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When	TB	germs	survive	and	multiply	in	the	lungs,	it	is	called	a	TB	infection.	A	TB	infection	may	be	in	one	of	three	stages.	Symptoms	are	different	in	each	stage.PrimaryTBinfection.	The	first	stage	is	called	the	primary	infection.	Immune	system	cells	find	and	capture	the	germs.	The	immune	system	may	completely	destroy	the	germs.	But	some	captured
germs	may	still	survive	and	multiply.Most	people	don't	have	symptoms	during	a	primary	infection.	Some	people	may	get	flu-like	symptoms,	such	as:	Low	fever.	Tiredness.	Cough.	LatentTBinfection.	Primary	infection	is	usually	followed	by	the	stage	called	latentTBinfection.	Immune	system	cells	build	a	wall	around	lung	tissue	withTBgerms.	The	germs
can't	do	any	more	harm	if	the	immune	system	keeps	them	under	control.	But	the	germs	survive.	There	are	no	symptoms	during	latentTBinfection.ActiveTBdisease.	ActiveTBdisease	happens	when	the	immune	system	can't	control	an	infection.	Germs	cause	disease	throughout	the	lungs	or	other	parts	of	the	body.	ActiveTBdisease	may	happen	right	after
primary	infection.	But	it	usually	happens	after	months	or	years	of	latentTBinfection.Symptoms	of	activeTBdisease	in	the	lungs	usually	begin	gradually	and	worsen	over	a	few	weeks.	They	may	include:	Cough.	Coughing	up	blood	or	mucus.	Chest	pain.	Pain	with	breathing	or	coughing.	Fever.	Chills.	Night	sweats.	Weight	loss.	Not	wanting	to	eat.
Tiredness.	Not	feeling	well	in	general.	ActiveTBdisease	outside	the	lungs.	TBinfection	can	spread	from	the	lungs	to	other	parts	of	the	body.	This	is	called	extrapulmonary	tuberculosis.	Symptoms	vary	depending	on	what	part	of	the	body	is	infected.	Common	symptoms	may	include:	Fever.	Chills.	Night	sweats.	Weight	loss.	Not	wanting	to	eat.	Tiredness.
Not	feeling	well	in	general.	Pain	near	the	site	of	infection.	ActiveTBdisease	in	the	voice	box	is	outside	the	lungs,	but	it	has	symptoms	more	like	disease	in	the	lungs.Common	sites	of	activeTBdisease	outside	the	lungs	include:	Kidneys.	Liver.	Fluid	surrounding	the	brain	and	spinal	cord.	Heart	muscles.	Genitals.	Lymph	nodes.	Bones	and	joints.	Skin.
Walls	of	blood	vessels.	Voice	box,	also	called	larynx.	ActiveTBdisease	in	children.	Symptoms	of	activeTBdisease	in	children	vary.	Typically,	symptoms	by	age	may	include	the	following:	Teenagers.	Symptoms	are	similar	to	adult	symptoms.	1-	to	12-year-olds.	Younger	children	may	have	a	fever	that	won't	go	away	and	weight	loss.	Infants.The	baby
doesn't	grow	or	gain	weight	as	expected.	Also,	a	baby	may	have	symptoms	from	swelling	in	the	fluid	around	the	brain	or	spinal	cord,	including:	Being	sluggish	or	not	active.	Unusually	fussy.	Vomiting.	Poor	feeding.	Bulging	soft	spot	on	the	head.	Poor	reflexes.	Ferri	FF.	Systemic	lupus	erythematosus.	In:	Ferri's	Clinical	Advisor	2021.	Elsevier;	2021.	.
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