal	behavior.
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