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Set to follow on from 2018's God of War, one of the best PS4 games ever, God of War Ragnarok remains slated to arrive this year, though we've yet to get a lot of details about it beyond a trailer with some game footage. Set to tap into the power of the PS5, game footage of God of War Ragnarok already look stupendous. This time around, Kratos and
Atreus look set to explore more of the Nine Realms of Old Norse mythology. While you're waiting, we suggest going back to God of War and playing it on the PS5, as the enhancements it offers can take the seminal adventure and make it feel even better. Again, information about the game hasn't been prolific, but with that in mind, here's what we
know about God of War Ragnarok so far. After being pushed back from a 2021 release and mostly silence from Santa Monica Studio, God of War Ragnarok now has a release date: November 9. After a strong start to the year, there's a worrying lack of PS5 and PS4 exclusive games on the horizon. But now God of War and PlayStation fans can breathe
easily, as they'll have a major game to play this fall. After much anticipation, we finally received an official reveal trailer for God of War Ragnarok, which debuted during the PlayStation Showcase 2021. It shows off the interplay between an older Atreus and his father Kratos. Returning as well are a familiar cast of characters from 2018's God of War,
as well as Norse gods Thor and Tyr. But what we can take from this announcement is that the next God of War is a direct sequel to the 2018 game. Spoiler alert: The end of that game sows the seeds for the Old Norse tale of Ragnarok. During the ending, the Norse god of thunder, Thor turns up at Kratos’ house, seemingly to seek revenge for Kratos
killing his sons, as well as his brother Baldur.With that in mind, we can expect God of War Ragnarok to follow Kratos and his son Atreus — who happens to be the trickster god Loki — as they travel across the Nine Realms. These will likely include Svartalfheim and Asgard, as well as other areas.We can also expect the combat to have the satisfying mix
of chaotic-yet-weighty feel to it, likely with an added depth thanks to the advanced haptic feedback of DualSense controller.God of War Ragnarok PS5 and PS4(Image credit: Sony )God of War Ragnarok is set for a release on PS5 and PS4, making it a cross-generation game. But that shouldn't mean it'll be held back by older technology. Information
spotted on U.K. retailer ShopTo (opens in new tab)'s website has God of War Ragnarok set to get a 4K resolution mode that targets 30 frames per second on the PS5 or a dynamic resolution upscaled to 4K at a targeted 60 fps. And the game is tipped to take advantage of the PS5 DualSense controller's advanced haptics and adaptive triggers. It's also
set to work with Sony's Tempest 3D audio, meaning there's likely to be some finely tuned audio. God of War Ragnarok outlook(Image credit: Sony)If God of War Ragnarok does arrive this year and follows in the footsteps of its predecessor in storytelling and action, then we could be looking at a new entry among our best PS5 games. It's a big ask,
but there's a lot of talent at Santa Monica Studio. As a first-party Sony developer, the company could really extract a lot of power out of the PS5 to make God of War Ragnarok a feast for the eyes. Even if that doesn't happen, we're still eager to see where the story goes next, as well as explore more of the Nine Realms. Although we will be careful
about returning to God of War on PS5 — because it's making the wait for Ragnarok unbearable.Today's best Sony PlayStation 5 DualSense Wireless Controller deals (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)View (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)View (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)$129
(opens in new tab)View (opens in new tab) Been waiting for Pocket God on Android? Wait no longer, as the game is now available on Android for a mere 99 cents. The collaborative effort between Bolt Creative and ngmoco brings the popular iOS game to Android -- think of it as a new Sim City on an island, where the Pygmies are subject to your
control. Download link and press release are after the break. Now excuse us while we control a virtual universe for a few hours.Bolt Creative Teams Up with ngmoco to Bring Pocket God to Android and Windows Phone 7Labor Day sales highlights - Phones, laptops, speakers, and morePygmies Discover New Islands, Ready to Please More GodsSAN
FRANCISCO - December 2, 2010 - Bolt Creative, the development studio behind best-selling iPhone app Pocket God, today announced that everyone’s favorite Pygmies will be available on both Android and Windows Phone 7 devices this holiday season. Partnering with ngmoco, a leading publisher in the mobile games space, Pocket God is the first
venture into a platform other than iOS for both companies. Pocket God is available now on Android and will arrive for Windows Phone 7 soon.“Pocket God has been expanding rapidly since its inception almost two years ago and we’'ve always had our eyes on new platforms, to be selected as a launch title for Windows Phone 7 as well as hopping over to
Android is something we’re truly happy about,” said Dave Castelnuovo, CEO of Bolt Creative. “Collaborating with ngmoco on these monumental launches is just icing on the cake, their expertise in mobile gaming is unparalleled and their outstanding reputation ensures that these new versions of Pocket God will be the same high quality fans have
come to appreciate.”"We were delighted to work with the Bolt Creative team on bringing their Pocket God IP to Android and Windows 7 Mobile using the gamemaking resources at ngmoco and we're certain Pocket God will continue its success on these new devices" - Simon Jeffery, CPO at ngmocoWhat was intended to be a small side project for Dave
Castelnuovo and Allan Dye one winter week has turned into one of the biggest franchises on the App Store, with Pocket God becoming a smash hit just months after its release. With over thirty free updates, which have introduced mini-games, new islands to discover, and creative ways to smite Pygmies, Pocket God continues to impress day one fans
and new players alike with its irreverent humor and originality.Pocket God has also spawned its own comic book, a first for any franchise born in the mobile app space, expanding the Pocket God universe by providing a background story for the island and its seemingly immortal inhabitants. Carrying over the same diabolical themes that popularized
the original title, Pocket God Comics has found a following of its own and consistently tops the charts with each new issue released.For more information about Pocket God, please visit www.boltcreative.com.About Bolt CreativeBolt Creative is a San Francisco-based developer creating original iPhone applications and games, including 2009’s
blockbuster iPhone game Pocket God. Bolt Creative’s goal is to create games that are not only fun to play, but fun to develop and make them laugh. For more information, please visit www.boltcreative.com.About ngmocoNgmoco is a wholly owned subsidiary of DeNA Co., Ltd, the world's leading social mobile gaming company. Headquartered in San
Francisco and with studios in New York and Portland, ngmoco creates and publishes games for the iPhone, iPod touch, iPad and Android in collaboration with the best and brightest game makers in the world. To witness the lives and minds of the ngmoco team at work on the future of social mobile gaming, visit . (Image credit: Sony) If you own a PS4
and don't own God of War, you need to fix that. Especially while Sony Santa Monica's beloved action epic is just $10 on Amazon right now (opens in new tab) ahead of Black Friday.For the price of a burger and fries at most fast food joints, you can get one of the best PS4 games ever made, if not the best. God of War brilliantly reboots Sony's long-
running action franchise, delivering deep, deliberate combat, a gorgeous Norse-inspired world filled with secrets, and a truly compelling version of protagonist Kratos who must balance his rage with his new responsibility as a father. While God of War for $10 is a no brainer, we're also seeing tons of other great PS4 Black Friday deals that have
popped up early. Walmart has a PS4 Pro Call of Duty: Modern Warfare bundle (opens in new tab) for just $299, while Sony is selling a limited edition PS4 Pro Death Stranding package for $299. Plenty of other must-have PS4 games are on sale too, including the stellar Spider-Man: Game of the Year Edition for just $14.99 (opens in new tab).Black
Friday is technically still days away, but many of the best Black Friday deals have already surfaced early. Be sure to bookmark Tom's Guide for the best savings and check back next week for the best Cyber Monday deals. Today's best Pillars of Eternity deals (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)View (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in
new tab)View (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)View (opens in new tab)God of War (2018), the sequel/soft-reboot in Sony's long-running franchise, has been out for about a month. By now, everyone knows that it's a masterpiece. God of War is a mature exploration of the lasting effects of a violent lifestyle; it's a heartbreaking
tale of family tragedy; it's a tight action game with enough meaningful content to last for dozens of hours. God of War isn't just a front-runner for game of the year; it may be the best entry in the whole series.God of War I haven't played it yet, because I couldn't put down a three-year-old crowdfunded RPG from a midbudget studio.Yes, if you played
Obsidian Entertainment's Pillars of Eternity back when it came out in 2015, you don't need me to tell you that it's an exceptional game, particularly if you enjoyed Baldur's Gate and similar Infinity Engine games back in the day. But now that Pillars of Eternity II: Deadfire has hit digital shelves worldwide, it's high time to check out the original if you
haven't already had the chance.Retro futurismBefore you get out your digital pitchforks, I should point out that I don't have a bad word to say about the God of War series. I've thoroughly enjoyed every entry, from the bravura first installment to the surprisingly solid PSP spin-offs. In fact, I was fully expecting to dive into God of War (2018) the day it
launched and devote my next few weeks to it. Then, something unexpected happened.Pillars of Eternity Back at GDC 2018, I wrote a preview article for Pillars of Eternity II. During my meeting with Obsidian, I spent about 10 percent of my time taking notes and about 90 percent of my time goggling at the screen, incredulous that I had missed out on
a game that was so clearly designed specifically with me in mind.Pillars of Eternity and its sequel are isometric, PC-style role-playing games, reminiscent of BioWare and Black Isle fare from the late '90s and early '00s. If you've played Baldur's Gate, Icewind Dale or Planescape: Torment, you know exactly what to expect in Pillars of Eternity. (Even if
you played only Neverwinter Nights or the original Dragon Age, you'll have a good idea; they're not that far off.)Pillars of Eternity In Pillars of Eternity, you create a character, recruit a party, then explore a huge fantasy world where your choices have tangible impacts on the twisting story. This game also has a feature inherent to the genre: a real-
time-with-pause combat system, in which you can pause the game, issue commands and then watch your party follow your orders at full speed.Pillars of Eternity While the Pillars of Eternity games sport flashy particle effects, fully voiced dialogue and intricate character designs, they would have felt right at home in the PC RPG boom of 15 years ago
— and I mean that as a compliment. When Obsidian reps offered me a review code for the first game, so I could catch up before the second one debuted, I took them up on it immediately.And that's why, when the biggest game of 2018 arrived, I was still traipsing through the Dyrwood, helping a vengeful priest understand his goddess, brokering peace
between a village and its neighboring ogre tribe, and chasing an immortal madman who saw fit to steal souls from unborn babies. The lure of Kratos learning how to be a father was strong; the prospect of building the perfect six-person party, fine-tuning their abilities and making impossible moral choices to further an unpredictable plot was even
stronger.Making your own storyl suppose I could have picked up God of War once I finished the 50-hour adventure in Pillars of Eternity and its two expansions (The White March, Parts I and II). But truth be told, I wasn't yet tired of my adventures in the world of Eora, and I dived right into Pillars of Eternity II instead. I was able to import my save file
from the first game and pick up the story right where I left off, exploring a whole new continent, with an agreeable mix of new and returning party members.Pillars of Eternity Granted, not every gamer is going to want to experience two 50-hour RPGs back to back, and that's totally understandable. An action game — even a long, involved one like God
of War — could be a welcome palate-cleanser. However, I think Pillars of Eternity reminds players not only why we like this resurgent genre, but also why we often can't put it down.As I said before, I think God of War is an exceptional franchise. There hasn't been a single bad game in the series in 13 years, and not even legendary IPs like Super Mario
or Call of Duty can make that kind of claim. But every God of War game is a linear, directed adventure with a predefined beginning, middle and end.MORE: Nintendo Switch vs. PS4 vs. Xbox One: Which Console Should You Get?I can choose how Kratos will dispatch his foes, but I can't make peace with them. No matter what I do, the Spartan demigod
is destined to defeat Ares, lose his godly abilities and bring about the near-destruction of Greece. When I pick up God of War (2018), what I did in the previous titles won't matter. I'll know the story better, but every event leading up to it will be set in stone.Pillars of Eternity That's simply not the case with Pillars of Eternity and similar PC-style RPGs.
My protagonist can be a man or a woman, a human or an elf, an ax-wielding barbarian or a wizard bedecked with magic rings. Perhaps I set out on an adventure for glory and riches; perhaps my strong sense of justice demands that the villain pay for his crimes; perhaps I simply want to explore the world around me and see where the chips fall. I can
forge powerful friendships with my party members or eschew their help entirely.Every choice I mentioned (and these represent a small fraction of choices in Pillars of Eternity and its sequel) has a powerful effect on how the game's story plays out. Not only that, but every major choice (and even some minor choices) that you make in the first game
will reverberate when you start the second. If you pledge your loyalty to (or betray) a god, that divine character will remember and act accordingly. If you let a party member die, don't expect him or her to come back and help you.MORE: PS4 Games: Our Staff FavoritesWhat makes Pillars of Eternity and its brethren so engrossing is that your
experience is unique from both a gameplay and story perspective. Yes, you'll always fight the same final boss in the end, but your entire journey up to that point — as well as a few plot-critical decisions afterward — will be entirely in your hands. This isn't Kratos' journey; it's yours.A welcoming adventureFinally, it's worth pointing out that Pillars of
Eternity can be considerably easier than the BioWare and Black Isle games of yore. If you couldn't keep up with the arcane rules, vague journal entries and staggering difficulty curve of, say, Baldur's Gate, Pillars of Eternity has your back.Pillars of Eternity Your next destination is always clear (although there are lots of optional areas to explore in
order to complete side quests). You can click on any attribute or skill, and you'll get a short (but detailed) explanation of what that feature does. Combat is as easy or as difficult as you want to make it, thanks to a variety of difficulty settings — and it's usually not necessary at all. Almost every encounter has a peaceful solution, and combat, by itself,
does not grant any experience points.It may seem strange to extol a game that came out three years ago when there are much bigger and more timely games to explore (including said game's sequel). But no gamer has time to play every single big release the second it comes out. Some games fall by the wayside; others never get played at all.If you're
an old-school PC RPG fan, though, don't let Pillars of Eternity pass you by. You don't technically need to play Pillars of Eternity in order to venture into the bigger and arguably better second game, but it's the cleanest and most intricate interpretation of the genre I've seen in almost a decade. I put one of the year's biggest and most important games
on hold because I simply couldn't tear myself away from this title, and I imagine plenty of players reared on early BioWare material will feel the same.Don't worry; God of War will still be there when you get back.Today's best Pillars of Eternity deals (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)View (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new
tab)View (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)View (opens in new tab)
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