
	

https://pezurubuwepu.tugoduzak.com/259931280909101567520720242209322809882088?zivowivedetovigezapebagibadobufizesofizilaxix=vegiluwebusulozizepawezaselumeziluzapegulefanifizusarejipolepodobefitobosexonogawawazekoxujofivuwafovufomabufoletupidafolerimevuwojodixoxiruwerawegedepapifusuwefozotivotosezelikikuxijedevalebolifilafupaze&utm_kwd=termination+of+lease+agreement+letter+from+landlord+in+south+africa&pogovitenaleguxagolatiranejasedararupifaduxujemozozalomizepufotud=wijediposidisifuxodidagilapewofelaxotaxegakojimabudifobebemolovalafezobugegenasaxarivadajobemomelesuviwipofigebavafedubonupoda






























Can	a	lease	agreement	be	Cancelled?	Both	the	parties	have	to	be	present	in	person	at	the	time	of	surrendering	a	lease.	A	lease	agreement	can	be	cancelled	either	by	the	landlord	or	by	the	tenant	or	by	both,	as	per	the	need.	How	do	I	legally	end	a	tenancy	agreement?	You	can	only	end	your	fixed	term	tenancy	early	if	your	agreement	says	you	can	or	by
getting	your	landlord	to	agree	to	end	your	tenancy.	If	your	agreement	says	you	can	end	your	fixed	term	tenancy	early,	this	means	you	have	a	‘break	clause’.	Your	tenancy	agreement	will	tell	you	when	the	break	clause	can	apply.	How	a	lease	can	be	terminated?	Lapse	of	time:	When	the	prescribed	time	of	the	lease	expires,	the	lease	is	terminated.
Specified	event:	When	there	is	a	condition	on	time	of	lease	depending	upon	a	happening	of	an	event.	Interest:	Lessor’s	interest	to	lease	the	property	may	cease,	hence	resulting	in	the	termination	of	the	lease.	See	Also		How	To	Open	A	Coffee	Shop	In	South	Africa	How	do	I	write	a	lease	termination	letter	in	South	Africa?	When	writing	a	60-day	lease
termination	letter,	include	the	date	of	the	notice,	the	date	the	lease	will	end,	landlord	and	tenant	contact	information,	the	key	terms	of	the	original	lease,	and	the	reason	for	termination.	Make	sure	the	date	on	the	termination	letter	is	at	least	60	days	before	the	move-out	date.	Read	rhapsody	of	realities	daily	devotional	Rhapsody	of	Realities	is	a	life
guide	that	brings	you	a	fresh	perspective	from	God’s	Word	every	day.	It	features	the	day’s	topic,	a	theme	scripture,	the	day’s	message,	the	daily	confession	and	the	Bible	reading	plan	segment.	It	is	God's	Love	Letter	to	You!	A	tenancy	agreement	is	a	legally	binding	contract	between	a	landlord	and	a	tenant,	which	outlines	the	terms	and	conditions	of
the	rental	agreement.	Terminating	a	tenancy	agreement	may	be	necessary	for	various	reasons,	such	as	non-payment	of	rent	or	violation	of	tenancy	rules.	If	you	are	a	landlord	in	South	Africa,	it	is	crucial	to	follow	the	correct	procedure	to	terminate	a	tenancy	agreement	to	avoid	legal	complications.	Here	is	a	sample	letter	of	termination	of	tenancy
agreement	by	a	landlord	in	South	Africa:	[Your	name	and	address]	[Date]	[Tenant`s	name	and	address]	Dear	[Tenant`s	name],	Re:	Termination	of	Tenancy	Agreement	I	hereby	give	notice	that	I	am	terminating	your	tenancy	agreement	for	the	rental	premises	situated	at	[insert	property	address]	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Rental	Housing
Act	No.	50	of	1999	and	the	terms	of	our	tenancy	agreement.	The	reason	for	termination	is	[insert	reason(s)	for	terminating	the	tenancy	agreement,	e.g.,	non-payment	of	rent,	breach	of	tenancy	rules,	etc.].	The	termination	will	take	effect	on	[insert	the	date	that	the	tenant	is	required	to	vacate	the	property].	You	are	required	to	vacate	the	premises	on
or	before	this	date,	and	ensure	that	the	property	is	in	the	same	condition	as	when	you	first	occupied	it,	subject	to	reasonable	wear	and	tear.	Please	note	that	failure	to	vacate	the	premises	by	the	termination	date	may	result	in	legal	action	being	taken	against	you,	including	eviction	proceedings.	You	are	entitled	to	request	an	inspection	of	the	premises
by	a	representative	of	my	company,	[insert	company	name],	to	assess	any	damages	that	may	have	been	caused	during	your	tenancy.	Any	deductions	from	your	deposit	will	be	made	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Rental	Housing	Act	No.	50	of	1999.	Please	return	the	keys	to	the	premises	to	me	on	or	before	the	termination	date.	Thank	you	for
your	cooperation	in	this	matter.	Yours	sincerely,	[Your	signature]	[Your	name]	[Your	contact	details]	In	conclusion,	terminating	a	tenancy	agreement	requires	careful	consideration	and	adherence	to	legal	procedures.	It	is	advisable	to	seek	professional	guidance	to	ensure	that	you	follow	the	correct	process	and	avoid	any	legal	complications.	As	a
landlord,	it	is	also	essential	to	communicate	clearly	and	respectfully	with	your	tenants	throughout	the	termination	process.	Related	The	sample	documents	below	are	provided	for	informational	purposes	only.	They	are	NOT	up	to	date;	They	have	NOT	been	reviewed	by	a	Lawyer;	They	may	NOT	be	legally	valid	or	enforceable.	Free	samples	are	coming
soon!	A	formal	30-day	notice	of	lease	termination	from	tenant	to	landlord	under	South	African	law,	complying	with	the	Rental	Housing	Act	requirements.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	document	establishing	the	terms	and	conditions	for	a	tenant's	agreed	vacation	of	a	rental	property,	ensuring	compliance	with	local	rental	laws	while	protecting
both	parties'	interests.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice	document	for	tenants	to	terminate	month-to-month	lease	agreements	with	30	days'	notice	to	their	landlord.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	document	used	in	South	Africa	by	tenants	to	inform	landlords	of	their	intention	to	vacate	a	rental	property,	complying	with	South	African	rental
laws.find	out	moreA	formal	legal	notice	under	South	African	law	from	landlord	to	tenant	announcing	the	termination	of	a	lease	agreement.find	out	moreA	formal	one-month	notice	letter	to	terminate	a	lease	agreement	in	South	Africa,	complying	with	local	property	law	requirements.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	under	South	African	law	requiring
tenants	to	vacate	a	rental	property,	including	statutory	notice	periods	and	vacation	requirements.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	document	for	lease	termination	in	South	Africa,	complying	with	local	rental	laws	and	ensuring	proper	communication	between	tenant	and	landlord.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice	document	for	terminating
residential	lease	agreements,	compliant	with	local	housing	and	consumer	protection	laws.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	document	used	in	South	African	residential	tenancies	to	communicate	a	30-day	lease	termination	intention,	complying	with	local	rental	housing	laws.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	document	used	in	South	Africa	by	tenants	to	inform
landlords	of	their	intention	to	terminate	a	lease	agreement	and	vacate	a	rental	property.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	document	for	lease	termination	from	tenant	to	landlord	in	South	Africa,	complying	with	local	rental	housing	laws	and	statutory	notice	requirements.find	out	moreA	South	African	law-compliant	agreement	documenting	terms	and
conditions	for	a	tenant's	vacation	of	rental	property,	including	inspection,	deposit	return,	and	final	settlements.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice	requiring	immediate	premises	vacation	due	to	emergency	circumstances,	compliant	with	local	housing	and	safety	regulations.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	document	used	in	South	Africa	by	tenants
to	inform	landlords	of	their	intention	to	terminate	a	lease	agreement	and	vacate	a	rental	property,	complying	with	South	African	rental	laws.find	out	moreA	formal	South	African	legal	notice	documenting	the	intention	to	terminate	a	lease	agreement	and	vacate	a	rental	property,	compliant	with	local	property	law	requirements.find	out	moreA	formal
notice	compliant	with	South	African	law	for	terminating	a	lease	agreement,	used	by	either	landlord	or	tenant	to	officially	end	a	lease	contract.find	out	moreA	formal	legal	notice	under	South	African	law	requiring	a	tenant	to	vacate	a	property	within	seven	days,	typically	issued	in	response	to	serious	lease	violations.find	out	moreA	formal	notice
document	used	in	South	Africa	by	tenants	to	inform	landlords	of	their	intention	to	vacate	a	rental	property,	complying	with	South	African	rental	law	requirements.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice	from	landlord	to	tenant	requiring	vacation	of	premises	due	to	property	sale,	compliant	with	local	property	law.find	out	moreA	formal	notice
document	used	in	South	Africa	by	tenants	to	legally	inform	landlords	of	their	intention	to	terminate	a	lease	agreement	and	vacate	a	rental	property.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	document	used	in	South	African	tenancies	to	communicate	a	tenant's	intention	to	terminate	their	lease	and	vacate	a	property.find	out	moreA	formal	South	African	legal	notice
declaring	intention	to	terminate	a	lease	agreement	and	vacate	property,	compliant	with	local	property	law	requirements.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	document	recording	property	condition	during	final	rental	inspection,	essential	for	lease	termination	and	deposit	settlement	under	local	property	law.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice
informing	tenants	to	vacate	a	property	due	to	its	sale,	compliant	with	local	property	law	and	tenant	protection	regulations.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	under	South	African	law	indicating	a	landlord's	intention	to	initiate	eviction	proceedings	against	a	tenant,	complying	with	the	PIE	Act	requirements.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	document	under
South	African	law	used	by	tenants	to	terminate	their	lease	agreement,	complying	with	local	legislative	requirements	including	the	Consumer	Protection	Act.find	out	moreA	legal	notice	under	South	African	property	law	demanding	immediate	vacation	of	premises,	compliant	with	the	PIE	Act	and	constitutional	requirements.find	out	moreA	formal	90-
day	employment	termination	notice	compliant	with	South	African	labor	law,	used	for	ending	employment	relationships	requiring	extended	notice	periods.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice	document	for	terminating	residential	tenancy	agreements,	compliant	with	local	housing	and	eviction	laws.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice
document	confirming	lease	termination	with	30-day	notice	period,	compliant	with	local	property	law	requirements.find	out	moreA	legally	compliant	notice	document	under	South	African	law	used	to	formally	communicate	the	intention	to	terminate	a	lease	and	vacate	a	property.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	document	used	in	South	Africa	to	terminate
a	storage	unit	rental	agreement	and	inform	the	facility	of	intended	vacation	date.find	out	moreA	formal	30-day	notice	for	roommate	eviction	in	South	Africa,	compliant	with	local	housing	laws	and	regulations.find	out	moreA	formal	90-day	notice	document	for	terminating	lease	agreements	and	vacating	properties	under	South	African	property	law.find
out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice	document	informing	tenants	they	must	vacate	a	rental	property	within	30	days,	in	compliance	with	local	housing	legislation.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice	demanding	immediate	vacation	of	property	within	24	hours,	used	only	in	emergency	situations	under	strict	legal	requirements.find	out	moreA	South
African	legal	notice	providing	20	days'	notice	to	a	tenant	to	vacate	a	property,	compliant	with	the	PIE	Act	and	local	property	law.find	out	moreA	formal	South	African	document	outlining	agreed	terms	and	conditions	for	a	tenant's	departure	from	a	rented	property,	ensuring	compliance	with	local	property	laws.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice
issued	by	a	landlord	to	terminate	a	tenant's	lease	agreement,	in	compliance	with	local	housing	laws	and	regulations.find	out	moreA	formal	South	African	legal	notice	from	landlord	to	tenant	demanding	vacation	of	property,	compliant	with	the	PIE	Act	and	related	legislation.find	out	moreA	formal	5-day	notice	under	South	African	property	law	giving
tenants	an	opportunity	to	remedy	lease	agreement	breaches	before	further	legal	action.find	out	moreA	formal	legal	notice	used	in	South	Africa	to	terminate	a	lease	agreement	and	inform	of	property	vacation,	providing	45	days'	notice	as	per	South	African	rental	legislation.find	out	moreA	formal	30-day	notice	document	for	terminating	storage	unit
rentals	in	South	Africa,	compliant	with	local	consumer	protection	laws.find	out	moreA	legal	notice	under	South	African	law	requiring	tenants	to	vacate	their	storage	unit	within	10	days,	including	essential	vacation	requirements	and	deadlines.find	out	moreA	formal	legal	notice	used	in	South	Africa	to	terminate	a	lease	agreement,	complying	with	local
property	law	and	statutory	notice	requirements.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	document	used	in	South	Africa	to	terminate	a	lease	agreement,	complying	with	local	rental	housing	legislation	and	providing	official	notification	of	intent	to	vacate.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice	document	providing	21	days'	notice	of	intention	to	vacate	a	rental
property,	complying	with	local	rental	housing	legislation.find	out	moreA	formal	two-month	notice	document	for	terminating	a	residential	lease	agreement	under	South	African	law.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice	informing	tenants	they	must	vacate	the	premises	following	their	lease	expiration,	in	compliance	with	local	property	laws.find	out
moreA	formal	30-day	notice	document	for	terminating	lease	agreements	under	South	African	property	law.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	to	tenants	under	South	African	property	law,	used	for	lease-related	communications	including	terminations,	breaches,	or	inspections.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	document	compliant	with	South	African	law,	used	to
terminate	a	tenant's	lease	agreement.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice	document	used	by	subtenants	to	formally	communicate	their	intention	to	vacate	a	property,	in	compliance	with	local	property	law.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice	requiring	tenants	to	vacate	premises	for	renovation	works,	compliant	with	local	property	law	and
tenant	protection	regulations.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	document	used	in	South	Africa	to	terminate	a	lease	agreement,	complying	with	South	African	property	law	requirements	and	protecting	both	landlord	and	tenant	rights.find	out	moreA	formal	legal	notice	under	South	African	law	requiring	tenants	to	vacate	a	property	within	five	days,
compliant	with	the	PIE	Act	and	constitutional	requirements.find	out	moreA	legally	compliant	South	African	notice	document	for	terminating	a	lease	agreement	with	30	days'	notice	to	the	tenant.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	under	South	African	law	from	a	tenant	to	a	landlord	declaring	intention	to	terminate	a	lease	agreement.find	out	moreA	formal
South	African	tenant's	letter	expressing	gratitude	to	the	landlord	while	confirming	move-out	details	and	maintaining	compliance	with	local	property	laws.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	from	landlord	to	tenant	under	South	African	property	law,	used	for	lease-related	communications	and	compliance	with	the	Rental	Housing	Act.find	out	moreA	legal
notice	compliant	with	South	African	law,	including	the	PIE	Act,	used	to	formally	notify	tenants	of	impending	eviction	proceedings	and	their	rights.find	out	moreA	South	African	legal	notice	document	providing	60-day	notice	to	tenants	for	termination	of	lease	agreement,	compliant	with	local	property	law	requirements.find	out	moreA	formal	notice
document	used	in	South	Africa	by	tenants	to	inform	landlords	of	their	intention	to	terminate	a	lease	agreement,	complying	with	local	property	law	requirements.find	out	moreA	formal	notice	under	South	African	law	from	a	landlord	to	a	tenant	announcing	the	termination	of	a	lease	agreement,	compliant	with	local	property	legislation.find	out	more
According	to	the	Prevention	of	Illegal	Eviction	from	and	Unlawful	Occupation	of	Land	Act	No	19	of	1998	(known	as	the	PIE	Act),	it	is	illegal	to	evict	a	tenant	from	a	residential	property	without	a	court	order.	The	main	purpose	of	the	PIE	Act	is	to	protect	tenants’	rights	in	South	Africa,	by	prohibiting	illegal	eviction,	as	well	as	to	protect	landowners,	by
stipulating	the	procedures	for	eviction	of	unlawful	occupiers.	A	landlord	can	submit	an	application	for	an	eviction	order	to	the	court	to	evict	an	unlawful	tenant	from	his/her	property.	A	tenant	unlawfully	occupies	a	residence	when	the	lease	agreement	has	ended	–	whether	by	cancellation	due	to	a	breach	by	the	tenant	(e.g.	not	paying	rent)		or	by	due
notice	given	in	terms	of	the	lease.	In	accordance	with	the	Consumer	Protection	Act	(CPA),	a	landlord	must	give	a	tenant	at	least	20	business	days’	notice	before	cancelling	a	lease	agreement	to	provide	the	tenant	with	the	opportunity	to	rectify	the	breach	(e.g.	to	pay	the	rent).	Landlords	wishing	to	approach	the	court	to	obtain	an	eviction	order	are
advised	to	apply	in	good	time	and	to	hire	an	attorney	who	is	well-versed	in	the	legalities	of	evictions.	If	the	proper	legal	procedures	are	not	followed	the	process	of	securing	an	eviction	order	can	be	long	and	expensive.	Types	of	tenant	eviction	processes	in	South	Africa	Normal	eviction	process	Urgent	eviction	process	Organs	of	state	specialised
eviction	process	Tenant	eviction	procedure	in	South	Africa	Step	1:	Cancellation	of	lease	agreement	Twenty-one	business	days	after	a	tenant	has	been	served	with	a	notice	of	breach,	a	landlord	can	cancel	the	lease	agreement	–	provided	that	the	tenant	has	not	rectified	the	breach.	To	cancel	the	lease	agreement	the	landlord	must	notify	the	tenant,	by
means	of	an	eviction	letter,	of	the	cancellation	and	a	notice	to	vacate	the	premises	by	a	specific	date.	Once	the	lease	agreement	has	been	cancelled	the	tenant	becomes	the	unlawful	occupier.	You	can	download	a	sample	letter	from	the	landlord	to	the	tenant	as	notice	to	vacate	below.	Step	2:	Initiate	legal	action	If	the	unlawful	occupier	failed	to	vacate
the	premises	on	the	specified	date	as	per	the	cancellation	letter,	the	landlord	must	proceed	with	legal	action	as	soon	as	possible.	An	eviction	application	can	be	lodged	in	a	magistrate’s	court	or	a	high	court.	The	landlord	can	initiate	summons	proceedings	for	outstanding	rent	together	with	the	eviction	application,	which	also	includes	requesting	the
court’s	permission	to	serve	a	notice	of	motion	to	the	unlawful	occupier.	Eviction	proceedings	cannot	be	initiated	if	the	tenant	lodged	a	complaint	with	a	Rental	Housing	Tribunal	(RHT)	–	in	which	case	the	application	can	only	be	made	after	the	RHT	has	made	a	ruling	or	three	months	have	passed	since	the	date	on	which	the	complaint	was	lodged.	Step
3:	Serving	the	notice	of	motion	The	unlawful	occupant	must	be	notified	of	court	proceedings	(notice	of	motion)	at	least	14	calendar	days	before	the	matter	is	set	to	be	heard	in	court	–	or	else	the	eviction	application	will	have	to	be	resubmitted.	The	notice	of	motion	must	be	served	to	the	unlawful	occupant	in	person.	According	to	Section	4(5)	of	the	PIE
Act,	the	notice	of	motion	must:	State	that	proceedings	are	being	instituted	in	terms	of	section	4(1)	of	the	PIE	Act	for	an	order	for	to	evict	the	occupier;	Indicate	on	what	date	and	at	what	time	the	court	will	hear	the	proceedings;	Set	out	(in	a	supporting	affidavit)	the	grounds	for	the	proposed	eviction;	State	that	the	unlawful	occupier	is	entitled	to
appear	before	the	court	and	defend	the	case;	and	State	that	the	occupier	has	the	right	to	apply	for	legal	aid.	The	notice	of	motion,	as	well	as	the	main	eviction	application,	must	also	be	served	on	the	municipality.	Step	4:	Court	proceedings	An	eviction	application	can	be	either	opposed	or	unopposed	by	the	unlawful	occupier.	An	application	is
unopposed	when:	Neither	the	occupier	nor	his/her	attorney	is	present	in	court	on	the	day	of	the	hearing.	In	this	case,	the	court	will	grant	the	eviction	order	and	decide	by	what	date	the	unlawful	occupier	must	vacate	the	premises;	or	The	unlawful	occupier	and/or	his/her	attorney	appear	in	court	and	agree	to	vacate	the	premises	by	a	certain	date.	The
occupier	can	oppose	the	application	by:	Informing	the	court	of	his/her	intention	to	oppose	the	application	before	the	court	date	set	out	in	the	notice.	In	this	case,	the	hearing	will	be	postponed	to	allow	both	parties	to	file	papers;	or	Informing	the	court	of	his/her	intention	to	oppose	the	application	on	the	day	of	the	hearing.	The	occupier	will	then	have	to
explain	in	court	why	he/she	failed	to	oppose	the	application	timeously	and	why	the	application	should	not	be	granted.	If	the	court	rejects	the	occupier’s	reason	for	opposition,	the	application	will	proceed	and	an	eviction	order	will	be	granted.	If	the	court	finds	that	the	landlord	engaged	in	unfair	practice	under	the	Rental	Housing	Act,	both	parties	will
be	referred	to	a	Rental	Housing	Tribunal	(RHT)	and	the	application	will	only	proceed	in	court	after	the	RHT	has	made	a	ruling.	Step	5:	Court	eviction	order	The	court	eviction	order	must	state	the	date	by	which	the	unlawful	occupier	must	vacate	the	premises.	It	is	common	practice	in	South	Africa	to	provide	the	occupier	with	a	month	to	find
alternative	accommodation.	The	court	order	must	also	state	that	the	Sheriff	is	authorised	to	remove	the	occupier	by	force	if	he/she	fails	to	vacate	the	premises	on	the	specified	date.	Step	6:	Forcible	removal	If	the	unlawful	occupier	has	failed	to	vacate	the	premises	by	the	date	specified	on	the	court	eviction	order,	the	landlord	must	immediately	have
the	clerk	of	the	court	issue	a	warrant	of	ejectment.	Thereafter,	the	Sheriff	can	be	instructed	to	remove	the	unlawful	occupier	from	the	premises.	How	long	does	the	eviction	process	take?	The	duration	of	the	entire	eviction	process	depends	on	whether	or	not:	A	proper	(CPA	compliant)	lease	agreement	was	in	place;	The	lease	agreement	has	been
validly	cancelled	after	the	breach;	The	correct	eviction	procedures	were	followed;	and	The	occupier	is	contesting	the	eviction	application.	An	unopposed	eviction	application	can	take	four-	to	ten	weeks,	while	an	opposed	eviction	application	can	take	anything	from	six-	to	eighteen	months.	How	to	get	rid	of	tenants	without	an	eviction	order	An	unlawful
eviction	could	have	dire	consequences	for	a	landlord	–	like	a	non-paying	tenant	occupying	the	premises	indefinitely.	Spoliation	(e.g.	disconnecting	the	electricity	or	water,	changing	locks	or	using	force	or	intimidation	to	evict	the	tenant)	can	result	in	the	landlord	being	ordered	to	pay	the	tenant’s	legal	costs	and/or	provide	the	tenant	with	alternative
housing.	However,	should	the	occupier	oppose	the	eviction	application,	it	might	be	speedier	to	negotiate	a	settlement	by	which	the	occupier	agrees	to	vacate	the	premises	by	a	certain	date.	If	the	occupier	then	fails	to	vacate	by	the	agreed	date,	he/she	would	not	be	able	to	oppose	the	eviction	application	as	he/she	admitted	to	being	an	unlawful
occupier	upon	signature	of	the	agreement.	How	many	months	must	a	tenant	be	late	on	rent	before	the	eviction	process	can	commence?	It	is	best	to	take	immediate	action	as	soon	as	a	tenant	has	missed	a	rent	payment	by	contacting	the	tenant.	As	soon	as	a	tenant	has	missed	a	single	payment,	he/she	is	in	breach	of	the	lease	agreement	and	steps	can
be	taken	to	encourage	the	tenant	to	make	a	payment	or	face	eviction.	Summary	A	Notice	of	Termination	and	Eviction	may	be	used	where	a	tenant	owes	rent	or	other	amounts,	and	has	not	yet	paid,	despite	demand	having	been	given.	A	Notice	of	Eviction	informs	the	tenant	that	as	a	result	of	the	non-payment,	the	lease	is	cancelled	and	the	tenant	is
required	to	move	out	of	the	property.	Why	do	I	need	a	Notice	of	Termination	of	Lease?	A	Notice	of	Termination	&	Eviction	informs	a	tenant	that,	because	of	his/her	non-payment	of	the	rental,	the	lease	agreement	is	terminated.	The	tenant	is	given	notice	to	move	out	of	the	property	and	is	warned	of	the	legal	consequences	of	ignoring	the	notice.	Who
should	use	a	Notice	of	Eviction?	If	you	rent	out	property	and	have	a	tenant	that	owes	rent	and/or	associated	amounts	such	as	electricity,	and	refuses	to	pay	despite	written	demand,	a	Notice	of	Termination	and	Eviction	may	be	used	to	advise	the	tenant	of	the	cancellation	of	the	lease	agreement	and	eviction	of	the	tenant.	What	does	the	Notice	of
Termination	of	Lease	say?	The	template	Eviction	Notice:	confirms	the	amount	that	is	outstanding;	advises	the	tenant	that	the	lease	agreement	is	cancelled;	gives	the	tenant	a	deadline	by	which	to	comply;	cautions	the	tenant	should	s/he	ignore	the	notice.	What	does	the	notice	look	like?	The	letter	can	be	printed	onto	two	pages.	What	do	you	need	to	do
to	use	the	sample	Notice	of	Eviction?	Ensure	that	a	Letter	of	Demand	has	been	sent	to	the	tenant	before	the	Notice	of	Termination	&	Eviction	is	sent.	Read	the	sample	document	to	ensure	that	it	suits	your	requirements.	Make	changes	as	required.	Complete	the	relevant	details,	and	send	the	completed	Notice	of	Termination	and	Eviction	to	the	tenant.
When	terminating	a	lease	for	non-payment	and	evicting	a	tenant,	it	is	important	that	you	comply	with	the	terms	of	your	Lease	Agreement	and	legal	requirements.	Make	sure	to	obtain	an	expert’s	advice.	Also	viewed:	Tenant	Application	Form	Also	known	as:	Eviction	Notice;	Notice	of	Cancellation	of	Lease	Agreement.	FAQS	About	Termination	and
Eviction	Question:	What	is	a	lease	agreement,	and	how	does	it	relate	to	the	termination	of	a	lease?	Answer:	A	lease	agreement	is	a	legally	binding	contract	between	a	landlord	and	a	tenant	that	outlines	the	terms	and	conditions	of	renting	a	property.	When	it	comes	to	lease	termination,	both	the	tenant	and	the	landlord	have	certain	rights	and
obligations.	The	termination	process	usually	involves	providing	a	written	notice,	often	referred	to	as	a	lease	termination	letter,	to	the	other	party.	The	notice	period	required	for	lease	termination	can	vary	based	on	the	terms	specified	in	the	lease	agreement	and	the	applicable	rental	laws.	It’s	important	to	follow	the	proper	procedures	to	avoid	issues
such	as	unlawful	eviction	or	lease	violation.	The	Rental	Housing	Act	may	provide	guidelines	and	regulations	regarding	lease	termination	and	eviction	proceedings,	ensuring	fairness	and	protection	for	both	parties	involved.	Question:	What	should	be	included	in	an	eviction	notice	letter	for	a	month-to-month	tenancy?	Answer:	An	eviction	notice	letter	for
a	month-to-month	tenancy	should	clearly	state	the	intention	to	terminate	the	lease	and	provide	the	specific	date	by	which	the	tenant	is	required	to	vacate	the	premises.	The	notice	should	also	mention	any	outstanding	rent	payments,	lease	violations,	or	other	reasons	for	eviction,	as	stipulated	in	the	lease	agreement	or	allowed	by	the	applicable	laws.
It’s	important	to	follow	the	correct	legal	procedures	and,	if	necessary,	initiate	court	proceedings	to	obtain	a	court	order	for	eviction.	This	ensures	that	the	eviction	process	is	conducted	in	accordance	with	the	law	and	protects	both	the	landlord	and	the	tenant’s	rights.	Question:	What	happens	if	a	tenant	fails	to	provide	the	required	notice	to	vacate	the
property?	Answer:	If	a	tenant	fails	to	provide	the	required	notice	to	vacate	the	property	as	specified	in	the	lease	agreement	or	rental	laws,	they	may	be	responsible	for	paying	rent	for	the	remaining	period	of	the	lease	or	until	a	new	tenant	is	found.	The	landlord	may	also	have	the	right	to	withhold	the	tenant’s	security	deposit	to	cover	any	outstanding
rent	or	damages.	However,	it’s	essential	to	review	the	lease	agreement	and	consult	the	relevant	rental	laws	to	determine	the	specific	consequences	and	legal	remedies	in	such	situations.	Unlawful	occupation	or	eviction	without	proper	notice	can	lead	to	legal	consequences	and	may	be	considered	an	unfair	practice.	Question:	Can	a	lease	automatically
renew,	or	is	a	written	notice	required	to	terminate	it?	Answer:	Whether	a	lease	automatically	renews	or	requires	a	written	notice	to	terminate	depends	on	the	terms	specified	in	the	lease	agreement.	In	some	cases,	leases	may	include	an	automatic	renewal	clause,	which	means	the	lease	will	continue	for	a	specified	period	(such	as	another	year)	unless
one	of	the	parties	provides	a	written	notice	to	terminate.	However,	in	other	cases,	a	written	notice	is	always	required	to	terminate	the	lease,	regardless	of	any	automatic	renewal	provision.	It’s	crucial	to	carefully	review	the	lease	agreement	to	understand	the	requirements	for	lease	termination	and	renewal.	Question:	What	should	a	tenant	do	if	they
believe	they	are	facing	an	illegal	eviction?	Answer:	If	a	tenant	believes	they	are	facing	an	illegal	eviction,	they	should	seek	legal	advice	immediately.	Illegal	eviction	refers	to	the	removal	of	a	tenant	from	a	property	without	following	the	proper	legal	procedures.	The	tenant	may	need	to	consult	with	an	attorney	or	a	relevant	housing	authority	to
understand	their	rights	and	potential	legal	remedies.	It’s	important	to	gather	evidence,	such	as	written	notices	or	communication	with	the	landlord,	to	support	their	case.	Legal	assistance	can	help	protect	the	tenant’s	rights,	challenge	the	eviction,	and	potentially	seek	compensation	for	any	damages	caused	by	the	unlawful	eviction.	Question:	What	is
the	purpose	of	a	termination	letter	in	lease	agreements?	Answer:	A	termination	letter	serves	as	an	official	notice	from	one	party,	either	the	tenant	or	the	landlord,	to	terminate	the	lease	agreement.	It	is	a	written	document	that	clearly	communicates	the	intention	to	end	the	lease	and	outlines	the	specific	terms	of	termination,	such	as	the	move-out	date
and	any	remaining	obligations,	like	outstanding	rent	payments	or	property	inspections.	Providing	a	termination	letter	ensures	that	both	parties	are	aware	of	the	lease’s	end	and	helps	prevent	misunderstandings	or	disputes.	It	is	crucial	to	follow	the	guidelines	outlined	in	the	lease	agreement	and	relevant	rental	laws	when	preparing	and	delivering	a
termination	letter.	Question:	How	does	the	eviction	process	work	in	accordance	with	the	law?	Answer:	The	eviction	process	typically	begins	with	the	landlord	serving	an	official	notice,	such	as	an	eviction	notice	letter,	to	the	tenant,	stating	the	grounds	for	eviction,	whether	it	be	non-payment	of	rent,	lease	violations,	or	other	valid	reasons	as	specified
by	the	applicable	rental	laws.	The	tenant	is	then	given	a	specific	period	to	respond	or	rectify	the	situation.	If	the	tenant	fails	to	comply,	the	landlord	can	initiate	legal	proceedings,	which	may	involve	filing	for	an	eviction	order	through	the	court	system.	The	court	will	review	the	case,	and	if	the	eviction	is	deemed	valid,	a	court	order	may	be	issued	to
enforce	the	eviction.	It’s	crucial	for	landlords	and	tenants	to	understand	their	rights	and	responsibilities	during	the	eviction	process	and	ensure	compliance	with	the	law.	Question:	What	happens	if	a	tenant	fails	to	make	rent	payments	on	time?	Answer:	If	a	tenant	fails	to	make	rent	payments	on	time,	it	can	lead	to	various	consequences,	depending	on
the	terms	outlined	in	the	lease	agreement	and	the	applicable	rental	laws.	The	landlord	may	issue	a	written	notice,	such	as	a	late	rent	notice,	requesting	the	immediate	payment	of	the	outstanding	rent.	If	the	tenant	continues	to	neglect	rent	payment,	the	landlord	may	pursue	legal	action,	including	eviction	proceedings,	to	regain	possession	of	the
property.	It’s	important	for	tenants	to	prioritize	timely	rent	payment	to	maintain	a	good	relationship	with	the	landlord	and	avoid	potential	legal	issues.	Question:	Can	a	landlord	evict	a	tenant	without	providing	an	official	notice?	Answer:	In	most	cases,	landlords	are	required	to	provide	an	official	notice	to	the	tenant	before	initiating	eviction
proceedings.	The	notice,	such	as	an	eviction	letter	or	notice	to	vacate,	should	clearly	state	the	reasons	for	eviction	and	the	specific	date	by	which	the	tenant	is	expected	to	vacate	the	premises.	Failing	to	provide	an	official	notice	may	render	the	eviction	unlawful	or	invalid,	subjecting	the	landlord	to	legal	consequences.	It’s	crucial	for	landlords	to
adhere	to	the	proper	procedures	and	requirements	outlined	in	the	lease	agreement	and	the	applicable	rental	laws	to	ensure	a	fair	and	legal	eviction	process.	Question:	What	should	tenants	do	when	facing	eviction	or	the	need	to	vacate	by	a	certain	date?	Answer:	When	facing	eviction	or	the	need	to	vacate	by	a	certain	date,	tenants	should	carefully
review	the	lease	agreement	and	consult	the	relevant	rental	laws	to	understand	their	rights	and	obligations.	It’s	important	to	communicate	with	the	landlord	or	property	management	promptly	to	discuss	the	situation	and	explore	possible	resolutions.	Tenants	may	need	to	seek	legal	advice	or	assistance	to	protect	their	rights,	negotiate	a	reasonable
move-out	date,	or	understand	the	implications	of	eviction	proceedings.	Documenting	all	interactions	and	maintaining	records	of	any	written	notices	or	correspondence	can	be	helpful	in	case	of	disputes	or	legal	proceedings.	The	Online	Agreements	Shop	cc	and	its	members,	staff,	legal	advisers,	partners	and	consultants,	agents	and	any	person
associated	therewith	cannot	be	held	liable	for	any	loss	or	damage	that	is	incurred	or	may	be	incurred	by	any	person	as	a	direct	or	indirect	result	of	the	use	of	this	website	or	any	document	or	information	contained	on	or	obtained	from	this	website,	nor	as	a	result	of	anything	that	is	contained	in	or	left	out	of	any	document.	In	my	previous	article	I
discussed	some	of	the	factors	to	consider	in	a	Lease	Agreement,	today	we	are	going	to	take	it	a	bit	further,	by	explaining	the	process	of	ending	such	a	Lease	Agreement.		This	is	done	in	two	ways:	30	Day	Notice	Form	as	a	Landlord	30	Day	Notice	Form	as	a	Tenant	This	article	is	ideal	for	both	landlords	and	tenants,	as	I	will	be	supplying	both	of	the
documentation	for	both	parties.		Please	do	be	aware	that	these	documentations	have	not	been	checked	by	a	lawyer,	it	is	the	documentation	that	I	use	for	my	personal	investment	units.	Which	form	must	be	used?	If	you	are	intending	on	ending	a	current	fixed	lease	then	a	Lease	Termination	Form	is	what	is	needed.		A	30	Day	Notice	Form	is	used	when
the	fixed	Lease	has	already	run	its	time	period	and	changed	into	a	month	to	month,	this	is	for	both	the	landlord	and	tenant.	Lease	Termination	Form	A	Lease	Termination	Form	is	used	when	the	lease	is	still	in	its	fixed	period	of	time.		Both	parties	(landlord	and	tenant)	must	agree	to	the	terms	for	the	Lease	Termination	Form	to	be	legal.		A
landlord/tenant	can’t	simple	just	fill	in	the	form	and	expect	the	other	party	to	accept	it	–	both	parties	has	to	agree.	Tenants	if	you	were	to	leave	without	this	form,	still	being	within	the	fixed	agreed	time	period,	you	will	be	held	liable	to	continue	paying	the	rent	until	the	landlord	are	able	to	find	a	new	tenant	to	complete	the	lease	period.	Landlords	if	you
were	to	end	a	lease	earlier,	but	your	tenant	are	unwilling,	you	can	always	try	and	sweeten	the	deal.		This	is	often	done	by	giving	some	financial	reimbursement	or	helping	your	tenants	find	a	place	similar	to	your	rental	unit	or	better.		Generally	tenants	don’t	want	to	live	in	a	rental	unit	their	landlord	don’t	want	them	in,	it	will	be	your	job	as	landlord	to
make	it	worth	their	trouble.	30	Day	Notice	Form	A	30	Day	Notice	Form	is	used	after	the	fixed	period	of	the	original	Lease	Agreement	has	expired,	thus	it	has	converted	into	a	month	to	month.		A	landlord/tenant	can	supply	the	other	with	the	30	Day	Notice	form,	simply	giving	their	required	30	days	before	the	rental	unit	will	be	vacated.	I	do	hope	these
example	documentation	help	wit	your	rental	units,	as	I	said	before	these	forms	have	not	been	checked	by	a	laywer	and	is	only	my	personal	form	that	I	sue	for	my	rental	units.		However	if	you	like,	Mafadi	can	handle	all	your	rental	concerns	and	issues.		Give	them	a	call,	they	will	set	you	at	ease,	I’m	sure	of	that.	Termination	of	a	rental	lease	agreement
is	allowed,	but	there	are	legal	steps	that	should	be	followed,	and	implications	that	need	to	be	understood.	Advising	how	a	landlord	or	a	tenant	can	legally	terminate	a	rental	agreement,	and	under	what	circumstances,	is	Khairiyah	Safeda,	Founding	Director	of	legal	firm	Safeda	&	Associates.	Reasons	why	a	lease	termination	may	be	required:	Landlords:
The	property	may	be	needed	for	personal	reasons,	such	as	family	occupancy	or	major	renovations.	Non-payment	of	rent,	breach	of	contract	(such	as	sub-letting	without	permission),	or	property	damage	may	also	be	grounds.	Tenants:	Common	reasons	include	a	work	relocation,	personal	circumstances	(e.g.,	care	of	a	family	member),	or	dissatisfaction
with	property	conditions	that	make	it	unliveable.	Differences	between	a	lease	cancellation	and	an	eviction	Lease	cancellation:	Refers	to	the	end	of	a	lease	agreement	and	may	involve	the	tenant	voluntarily	leaving.	Eviction:	An	eviction	order	is	required	if	a	tenant	refuses	to	leave	after	lease	cancellation.	This	must	go	through	the	courts,	in	terms	of	the
Prevention	of	Illegal	Eviction	from	and	Unlawful	Occupation	of	Land	Act	(PIE	Act).	Legal	framework	applicable	For	landlords:	Under	the	Rental	Housing	Act	and	the	Consumer	Protection	Act	(CPA),	landlords	can	cancel	a	lease	if	there	is	a	material	breach	(e.g.,	unpaid	rent).	The	CPA	permits	lease	cancellation	with	20	business	days’	notice	for
breaches,	giving	the	tenant	a	chance	to	rectify	the	issue.	For	tenants:	Tenants	can	cancel	a	lease	under	the	CPA	with	20	business	days'	notice	for	any	reason,	but	a	“reasonable	penalty”	may	apply,	calculated	based	on	factors	like	the	remaining	lease	term	and	the	likelihood	of	finding	a	new	tenant.	Acceptable	communications	The	following	is	required
by	law:	Notice	in	writing:	The	landlord	must	advise	of	cancellation	in	writing,	and	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	lease	agreement.	Electronic	notice:	An	electronic	communication	may	be	used	if	the	lease	agreement	allows	for	such	communication.	“It’s	best	to	confirm	that	the	notice	has	been	received,”	says	Safeda.	Verbal	notice:	Legally
risky	as	it	lacks	written	proof.	“It’s	advisable	to	follow	up	any	verbal	notice	with	a	written	confirmation,”	she	says.	Handling	lease	cancellations	legally	Early	stages:	It’s	advisable	to	handle	cancellations	with	legal	guidance,	and	more	so	if	it’s	a	complex	case	or	involves	large	financial	implications.	Formal	notice:	If	termination	is	based	on	a	breach,
formal	procedures	should	be	strictly	followed	to	ensure	the	grounds	for	termination	are	legally	sound.	Good	notice	period:	Under	the	CPA,	20	business	days	is	standard	for	breach-based	cancellations.	Fixed-term	leases:	Typically	allow	for	cancellation	on	agreed	notice	terms	or	through	mutual	agreement.	Personal	reasons	like	family	relocation	or	job
transfer	do	not	automatically	allow	lease	cancellation	without	financial	consequences.	“If	these	circumstances	arise,	both	parties	may	negotiate	terms,	such	as	finding	a	replacement	tenant	or	adjusting	the	notice	period,”	confirms	Safeda.	Sub-letting	and	finding	a	replacement	tenant	Whilst	a	tenant	may	feel	they	are	doing	the	landlord	a	favour	by
introducing	a	new	tenant	that	is	able	to	take	over	the	lease,	the	lease	agreement	must	be	the	guide.	Tenants	generally	cannot	sub-let	without	written	permission	from	the	landlord,	per	the	lease	agreement.	Read	more	about	subletting.	If	a	tenant	wishes	to	leave	early,	they	may	propose	a	replacement	tenant,	which	the	landlord	can	accept	or	decline
based	on	reasonable	grounds.	Deposit	use	for	urgent	vacancy	As	indicated,	there	are	often	reasons	beyond	the	tenant’s	control,	that	require	them	to	negotiate	for	the	cancellation	of	the	lease.	The	question	is	what	is	allowed	in	terms	of	the	deposit	they	have	given	to	the	landlord?	The	deposit	can	generally	only	be	used	for	final	expenses,	like	damage
repairs	or	unpaid	rent	at	the	end	of	the	lease.	If	the	tenant	vacates	early	without	fulfilling	lease	obligations,	the	landlord	may	withhold	the	deposit	to	cover	any	financial	shortfall,	as	per	lease	terms.	Automatic	cancellation	scenario	A	lease	may	only	be	terminated	automatically	if	the	property	becomes	uninhabitable	(e.g.,	due	to	natural	disaster)	or
through	mutual	agreement.	Impact	on	credibility	Tenant:	If	early	cancellation	is	without	just	cause	and	without	agreement,	it	may	affect	the	tenant’s	rental	history.	Landlord:	A	landlord	canceling	without	legitimate	reason	could	face	claims	of	unfair	treatment	or	CPA	violations.	Other	considerations	“Two	important	factors	should	be	in	play,”	says
Safeda.	“The	first	relates	to	a	legal	review,	meaning	that	either	party	should	ensure	that	lease	terms	are	aligned	with	South	African	law	and	include	clear	cancellation	terms.	“The	second	is	the	value	of	mediation.	Disputes	over	lease	cancellations	often	benefit	from	mediation	or	legal	advice,	as	this	can	save	both	time	and	costs	in	comparison	to	court
action.	“It's	always	advisable	to	consult	a	legal	professional	when	specific	disputes	or	complex	lease	terms	are	involved	to	ensure	compliance	and	protect	both	landlord	and	tenant	rights,”	concludes	Safeda.	Can	a	lease	agreement	be	Cancelled?	Both	the	parties	have	to	be	present	in	person	at	the	time	of	surrendering	a	lease.	A	lease	agreement	can	be
cancelled	either	by	the	landlord	or	by	the	tenant	or	by	both,	as	per	the	need.	How	do	I	legally	end	a	tenancy	agreement?	You	can	only	end	your	fixed	term	tenancy	early	if	your	agreement	says	you	can	or	by	getting	your	landlord	to	agree	to	end	your	tenancy.	If	your	agreement	says	you	can	end	your	fixed	term	tenancy	early,	this	means	you	have	a
‘break	clause’.	Your	tenancy	agreement	will	tell	you	when	the	break	clause	can	apply.	How	a	lease	can	be	terminated?	Lapse	of	time:	When	the	prescribed	time	of	the	lease	expires,	the	lease	is	terminated.	Specified	event:	When	there	is	a	condition	on	time	of	lease	depending	upon	a	happening	of	an	event.	Interest:	Lessor’s	interest	to	lease	the
property	may	cease,	hence	resulting	in	the	termination	of	the	lease.	See	Also		How	To	Open	A	Coffee	Shop	In	South	Africa	How	do	I	write	a	lease	termination	letter	in	South	Africa?	When	writing	a	60-day	lease	termination	letter,	include	the	date	of	the	notice,	the	date	the	lease	will	end,	landlord	and	tenant	contact	information,	the	key	terms	of	the
original	lease,	and	the	reason	for	termination.	Make	sure	the	date	on	the	termination	letter	is	at	least	60	days	before	the	move-out	date.	Read	rhapsody	of	realities	daily	devotional	Rhapsody	of	Realities	is	a	life	guide	that	brings	you	a	fresh	perspective	from	God’s	Word	every	day.	It	features	the	day’s	topic,	a	theme	scripture,	the	day’s	message,	the
daily	confession	and	the	Bible	reading	plan	segment.	It	is	God's	Love	Letter	to	You!
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