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The French subjunctive is a mood that expresses the speakers attitude toward an action, often conveying wishes, hopes, fears, or uncertainties. Unlike in English, where the subjunctive is rare, its commonly used in French, especially in subordinate clauses following expressions like il faut que (it is necessary that). Usage Conditions The subjunctive
typically appears when two different subjects are involved: one expressing a desire, emotion, or doubt about anothers action. For example, in Je veux que tu viennes (I want you to come), je and tu are different subjects, triggering the subjunctive viennes. Common Expressions Requiring the Subjunctive Certain verbs and expressions inherently require
the subjunctive mood. These include expressions of necessity (e.g., il faut que), doubt (e.qg., je doute que), and emotion (e.g., je suis heureux que). Memorizing these expressions is essential for proper usage. Avoiding the Subjunctive In some cases, the subjunctive can be avoided by restructuring the sentence. For instance, instead of saying a me ferait
plaisir que tu viennes (It would make me happy if you came), one might say Viens. a me ferait plaisir (Come. I would make me happy), eliminating the need for the subjunctive. Now lets see how to use the French subjunctive (and some tips on how to avoid it if you can)In English, the subjunctive is very rare (I wish I were in Paris like the girl in the
picture!). In French, it is quite common. However, if you are a beginner in French, I would not worry about the subjunctive right now but concentrate on the tenses of the indicative.So, now, let me answer this question: what is the French subjunctive?The subjunctive is a mood: a grammatical term which describes the subjects attitude. In English,
using the subjunctive is rare and formal. Nowadays, most people no longer use it.The subjunctive in French is very common. It shows the subjects mood (wish, hope, fear, uncertainty) toward a fact or an idea often involving another person.The French subjunctive in a nutshell: often, 2 different people are involved: the first one wanting/hoping/ fearing
that the other one does something. Sometimes, it is an expression followed by the subjunctive, such as il faut que.Click to PostYou will need to memorize by heart which expressions are followed by the subjunctive (versus the expressions followed by the indicative) I will explain why certain French phrases use the French subjunctive , and why others
use the indicative + provide lists of subjunctive French phrases.This is a long lesson. I suggest you take your time to go through it, let the concepts sink in, and bookmark it for future reference. You wont conquer Subjunctive in one reading!In my opinion, to memorize your French irregular Subjunctive forms, drilling with audio is the only solution: you
need to create reflexes, hear the form in your head.Concentrate on the most common verbs : aller, tre, avoir, prendre.This is pure memorization, it has nothing to do with understanding, so I wont talk about it here. The French subjunctive uses and conjugations are explained in depth in my Advanced French audiobook learning method, and then
illustrated by an ongoing novel recorded at several levels of enunciation (traditional French and modern spoken French).The conjunction that isfollowed by the subjunctive ismostlyque.You may have the subjunctive in French after que (in very rare cases qui or o). Other little words like quand or si never use the subjunctive.Click to PostYet, a sentence
with que doesnt mean the verb is going to be in the subjunctive. Unfortunately, its not as easy! This is why you need to understand the conditions that need to exist to have a subjunctive in French. To have a Subjunctive in French, you need to have 2 conditions:At least 2 subjects = subject 1 wanting, wishing, ordering, fearing that subject 2do this
action. or an expression which is specifically followed by the subjunctive (list below to be learned by heart) Lets take some examples of sentences using the Subjunctive and the Indicative and examine the conditions of the situations.Je veuxque vous fassiez la vaisselle. (me wanting you to do it = several involved = subjunctive) Je veux faire la vaisselle.
(me wanting me to do the dishes= only me involved = infinitive)Il faut que tu fasses la vaisselle(this condition applies only to you = subjunctive) Il faut faire la vaisselle(true for everybody = infinitive)Je suis contente que tu fasses la vaisselle. (me being happy that you do the dishes= 2 people subjunctive) Je suis contente de faire la vaisselle. (me being
happy that I do the dishes= oneperson = indicative)Je veux partir Je veux que tu partes Il faut choisir Je veux que tu choisisses. If the same person isdoing both actions, or if its a general statement,you can avoid the Subjunctive and usean infinitive construction.Click to PostYou can use a subjunctive clause in a question, for example Voulez-vous que je
vienne avec vous? , but there is no way to turn a subjunctive clause itself into a question.What follows works most of the time, Im sure youll find exceptions, but I hope it helps making most cases clearer.The French Subjunctive States 2 things:Je veux que tu fasses la vaisselle. I = first person, want = verb of influence, you = different person, do the
dishes = the action the first person is trying to influence. Je suis contente que tu fasses la vaisselle. I = first person, am happy = feeling, you = different person, do the dishes = the action the first person has a feeling about.Je constate quil est 1.Actually, I can see him, FOR ME, this is a 100% sure thing = indicative. The actual reality is that he is an
holographic projection but the truth lies in the eyes of the beholder Jaimerais quil soit 1.But I know his plane is stuck in NY. Probability of my wish becoming a reality is almost zero = subjunctive.So, between 100% chance (indicative) and 0% chance (subjunctive), what mood should you use? Where do you draw the line?If you know for sure its the
reality = Indicative in French. Over 70% chance of the action becoming a reality = Indicative in French. If there is under 70% chance of the action becoming a reality = Subjunctive in French.So as you can see, the French subjunctive is quite subjective! Il est certain quil sera 1 demain 100% chance of becoming a reality = indicative Il est probable quil
sera |l demain 70% chance of becoming a reality = indicative Il est possible quil soit 1 demain 50% chance of becoming a reality = subjunctive]e crois quil va partir. Im positive about it. Say 90% hes going to leave = indicative. Je dsire quil parte. But he really wants to stay So there is only a 2% chance he is going to leave = subjunctive. Jexige que tu
ailles lcole. OK, but you have no intention of going. So even if I want it, its not the reality, and I know it = little chance of becoming a reality = subjunctiveRegarde! Une maison avec un toit orange au milieu dun grand jardin. I am actually looking at this house. 100% chance of the house existing = indicative. Je rve dune maison qui ait un toit orange et
soit entoure dun grand jardin. I am at a realtors place and describing my dream house. He might or might not have one, I am not sure it exists for my budget that is :-) = subjunctiveThe French subjunctive is quite subjective! If you believe the situation is 100% to 70% real = indicative. Less than 70% chance of it being real = subjunctiveClick to PostIn
French, verbs of hope and belief introduce the subjunctive in the negative, since now the percentage of chance of the action becoming a reality is very low:Je pense quil viendra His coming, to me, has a 90% chance of becoming a reality = indicative Je ne pense pas quil vienne His coming, to me, has a 5% of becoming a reality = subjunctiveWatch out:
I dont think he will come is not the same thing as I think he will not come.Je ne pense pas quil vienne. I dont think he will come. Je pense quil ne viendra pas. I think he will not come.You have to keep the action you are talking about very clear, and make sure you are applying the negative the the correct part of the sentence and not changing your
sentence altogether.Je crains quelle ne mente.l am afraid she is lying to me (not that she is NOT lying to me)The ne here has no negative value. Its a rather formal concept, called le ne expltif and it comes with verbs of fear and some expressions.The use of the ne expltif is not compulsory, its almost never used in speaking, and has no meaning
whatsoever: its only there to be pretty and confuse students of French!!Click to PostNow, with all these explanations, I hope you are starting to understand the French subjunctive better.Another method to approach the French subjunctive is to learn by heart verbs and expressions followed by the subjunctive.Here is a list of common verbs and
conjunctions followed by indicative or subjunctive:The verbs listed below describe a reality, so its logical that they are followed by the mood that indicates the reality: the indicative.constater que to note, witness observer que to observe remarquer que to remark savoir que to know trouver que to find affirmer que to declare dclarer que to declare dire
que to say+ indicatif.Je constate quil est ici.Im witnessing the fact that hes here.These verbs are also followed by the indicative in French. Why? Only one possible answer: the French take their beliefs for the reality!imaginer to imagine penser to think supposer to suppose croire to believe esprer to hope+ indicatif.The speaker really believes that the
situation is real or hopes it will become real.Imaginer, esprer, croire, penser, supposer que + indicative.The French take their hopes and beliefs for the reality !!Click to PostNote that these verbs are usually followed by a future in French. Probably to show that somehow, we are aware its not a sure thing Fascinating how languages work!Jimagine quil
viendra.l imagine he will be coming.All these French expressions indicate that the speaker think the situation is real.il est clair que its clear il est certain que its obvious il est sr que its sure il est probable que its probable+ indicatifThen, some conjunctions express a simple reality thats how French grammars explain they are followed by indicative Im
not quite sure what that means For most of them, I think you have to learn them by heart!alors que while aussitt que as soon as en mme temps que at the same time that depuis que since ds que as soon as lorsque when parce que because pendant que while plutt que instead of, rather than puisque since tandis que while une fois que onceNow that
weve studied the lists of verbs and expressions followed by the indicative, lets see which verbs and expressions take the subjunctive.Please consider supporting our free French lesson creation: were a tiny 2-person company in France. Support us on Patreon or by purchasing our unique audiobooks to learn French. Instant download. Learn French
offline, at home or on the go on any device!Now lets see common verbs followed by the subjunctive. These verbs can be classified in 6 categories: wish, likes and dislikes, fear, regrets, doubt, order.French verbs expressing wish = souhaiter, dsirer, suggrer, proposer, conseiller + que + subjunctive French verbs expressinglikes and dislikes = aimer,
prfrer, dtester, adorer + que + subjunctive French verbs expressing fear = avoir peur, craindre, redouter + que + subjunctive French verbs expressing regrets = regretter, tre dsol + que + subjunctive French verbs expressing doubt = douter + que + subjunctive French verbs expressing order = vouloir, ordonner, exiger, permettre, refuser, supplier
+ que + subjunctive Youll find longer lists on the web but I dont see the need for them Do you really need to know all the verbs that can be followed by the subjunctive? Weve studied above that croire and esprer are followed by the indicative.Yet, souhaiter and dsirer are followed by the subjunctive. Why?Croire, esprer + indicative (beliefs hopes) =
the speaker thinks the situation will become real / Souhaiter dsirer + subjunctive (wishes) = the speaker is aware the situation will probably NOT become real.Click to PostThe difference is quite subtle its really a question of mood: how the speaker feels about the situation Does s/he think theres a good chance or not? Whats her/his mood about the
situation?Thats exactly what the subjunctive expresses: a moodYou need to learn by heart these French subjunctive phrases. il faut que its necessary il vaut mieux que its better il est/ cest important que its important il est / cest dommage que its too bad+ subjunctive il est / cest impossible its impossible that il est / cest possible que its possible that
serait-il possible que would it be possible that serait-il probable que would it be probable that il est / cest improbable que its improbable that il est / cest peu probable que its improbable that il / ce nest pas clair que its not clear that il / ce nest pas vident que its not obvious that il / ce nest pas sr que its not sure thatAs I explained before, with some
expressions, you can easily avoid the subjunctive by making a general statement and using an infinitive construction Il faut manger il faut que vous mangiez.Yet with other expressions, you just need to learn them by heart.Pour que for afin que for de sorte que so that de crainte que in fear of de peur que in fear of avant que before en attendant que
awaiting jusqu ce que until bien que so that moins que unless condition que provided that pourvu que provided that qui que whoever quoique even though quoi que whatever sans que without Avant que is followed by the subjunctive = its logical, there is a notion of uncertainty: you wont know for sure beforehands.Tu devras partir avant quil ne
vienne. (This ne expletif again)However, aprs que is followed by the indicative logical again, now you know for sure.En gnral, je pars aprs quil vient.Although many French people use the subjunctive myself included Its a mistake but a very common one: the indicative sounds awfulthere I wouldnt be surprised if this rule actually changed to allow the
subjunctive in the near future.l would actually never say that, and find an alternative:En gnral, je pars aprs son arrive.In same cases, you can avoid the subjunctive by changing your sentence a little bit. The French do it all the time!If you used a noun instead of a verb, there would be no problem at all this applies mostly to avant que.Il finit avant le
dpart de sa femme (instead of Il finit avant que sa femme ne parte).Instead of applying your sentence to one specific person, make a general statement.Il faut faire du sport(instead of il faut que tu fasses du sport) Tu dois partir immdiatement. Je lexige. (instead of jexige que tu partes immdiatement) To make things worse, you cant always rely on what
you hear (or even read) to learn the French subjunctive A lot of French people make mistakes when it comes to the use of subjunctive. If a French person didnt get constantly corrected by their parents as a kid, or didnt do a lot offormal studying, then chances are that s/hell make mistakes in the subjunctive.Furthermore, times are changing. There are
some situations where French grammar still demands the use of the subjunctive but people will use the indicative instead. Why? Because it sounds weird, thats why! And most French people rely on their ears to tell them what to say or maybe instinct would be a better word. You see, French people dont speak French the way you do. I mean, we dont
think the same way: we dont write the French in our heads, we rely a lot on how it sounds. I strongly suggest you read my article aboutmodern spoken French. This article will show you with many examples how the traditional French you are likely to have learned in school contrast from the reality of the French language spoken today, and give you
many tips to simplify the way you speak French.In any case, the average French person doesnt know all the grammar rules. They speak the waythey do because well, once again, their parents and teachers corrected them enough that theyknow what they are supposed to say and what sounds natural to their ear.When it comes to saying complicated
things, however, then they dont know for sure anymore They may use the subjunctive in one situation, because it sounds good, and use the indicative the next day, because that day, it sounded better to them. We all make mistakes, for sure! Now that Ive explained everything about the subjunctive, lets get really crazy Can you figure out why I dont
use the subjunctive in this sentence: Elle est si heureuse quelle rit tout le temps. First, one could argue that it is the same speaker doing both actions. But the meaning is deeper Here, the que means hence.Its a consequence: she is very happy, hence she laughs all the time.Its not the fact that she laughs that makes her happy Its actually the contrary:
its because she ishappy that she laughs.There is no doubt, no uncertainty, no change of mood (pun intended). She is happy, so she laughs.With just a tiny change, we could turn the sentence around to use a subjunctive.Elle est si heureuse qulL rie tout le temps .Now we have two different people involved. And the subjunctive is right because it is the
fact that helaughs all the time that makes her happy. It is the action he does that affects her mood.If I wanted to apply this logic to one single person, I would have to use an infinitive construction.Elle est si heureuse de rire tout le temps.Translating in English wont work. Its only by fully understanding the context, and the use of thesubjunctive in
French, that you could avoid that mistake.l. Elle est si heureuse quelle rit tout le temps. She is so happy that she laughs all the time. 2. Elle est si heureuse quil rie tout le temps. She is so happy that he laughs all the time. 3. Elle est si heureuse de rire tout le temps. She is so happy to be laughing all the time. Lets look at another really tricky
situation.Je te tlphonerai de sorte que tu aies linformation temps = subjunctive I will call you so that youll have the info on time. The action is taking place in the future So the outcome is not certain, hence the subjunctive.Il lavait prvenue de sorte quelle nest pas sortie = indicative He had warned her hence she didnt go out. The action already took
place. The outcome is certain, hence the indicative.Now, as I said before, these sentences do exist. But thankfully there are ways around them!]Je te tlphonerai et donc tu auras linformation temps. I will call you and therefore youll have the info on time. Il lavait prvenue et donc elle nest pas sortie. He had warned her hence she didnt go out. To be
really fluent in a language, you have to be able to anticipate and avoid tricky constructions,and quickly transform your sentence to find a simpler way to express what you want to say.Sometimes, when you are sure of yourself (often because youve memorized a sentence by heart),you may drop a subjunctive construction and gloat (if only just on the
inside, for yourself) Then justgive yourself a high five :-)The best way to develop a feeling for when to use the French Subjunctive is to learn it in context. Check out French Todays downloadable French audiobooks: French Todays bilingual novels are recorded at different speeds and enunciation, and focus on todays modern glided pronunciation.I
hope this long lesson make things clearer about the French Subjunctive. If you like it, share it on your social medias its a huge help for us!You may also be interested in:I often post new articles, so make sure you subscribe to the French Today newsletter or follow me onFacebook, Instagram, ThreadsandPinterest.Please react! Leave a comment, make
a suggestion, share this article Your engagement really encourages me to create more free French lessons! Le subjonctif (the subjunctive) is one of the French grammatical moods along with the indicative, the passive, the conditional and the imperative.The subjunctive emphasises the subjectivity of a sentence, and it is mostly used in dependent
clauses that start with que. The subjunctive expresses possibilities, hypotheses, feelings, thoughts, wishes, doubts, uncertainty, or advice.Master the use of the subjunctive mood in French grammar with Lingolias quick and easy examples, then put your knowledge to the test in the free exercises. The French subjunctive always appears after the word
que, and there are many conjunctions, verbs and phrases that trigger its use.Use the French subjunctive in the following cases:after il faut quemust/have to (this is one of the most common subjunctive triggers)Example:Il faut quelle reste concentre et professionnelle. She must remain focused and professional.after the following conjunctions with que:
avant quebefore, jusqu ce queuntil, pour quein order to, afin quein order to, bien quealthough, quoiquealthough, condition queon the condition that, pourvu quelets hope that, sans quewithoutExample:Elle fait en sorte que chaque mission soit un succs, bien quelle sache que des imprvus peuvent survenir tout moment. She makes sure that every show
is a success, although she knows that the unexpected can occur at any moment.The conjunction aprs que (= after) is followed by the indicative, not the subjunctive.Example:Les journalistes sont partis aprs que la manifestation sest termine. The journalists left after the demonstration ended.after verbs that express a doubt, fear, wish, permission,
request, order etc.: souhaiterto wish, dsirerto wish, aimerto like, avoir peurto fear, avoir honteto be ashamed, craindreto fear, redouterto dread, regretterto regret, tre dsolto be sorry, vouloirto want, ordonnerto order, exigerto demand, supplierto beg, demanderto ask, interdireto forbid, permettreto allow, dplorerto regret, se plaindreto
complainExample:Elle craint que laudience ne soit due si tout ne se passe comme prvu. She fears that the audience will be disappointed if everything does not go according to plan.craindre que + subjunctiveAlthough they express a wish and a feeling, esprer (= to hope) and dcider (= to decide) are followed by the indicative, not the
subjunctive.Example:Juliette espre que des gens accepteront dtre interviews. Juliette hopes that people will agree to be interviewed.after negated verbs of opinion (affirmerto confirm, croireto believe, direto say, tre davis deto be of the opinion that, penserto think, etc.)Example:Tu penses que Juliette est une bonne prsentatrice. You think that Juliette
is a good presenter.affirmative verb of opinion + indicativeTu ne penses pas que Juliette soit une bonne prsentatrice. You dont think that Juliette is a good presenter.negated verb of opinion + subjunctiveExample:Il est important quelle reste concentre et professionnelle, mme si elle a parfois trs envie de rire. Its important that she remains focused and
professional, even when she really wants to laugh sometimes.il est important que + subjunctiveSome verbs can be used with both the indicative and the subjunctive depending on the meaning we wish to convey: the subjunctive adds a sense of uncertainty, whereas the indicative presents information as factual.Examples:Il semble que Juliette a envie
de rire. It seems like Juliette wants to laugh.indicative = presents the information as a factIl semble que Juliette ait envie de rire. It seems like Juliette wants to laugh.subjunctive = presents the information with uncertaintyStill not sure? Take a look at our complete list of French verbs and phrases that take the subjunctive. There are two possible
forms of the subjunctive: the subjonctif prsent and the subjonctif pass. We use the subjonctif prsent when we want to talk about events that take place simultaneously.Example:Il est important pour lui qu'il puisse jouer dans des films.Its important to him that he can still act in films.We use the subjonctif pass when:the verb in the main clause is in the
past.Example:Il tait important pour lui quil ait pu jouer dans des films.It was important to him that he could act in films.the action in the subjunctive clause happened before the action in the main clause. The verb in the first clause can be conjugated in either the past or the present.Example:Il est important pour lui quil ait pu jouer dans des films.Its
important to him that he was able to act in films.Il tait important pour lui quil ait pu jouer dans les films.It was important to him that he was able to act in films. We form the subjonctif prsent using the present-tense verb stem of the 3rd person plural and the endings -e, -es, -e, -ions, -iez, -ent. These endings are the same for all three verb groups. *
Most -ir verbs are conjugated like finir. Choisir, ragir, rflchir and russir belong to this group. Here we add an -iss- to the word stem in the plural forms.** Most -ir verbs that are not conjugated like finir, are conjugated like dormir. Mentir, partir and sentir are part of this group. We don't add -iss- to form the plural.The verbs avoir and tre are
irregular.ExceptionsMany -oir verbs are conjugated in the subjonctif prsent using two different verb stems. To conjugate the 1st and 2nd person plural forms, we use the verb stem of the present tense 1st person plural instead of the 3rd person.Examples:Il arrive souvent quil reoive un prix.It often happens that he receives a prize.Il arrive souvent que
vous receviez un prix.It often happens that you receive a prize.The following verbs change their stem in the subjonctif prsent: allerto go, croireto believe, crotreto grow, faireto do, falloirto need, natreto be born, pleuvoirto rain, pouvoirto be able to, savoirto know, valoirto be worth, voirto see, vouloirto want. To see their complete conjugation go to the
list of irregular verbs:Example:Il faut quil fasse un discours.He has to give a speech.The subjonctif pass is constructed with the present subjunctive form of avoir or tre and the participe pass of the verb. Most verbs take avoir as their auxiliary in the subjonctif pass.Examples:que jaie aimque jaie finique jaie venduThe verb tre is only used in the
following cases:with 14 verbs of motion and staying still: natre/mourirto be born/to die, aller/venirto go/to come, monter/descendreto go up/to go down, arriver/partirto arrive/to leave, entrer/sortirto enter/to go out, apparatreto appear, resterto stay, retournerto return, tomberto fall and their related forms such as: revenirto come back, rentrerto go
back in, remonterto go back up, redescendreto go back down, repartirto leave again.Example:que je sois allWe use avoir when descendre, (r)entrer, (re)monter, retourner and sortir are followed by a direct object. In this case, the meaning of the verb often changes.Example:Il faut que vous soyez sortis avant 12 heures.You must have left before 12
oclock.but: Il faut que vous ayez sorti les carottes du frigo avant le dner.You must have taken the carrots out of the fridge before diner.Participe PassFor the regular -er/-ir/-re verbs, the past participle is easy to construct:If the infinitive ends in -er, the participle ends in Example:aimer aimlIf the infinitive ends in -ir, the participle ends in iExample:finir
finilf the infinitive ends in -re, the participle ends in uExample:vendre - venduFor the irregular verbs, we need to look up the participle form in the list of irregular verbs or check their conjugation in the verb conjugator or simply learn the forms by heart.Agreement of the Participe PassFor some verbs, the participe pass needs to agree in gender and
number with the subject of the sentence.For verbs that take tre as their auxiliary in the past subjunctive, the participle agrees in gender and number with the subject.Examples:Je ne crois pas quil soit all au studio de tlvision.I dont think he went to the television studio.Je ne crois pas quelle soit alle au studio de tlvision.I dont think she went to the
television studio.Je ne crois pas quils soient alls au studio de tlvision.I dont think they went to the television studio.Je ne crois pas quelles soient alles au studio de tlvision.I dont think they (only women) went to the television studio.For verbs that are constructed using avoir, the participle agrees in gender and number with a direct object that comes
before the verb. This direct object can take three possible forms: a personal pronoun (me, te, le, la, nous, vous, les), the relative pronoun que, or a noun (in questions and exclamations).Examples:Pourvu que sa famille lui ait souhait son anniversaire. Pourvu que sa famille le lui ait souhait.Hopefully his family wished him a happy birthday.Pourvu que sa
famille lui ait souhait sa fte. Pourvu que sa famille la lui ait souhaite.Hopefully his family wished him a happy birthday.The participe pass of reflexive verbs generally agrees with the subject.Example:Il est possible que nous nous soyons levs trop tard.Its possible that we got up too late.The exception to this rule concerns direct objects: if the reflexive
verb is followed by a direct object the past participle does not agree with the subject.Example:Il vaudrait mieux quelle se soit lav les mains.It would be better if she had washed her hands. but: Il vaudrait mieux quelle se soit lave.It would be better if she had washed herself. Remember: the past participle never agrees with an indirect object.Example:Je
ne crois pas que Marie et Laurent se soient tlphon.I dont believe that Marie and Laurent called each other on the phone. se = indirect objectThe participe pass does not agree with the subject of the following verbs: se tlphonerto call each other, se parlerto talk to each other, se mentirto lie to each other, se plaire (complaire/dplaire)to like each other,
se sourireto smile at each other, se rireto laugh at each other, se nuireto hurt each other, se succderto succeed each other, se suffireto be enough, se ressemblerto look like each other, sen vouloirto be annoyed with each other. This is because the reflexive pronoun is an indirect object. It is used in the sense of each other for these verbs.Note: the past
participle of se rendre compte doesnt change its ending.Example:Je ne crois pas quelle se soit rendu compte de son erreur.l dont think that shes realised her mistake.not: se soit rendue compte Improve your French with Lingolia. Each grammar topic comes with one free exercise where you can review the basics, as well as many more Lingolia Plus
exercises where you can practise according to your level. Check your understanding by hovering over the info bubbles for simple explanations and handy tips. Subjonctif mixed exercisesSubjonctif prsent tableaux de conjugaison (tre/avoir)B2Subjonctif prsent tableaux de conjugaison (verbes en -er)B2Subjonctif prsent tableaux de conjugaison (verbes
en -ir)B2Subjonctif prsent tableaux de conjugaison (verbes en -ir du 2e groupe)B2Subjonctif prsent tableaux de conjugaison (verbes en -re)B2Subjonctif prsent tableaux de conjugaison (verbes irrguliers)B2Subjonctif prsent formationB2Subjonctif prsent verbes frquentsB2Subjonctif prsent mlangeB2Subjonctif prsent la fte danniversaireB2Subjonctif
prsent indicatif ou subjonctif prsentB2Subjonctif prsent ngationB2Subjonctif pass tableaux de conjugaison (tre/avoir)B2Subjonctif pass tableaux de conjugaison (verbes rguliers)B2Subjonctif pass tableaux de conjugaison (verbes irrguliers)B2Subjonctif pass mlangeB2Subjonctif pass ngationB2 Gapfill Multiple choice Drag-and-drop Mixed The bane of
most intermediate French learners existence is the subjunctive: The verb mood used to express desire, uncertainty and opinions, among others. Its notoriously challenging, but something youll need to master in order to speak French fluently.Well give you a great overview of what it is, when to use it, and how to do basic conjugations, with lots of
examples. Keep reading to learn everything youll need to start acing le subjoncif (the subjunctive).ContentsWhat is the French Subjunctive?The French subjunctive is a verb mood, used primarily to express uncertainty, doubt and emotions. As we will cover, there are certain phrases and verbs that trigger this. Like the indicative, the subjunctive has
present and past tense forms.We use subjunctive phrases in English, but they are nowhere near as common as they are in French. Here are some examples of the subjunctive in use in French:Je veux que vous fassiez la vaisselle.(I want you to do the dishes.)Il ne croit pas quelle laime.(He doesnt believe that she loves him.)How to Use the French
SubjunctiveThe French subjunctive usually has this structure:Subject 1 + verb + que/qui (that/who) + subject 2 + verbYoull need the following components for the subjunctive:Two separate subjectsQue or quiThe expression of uncertainty, desire, doubt, regret, preference, opinion or emotionThe subjunctive is also always a dependent clause.When to
Use the French SubjunctiveAs detailed above, the subjunctive is used after certain verbs or phrases and preceded by the connecter que. Lets look at what you can express using the subjunctive:Wishes or Desires]Je veux que tu fasses le mnage. (I want you to clean the house.)Il souhaite quelle tombe amoureuse delui.(He wishes that she would fall in
love with him.)Emotions]Je suis triste quelle soit malade.(Im sad that she is sick.)Il est heureux quils arrivent. (He is happy that theyre arriving.)Possibility or Doubt]e doute quil vienne. (I doubt that he will come.)Il est possible que vous partiez.(Its possible that youre leaving.)OpinionsIl est persuad que jai raison. (He is convinced that I am right.)Je
naime pas quil lait dit. (I dont like that he said that.)Necessityll faut que nous allions lcole.(It is necessary that we go to school.)Jai besoin que tu mcoutes.(I need you to listen to me.)Regretll est regrettable quil pleuve aujourdhui.(Its regrettable that its raining today.)Elle regrette quelle lait fait.(She regrets that she did that.)Preferences]e prfre que
nous allions maintenant.(I prefer that we go now.)Je prfre que vous chantiez maintenant.(I prefer that you sing now.)Common Verbs Which Use the SubjunctiveVerbs for Expressing a Wish or DesireThe verb esprer is always followed by the indicative. For example: Jespre quil est heureux. (I hope that he is happy.)Verbs for Expressing EmotionVerbs
for Expressing Possibility or Doubtll est probable que (it is probable that) is always followed by the indicative, not the subjunctive. For example: Il est probable quelle laime. (Its probable that she likes it.)Verbs for Expressing Preferences and OpinionsVerbs for Expressing NecessityVerbs for Expressing RegretPhrases and Expressions That Trigger the
SubjunctiveYou can spot the subjunctive easily by looking out for certain phrases. Most of these express one of the five categories for the subjunctive: emotion, desire, doubt, regret, preferences/opinions or uncertainty.These are usually variations of provided that and although.Avant que is always followed by the subjunctive, but aprs que (after) is
always followed by the indicative.Theres a logical reason for this! Since avant que means before, theres a bit of doubt and uncertainty because the event or action hasnt happened yet. But aprs que translates to after, when there would be certainty since the event has already taken place.When Not to Use the SubjunctivePhrases that talk about an
opinion, desire or emotion arent always followed by the subjunctive.This is the case when doubt isnt expressed or the event has already taken place and is thus clear. For example:Il est clair quil ne veut pas le faire. (Its obvious that he doesnt want to do it.)Il est certain que vous aurez besoin daide.(Its certain that you will need help.)Il est sr que le
train est supprim.(It is sure that the train is canceled.)All of these examples express clarity (obvious, certain, surely), so you dont need the subjunctive.Heres a less intuitive example:Il est probable que la banque soit ferme aujourdhui. (Its probable that the bank is closed today.)In English, it sounds like there is some doubt because of the word
probably, but in French, this is considered an indicative-triggering phrase.Regular Verbs in the SubjunctiveHow to Conjugate Verbs in the SubjunctiveForming the subjunctive is pretty simple for regular verbs:Subjunctive PresentStart with the conjugated form of the verb for ils/elles(third-person plural), then remove the -ent ending to get the present
stem. You can then add the following subjunctive endings depending on the pronoun:PronounSubjunctive Endingje-etu-esil/elle-enous-ionsvous-iezils/elles-entHeres how youd conjugate different verbs for the subjunctive present:Subjunctive PastThe past tense is formed by conjugating either avoir or tre (both irregular verbs detailed above) in the
subjunctive followed by the past participle of the verb.For example: Il est triste quelle ne soit pas venue. (He is sad that she did not come.) Cest dommage quil nait pas neig Nol. (Its a shame that it did not snow on Christmas.)Subjunctive FutureThere is no future for the subjunctive in French. If the action or event will take place in the future, the
subjunctive present is used to describe it.Irregular Verbs in the SubjunctiveLike many rules in French, there are, of course, exceptionsyes, irregular verbs! Below is a list of the most common irregular subjunctive conjugations. These include avoir and tre, which youll need to form the past tense of the subjunctive.Verbs with Multiple Subjunctive
StemsAnother quirk of the subjunctive in French is that some verbs have multiple stems.Many irregular verbs above like aller and avoir also fall into this category. But a lot of these are also verbs that follow regular conjugation rules for most pronouns (je, tu, il/elleand ils/elles), but then use thenousconjugation without ons for thenousandvousstem.All
of these may seem like a lot to remember, but with practice, theyll come naturally! To get used to the French subjunctive, try looking out for these phrases in French movies, TV series, podcasts and other media. This way, you can pause and then check the verbs if needed in a dictionary.Now that youve learned all about the essentials for the
subjunctive, you can set forth and express your emotions, opinions, desires, doubts, necessities and regrets in French. Its one of the toughest parts of the language to master, but by practicing everything listed in this post, you should be off to a great start!If you like learning French at your own pace and from the comfort of your device, I have to tell
you about FluentU.FluentU makes it easier (and way more fun) to learn French by making real content like movies and series accessible to learners. You can check out FluentU's curated video library, or bring our learning tools directly to Netflix or YouTube with the FluentU Chrome extension.One of the features I find most helpful is the interactive
captionsyou can tap on any word to see its meaning, an image, pronunciation, and other examples from different contexts. Its a great way to pick up French vocab without having to pause and look things up separately.FluentU also helps reinforce what youve learned with personalized quizzes. You can swipe through extra examples and complete
engaging exercises that adapt to your progress. You'll get extra practice with the words you find more challenging and even be reminded you when its time to review!You can use FluentU on your computer, tablet, or phone with our app for Apple or Android devices. Click here to take advantage of our current sale! (Expires at the end of this
month.)The French subjunctive mood is used to express wishes, emotions and doubts. For example, je veux que tu fasses te devoirs (I want you to do your homework). The subjunctive mood can be difficult for students as it uses different verb endings than the present tense and there are many rules for when to use it.The French subjunctive (le
subjonctif) is a mood. It called a mood because it is used to express the subjects attitudes, feelings and perceptions. The French language uses the subjunctive in order to stress a sentences subjectivity (personal perceptions). An example of the subjunctive is: Il faut que vous fassiez votre travail (You need to do your work).Sentences including the
subjunctive often include the word que (that). The French use the subjunctive to express the subjects feelings regarding the other person.In the example sentences below, the verb forms are different form the present tense (indicative). In addition, each sentence has two clauses separated by que (that).Je veuxquetufassestes devoirs.I want you to do
your homework.Je suis heureuxquetusoisici.Im happy youre here.Jedoutequil vienne.I doubt hes coming.For most French verbs, the subjunctive is formed by removing the -ent from the third-person plural (ils/elles) form in the present tense and adding the following subjunctive endings: -e, -es, -e, ions, -iezand-ent.The pronunciation of the subjunctive
is mostly based on the the pronunciation of the present tense ils forms.The following table shows how to form the subjunctive for regular -er, -ir and -re verbs.PARLER TO SPEAK ils parlentFINIR TO FINISH ils finissentVENDRE TO SELL ils vendentque je parle que tu parles qu'il/elle parle que nous parlions que vous parliez qu'ils/elles parlentque je
finisse que tu finisses qu'il/elle finisse que nous finissions que vous finissiez qu'ils/elles finissentque je vende que tu vendes qu'il/elle vende que nous vendions que vous vendiez qu'ils/elle vendentThe subjunctive conjugation of most irregular verbs is the same: Drop the -ent from the ils form in the present tense and add the subjunctive endings.CRIRE
TO WRITE ils criventLIRE TO READ ils lisentCONDUIRE TO DRIVE ils conduisentDORMIR TO SLEEP ils dormentque j'crive que tu crives qu'il crive que nous crivions que vous criviez qu'ils criventque je lise que tu lises qu'il lise que nous lisions que vous lisiez qu'ils lisentque je conduise que tu conduises qu'il conduise que nous conduisions que vous
conduisiez qu'ils conduisentque je dorme que tu dormes qu'il dorme que nous dormions que vous dormiez qu'ils dormentSome verbs has dual-stem subjunctive conjugations.This means that the je, tu, il, elle and ils subjunctive forms are made from the present tense ils form and the nous and vous subjunctive from are made from the present tense nous
form.In the table below, note that the je, tu, il, elle and ils subjunctive forms of boire (to drink) are based of the present tense ils form boivent and the nous and vous subjunctive forms are based off of the present tense nous form (buvons).BOIRE TO DRINK nous buvons ils boiventVENIR TO COME nous venons ils viennentPRENDRE TO TAKE nous
prenons ils prennentque je boive que tu boives qu'il boive que nous buvions que vous buviez qu'ils boiventque je vienne que tu viennes qu'il vienne que nous venions que vous veniez qu'ils viennentque je prenne que tu prennes qu'il prenne que nous prenions que vous preniez qu'ils prennentThe subjunctive conjugations for the verbs aller (to go), avoir
(to have), tre (to be) and vouloir (to want) are irregular. They are not related to the present tense forms. In addition, they all have dual-stems.ALLERAVOIRTREVOULOIRque j'aille que tu ailles qu'il aille que nous allions que vous alliez qu'ils aillentque j'aie que tu aies qu'il ait que nous ayons que vous ayez qu'ils aientque je sois que tu sois qu'il soit que
nous soyons que vous soyez qu'ils soientque je veuille que tu veuilles qu'il veuille que nous voulions que vous vouliez qu'ils veuillentThe verbs faire (to make, do), savoir (to know) and pouvoir (to be able, can) are irregular in that the subjunctive forms are not related to the present tense. Unlike the table above, they have a single subjunctive
stem.FAIRE TO MAKE, DOPOUVOIR TO BE ABLE, CANSAVOIR TO KNOWque je fasse que tu fasses qu'il/elle fasse que nous fassions que vous fassiez qu'ils/elles fassentque je puisse que tu puisses qu'il/elle puisse que nous puissions que vous puissiez qu'ils/elles puissentque je sache que tu saches qu'il/elle sache que nous sachions que vous sachiez
qu'ils/elles sachentln this section we will look at some example sentences and phrases which require the usage of the subjunctive.The subjunctive usage can be broken down into three categories: Wish, emotion and doubt.In the example sentences, below, the subject is expressing a feeling of wishing or wanting, or making a demand.Jeveux que tu
soisplus polis.I want that you be more polite.Jexige que vous arriviez lheure.l demand that you arrive on time.Elle souhaite que je fasse mes devoirs. She wants me to to do my homework.The following verbs require the subjunctive and fall in this wish category:aimer meiux queto preferavoir besoin queto needdemander queto request, ask fordsirer
queto want, wish, desireexiger queto demandordonner queto orderprfrer queto preferrecommander queto recommendsouhaiter queto wishsuggrer queto suggestvouloir queto wantThe following impersonal expressions (an expression that starts with il, meaning it) require the subjunctive.il faut queits necessary that, you have/one has toil est
necessaire queits necessary thatil est essentiel queits essential thatil est important queits important thatil est utile queits useful thatll faut que is very common. It translates to Its necessary that or You have to. This lesson covers il faut in detail.Il faut que tu sois lheure. You have to be on time.Il faut que je fasse attention. I need to pay attention.The
second group of phrases which require the subjunctive fall into the category of emotion (happy, sad, fearful, etc.).Je suis content quelle vienne. Im happy shes coming.Je suis triste quil ne soit pas avec nous. Im sad hes not with us.Elle a peur quil ne fasse pas son travail. Shes afraid hes no doing his work.The following verbs require the usage of the
subjunctive and fall into the emotion category:avoir peur queto fear thatcraindre queto fear thatstonner queto be surprised thattre content, heureux queto be happy thattre triste queto be sad thatregretter queto be sorry thatse plaindre queto complain thatse fcher queto be angry thattre fach, fureux queto be angry thatavoir honte queto be ashamed
thatThe following impersonal expressions use the subjunctive and fall into the emotion category:il est tonnant queits surprising thatil est bizarre queits strange thatil est curieux queits strange thatil est ennuyeux queits annoying thatil est nervant queits annoying thatil est embtant queits annoying thatExamples:Il est nervant quil fassetant de bruit.Its
annoying that hes making so much noise.Il est curieux quelle naillepas en France.Its strange that shes not going to France.Il est tonnant vous ne comprenniez pas.Its surprising that you dont understand.The following example sentences require the usage of the subjunctive and fall into the category of doubt.Je doute quelle vienneavant 18h00.I doubt
shell come before 6pm.Je ne pense pas quil comprennece qui se passe.l dont think he knows whats happening.Je ne suis pas convaincu que tu aiesraison.Im not convinced youre right.The following verbs are associated with doubt and require the subjunctive:nier queto deny thatdouter queto doubt thatne pas penser queto not think thatne pas croire
queto not believe thatne pas tre sr(e)/certain(e) queto not be sure thatThe following impersonal expressions require the subjunctive and fall into the category of doubt.il nest pas certain queits not certain thatil nest pas sr queits not sure thatil nest pas vident queits not obvious/evident thatil nest pas clair queits not clear thatil nest pas exact queits not
accurate thatil nest pas vrai queits not true thatThe subjunctive requires two subjects on both sides of the word que. However, when there is only one subject an infinitive is used.For example, you cannot say, Je veux que jaille au magasin for I want that I go to the store. In this situation use the infinitive of the verb: Je veux aller au magasin (I want to
go to the store).There are some verbs which take the indicative. This is because there is no element of subjectivity, meaning they are not based on subjective personal or individual perceptions.In other words, the topic thats being discussed is known to be a reality.The verb penser (to think) can take both the subjunctive or the indicative.Je pense que
Paul est en retard. I think Paul is late.]Je ne pense pas que Paul soit en retard. I dont think Paul is late.The first sentence starting with Je pense que (I think that), the indicative because whats being expressed is believed to be a reality. Paul is late.In the second sentence starting with Je ne pense pas que (I dont think that), the subjunctive is used
because whether Paul is late or not is subjective, meaning the topic is open for discussion.The verb esprer (to hope) take the indicative. This verb is often followed by the futur simple.Jespre quelle viendra. I hope shell come.Jespre que tu comprendras. I hope youll understand.The following impersonal expressions take the indicative as they suggest no
element of subjectivity.Il est certain que it is certain thatll est vident que it is obvous thatll est probable que it is probable thatll est sr que it is sure thatll est vrai que it is true thatll me semble que It seems to me thatHere are some example sentences.ll est certain que le subjonctif est trs utile. Its certain that the subjunctive is very useful.ll me
semble que vous comprenez la leon. It seems to me that you understand the lesson.French grammar | Lessons by David Issokson Le subjonctif,or the French subjunctive can be tricky. Is it a tense? Not really. Is it conjugated like the tenses? Yes, we can say so. But what is it? The most appropriate way to define the subjunctive would be that its a verb
mood. Its used to express some feelings, such as uncertainty, emotion, doubt, judgment, and hypothetical situations. I know this sounds vague I definitely thought so when I first learned about the subjunctive as a 17-year old high school student. Today, after over ten years and a degree in French, I think one of the best ways of learning the subjunctive
is to really understand its logic and memorize some important phrases that require the subjunctive. Then, it will start making a lot more sense! Table of contents The subjunctive is a verb mood that allows you to express things that are subjective, uncertain, or unreal. Although it requires the verbs to be conjugated in specific ways, its not a tense.
Think of it as a similar concept to the English phrases I wish, If I were, Its necessary to, and so on. These dont describe reality they express a hypothetical or unlikely situation, or a feeling like doubt, uncertainty, desire, emotion, or necessity. Lets start with an example sentence: It is necessary that you do your homework. In French, its necessary that
isil faut que.This phrase expresses obligation and demands the subjunctive form. So it would beil faut que tu fasses tes devoirs.Fasses,here, is the subjunctive form offaire(to do). Another example:Je veux que tu sois heureuse,l want you to be happy.Soisis the subjunctive form oftre.It has to be in subjunctive because it expresses desire. Have you
noticed another common theme in the two examples we covered?Il faut que tu fasses tes devoirsandje veux que tu sois heureuseboth includeque.The subjunctive almost always comes after phrases that havequeorqui.But be careful: not all phrases withqueinclude the subjunctive. For objective statements, we use the indicative mood. The essential
French phrasesyou covered so far are likely to be in the indicative mood: Je fais mes devoirs.I do my homework. Il est fatigu.He is tired. a fait deux heures que jattends.Ive been waiting for two hours. (We dont need the subjunctive here since we stated a fact.) The subjunctive is widely used in French daily life. This means that youll hear it often in
films, books, orsongs. We already mentioned that the subjunctive in French is a verb mood, used in specific cases for specific feelings. Butwhatare those feelings and cases? Lets take a more detailed look: Anytime you express doubt, disbelief, emotion, or uncertainty with a phrase withque,the subjunctive follows. Here are some examples: Je doute quil
vienne.I doubt that he will come. Jai peur quil ne soit en retard.Im afraid that he will be late. Je suis triste que tu ne sois pas ici.Im sad that youre not here. Start by checking out these expressions that require the subjunctive in French. Youll hear them often, be it on the news, in discussions with friends, or in podcasts: English French Audio to prefer
that prfrer que to accept that accepter que to like that aimer que to doubt that douter que to hate that dtester que to be happy that tre heureux que to be sad that tre triste que to be afraid that avoir peur que to want that vouloir que to ask that demander que to wish that souhaiter que Some impersonal expressions, which includeil+ verb naturally
express need, judgment, or emotion in a way that would require the subjunctive. Il faut que tu viennes me voir.It is necessary that you come see me. Il est dommage que tu ne puisses pas venir.Its a pity that you cannot come. Il est important que vous soyez lheure.It is important that you be on time. Il vaut mieux quon parte maintenant.It is better that
we leave now. Il est possible que je vienne demain.It is possible that I will come tomorrow. Be careful not all of them take the subjunctive. For example,il est clair que(it is clear that) doesnt need it, as were talking about something clear and certain. Here are some common impersonal expressions that take the subjunctive: English French Audio Its
necessary that Il faut que Its a pity that Il est dommage que Its important that Il est important que Its possible that Il est possible que Its interesting that Il est intressant que Its better that Il vaut mieux que Certain conjunctions that express subjectivity or unreality require the subjunctive. For example,avant que(before) is followed by the subjunctive
because it introduces an action or event that has not yet occurred, so its uncertain.Aprs que(after), on the other hand, doesnt need the subjunctive, as the events have already occurred, so were talking about facts. Here are some example sentences with conjunctions that require the subjunctive. Appelle-moiavant quetu partes.Call me before you leave.
Jtudiepour queje puisse russir lexamenl study so that I can pass the exam. *Elle est perfectionniste. Elle va travailler sur le projet **jusqu ce qu*il soit parfait.Shes a perfectionist. She will work on the project until its perfect. English French Audio before avant que so that pour que so that afin que without sans que until jusqu' ce que Now that weve
covered when to use the subjunctive mood, lets look at how to put French verbs in the subjunctive form. Regular verbs follow a straightforward pattern in subjunctive. For first-group verbs, likeparler,the subjunctive is almost the same as the present tense. We take the root of the verb by checking theils/ellesconjugation in the present tense. Itsils/elles
parlent,and to take the root, we need to remove the-ent.This leaves us with the rootparl-which we need to add these suffixes for each person, respectively:-e, -es, -e, -ions, -iez,and-ent. Parler (to speak)que je parleque tu parlesquil/elle/on parleque nous parlionsque vous parliezquils/elles parlent For second-group verbs, likefinirthe subjunctive looks a
little different than the present tense. The root of the verbs are again found by looking at theils/ellesconjugation.Ils/elles finissent,leaves us with the rootfiniss-which we need to add-e, -es, -e, -ions, -iez,and-ent. Finir (to finish)que je finisseque tu finissesquil/elle/on finisseque nous finissionsque vous finissiezquils/elles finissent Unfortunately, many
ofthe most common French verbsare irregular in the subjunctive. The best way to learn them is by practice. At first, try to recognize them in your textbooks, or the French content you follow. Then, youll be more familiar with the irregular verbs and use them when necessary. Here are the subjunctive forms for some key irregular verbs: English Verb
French Verb Subjunctive Conjugation To be tre que je soisque tu soisqu'il/elle/on soitque nous soyonsque vous soyezqu'ils/elles soient To have Avoir que j'aieque tu aiesqu'il/elle/on aitque nous ayonsque vous ayezqu'ils/elles aient To go Aller que j'ailleque tu aillesqu'il/elle/on ailleque nous allionsque vous alliezqu'ils/elles aillent To do Faire que je
fasseque tu fassesqu'il/elle/on fasseque nous fassionsque vous fassiezqu'ils/elles fassent To come Venir que je vienneque tu viennesqu'il/elle/on vienneque nous venionsque vous veniezqu'ils/elles viennent To know Savoir que je sacheque tu sachesqu'il/elle/on sacheque nous sachionsque vous sachiezqu'ils/elles sachent To be able to Pouvoir que je
puisseque tu puissesqu'il/elle/on puisseque nous puissionsque vous puissiezqu'ils/elles puissent To take Prendre que je prenneque tu prennesqu'il/elle/on prenneque nous prenionsque vous preniezqu'ils/elles prennent For compound tenses like thepass compos,youll use the subjunctive form ofavoirortre,followed by the past participle if your phrase
needs the subjunctive. Il est dommage quelle ne soit pas venue.lIts a pity that she didnt come. Je doute quils aient compris la leon.I doubt that they understood the lesson. For native speakers, using the subjunctive comes naturally. For learners, it comes with a lot of practice! While learning the subjunctive, keep in mind that making mistakes is normal,
and no one will judge you for using the indicative instead of the subjunctive. Here are some study tips: In this article, youll find over 20 expressions and conjunctions that require the subjunctive. We didnt choose them randomly theyre there because they appear often in French conversations. A good way to start practicing the subjunctive is to study
these phrases. For example,il faut que(it is necessary that) always needs the subjunctive. If you often hear people sayingil faut que jaille(its necessary that I leave/l need to leave), thats a perfect opportunity to learn thatil faut queis a subjunctive phrase, andailleis the subjunctive ofaller(to go). As we saw earlier, many common verbs are irregular in
the subjunctive. Once youve learned some key phrases that take the subjunctive, move on to study irregular verbs: Il faut quil aille au supermarch.Its necessary for him to go to the supermarket. (we usedquil aille,notquil va. Je doute quils aient de largent.I doubt that they have money. (we usedquils aient,not (quils ont.) Je suis heureuse que tu sois 1.Im
happy that youre here. (we usedque tu sois,notque tu es. Expose yourself to the subjunctive through authentic language, such as French movies andsongs.. Lets start by taking a look at this song byCline Dion, Pour que tu maimes encore.Even the title is in subjunctive pour queis one of the conjunctions that always requires the subjunctive.Pour que tu
maimes encoretranslates into so that you still love me.* In the song, youll also hear the phraseJe veux que tu saches,I want you to know, which is also in the subjunctive.Sachesis one of the subjunctive forms ofsavoir(to know), an irregular verb. While I do think that you should have a go at conjugating the subjunctive, I wont say try anyway, its okay to
make mistakes! this time. Instead, I have one last useful tip. In some cases, if you change the sentence structure, its possible to avoid the subjunctive. You should just make sure theres noquein the equation. Here are some examples: Il faut que tu sois 1, means its necessary for you to be here. It requires the subjunctive because it expresses necessity
with the phraseil faut que.Another sentence that gives a similar meaning is: Tu dois tre 1.You need to be here. There is noque,andtu dois(you need to) is always followed by an infinitive, not the subjunctive. Dont be discouraged by the subjunctives reputation as a grammatical beast. Start by recognizing it, then move on to studying key phrases, and
finally, start using those phrases. Its no easy task, but with theright study tips, youll master it!
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