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If you’re looking for a brief overview of the leading causes of underdevelopment in Africa, this article is perfect for you. The following blog post will highlight the most important reasons African countries have not developed. It is an informative article that can help you understand more about this topic. It will also analyze how Africans can solve these
problems and what needs to happen next. After reading this article, you will determine which factors have contributed to a lack of development in some African countries and how they can overcome these problems. Finally, a list of valuable resources at the end if you want to read more on this subject or learn how to contribute! One of the biggest
problems in Africa today is corruption. Corruption can take many forms, and it might be challenging to understand what counts as corruption and what doesn’t. In this context, I mean the abuse of a position of power by public officials for private interests or personal gain. This happens when people entrusted with power use their authority for their
benefit. When this happens, the government and people become disorganized and lose motivation to develop. The problem is that impoverished African governments can’t invest enough money into health care, education, infrastructure, etc. They need to use their already scarce resources on corruption, such as paying public officials salaries or
funding more projects. This problem is widespread in the continent today, which causes underdevelopment in Africa. Many African governments have implemented policies that prevent the continent from developing. These governments have often been responsible for economic crises and political instability. Many Governments either fail or refuse to
sustainably solve domestic problems, such as poverty, unemployment, and hunger. This is because African countries often lack the resources to govern themselves effectively. There are many civil servants in some African countries where the state is involved in every aspect of society. The result is terrible management or even incompetence because
corruption hinders good governance. It is estimated that 60% of the African population is between 15 and 24 years old, which creates a ‘youth bulge.’ This means there are many young people in Africa today. These youth are not employed or have no work experience. This causes severe social problems because young people become frustrated when
they do not develop their lives. This frustration grows when they see other people succeeding without working hard, which means enormous pressure on some individuals to succeed in Africa today. Most African countries have insufficient infrastructure. This refers to roads, railways, and airports that are not adequate to allow trade or tourism. It’s
also about having an electricity grid that allows the population to use appliances like washing machines and computers. The lack of infrastructure in Africa today is a significant obstacle to development because it limits people’s ability to do business across borders. This means there are fewer opportunities for work, which leads to unemployment and
poverty throughout the continent. Although many African countries have compulsory primary education, this does not apply to secondary and tertiary education. Many parents do not send their children to school because they need them to work and contribute to the economy. Many African countries also have problems with teachers who are not
adequately trained or paid enough money. Students do not receive proper lessons and can’t get a good education. Illiteracy is common in Africa today, limiting the development of people throughout the continent. Many African businesses operate under trying conditions. On the one hand, many countries have a limited stock of natural resources and
business opportunities for investors. On the other side, African companies face high taxes and high-interest rates, poor infrastructure, and insufficient access to financial services such as loans and credit cards. Another cause of underdevelopment in Africa today is the lack of skilled workers. Most African countries do not have enough qualified
teachers, doctors, engineers, etc., so many Africans cannot offer their services in these parts of society. There are often too few job opportunities for well-qualified professionals to make a living in Africa today, so they must look elsewhere. This shortage also means that education and health care in Africa is often unsatisfactory. It is often said that
building a road in Africa is easy but challenging to maintain. Poor supervision means many African countries have roads, railways, and other infrastructures that are not maintained or abandoned. This leads to bad conditions for transport throughout the continent, limiting trade development between African countries. This is one of the significant
causes of underdevelopment in Africa today. Many African governments are not fully committed to using the resources available to improve living conditions throughout the continent. This means that much-needed international aid money intended for development is misappropriated and used dubiously, or there may be a lack of investment in
necessary infrastructure. In addition, politicians sometimes misuse public funds when they are holding office. This often leads to a lack of transparency and undermines good governance, which is an essential factor in development on the continent today. 10. Excessive Regulation Many African countries have laws and regulations that make it hard for
businesses to succeed (or even do business) throughout the continent. While these measures are designed to improve safety and the standard of living, they often have the opposite effect because they are poorly implemented or too strict. The good news is that African leaders are aware of the problems in Africa today. They are gradually making
improvements to make it easier for African countries to develop and become more competitive worldwide. Underdevelopment in Africa will only end when African leaders do more to improve living conditions by working together and making political progress. Worldwide, several organizations support African development. These organizations provide
training for children in Africa, help create job opportunities, improve road safety, encourage good governance, and much more. In addition to supporting these organizations, which help Africa today, you can support African countries by making an effort to buy and use products and services from the continent (or from Africans living in other
countries). This will make it easier for these businesses to improve their operations and provide more opportunities. It’s also an excellent way to show your support for African development! Africans need to be more involved in improving living conditions throughout the continent. They should make an effort to support good governance, create job
opportunities, and ensure that they earn enough money for their families by working hard or starting their own businesses. These are all ways that Africans can help fight underdevelopment in Africa today. These steps will also lead to more opportunities for Africans throughout the continent with time. This is why it’s so important that African
countries move forward with political and economic development initiatives and work together to improve the standard of living in Africa. Read Also: JUDE ORINYA AZUKADEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHYNNAMDI AZIKIWE UNIVERSITY, AWKA08030441373judeazuka@gmail.com AbstractThe increasing wave state failures since the end of the Cold
War have become a disturbingphenomenon. This paper examines the causes and effects of state failure in Africa. It employedanalytic method to critically examine the different views on state failure. The work argues that thefaulty foundation on which most African states were built on is one of the major reasons whyAfrican states are the major victims
of failed states in the world. A look at the recent ranking offailed states in the world reveals that African states dominate the first thirty countries in theFragile State Index (FIS). The paper however suggests that authentic education, realindependence and rediscovering of Africa’s lost identity will be a necessary alternative to restoreAfrica’s bartered
historical journey. The work concludes that the present internal ethnic andreligious crisis that have destabilized the peace and development of the African continent sinceafter the independence of most African states, will eventually lead to their final collapse if nothingis done.IntroductionThe threat posed by failed and failing states in Africa has been
a thing of concern becauseits consequences have not escaped other nations. The world is quick becoming a global village soa crisis in one country affects the others. If they are not affected through the influx of refugees,terrorists and miscreants, they will be affected by a change in their economic, political andreligious status. The implication of this is
that no country is completely safe until every country issafe. The paper argues that the foundation of state failure in Africa begins from the failure of thefamily values because the family is the base of the society. It also pointed out colonialism as amajor factor that destabilized African values and left the African man in a serious identity crisiswhich is
the major cause of Africa’s Underdevelopment.This work is therefore worried about the position of Africa states in the Fragile StateIndex (FSI) 2017 released by the Fund For Peace (FFP), an independent nonpartisan, nonprofit,research and educational organization. From the index, the worst or the most fragile state in theworld judging from 178
countries they used in the research is South Sudan. One may be forced toask why South Sudan since they recently broke away from Sudan. On 9th July, 2011, South Sudangot their independence from Sudan. However, internal conflict have led to the formation of aparallel government with the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement the major
opposition to thegovernment taking control of some part of the state. Other countries immediately after South Sudanin the rankings are Somalia, Central African Republic, Yemen, Syria, Sudan, Congo D.R, Chadand so no. As a matter of fact the first 30 positions in the rank are occupied by African Countries.Our own dear country Nigeria is at the 15th
position.Logos: African Journal of Philosophy and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 facts have been compiled by the FFP since 2004 using different social, economicand cohesion indicators. According to the 2017 FFP report, the Fault lines can emerge betweenidentity groups, defined by language, religion, race, ethnicity, nationality, class, castle, clan or areaof
origin. Tension can deteriorate into conflict through a variety of circumstances, such ascompetition over resources, predatory or fractured leadership, corruption, or unresolved groupgrievancesl. These factors that they pointed out are things that can likely lead to state failure.Looking at the top of the index the most stable and least fragile country in
the world isFinland, followed by Norway, Switzerland, Denmark and Sweden, in that order. This work alsotries to find out the things that those countries have in common which African countries don’thave. The work then finally concludes by making some suggestions on things that will help tosavage the already critical situation and fragile nature of
African states.What is State Failure?The concept of state failure is a nebulous concept because it is always difficult to find outthe point you can conclude that a state have failed. While some may argue that a state has failedwhen it can no longer control any part of its territory. This work views state failure from the pointof view of its function which
also includes: security, economic development, political control,social development etc. Thus, a state has failed when it is found wanting or can no longer fulfillany of its functions to the citizens.The understanding of the meaning of a state will go a long way in understanding when itfails. A narrow definition of a state sees it as a political entity that
possesses a permanentpopulation, a defined territory a government and a capacity to enter into agreement with otherstates. However, a broader definition of the state involves the idea of social contract which focuseson the relationship between the state and citizens. When the citizen enters into a contract with thestate they give their freedom to the
state in exchange of peace and security. So, when the statecannot provide this they have failed in the contract.According to Helman and Ratner the term failed state is a “disturbing phenomenon”whereby a state was becoming “utterly incapable of sustaining itself as a member of theinternational community”2. They argued that a failed state would
endanger its own citizens andthreaten their neighbours through the influx of refugees, political instability and random warfare.Zartman develops the idea of state failure along the lines of Hobbesian social contract theory. Forhim, state failure occurs when the basic functions of the state are no longer performed. It refers toa situation where the
structure, authority, law and political order have fallen apart3.According to Rotberg, nation-state failed because they can no longer deliver positivepolitical goods to their people4. Their governments lose legitimacy and in the eyes and hearts of agrowing plurality of its citizens, the nation-state itself becomes illegitimate. From the definitionsof failed
state, one will not be wrong to describe Nigeria as a failed state because it has all theindices of a failed state.Causes of Failed StatesWhen we look at the worst fragile states in the world, we will discover that most of themare African states. The African continent was the worst victim of colonialism and most AfricanLogos: African Journal of Philosophy
and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 were products of colonialism. Thus it will not be out of point to argue that the problem ofstate formation is the major reason of state failure. The foundation must be strong for the buildingto stand. And for the foundation to be strong there must be unity of purpose. However, Africanstates were weak and there is nothing
uniting them because the white man just came and lumpedup people from different ethnic and religious background together. This has resulted to antagonismand struggle of domination by these different groups making it difficult for peace and developmentto thrive.Colonial Legacy: The Nigeria ExampleThe colonialists sat in a Berlin Conference in
Germany put the map of Africa on a tableand shared it among themselves. They arbitrarily created borders with little or no regard for thedifferences which exists among different ethnic groups.Wole Soyinka writes that:One hundred years ago at the Berlin Conference, the colonial powers met to dividethe African continent into states, lumping various
peoples and tribes together insome places, or slicing them apart in others like some demented tailor who paid noattention to the fabrics, colour or pattern of the cloth he was patching together.5Because of this disjointed and haphazard creation of boundaries, Nigeria and many otherAfrican nations, consists of different ethnic groups with different
languages and cultures. Thismade peace and unity which is necessary for solving national problems to be absent. If it is notexternal conflicts like boundary disputes it will be internal dispute like ethnic religious or culturalcrisis. Nigeria for example began independence under a constitution that divided the country intothree regions: North, West and
East, that were made up of Hausa-Fulani, Yoruba and Igbo as thepredominant ethnic groups, respectively. Each region had a different culture and language, andeach region was governed as if its region was a separate country.6 There is a struggle of who willcontrol more power in commerce and industry, this led to ethnic rivalries. The amalgamation
ofthe country by the colonial masters in 1914 was merely for administrative convenience. However,this did not help in uniting the country as it was like a square peg in a round hole.The survival of states must be based on certain conditions that are intricate in the nature ofthe state. Just like a house, if it must be solid, it must be built on very strong
foundations. Althoughmany materials come together to build a house, they must agree to work together and ensure thatthe house stands. The cement will not tell the sand or stone “please I don’t need you”.It is one thing to have a country and it is another thing to sustain it. The recent agitationsall over the world by different groups fighting for self
determination and self-governance are fueledby the fact that the existing structures do not accommodate their interest. The major function ofthe state is protection of life and property of its citizens and provision of social goods to make lifeworth living. In a situation where the state fails in fulfilling these responsibilities either to its entirepopulation,
the state is adjudged as a failed state.In Nigeria, the Biafran agitation, the declaration of Oduduwa republic and the fight forliberation of the Niger Delta in recent times have been propelled by the non-inclusive governmentLogos: African Journal of Philosophy and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 in the Nigeria. The question of revenue sharing formular and power
sharing formular hasfurther divided the country along ethnic lines.The emergence of states has been a common issue in Africa because most African states werearbitrarily created to satisfy the interest of the colonialists. In what some have identified as coloniallegacy;Across much of the continent, state boundaries drawn up by the colonialpowers cut
across existing tribal, ethnic, and regional allegiance. Many ofthese new states were landlocked (15 of Africa’s 54 countries fall into thiscategory) or faced other geographical barriers to effective economicdevelopment.7The issues that arise from this colonial haphazard creation of states are enormous. The firstproblem is that they lumped up ethnic
nationalities together. In Nigeria for instance, there are over250 ethnic groups with Hausa Fulani, Yoruba, Igho, and Ijaw the major ones. The possibility ofagreeing to a common national goal becomes difficult since most ethnic nationalities will alwaysseek the interest of their ethnic group. Furthermore, after the independence of most African
states,some of the states with many ethnic groups like Nigeria started playing ethnic politics. Althoughpolitical party formation from the pre-independence era tried to be national in outlook with theformation of the National Council of Nigerian Citizens (NCNC), it later changed to a regionalparty because some saw it as a party principally for the
eastern region. This led to the formationof the Action Group party (AG) for the western region and the Northern People’s Congress (NPC)for the northern region respectively. This became the bane of national integration and thefoundation of state failure because ethnic rivalries will not give way for any sustainabledevelopment. Even the new parties
formed presently in Nigeria, APC, and PDP which its memberscuts across all the ethnic groups are not left out from the infection of this ethnic virus. Simbineobserves that “The People’s Democratic Party (PDP) the erstwhile governing party formed in 1998with a membership that cut across all the ethnic groups in the country eventually became
boggeddown by vicious factional wrangling that often assume ethno-religious and regional dimension”8.This is why they now try to introduce zoning within the party to forestall ethnic and religiousdisputes within the party. But even at that, there are still problems and disagreements as someethnic groups try to dominate the other. Every election in
Nigeria now is always seen from anethno-religious angle and this continuous fanning of the embers of ethnicity will eventually leadto the collapse of the state. All these were as a result of how the country emerged. Looking at themost stable countries of the world like; Finland, Norway, Denmark, Switzerland, etc, one candiscover that there is none of
them with the level of ethnic complications as we have in Nigeria.Furthermore, their emergence was not as a result of forceful amalgamation. Thus as one people,they can work together in achieving a common goal.Resource Curse: This might sound strange because most people will argue that the abundance ofresources should be a blessing rather
than a curse. However, research has shown that in recenttimes the abundance of natural resources especially, oil has been attributed to poverty, violence,and conflicts. Some countries that have oil or people that have oil in their lands will have preferredif it was not there because of the situation it has placed them. Wars have been fought,
landsrendered useless, waters and water bodies polluted because of o0il. In some countries where this oill.ogos: African Journal of Philosophy and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 extracted from, the people live in a very deplorable condition and their means of livelihood aredestroyed.In a research carried out by Collier and Hoeffler (1998, 2001, 2002, 2004) they
discovered thatcommodity exports increase the possibility of civil war. In their most recent work which covers161 countries of the world and 78 civil wars between 1960 and 1999, the claims that the state’scommodity for export has a major impact on the likelihood that a civil war will begin in the nextfive years.9 They suggest that oil abundant less
developed countries generate valuable rents andthe existence of these rents often leads to violent forms of rent-seeking that take the form of ‘greedbased’ insurgencies10. This will increase the risk of civil war. For them, most of the states with oilas their resources are prone to fighting secessionist wars as the people that have the largest depositof oil
will seek to break away and control the resources themselves. This is the problem we arefacing in Nigeria with the militancy in the Niger Delta and the call for a Niger Delta Republic.Collier and Hoeffler argue that natural resources offer rebel groups a funding opportunity becausethey produce rents that are location-specific and can be looted on a
sustained basis. The possibilityof looting money from manufacturing firms is less because these firms are more mobile.11 Whenrebels are not settled oil companies may be attacked to stop them from mining, the kidnapping ofoil workers and full-blown militancy may set in.The Niger Delta part of Nigeria is a practical example. Their lands are polluted
to the extentthat cropping or farming on them is needless. Their major occupation and means of livelihood isfishing because they live amongst rivers, however, this dream cannot be achieved because due tooil spillage, their rivers have been polluted. The government has been promising them a cleanup,but up till now, nothing significant has been
done. On the other hand, most stable countries inEurope and Asia like Denmark, Finland, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, China even America havelittle no oil deposits. And yet they are technologically advanced more than Africans that are sittingon the oil.Although we can attribute the resource curse as a major cause of state failure, we may
notconclusively say that it is in all situations. Some other states that still have oil, gold, diamond, andother natural resources have managed it well to provide important political goods to its citizensand make life better. Saudi Arabia for example has a large deposit of oil and they are stable. Thus,the management of resources should be a major
concern, not the resources itself.Population: This might sound strange but you cannot rule out population explosion as one of thefactors that contribute to state failure. This is because none of the highly populated countries inthe world falls in the top ten of the most sustainable countries in the Fragile State Index. However,Nigeria is far below the
table because of multiple internal contradictions caused by ethnic andreligious differences. Due to the diverse historical and ideological experiences, in countries likeNigeria with over two hundred million people, there are bound to be clashes of interest resultingfrom individual differences especially when the differences are irreconcilable.With the
vast population, there will be shortages in resources to sustain the teemingpopulation and this will result in conflicts and clashes which will lead to the failure of the state.With this huge population, the government will struggle to share the social goods and because itmay not go round they may be tempted to attend to their own people first. This may
be seen asfavoritism by the other people who may also revolt. Countries with a very high population likeLogos: African Journal of Philosophy and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 , India, China, etc end up migrating to other countries around the world in search of greenerpastures. Nigeria for instance is a country that has its citizens all over the world. Population
expertshave argued that apart from the indigenous people, Africans, especially Nigerians are the next interms of population in every country of the world.Religion Economy: Religion has also been linked as one of the causes of Africa’sunderdevelopment. Simon Oladipo and editor with New African Broadcasting Network T.V therole of religion in the
progress and failure of nations cannot be overemphasized. For him, everynation in the world falls under two types of economy: The knowledge economy and the religiouseconomy. The most prosperous nations of the world belong to the knowledge economy while thepoorest nations of the world belong to the religion economy. The knowledge economy
engagesthe brain and asks questions and seeks solutions to problems, while the religion economy is theeconomy that dumps every responsibility to God. Japan for instance is a knowledge economy, ithas no natural resources, but it is a prosperous nation six out of ten cars we see are made in Japan,it is also a corrupt-free nation. The same goes with
China, it is not a religion economy and yet it issuccessful and almost every phone we use is made in China. On the other hand, African countriesdespite been blessed with a lot of natural resources like; oil, diamond, tin, Gold, Nickel, copper,uranium, phosphates, coal, natural gas etc yet are still the poverty capital of the world with endlesscorruption. It
is also one of the most religious continents in the world.Ironically, two of the greatest religion of the world which is Christianity and Islamemanated from Isreal and Saudi Arabia but surprisingly, none of them falls under religiouseconomy. One of the evidence of their subscription to the knowledge economy is the yearlypilgrimages that generate to
them billions in dollars. In fact, the Hajj and the Umrah add $12 billionto Sandi Arabia’s GDP per year which accounts for 20 percent of the country’s non-oil GDP andseven percent of total GDP. The Saudi government also plans to increase revenues from pilgrimageto $150 billion by 202212.Consequences of Failed StatesThe consequences of failed
state are devastating ranging from loss of control over itsterritory, to total collapse and break down of law and order. Failed state have very weak control ofits territory this is because, when the necessary political goods have not been supplied to thecitizenry, violent groups rise up and attempt to take over the government. Under a failed state,physical
infrastructures are in decay, economic and social institutions are in comatose, abuse ofhuman rights and corruption is high, the life and property of the citizens are in jeopardy.Rotberg summarizes the consequences of a failed state thus:Weak states include a broad continuum of states that are: Inherently weakbecause of geographical, physical, or
fundamental economic constraints;basically strong, but temporarily or situationally weak because of internalantagonism, management flaws, greed, despotism, or external attacks; anda mixture of the two. Weak states typically habor ethnic, religious linguistic,or other inter-communal tensions, that have not yet or not yet thoroughly,become overtly
violent.13Logos: African Journal of Philosophy and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 him, in a failed state, urban crime rates tend to be higher and increasing. In weak states, theability to provide adequate measures of other political goods are diminished or diminishing14.Furthermore, the physical infrastructural networks in failed states are in shambles, this
isvery glaring in the poor state of schools and hospitals in such state. The GDP per capita and othercritical economic indicators are very low in failed states and the level of corruption isembarrassingly high and escalating. In most failed states, there is no rule of law as civil societies,journalists and human rights activists work under very stringent
conditions. Weak states are oftenruled by dictators either elected or not. Some leaders turn to dictators, after been elected in ademocratic election, some of them turn to pursue personal or ethnic agenda rather than a nationalcourse. This type of leadership further divides the state and makes the state insecure.The high level of insecurity in failed
states is enormous. This makes the citizens live infear and anxiety. Robert states that:Citizens depend on states and central governments to secure their peopleand free them from fear. Unable to establish an atmosphere of securitynationwide, and often struggling to project power and official authority, thefaltering state’s failure becomes obvious even
before, or as, rebel groups andother contenders threaten the residents of central cities and overwhelmdemoralized government contingents, as in Liberia and Sierra Leone.15Nigeria is a typical example of a state where insecurity thrives. Armed robbery, kidnapping,banditry, militancy, and worst of all Bokoharam insurgency are the order of the day.
Thegovernment has done little or nothing to arrest the situation, instead, they are been used to scorecheap political points.In most failed states, regimes prey on their own constituents. Driven by ethnic or otherinter-communal hostility or by the governing cities insecurities, they victimize their own citizensor some subject of the whole that is regarded
as hostile.16 This was visible in most African statesespecially, Zaire under Mobutu Seko, Sierra Leone under Siaka Steven, Liberia under CharlesTaylor, Zimbabwe under Robert Mugabe and, Lybia under Muammar Gaddafi.Failed states are characterized by the presence of violent crimes. As the state authorityweakens and fails, and the state becomes
criminal in its oppression of its citizens, so lawlessnessbecomes more apparent. Criminal gangs take over the street of the cities. Arms and drug traffickingbecome more common, insurgency, terrorism, banditry, kidnapping becomes the order of the day.The police can no longer protect the people and the citizens will resort to self-help. This is
thepicture that the government of Nigeria is currently painting. That is why different ethnicnationalities that make up the Nigerian state are resorting to regional security outfit to protect theirpeople. The establishment of Amotekun security network in the South West, the Ogbunigwesecurity services in the south East, and the Shege,-Kafasa (I dare
you to attack or surrender) in thenorth are all evidence to show that the Nigerian state is quick nose-diving into a failed state. Thefact remains that the unity and security of the country have never been threatened since after theNigeria-Biafra war more than now. The country has been drifting into a failed state because itsleaders have abandoned a
national course to pursue an ethnic agenda.Logos: African Journal of Philosophy and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 a failed state, there is no proper separation of power, and the checks and balances whichshould exist between the three arms of government in a democracy are lacking. In most countrieslike Nigeria, the executive hijack the other institutions (the
judiciary and legislatures), and theywill be used like puppets by the executives. Rotberg paints the picture thus:Failed states exhibit flawed institutions. That is, only the institution of theexecutive functions. If legislatures exist at all, they are rubber-stampingmachines. Democratic debate is noticeably absent. The judiciary isderivative of the executive
rather than being independent, and citizens knowthat they cannot rely on the court system for significant redress or remedy,especially against the state.17This makes the other arms of government lose their sense of professional responsibility becausethey exist only to carry out the orders of the executive and oppress the citizens using the policeand
the army. The right and freedom of the citizens are not respected, thereby giving rise to protestsand crises. One of the features of a failed state is that there is no freedom of worship, freedom ofspeech, freedom of association, freedom to own property, etc.Failed states are typified by decayed infrastructures. In a failed state, we have bad
roadnetworks filled with potholes, dilapidated and ill-equipped hospitals, poor communicationnetworks, epileptic power supply, poorly structured and unequipped schools, etc. There is a highrate of corruption in public and private places and leaders and those in positions of authority siphonfunds from the state coffers into their personal accounts. All
these make life unbearable for peopleliving within the state and most of them who could not survive the hardship will seek to go out ofthe country for greener pastures. Rotberg explains that:When the state has failed or is in the process of failing, the effectiveeducation and health systems are privatized (with a resulting hodgepodgeof shady schools
and questionable medical clinics in the cities), or the publicfacilities because increasingly decrepit and neglected. Teachers, physicians,nurses, and orderlies are paid late or not at all, and absenteeism increases.Textbooks and medicines have become scarce. X-ray machines break downand are not repaired. Reports to the relevant ministries are
ignored. Citizens,especially rural parents, students, and patients, slowly realize that the statehas abandoned them to their own devices and to the forces of nature.18When states fail, the unity of purpose is lost, because the whole institution collapses and the statewill be prone or open to different attacks both from outside and from within. In cases of
a globalhealth emergency or epidemics like AIDS, Lassar fever, and Corona Virus, such states oftenexperience a very high casualty rate because the existing health infrastructure is oftenoverwhelmed. The life expectancy rate in failed states is very low because the situation of thecountry places the citizens at a very high risk of passing at any time.
Poverty and illiteracy ratesalso fall, corruption flourishes, this manifests itself in “Kickbacks on anything that can be put outto fake tender (medical supplies, textbooks, bridges, roads, and tourism concessions);unnecessarily wasteful construction projects arranged so as to maximize the rents that theygenerate; licenses for existing and non-existent
activities; and persistent and generalizedextortion”.19 The gradual decline of real national and per capita income levels of annual GDPLogos: African Journal of Philosophy and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 the total collapse and failure of a state. This economic crisis lead to inflation, deflation, andfood shortages.Finally, state failure has many indicators, but in
other to rank the severity of state failure,Rotberg suggests that there is a hierarchy of positive state functions. These include; 1. Security; 2.Institutions to regulate and adjudicate conflicts, rule of law, secure property rights and contractenforcement; Political participation; and Social service delivery, infrastructure, and regulation of the
economy.From his analysis, strong states scores very high marks, and all these indicators whilefailing or failed states perform abysmally poor.Prospects against State failure in AfricaThe solution to state failure in Africa is not going to take a straight perspective. There is need toapproach it from a foundational angle, this is because if the healing do
not start from the root, otherefforts will just be like window dressing the major issue.Authentic Education: The failure of states in modern Africa can also be attributed to the type ofeducation that the Africans received from their colonial masters. This type of education is what werefer to as “inauthentic education”. Walter Rodney called it “Education
for underdevelopment”20.Education is very crucial in any society because it is through education that the values and beliefsof the people are transferred from one generation to another. It can either be formal or informal.However, in Africa, informal education is the first and most important part of education becauseyoung people start learning from
home how to respect their elders, honesty, hard work, etc.Education is what grows out of the environment. The process of learning cannot be separated fromwhat the people do in society. This is what is obtainable in the indigenous pre-colonial educationwhere education was not separated from the productive activities of the individual. This helped
inproducing children with sound mental, emotional, and physical personalities. Rodney asserts that“Altogether, though mainly informal means, pre-colonial African education matched the realitiesof pre-colonial African society and produced well-rounded personalities to fit into that society”21.There was also formal education in Africa during the pre-
colonial era. This form of education thenwas also connected to the purpose of the society. There were regimented programs taught atdifferent periods and stages of the individual’s life. Rodney writes that:There was, for instance, more formal specialization, because the proportionof formal to informal education increases with technological advance.
Apartfrom hunting and religion, the division of labour made it necessary to createguilds for passing down techniques of ironworking, leather making, clothmanufacturing, pottery moulding, professional trading and so on22.This system is called the apprenticeship system of education. In Igbo land, it is expected that theyoung student stays under the
guidance and tutelage of the master for some period after which heis settled and starts up his own. The type of education that the colonizers introduced to replacetraditional African education ignored the African values, beliefs, and environment. Their educationLogos: African Journal of Philosophy and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 focused on training Africans
to help them in local administration and to staff the privatecapitalist firms to be junior clerks and messengers owned by Europeans. Rodney insists that“colonial schooling was an education for subordination, exploitation, the creation of mentalconfusion and the development of underdevelopment”23. Their main aim of educating Africanswas just for
their interest; this can be seen from the poor enrollment of students throughout Africa.Thus we must go back to our apprenticeship method of education because the colonialeducation alienates the child from his environment and only trains him to know book instead ofskills. In the African condition, the education that is supposed to be a tool to solve
the problem ofsociety is the problem itself. Given this, there is an urgent need to change the Euro-basedcurriculum which the colonialists left us with, from the primary, secondary to the university level.African cultures, values, and history must be thought to students from the elementary stage. Njokurightfully states that: “every university in Africa
must be involved in Africa in a deep andfundamental sense. Like universities everywhere, universities in Africa must represent the focalpoint of the culture of the society of which they are a part24.The urgency for this change is because the African child who is a product of the colonialschool is a marginal child who belongs to neither Europe nor
Africa. Ezeani submits that:It is baffling that African art, African literature and African history are stillstrange to many Africans. Ironically, the people seem to be more familiarwith the European music, arts, culture and history. Since schools are todaythe principal agents which transmit culture, it is time that schools in Africabegan to spend more time
on African culture25.When this change is made and Africans taught in the context of their own culture and values, onlythen will the African child bridge the gap between school and African society. And that is whenhe can provide solutions to the problems bedeviling the continent, especially the problem ofunderdevelopment. Little wonder why,
despite billions of dollars that flowed to the poorest part ofAfrica, yet they are getting poorer and their economy is not getting any better? William Easterlyproved in his work The White Man’s Burden that over 1950-2001 among the poor countries,countries with below-average foreign aid had the same growth rate as countries with belowaverage
foreign aid26. This means that poor countries without foreign aid had no problem havingpositive economic growth. This goes a long way to show that aids do not affect investment andeconomic growth. When the foreign aids come and disappear, everyone will be wondering, wheredid the money go? In countries like Nigeria, there have been many
cases where stories of Animalslike snakes, monkeys, and even rats swallow billions of Naira. These stories are made up to coverthe stealing and diversion of the commonwealth into the private purse. Foreign aid usually findsits ways into the pockets of corrupt leaders and their allies. This goes to show that foreign aid isnot the solution to the
underdevelopment of African countries because it is often mismanaged.Thus, before African countries ask for aids, they must be ready to curb the insatiable greed of theirleaders and to use the available resources to transform the lives of their poor citizens.Real IndependenceNo meaningful development can take place in any society where freedom
and justice arenot entrenched. The way and manner that African countries got their independent exposed them toLogos: African Journal of Philosophy and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 level of external manipulation or what many called neo-colonialism. This situationmanifested after the physical independence granted to African states. The young
“independent”Africa adopted democratic norms for governance, but this did not take care of the immediateproblems facing African states then, African states were bedeviled by civil wars, diseases,corruption, and boundary disputes. These were caused by the artificial multi-ethnic states withhaphazard and no clearly defined borders created by the
white man. This situation was an idealground for all sorts of foreign interventions. African leaders thought that these aids andinterventions from the white man were to show concern about their plight, but they didn’t knowthat they had ulterior motives to continue their subjugation, exploitation, and domination.The colonialists left Africa in a
precarious state so that they (Africans) will always run backto them asking for help and aids. These aids are like the Trojan horse, which comes with manystringent conditions. These conditions have contributed to the underdevelopment of the continenttoday. Economically, western influence has been felt all over Africa especially through Aid
andForeign Direct Investment. Caplan quoted in Ezeani states that: “The collective complexity ofwestern governments and banks, multinational corporations and African business and politicalleaders in this massive fraud is a perfect example of the great conspiracy against the people of thecontinent”27. When they come with their loan and aids like
bait, Africans swallowed it hook line,and sinker, without knowing that that they are killing themselves. The external manipulation comesthrough IMF, World Bank, and international organizations in form of adjustment programs,austerity measures, currency devaluations, and Foreign Direct Investments (FDI). A typicalexample in Nigeria is the
astronomical increase of the exchange of Naira to the dollar in the lastthirty years.Politically, the case is not different, African countries have been manipulated politically.Because even after independence, Europe still has an interest in controlling, thus they plantedpuppets that are ready to follow their dictates and protect the interest of the colonial
masters. Itwill surprise you to hear that even now, almost all African presidents emerge with the blessings ofthe colonial master, it is no longer the duty of the people to elect their leaders but that of America,Britain, France, Portugal, Spain, etc. The manipulation and rigging of elections in Africa wereenacted by the colonial government. In countries
like Nigeria and Kenya, they tried to manipulateelections to ensure that their allies would emerge victoriously. These manipulations have institutedcorruption, and authoritarianism in African politics thus development becomes very difficult. Moreover, the political system that African leaders inherited was structured to benefit theevolving ruling
classes with little regard for the needs of the people. The inability of Africanleaders to dismantle the internal political structures imposed by the European colonial regimesallowed ethnic and regional- based political competition to remain the core of Africa’s local andnational political competition to remain the core of Africa’s local and national
political structures28.The lack of national identities and political movements ensured the continued intervention of theformer political powers in Africa’s internal affairs.Africa Must Regain its Lost Identityldentity is the particular traits that something is known with. In Igbo, it is called “Ejiri maraihe”. Identity is those qualities that are inherent and it
can also be acquired from our immediateenvironment. It is like a signature that is attached to individuals and people. These traits can beLogos: African Journal of Philosophy and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 and a new one acquired. In situations where the newly acquired traits conflict with the originalone, identity crisis sets in and this has devastating
consequences on both the individual and thesociety.The crisis of identity amongst Africans was caused by its bizarre historical experiences(slave trade and colonialism). Africans encountered the church and Western education in thisprocess. These two institutions helped in brainwashing and indoctrinating Africans. They devaluedAfrican culture and
almost obliterated Africa’s identity. The identity of the Africans, are thosethings they are known for which are imbibed in their culture: language, value, religion, socialstructure, and world views. The sudden transformation which characterized African’s newfoundidentity is enormous.The impact of western culture on African identity is visible in every
facet of African life.For Okere:This present culture is an amalgam of the total of all its parts: the precolonial, ancient past; the experience of the slave trade/ colonization andindependence; the present multi-lingual, a multi-ethnic form of political coexistence; the massive urbanization, industrialization, and neo-colonialexploitation; the religious
pluralism, exposure to modern education andgrowing capitalism; the growing mass poverty, consumerism, andcorruption; the mass urban unemployment and the deserted villagessyndrome29.The truth is that African culture never remained the same after contact with other cultures. Thus,language, belief, system, worldview, which were the main
constituents of the African identity weredistorted. This brought about the crisis of identity that the Africans suffer today because they arenow what Frantz Fanon called “black skin, white mask”. Although, they are Africans by the virtueof their birth, heritage, and history, but they wear the mask of the white man. The effect of this isenormous. The
crisis of identity leaves someone confused and lifeless. To live, one must knowwho he or she is. The knowledge of self is a fundamental condition for being alive. One may bebreathing but yet he is not alive. This means that to have no identity is to be an object instead of asubject. Ezeani called it The-ndu (subject) and ihe-nkiti (object)30. He described
ihe-nkiti as a thingthat can be animate or inanimate. The-nkiti does not reflect or ask fundamental questions aboutwhy he is alive, reasons for his actions, and the limitation and practices of his actions. But ihe-ndureflects and asks fundamental questions. Having an identity crisis turns the Africans into ihe-nkiti,they accept whatever names the white
man calls them, speak the white man’s language, adopt hisreligion, and forgets where he comes from and what he is. Ezeani however explains that a personcan move from being ihe-nkiti to ihe-ndu when he wakes up from his slumber and becomes awake.He begins to ask fundamental questions and he removes the cloak of the white man to reveal
histrue identity. For example concerning European names which many Africans took or were given,those who gained the necessary awareness reacted by shading them off. Such people are; KwameNkrumah, Chinua Achebe, Wole Soyinka, Obafemi Awolowo, Mbonu Ojike, and NnamdiAzikiwe31. They discarded their European names because they
realized that by bearing these noncontextual and alienating names they were tagged instead of named. For instance names before thecoming of the white man are means of identity. People are known for what they answer. In Africa,most names have a lot to say or do about where people come from. This is because people areLogos: African Journal of
Philosophy and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 after their ancestors, natural things within the environment, gods that they worship, andsituations surrounding their birth. Igho names like; Chioma, Ada, Ighonekwu, Akachukwu, Ani,etc has deep meaning and connection to the people and their beliefs. However, with the coming ofChristianity, names like; James,
Michael, Peter, Wendy, William, Henry, etc were used asbaptismal names. These names were imported from overseas and have no correspondence to ourculture. Africans were made to believe that these names are holy names and names of saints. Ezeaniwrites that: “we have to answer these names of holy saints so they can intercede for us; they
say,but why should Africans not answer their original names and become saints of tomorrow whointerceded for others”32.Now people have even started changing their surnames and not allowing their children toanswer their surname because some of them believe that the name is the cause of their misfortune.Thus we now see names like; Jane
Francis, Hilary John, Mary Kenneth, etc. This is creating anindividual who has no identity, who has no root, who is completely an alien. Before now, you cancomfortably predict where someone comes from, the tribe, the state, the local government, eventhe village, because their names take you to their root but today, it is very hard to do that.Our
contention is not that Africa should not copy anything from the Europeans. However,in copying, we should copy it wisely. We must not lose our identity in an attempt to copy the whiteman. Africa must know how to copy the right things for instance; copying European technologywill help us to improve technologically, but changing our names, our skin
color, or language cannever enhance our standard of living. Imitating their lifestyle by involving in homosexuality andlesbianism which are a moral aberration in Africa is completely unacceptable. Ezeani agrees withthis point when he states that: “The point is not that Africans should not learn new things fromEuropeans or copy Europe or America:
the contention is that they should show circumspection intheir progress of copying others”33.There are also good things in Africa and African culture which the Europeans can copy,for example, the beautiful African dance, the architectural skills that go into women plaiting, thenatural way of beautifying the bride, etc. Africa cannot discover these
good sides of them whenthey have not liberated themselves from ignorance, prejudice, and hatred. They cannot discoverthis when they don’t know who they are: and why they are here. They must discover their identitythrough reflective education.ConclusionThe problems associated with state failure such as poverty, drug trafficking, terrorism,
andfailure of democracies are major global issues, and in other to prevent states from failing, adequateattention must be paid to the process of state emergence and state formation. Fukuyama in hisarticle; The Imperative of State Building argues that while we know much about state-building,there is much that we do not know, particularly about
transferring strong institutions to developingcountries. For him, we can transfer resources, people, and technology, but well-functioning publicinstitutions require habits of mind and they operate in complex ways that resist being moved.34These institutions which are the bedrock of development in every state will have to growout from the culture and
the worldview of the people, for it to be generally acceptable by thepeople. Institutions cannot be imported and imposed on the people without any regard to theircultural values. Institutions are not like products that you export to any part of the world. It isL.ogos: African Journal of Philosophy and Studies. Vol. 4,2021 that spurts forth from the people.
This is because man is the agent of both developmentand underdevelopment, thus, his views believe, actions, values must be respected. The workconcludes therefore that the failure of African states is due to the fact that the institutions on whichmost African states are built on are faulty and alien. Development and underdevelopment is aproduct of
man’s action and inaction, so anything that influences his thinking, affects his actionand this is why colonialism and slave trade is the most devastating thing that happened to Africans.Protagoras supports this view when he declares that: “Man is the measure of all things ofall things that are, they are; and of all things that are not, they are not”35.
This statement does notjust stop at the consideration of objective truth, but also to everything that can be measured anddevelopment is one of them. This means that development and underdevelopment is a function ofman. Man in this context is the thinking man (Ihe-ndu) who reflects on his condition, why he ishere, his roles, and how he can better
his situations and find solutions to his challenges. Man hereis the subject and the creator who asks important questions in other to act. In what Agbo calledRefl-action, man does not only think but takes action on his thought. For him, refl-action is acommitment to think out a practical solution, to think of what to do, how, and when to do it. Reflaction is
not to think before acting, neither is it unguided action. It is an admission that thoughtswithout action or thinking without acting is docility while acting without (simultaneously) thinkingis foolhardiness and arbitrariness36.Finally, we must not continue to use the Whiteman as scapegoats to the AfricanPredicaments, we must take our destiny in our
hands and take proactive steps to change the presentAfrican predicament. This will be done through the redefinition and reconstruction of Africanvalues. The need for action is what brings about development, there may be different theories ofdevelopment but there will be no development if they are not put into action. This is why KarlMarx in the
11th of his Theses On Feuerbach had written that “the philosophers have onlyinterpreted the world, in various ways; the point, however, is to change it”37 There is a need forthis change in Africa now. For Agbo, “if there is anywhere this “change” should transit from“madepoint” to ‘carried out action’, it is in Africa, where political, religious,
economic, scholarly,in fact, cultural processes and institutions have been deliberately created to encourage (and sustain)a culture of docility, indifference, ignorance, surrender and fear.38 The foundation of Africa’sunderdevelopment is in the mindset of Africans, which needs to be worked on. This task is forphilosophers who have liberated
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permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Poverty in Africa is a complex and wide-ranging issue that impacts millions of lives every day. Political instability, uneven distribution of natural and government resources, and climate change all
contribute to this multi-dimensional problem. And the people who are most affected are often those in rural and remote areas.In this blog post, we’ll explore the underlying causes of poverty in Africa and their profound effects on families. We’ll note some research findings to shed light on why this issue is so persistent in this part of the world. And
we’ll share the good news of the community-led programs facilitated by Outreach International and the sustainable solutions they can lead to.A Closer Look at the Causes and Effects of Poverty in AfricaEconomic Challenges and UnemploymentIn 2015 the United Nations committed itself to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in its efforts to
end global poverty. Its goals include improvements in health, education, equality, economic development, and environmental improvement by 2030.However, at this point in time, Africa is not on track to meet these goals. Africa has the highest extreme poverty rates globally, with 23 of the world’s 28 poorest countries, which have extreme poverty
rates above 30%. Using the poverty line of $1.90 per day, Africa’s extreme poverty rate was recently estimated to be about 35.5%. This rate is 6.8 times higher than the average for the rest of the world.One of the key factors contributing to poverty in Africa is economic instability. High rates of unemployment, income inequality, and economic policies
that sometimes fail to prioritize the needs of the most vulnerable citizens of an African nation all play a role. For instance, in sub-Saharan Africa, youth unemployment rates are staggeringly high. This makes it difficult for young people to secure a stable livelihood. Income inequality adds to the issue, with an extremely uneven distribution of wealth
leaving many struggling to meet even their most basic household needs. This issue of economic disparity not only affects individual families but spreads through entire communities, preventing progress and development.Health Issues and Access to Medical CareA person’s physical health is central to their overall well-being. But many communities
within several African nations lack access to adequate healthcare. This puts them at unusually high risk of preventable illness and a lack of injury treatment. These issues not only result in a lower day-to-day quality of life but also have wider-ranging implications for stifling economic growth and development. This is especially true for communities in
rural and remote areas.And the COVID-19 pandemic only made matters more difficult for many of these communities. The Institute for Security Studies states that about 30 million more Africans fell into extreme poverty (living on less than US $1.90 a day) when COVID-19 broke out in 2020. Health problems can lead to reduced productivity and
increased healthcare expenses. These factors perpetuate an unending cycle of chronic poverty. When people are too ill or injured to work or attend school, they cannot make strides toward prosperity. Addressing these health challenges is essential to breaking this cycle.The community of Boyole, Malawi, was dealing with the most serious issue of a
high mortality rate for children under five. The community-led organization in Boyole, the Tithandizane Organization, realized that children and young mothers lacked adequate access to the healthcare necessary to solve this problem. The organization submitted a proposal to Outreach International, which approved the project. Now, families in
Boyole have a permanent clinic with a dedicated healthcare professional that is managed by the government health department. This successful project has led to adequate healthcare for 1,800 young children and their mothers, and is a shining example of the effectiveness of the community-led development process. (Read more about the Boyole
children’s clinic.)Impact on EducationEducation is the surest way to escape poverty. But in Africa, it’s not uncommon for children to face barriers to accessing quality education. Geographic distance from adequate schools and inadequate resources in existing schools create significant hurdles for students. Also, children in impoverished families must
often contribute to the necessary work of subsistence living, such as fetching water from a distant source and irrigating crops by hand. These time-consuming tasks can prevent a child from finding the time to attend school. This perpetuates the cycle of poverty into the next generation.Also, the role of education in empowering adults cannot be
overstated. Job skills training, literacy, and community development project competency all equip people with the skills and knowledge they need to improve their lives. But the lack of educational opportunities in impoverished areas hinders progress even for adults.But Outreach-affiliated communities always seem to find a way to overcome their
poverty-related issues, even under the most difficult of circumstances. During the COVID-19 pandemic, while poverty rates were spiking throughout Africa, our community groups got to work. They set up training sessions where community members learned how to make masks. They sourced their own supplies, created a source of income, and
protected their communities in the process.Environmental Factors and Resource ScarcityAfrica’s current environmental challenges also create poverty-related issues. Drought, deforestation, and resource scarcity are all contributing factors. And there’s abundant evidence that climate change is exacerbating these problems. These environmental
factors often lead to serious poverty-related issues, including food insecurity, the hardship of displacement, and increased competition for limited resources.Access to clean water, arable land, and other natural resources is essential for sustainable development. When these resources are scarce or mismanaged, it perpetuates extreme poverty in
vulnerable communities. Addressing these environmental issues is not only a matter of ecological stability but also a pathway to economic growth and sustainable development.Unequal Distribution of Wealth and ResourcesWealth and resources in Africa are often not evenly distributed in a way that includes remote areas. Some regions and
communities have abundant access to natural and government resources and the opportunities they provide, while others do not. This unequal distribution perpetuates disparities in living standards and equal access to essential services.For instance, in some African countries, like many places in the world, a small percentage of the population
controls a significant portion of the nation’s wealth. This leaves the majority of people struggling to meet their needs. According to the United Nations, the poverty rate in rural areas in Africa is 17.2%, which is more than three times higher than in urban areas, at 5.3%. This unequal distribution of wealth in Africa can lead to social unrest and
instability, making poverty alleviation even more challenging.Outreach International’s Impact: Community-Led Solutions to Build a Better FutureOutreach International is making a tangible difference in the lives of communities in several African countries. We're dedicated to empowering local communities through innovative solutions and
sustainable development projects. Our goal is to demonstrate to people who live in even the most extreme poverty that they have the power within themselves to improve their own lives.Innovative Approaches and Sustainable DevelopmentOutreach International is working with communities in the African countries of DR Congo, Zambia, and Malawi.
We help communities solve their poverty-related issues with the methodology of community-led development. This work is based on the idea that improvements are most likely to be sustained if the people who benefit from the solution are involved in the process. Every community has a unique set of issues that keep it in a state of chronic poverty.
This is why the people who live with these issues are the ones who are most qualified to identify and solve them. By involving community members in development projects, we empower them to learn, lead, and begin to solve issues on their own.Poverty in Africa is a complex issue with deep-seated causes, but it’s not insurmountable. Outreach
International is creating positive change, and community-led organizations are making strides every day to lift themselves out of poverty and into a life filled with prosperity and hope that can last for generations.How to HelpThe fight against poverty in Africa is not one that can be waged by organizations alone; it requires the collective efforts of
individuals like you. You can contribute to alleviating poverty in Africa through Outreach International with your donations. Wondering why poverty is such a persistent issue in Africa and how you can contribute to change? Like many things, poverty is a complicated problem with many roots. From economic challenges and political instability, to
impacts of climate change and more, there are a number of factors at play in the African continent. There have been mission organizations and nonprofits involved in helping for decades - so why do these challenges still persist? Major Causes of Poverty in Africa Economic Factors: Many African countries face tough economic times. Things like high
inflation, job scarcity, and low wages make it hard for people to make ends meet. Plus, a lot of these economies rely heavily on farming. When things like weather patterns or global market prices change, it can really hurt the livelihoods of these farming communities. Political Instability: Politics can be a bit unpredictable in some African countries.
Governments can change frequently, and corruption can be a big problem. This lack of stable and effective leadership makes it hard to put in place the long-term plans needed for economic growth and poverty reduction. Conflict and Violence: Sadly, wars and conflicts are a reality in some parts of Africa. These conflicts can force people to leave their
homes, destroy important infrastructure like roads and schools, and disrupt the economy. All of this makes it difficult for people to build a stable and prosperous life. Health Issues: Diseases like HIV/AIDS and malaria are a big problem in Africa. They not only cause a lot of suffering but also lead to high healthcare costs and loss of productivity. When
people are sick, they can't work or go to school, and this can trap families in a cycle of poverty. Education: Getting a good education can be a real challenge in some parts of Africa. Without access to quality education, people miss out on the skills and knowledge they need to get better jobs and improve their economic situation. Climate Change:
Changes in the weather and climate can have a big impact on farming, which many African economies rely on. When the rains don't come or temperatures change, it can lead to food shortages and make it hard for farmers to earn a living. Debt: A lot of African countries have large debts to pay off. This means they have less money to spend on
important things like building roads, schools, and hospitals. These kinds of investments are important for reducing poverty and helping people improve their lives. Colonial Legacy: The effects of colonial rule still linger in many African countries. The economic and political systems set up during colonial times often favored the colonizers, not the local
people. This has had long-term impacts that continue to pose challenges today. When describing Africa, we must be careful not to treat the continent as a monolith. These factors can vary significantly from one country to another, and even within different regions of the same country. Africa is a massive continent (about 25% larger than North
America) and each region has its own unique history and culture, and different languages. Kenya alone has 61 languages currently spoken within its borders. Addressing poverty in any part of Africa therefore requires us to have a deep understanding of the local area in question. If that sounds discouraging, don’t worry: while organizations like MOHI
need to have a deep understanding of these countries to effectively address poverty, you don't necessarily need to have the same level of expertise to make a difference. Through programs like child sponsorships, you can contribute positively by supporting initiatives that have been specifically designed to meet the unique needs of the communities
they serve. How to Help Address Poverty in Africa Let’s explore some of the ways you can help. Engage in Child Sponsorship Programs Child sponsorship is a highly effective long-term intervention. Sponsored children are more likely to complete secondary school, graduate from college, secure white-collar jobs, and become community and church
leaders. As they grow into leaders, they can contribute to projects addressing clean water, sanitation, and healthcare; they can start small businesses, supporting the local economy; and they can inspire others to pursue education and overcome adversity. Support Sustainable Development Projects These projects focus on long-term solutions to
poverty and hunger, promoting economic, social, and environmental well-being. They might involve healthcare initiatives, climate-smart agriculture, water and sanitation projects, or educational programs. By supporting projects like these, you're helping to empower communities and build their capacity to address challenges independently. We do
have a number of programs outside of child sponsorship that you can be part of. To learn more about our special projects, visit the projects area of the MOHI website. Donating Donations are a powerful way to contribute to causes you care about. They can help non-profit organizations meet urgent needs, fund specific projects, and continue their vital
work. Whether you're supporting education, healthcare, or other initiatives, every donation makes a difference. You can support local initiatives by working with organizations that involve community members in decision-making processes, encourage microfinance and entrepreneurship, offer vocational training, and create job opportunities. Mission
Trips Serving on mission trips can be transformative experiences that allow you to make a meaningful impact in the communities you serve. You'll have the opportunity to immerse yourself in the culture, participate in community work, see the impact of sponsorship and development work firsthand, and meet your sponsored child. Plus, you'll get to
experience new things, like trying local food, visiting local markets, and maybe even going on a safari! Getting started Whether sponsoring a child or embarking on a mission trip, every step you take makes a difference, and those steps add up to something miraculous. Even if you don’t have deep expertise on the causes of poverty in Africa (or how to
address it), you can always support organizations who do. Together, we can break the cycle of poverty. If you're ready to see what’s next, you can read more details about what you can do to help, or find out how to get involved with child sponsorship. Poverty in Africa is a complex and wide-ranging issue that impacts millions of lives every day.
Political instability, uneven distribution of natural and government resources, and climate change all contribute to this multi-dimensional problem. And the people who are most affected are often those in rural and remote areas.In this blog post, we’ll explore the underlying causes of poverty in Africa and their profound effects on families. We’ll note
some research findings to shed light on why this issue is so persistent in this part of the world. And we’ll share the good news of the community-led programs facilitated by Outreach International and the sustainable solutions they can lead to.A Closer Look at the Causes and Effects of Poverty in AfricaEconomic Challenges and UnemploymentIn 2015
the United Nations committed itself to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in its efforts to end global poverty. Its goals include improvements in health, education, equality, economic development, and environmental improvement by 2030.However, at this point in time, Africa is not on track to meet these goals. Africa has the highest extreme
poverty rates globally, with 23 of the world’s 28 poorest countries, which have extreme poverty rates above 30%. Using the poverty line of $1.90 per day, Africa’s extreme poverty rate was recently estimated to be about 35.5%. This rate is 6.8 times higher than the average for the rest of the world.One of the key factors contributing to poverty in
Africa is economic instability. High rates of unemployment, income inequality, and economic policies that sometimes fail to prioritize the needs of the most vulnerable citizens of an African nation all play a role. For instance, in sub-Saharan Africa, youth unemployment rates are staggeringly high. This makes it difficult for young people to secure a
stable livelihood. Income inequality adds to the issue, with an extremely uneven distribution of wealth leaving many struggling to meet even their most basic household needs. This issue of economic disparity not only affects individual families but spreads through entire communities, preventing progress and development.Health Issues and Access to
Medical CareA person’s physical health is central to their overall well-being. But many communities within several African nations lack access to adequate healthcare. This puts them at unusually high risk of preventable illness and a lack of injury treatment. These issues not only result in a lower day-to-day quality of life but also have wider-ranging
implications for stifling economic growth and development. This is especially true for communities in rural and remote areas.And the COVID-19 pandemic only made matters more difficult for many of these communities. The Institute for Security Studies states that about 30 million more Africans fell into extreme poverty (living on less than US $1.90 a
day) when COVID-19 broke out in 2020. Health problems can lead to reduced productivity and increased healthcare expenses. These factors perpetuate an unending cycle of chronic poverty. When people are too ill or injured to work or attend school, they cannot make strides toward prosperity. Addressing these health challenges is essential to
breaking this cycle.The community of Boyole, Malawi, was dealing with the most serious issue of a high mortality rate for children under five. The community-led organization in Boyole, the Tithandizane Organization, realized that children and young mothers lacked adequate access to the healthcare necessary to solve this problem. The organization
submitted a proposal to Outreach International, which approved the project. Now, families in Boyole have a permanent clinic with a dedicated healthcare professional that is managed by the government health department. This successful project has led to adequate healthcare for 1,800 young children and their mothers, and is a shining example of
the effectiveness of the community-led development process. (Read more about the Boyole children’s clinic.)Impact on EducationEducation is the surest way to escape poverty. But in Africa, it’s not uncommon for children to face barriers to accessing quality education. Geographic distance from adequate schools and inadequate resources in existing
schools create significant hurdles for students. Also, children in impoverished families must often contribute to the necessary work of subsistence living, such as fetching water from a distant source and irrigating crops by hand. These time-consuming tasks can prevent a child from finding the time to attend school. This perpetuates the cycle of
poverty into the next generation.Also, the role of education in empowering adults cannot be overstated. Job skills training, literacy, and community development project competency all equip people with the skills and knowledge they need to improve their lives. But the lack of educational opportunities in impoverished areas hinders progress even for
adults.But Outreach-affiliated communities always seem to find a way to overcome their poverty-related issues, even under the most difficult of circumstances. During the COVID-19 pandemic, while poverty rates were spiking throughout Africa, our community groups got to work. They set up training sessions where community members learned how
to make masks. They sourced their own supplies, created a source of income, and protected their communities in the process.Environmental Factors and Resource ScarcityAfrica’s current environmental challenges also create poverty-related issues. Drought, deforestation, and resource scarcity are all contributing factors. And there’s abundant
evidence that climate change is exacerbating these problems. These environmental factors often lead to serious poverty-related issues, including food insecurity, the hardship of displacement, and increased competition for limited resources.Access to clean water, arable land, and other natural resources is essential for sustainable development. When
these resources are scarce or mismanaged, it perpetuates extreme poverty in vulnerable communities. Addressing these environmental issues is not only a matter of ecological stability but also a pathway to economic growth and sustainable development.Unequal Distribution of Wealth and ResourcesWealth and resources in Africa are often not evenly
distributed in a way that includes remote areas. Some regions and communities have abundant access to natural and government resources and the opportunities they provide, while others do not. This unequal distribution perpetuates disparities in living standards and equal access to essential services.For instance, in some African countries, like
many places in the world, a small percentage of the population controls a significant portion of the nation’s wealth. This leaves the majority of people struggling to meet their needs. According to the United Nations, the poverty rate in rural areas in Africa is 17.2%, which is more than three times higher than in urban areas, at 5.3%. This unequal
distribution of wealth in Africa can lead to social unrest and instability, making poverty alleviation even more challenging.Outreach International’s Impact: Community-Led Solutions to Build a Better FutureOutreach International is making a tangible difference in the lives of communities in several African countries. We're dedicated to empowering
local communities through innovative solutions and sustainable development projects. Our goal is to demonstrate to people who live in even the most extreme poverty that they have the power within themselves to improve their own lives.Innovative Approaches and Sustainable DevelopmentOutreach International is working with communities in the
African countries of DR Congo, Zambia, and Malawi. We help communities solve their poverty-related issues with the methodology of community-led development. This work is based on the idea that improvements are most likely to be sustained if the people who benefit from the solution are involved in the process. Every community has a unique set
of issues that keep it in a state of chronic poverty. This is why the people who live with these issues are the ones who are most qualified to identify and solve them. By involving community members in development projects, we empower them to learn, lead, and begin to solve issues on their own.Poverty in Africa is a complex issue with deep-seated
causes, but it’s not insurmountable. Outreach International is creating positive change, and community-led organizations are making strides every day to lift themselves out of poverty and into a life filled with prosperity and hope that can last for generations.How to HelpThe fight against poverty in Africa is not one that can be waged by organizations
alone; it requires the collective efforts of individuals like you. You can contribute to alleviating poverty in Africa through Outreach International with your donations. Poverty in Africa: Causes, Effects And Solutions: The term “Poverty” is used to describe unproductivity or insufficiency of resources. It is the state of being unable to provide for one’s
immediate basic needs and meet up with the standard of living. For a geographical entity populated by people, Poverty is used to describe the condition of the people more than the adequacy or otherwise of its resources.Definitely, the question of the availability of resources to improve development and the condition of living should be answered as
well. This is why Africa has been a consistent case study by many local and international researchers. The overwhelming issue of poverty in Africa has been attributed to many factors of which some have viewed the situation no more than a curse.Despite having the largest pool of resources pari passu a growing human capital, this continent has
generally failed in managing its resources leading to a consquential stagnation in growth and development. This article attempts to address the causes and effects of poverty as well as the solutions to poverty in Africa.causes, effects and solutions to poverty in AfricaRecommended: Causes, Effects and solutions to bad governance in Africa9 Reasons
Why Africa is Still PoorIt should be noted that within Africa itself, there is a disparity in the level of poverty amongst countries. This can easily be attributed to the lack of available resources needed to improve the development of a country; but that is just a one sided opinion. As we will learn shortly, the rise of poverty in Africa extends beyond lack of
resources because a continent like Africa has been globally recognized as the source of wealth to nations. Therefore, what are the real causes of poverty in Africa?1. Bad Governance/Corruption: In respect of this point, it is generally presumed that the African continent is blessed with an ocean of resources but unfortunately bedeviled by unscrupulous
leaders and bad governance. This amongst other factors, is the biggest threat to the economic development of a society, talk less a nation.Africa has been the land source of natural resources like gold, cotton, diamond, sugar, salt, petroleum, iron, copper and so on but it is worrisome that there has been a consistent mismanagement of these
resources. It has become quite easy for the government occupied by persons who made an oath to provide for the masses, to use their office to benefit themselves through these resources.Reason why Africa is very poorln a long run, the economic decisions and policies will have many faults which will lead to recession and eventually the poverty rate
will be on the high side.Also see: Major Tools for economic analysis you should note2. Lack of policy making opportunities to the disadvantaged masses: Africa in general has embraced a conventional pattern; only those who matter should matter. This orientation has caused economic decision makers to ignore the growing number of the poor and
strategize to suppress the poverty rate. Usually, any stringent economic or financial decision being made affects those who are incapable of meeting up with the demands.In line with this premise, there are very few opportunities afforded to those of the disadvantaged society. Thus, it appears that the masses are not only mildly considered when
making policies, they are also not given the floor to reach a compromise with the government or at least express their grievances to the latter.reasons why most African countries are poorThis is also the case when it comes to sharing or allocating revenue, the rural communities are easily marginalized and underdeveloped with more focus on the
cities. So these areas are devoid of good roads, electricity, good medical facilities and other amenities.3. There is hardly effective institutions established for eradication of poverty: Perhaps it is a long reach to expect poverty to be completely eradicated. That is why the government has settled for the possibility of the rate of poverty to be reduced by
establishing schemes, programmes and institutions for this purpose.The concern is that despite the efforts of these schemes, there has been a flood of issues emanating from the project. Take for instance the National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP) established by the Nigerian Government in 2001. It has been reported in its accuracy that
there are still challenges NAPEP is still yet to deal with. At least it is the only effective scheme known to date.There is no other institutional creation in Nigeria that has the effective reach as NAPEP. This equally applies to other nations. The government has a plan to reduce poverty but the execution has not been efficiently acknowledged because of
the lack of effective institutions in doing same.Recommended: Causes, Effects and solutions to examination malpractice in Nigeria4. Inadequate education particularly of the female children: Research has shown that one of the strongest reasons why Africa has stagnant development and a large number of impoverished masses is due to inadequate
education of said masses.solutions to poverty in AfricaThis is accurate because even though Western education has improved the continent’s economy, there is reluctancy on the part of some people to hold on to the traditional methods of training the younger generation. These persons have an incredible disdain for Western education.In some ways,
this has been influenced by religious philosophies. The girl child suffers the brunt of this known fact. Some well known African communities have not availed the females to participate in career building platforms, in schools or elsewhere. This is unfortunate because the women are considered to be facilitators of the economy in any society.5. Natural
Disasters: As already explained, the African continent is rich with natural resources which has provoked the attention of countries overseas with investments and trade relations. One of the reasons for this is the convenient climatic condition of most African countries which helps not only to grow some of these resources but also develop them.While
there are no grave natural disasters that are known to the African soil, there are other natural factors that can slow the growth process of these resources which can lead to a dirth of their existence. Some agricultural produce can be affected by soil erosion, flooding, and in some areas drought, environmental degradation, land and air pollution
e.t.cOften times, situations like these become uncontrollable and result in economic crisis which has happened severally in the past especially in those nations that heavily rely on them.6. Poor Health Services: It goes without saying that a healthy nation is a wealthy nation. It is impossible to work and earn a living when one’s health is in jeopardy.
Sadly, most African communities have not paid needful attention to this area. Some areas in various nations are surprisingly scarce of good medical facilities.Even when these facilities are available, the disadvantaged masses are not given the proper attention since they do not have the means to pay for health services. This automatically results to a
decline in productivity and the community will suffer the drawback of lack of productivity regardless of the technology involved.Also see: Fastest growing economies in Africa 20217. Civil Wars: There is no country that faces internal armed conflicts and remains the same afterwards. The immediate effect of civil war is high rate of poverty. In fact, it
had been historically noted that during any civil conflict, the masses suffer the most. This is because civil Wars lead to destruction of lives and properties which creates unsafe environment for anyone to go to his or her place of business.why is Africa poor? AnsweredIn turn, the country not only becomes a political mess but an economic disaster.
Examples include the Rwanda Genocide in 1994 and the Nigerian Civil War in 1967 to 1970. A more recent instance is the well known civil crisis in countries like South Sudan and Libya. Federal and State Governments will suspend school activities, business activities, trading activities within and outside the country.Big time foreign investors will
withdraw from inevitable loss. When considered holistically, it is undeniable that African nations have had their shares of civil wars which is one of the reasons why the general economy has a failing record.8. Overpopulation: The first is the 2.6% annual rise in the region’s population. While African countries generate more money, it must be
distributed to a population that is always multiplying.What is one of the greatest reasons for poverty in AfricaAverage earnings are rising, average salaries in the region are expanding faster than population growth, and the percentage of Africans living in extreme poverty has decreased from 60% in 1996 to 47% in 2011.However, because the rate of
poverty reduces at a slower than the population increases, the number of Africans still wallowing in poverty is still on the high side. The economic performance of Sub-Saharan Africa appears to be remarkably less impressive, especially when measured in terms of per capita growth.The World Bank forecast that Africa will experience a 4.0 percent
growth in the year 2015. After adjusting for population growth, the per capita income rise drops to just 2.6%. With 1.1 percent population growth and 2.9 percent global economic growth anticipated in 2015, per capita income rose by 1.8 percent. Therefore, it is projected that Africa would have slower per capita development than the rest of the
world.Recommended: Most Lucrative and Profitable Courses to Study In The World9. Agricultural Infrastructure That Isn’t Up To Snuff: One of the major causes of poverty in Africa is a lack of agricultural infrastructure. Africa barely produces 4% of the world’s vegetables and 1% of the world’s fruit for commercial export, although making up 20% of
the world’s land area.Multiple Causes of Poverty in AfricaAfrica has the capacity to produce and supply vast quantities of cereals, fruits, and vegetables, but the current state of the continent’s roads prevents this from happening.The YouTube video below discusses more about the causes of the high rate of poverty in Africa. I highly recommend that
you watch it painstakingly.Also see: Best online shopping sites in Africa currentlyConsequences & Effects of Poverty in AfricaThe causes of poverty in Africa are not exhaustive and neither are the ramifications. Each year, there is increase of mass poverty and as the number grows, the people are forced to make a living for themselves. What are the
effects?1. High rate of mortality: There is increase of death rates due to horrendous standard of living, inadequate health services leading to life threatening diseases and extreme hunger. The genocide that occurred in Rwanda claiming 800,000 lives is an example of what transpired after the incident.effects of poverty in Africa2. Economic depletion:
African countries have been confronted with unending series of economic recession which in a long run has affected the overall economy of nations. Due to the increased population of the poor masses, there is little or no inspiration for the said group to invest into the economic development of the nation. For a continent that has more number of poor
than the rich, the problem just keeps on growing.Recommended: Why Lawyer Put On Wigs in Court3. As a continent, it is very difficult to keep investing in its resources: As repeatedly emphasised, Africa is one of the richest continents in terms of the natural resources it possesses and that is why persons and governments overseas are interested in
Africa.Unfortunately it has not been able to manage its resources properly and given the inevitable results of poverty, the continent as a whole does not strike much attention as it used to. Now, in the scope of global trade, the stock value for these resources has drastically dropped over the years.how to eradicate poverty in Africa4. Lack of respect in
the international scene: It is obvious that a notable poor country cannot have much influence in making some decisions or have a strong presence in matters of international importance. Compared with other economically advanced countries of the world, most African countries will not realistically stand a chance running in opposition. Usually, they
bend to their will at every turn or they are not given the respect as a nation.Recommended: Features of the South African Constitutionb. High rate of crime activities: This is no surprise given that most of those who engage in criminal activities such as murder, armed robbery, theft, kidnapping, internet fraud and so on, are largely part of the
disadvantaged masses. In periods of economic recession, there is the possibility of more people interested in taking advantage of highly placed people in the society. So in order to provide for themselves, they are willing to go off the deep end and use illegal tactics to amass wealth.How to reduce the rate of poverty in Africa6. Ultimate National
Breakdown: Where a country does not have enough resources or capital to secure the welfare of the masses, it may be forced to merge with a nation that is doing prosperously well. While this has not been the case yet, it is a growing concern. If the numbers keep growing, a country will have no other choice than to amalgamate with another country
just to sustain the economy.If for the sake of integrity it refuses to do so, such country will continue to borrow and owe huge debts which can result to refusal from lending nations to provide assistance.Also see: Top Secrets for becoming a successful business entrepreneurRecommendations and Solutions to Poverty in Africals there a solution to
poverty in Africa? What are the issues that need to be urgently addressed to keep the economic structure of a country from being completely destroyed? And how can the disadvantaged masses have a reasonable standard of living?1. African governments should create employments for the masses. This had been overemphasized for years and it still
remains one of the surest ways to reduce poverty. The governments should strategize how to develop the various sectors that generate revenue and make these sectors enriching for people to be gainfully employed. The government should diversify the opportunities and not marginalize a portion of the citizens.2. Health Services and Facilities should
be made adequate to both urban and rural areas equally: As already discussed, the lack of good medical facilities in the rural communities where a good number of the less privileged citizens are only prolongs the issue of poverty.Good medical services should be afforded and affordable to everyone, whether rich or poor.Also see: Cheapest universities
in Ghana to attend this year3. Government should take legislative actions to prohibit restriction of child education: Education is paramount for a person to function in a civilised nation. It is very important that the education of young ones is considered necessary in the making of any national policy. It is also recommended that the government focuses
on the girl child education proscribing religious or traditional perspectives restraining them from being educated.Furthermore, government should strive to ensure equal pay for both male and female workers in the same capacity of labour. This will facilitate the interest of the women in the economic development of the country.4. Strict measures
should be executed against corrupt public/government officials: Mismanagement of resources will lead to an impoverished country. This can be avoided if the right actions can be meted against those who are responsible for using the or position to commit national theft.Statistics of poverty in Africa currentlyRecommended: Test and validity of
customary law in Nigeriab5. More effective schemes and institutions should be created principally to reduce the rate of poverty in various countries. Each country should have potent orientation programmes, training schemes and institutions to educate the masses on various vocational skills. Slowly but surely, the schemes will prove benefitial placing
everyone on an equal scale of learning and development.6. African Governments should uniformly share the revenues of the nation to the masses at all and sundry. Africa has the problem of closing the gap between the rich class and the poor class because of marginalising the class that cannot “provide enough” to the capital of the country. What most
governments fail to realize is that the resources they have can be used yo develop the underachieving areas.Those areas can be so developed that the country can rely heavily on the rural communities to generate revenue.Recommended: Cheapest universities in Canada for international studentsConclusionPoverty can be completely eradicated in
Africa. It should always be considered a possibility. The process in achieving this feat is a long and should be a consistent one. The governments have tried to succeed in this respect but it has always been a situation of one step forward and two steps behind.However, the leaders deserve only half of the blame. There are other issues which the masses
themselves need to address as well. Issues such as lack of interest in government created schemes, orientation programmes, training platforms not to mention involvement in criminal activities; all these eventually discourages the government to perform their function in alleviating poverty.Africa has a wealth of resources needed to be managed
properly and focus should be centered on political, social and economic development in all areas especially where the poor class is in large number. When the right attention is given to this problematic situation, the gap between the rich and poor will be closed and Africa will be celebrated as one of the wealthiest continents on the planet.Edeh
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sources: "Poverty in Africa" - news - newspapers - books - scholar - JSTOR (September 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this message) (Learn how and when to remove this message) Kibera is the largest slum in Nairobi, Kenya. Poverty in Africa is the lack of provision to satisfy the basic human needs of certain people in Africa. African nations
typically fall toward the bottom of any list measuring small size economic activity, such as income per capita or GDP per capita, despite a wealth of natural resources. In 2009, 22 of 24 nations identified as having "Low Human Development" on the United Nations' (UN) Human Development Index were in Sub-Saharan Africa.[1] As of 2019, 424 million
people in sub-Saharan Africa were reportedly living in severe poverty. In 2022, 460 million people—an increase of 36 million in only three years—were anticipated to be living in extreme poverty as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and the Russo-Ukrainian war.[2][3][4] In 2006, 34 of the 50 nations on the UN list of least developed countries were in
Africa.[5] In many nations, GDP per capita is less than US$5200 per year, with the vast majority of the population living on much less (according to World Bank data, by 2016 the island nation of Seychelles was the only African country with a GDP per capita above US$10,000 per year[6]). In addition, Africa's share of income has been consistently
dropping over the past century by any measure. In 1820, the average European worker earned about three times what the average African did. Now, the average European earns twenty times what the average African does.[7] Although GDP per capita incomes in Africa have also been steadily growing, measures are still far better in other parts of the
world. Despite large amounts of arable land south of the Sahara Desert, small, individual land holdings are rare. In many nations, the land is subject to tribal ownership. Many nations lack a system of freehold landowning. In others, the laws prevent people from disadvantaged groups from owning land at all. Although often these laws are ignored, and
land sales to disadvantaged groups occur, legal title to the land is not assured. As such, rural Africans rarely have clear title to their own land and have to survive as farm laborers. Unused land is plentiful but is often private property. Most African nations have very poor land registration systems, making squatting and land-theft common occurrences.
This makes it difficult to get a mortgage or similar loan, as ownership of the property often cannot be established to the satisfaction of financiers.[8] This system often gives an advantage to one native African group over another and is not just Europeans over Africans. For example, it was hoped that land reform in Zimbabwe would transfer land from
European landowners to family farmers. Instead, it simply substituted native Africans with ties to the government for Europeans, leaving much of the population disadvantaged.[8] Because of this abuse, foreign aid that was destined for land purchases was withdrawn. (See Land reform in Zimbabwe) Historically, such programs have been few and far
between, with much foreign aid being concentrated on the raising of cash crops and large plantations rather than family farms.[9] There is no consensus on what the optimal strategy for land use in Africa may be. Studies by the National Academy of Sciences have suggested great promise in relying on native crops as a means of improving Africa's
food security. A report by Future Harvest suggests that traditionally used forage plants show the same promise.[10] Supporting a different viewpoint is an article appearing in AgBioForum which suggests that smallholder farmers benefited substantially by planting a genetically modified variety of maize.[11] In a similar vein is an article discussing the
use of nontraditional crops for export published as part of the proceedings of a Purdue University symposium.[12] Between 1960 and 1997,[13] foreign nations sent over $500 billion (U.S.) to African nations in the form of direct aid.[14][15][13] The consensus is that the money has had little long-term effect.[16] The Cato Institute argues this is
because, rather than increasing development, financial aid creates dependence on foreign investments.[14] For example, as of 2005, the budgets of Ghana and Uganda were more than 50 percent aid-dependent.[14] In 2002, then-president of Senegal, economist Abdoulaye Wade, stated, "'I've never seen a country develop itself through aid or credit.
Countries that have developed - in Europe, America, Japan, Asian countries like Taiwan, Korea and Singapore - have all believed in free markets. There is no mystery there. Africa took the wrong road after independence."[14] In addition, most African nations have owed substantial sums of money. However, a large percentage of the money was either
invested in weapons (money that was spent back in developed nations, and provided little or no benefit to the native population) or was directly misappropriated by corrupt governments. As such, many newly democratic nations in Africa are saddled with debt run up by totalitarian regimes. Large debts usually result in little being spent on social
services, such as education, pensions, or medical care. In addition, most of the debt currently owed (approximately $321 billion (U.S.) in 1996[17]) represents only the interest portion on the debt, and far exceeds the amounts that were actually borrowed (although this is true of large debts in developed nations as well). Authors Leonce Ndikumana
and James K. Boyce estimate that from 1970 to 2008, capital flight from 33 sub-Saharan countries totalled $700 billion.[18] Most African nations are pushing for debt relief, as they are effectively unable to maintain payments on debt without extending the debt payments indefinitely. However, most plans to forgive debt affect only the smallest nations,
and large debtor nations, like Nigeria, are often excluded from such plans. Worlds regions by total wealth (in trillions USD), 2018 What large sums of money that are in Africa are often used to develop mega-projects when the need is for smaller scale projects. For example, Ghana was the richest country in Africa when it obtained independence.
However, a few years later, it had no foreign reserves of any consequence. The money was spent on large projects that turned out to be a waste of resources: The Akosombo Dam was built to supply electricity for the extraction of aluminium from bauxite. Unfortunately, Ghanaian ores turned out to be too low grade and the electricity is now used to
process ores from other nations. Storage silos for the storage of cocoa were built to allow Ghana to take advantage of fluctuations in the commodity prices. Unfortunately, unprocessed cocoa does not react well to even short-term storage and the silos now sit empty. Another example of misspent money is the Aswan High Dam. The dam was supposed
to have modernized Egypt and Sudan immediately. Instead, the block of the natural flow of the Nile River meant that the Nile's natural supply of nitrate fertilizer and organic material was blocked. Now, about one-third of the dam's electric output goes directly into fertilizer production for what was previously the most fertile area on the planet.
Moreover, the dam is silting up and may cease to serve any useful purpose within the next few centuries. In addition, the Mediterranean Sea is slowly becoming more saline as the Nile River previously provided it with most of its new fresh water influx. Corruption is also a major problem in the region, although it is certainly not universal or limited to
Africa. Many native groups in Africa prioritize family relationships over national identity, so people in authority often use nepotism and bribery for the benefit of their extended family group at the expense of their nations. For example, the Congolese president Mobutu Sese Seko became notorious for corruption, nepotism, and the embezzlement of
between US$4 billion and $15 billion during his reign.[19][20] Despite this, corrupt governments often do better than authoritarian ones that replace them. For example, under Ethiopian emperor Haile Selassie, corruption was rife and poverty rampant. After his overthrow, corruption was lessened, but famine and military aggressiveness came to the
fore. In any event, corruption both diverts aid money and foreign investment (which is usually sent to offshore banks outside of Africa), and puts a heavy burden on native populations forced to pay bribes to get basic government services. In the end, foreign aid may not even be helpful in the long run to many African nations. It often encourages them
not to tax internal economic activities of multinational corporations within their borders to attract foreign investment. In addition, most African nations have at least some wealthy nationals, and foreign aid often allows them to avoid paying more than negligible taxes. As such, wealth redistribution and capital controls are often seen as a more
appropriate way for African nations to stabilize funding for their government budgets and smooth out the boom and bust cycles that can often arise in a developing economy. However, this sort of strategy often leads to internal political dissent and capital flight. Sub-Saharan Africa's government debt rose from 28% of gross domestic product in 2012
to 50% of gross domestic product in 2019. The COVID-19 pandemic caused it to rise to 57% of gross domestic product in 2021.[21][22][23] In February 2024, following a large-scale trafficking of currency devices, the West African Monetary Union (UEMOA) and the Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC), responsible for the
monetary management of the CFA franc zone, and the Bank of France, which produces CFA franc coins, these central banks want to equip the CFA franc coins with a new alloy guaranteeing the security of the monetary circuit of the CFA franc zone, according to the International Copper Study Group (ICSG), the metal used to manufacture CFA franc
coins, is prized because of its market value, The Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa opened the first investigations in 2019, after noting the disappearance of CFA franc currency devices within the organization.[24] Map of countries and territories by fertility rate as of 2020 A segment of Africa's population receive low wages or do
not have stable employment. Real wages increased from 2006 to 2017, but the continent's average real wages has since been declining.[25] As many as 85% of people in Africa subsist on less than $5.50 per day.[26] Two-thirds of the labor force are men and one-third are women.[25] Women on average receive lower wages than men.[27] The
International Labour Organization (ILO) recommends legislation and minimum wage policies to address low wages and wage inequalities in Africa. The ILO also encourages the promotion collective bargaining that covers a large part of worker population and addresses gender pay gaps.[25] The widespread availability of cheap labor has often
perpetuated policies that encourage inefficient agricultural and industrial practices, leaving Africa further impoverished. For example, author P.J. O'Rourke noted on his trip to Tanzania for his book Eat the Rich that gravel was produced with manual labor (by pounding rocks with tools), wherein almost everywhere else in the world machines did the
same work far more cheaply and efficiently. He used Tanzania as an example of a nation with superb natural resources that nevertheless was among the poorest nations in the world. Education is also a major problem, even in the wealthier nations. Illiteracy rates are high although a good proportion of Africans speak at least two languages and a
number speak three (generally their native language, a neighbouring or trade language, and a European language). Higher education is almost unheard of, although certain universities in Egypt and South Africa have excellent reputations. However, some African nations have a paucity of persons with university degrees, and advanced degrees are
rare in most areas. As such, the continent, for the most part, lacks scientists, engineers, and even teachers. The seeming parody of aid workers attempting to teach trilingual people English is not entirely untrue.[28][29] The greatest mortality in Africa arises from preventable water-borne diseases, which affect infants and young children greater than
any other group. The principal cause of these diseases is the regional water crisis, or lack of safe drinking water primarily stemming from mixing sewage and drinking water supplies.[30] Much attention has been given to the prevalence of AIDS in Africa. 3,000 Africans die each day of AIDS and an additional 11,000 are infected. Less than one percent
are actually treated.[31] However, even with the widespread prevalence of AIDS (where infection rates can approach 30% among the sexually active population), and fatal infections such as the Ebola virus, other diseases are far more problematic. In fact, the situation with AIDS is improving in some nations as infection rates drop, and deaths from
Ebola are rare. On the other hand, diseases once common but now almost unknown in most of the industrialized world, like malaria, tuberculosis, tapeworm and dysentery often claim far more victims, particularly among the young. Polio has made a comeback recently due to misinformation spread by anti-American Islamic groups in Nigeria. Diseases
native to Africa, such as sleeping sickness, also resist attempts at elimination too.[32] People in Agbogbloshie, near the center of Accra, Ghana's capital city Clean potable water is rare in most of Africa (even those parts outside the sub-Saharan region) despite the fact that the continent is crossed by several major rivers and contains some of the
largest freshwater lakes in the world. However, many of the major population centres are coastal, and few major cities have adequate sewage treatment systems. Although boiling water is a possibility, fuel for boiling is scarce as well. The problem is worst in Africa's rapidly growing cities, such as Cairo, Lagos and Kinshasa.[33] Colonialism
concentrated on connecting the coast with internal territories. As such, nearly none of Africa's roads and railways connect with each other in any meaningful way. Connecting Africa's extensive railway network has recently become a priority for African nations outside of southwest Africa, which has an integrated network.[citation needed]
Transportation between neighbouring coastal settlements is nearly always by sea, no matter the topography of the land in between them. Even basic services like telecommunications are often treated the same way. For example, phone calls between Ghana and neighbouring Ivory Coast once had to be routed through Britain and France.[citation
needed] Although Africa had numerous pre-European overland trade routes, few are suitable for modern transport such as trucks or railways, especially when they cross old European colonial borders. Another problem is that in many countries the roads, railway tracks, railway rolling stock, ships and ports are often old and badly maintained and
many transportation systems have barely been updated and further developed since the end of colonialism.[34] Despite other hot spots for war, Africa consistently remains among the top places for ongoing conflicts, consisting of both long-standing civil wars (e.g. Somalia, Democratic Republic of the Congo), ethnic conflicts that even resulted in
genocides (e.g. the Rwandan genocide) and conflicts between countries. The long-standing civil wars are in part due to the border-drawing of the late 19th century's Scramble for Africa, which did not take into account the various ethnic groups due to lack of local knowledge and research.[35] Post decolonization, the European-set borders were
accepted by various leaders; however, there remains internal and cross-border struggles, and separatist concerns by popular demand to the governments as they transition to democracy, leading to fears of further destabilization.[36] In recent years, religious conflicts have also increased, with Islamistic paramilitary terrorist groups like Boko Haram
(Nigeria) and Al-Shabaab (Somalia) having committed many brutal, deadly terrorist acts that further decrease safety and prospects of development in the concerned regions. Despite a lack of basic social services or even the basic necessities of life, military forces are often well-financed and well-equipped.[37] Acts of war and terrorism further harm
the chances of development in the regions concerned as they do not only cause economic downturns but also cause severe damage to the often already underdeveloped infrastructure as well as government shutdowns, further worsen the often already tense safety situation and cause large numbers of refugees. As a result, Africa is full of refugees,
who are often deliberately displaced by military forces during a conflict, rather than just having fled from war-torn areas. Although many refugees emigrate to open countries such as Germany, Canada, and the United States, the ones who do emigrate are often the most educated and skilled. The remainder often become a burden on neighbouring
African nations that, while peaceful, are generally unable to deal with the logistical problems refugees pose as these nations are often already barely capable of fulfilling the needs of their own population.[34] Civil war usually has the result of totally shutting down all government services. However, any conflict generally disrupts what trade or
economy there is. Sierra Leone, which depends on diamonds for much of its economic activity, not only faces disruption in production (which reduces the supply), but a thriving black market in conflict diamonds, which drives down the price for what diamonds are produced.[38] The link between climate change and poverty has been examined.[39]
Climate change is likely to increase the size, frequency, and unpredictability of natural hazards. However, there is nothing natural about the transformation of natural hazards into disasters. The severity of a disaster's impact is dependent on existing levels of vulnerability, the extent of exposure to disaster event and the nature of the hazard.[39] A
community’s risk to disaster is dynamic and will change over time. It is heavily influenced by the interplay between economic, socio-cultural and demographic factors, as well as skewed development, such as rapid and unplanned urbanisation.[39] The level of poverty is a key determinant of disaster risk. Poverty increases propensity and severity of
disasters and reduces peoples' capacity to recover and reconstruct.[39] However, vulnerability is not just shaped to poverty, but linked to wider social, political and institutional factors, that govern entitlements and capabilities. African countries by Human Development Index 2019 (higher values indicate higher standards of living) Africa's economic
malaise is self-perpetuating, as it engenders more of the disease, warfare, misgovernment, and corruption that created it in the first place. Other effects of poverty have similar consequences. The most direct consequence of low GDP is Africa's low standard of living and quality of life. Except for a wealthy elite and the more prosperous peoples of
South Africa and the Maghreb, Africans have very few consumer goods. Quality of life does not correlate exactly with a nation's wealth. Angola, for instance, reaps large sums annually from its diamond mines, but after years of civil war, conditions there remain poor. Radios, televisions, and automobiles are rare luxuries. Most Africans are on the far
side of the digital divide and are cut off from communications technology and the Internet, however, use of mobile phones has been growing dramatically in recent years with 65% of Africans having access to a mobile phone as of 2011.[40] Quality of life and human development are also low. African nations dominate the lower reaches of the UN
Human Development Index. Infant mortality is high, while life expectancy, literacy, and education are all low. The UN also lowers the ranking of African states because the continent sees greater inequality than any other region. The best educated often choose to leave the continent for the West or the Persian Gulf to seek a better life. Catastrophes
cause deadly periods of great shortages. The most damaging are the famines that have regularly hit the continent, especially the Horn of Africa. These have been caused by disruptions due to warfare, years of drought, and plagues of locusts.[41] An average African faced annual inflation of over 60% from 1990 until 2002 in those few countries that
account for inflation. At the high end, Angola and the Democratic Republic of the Congo both saw triple-digit inflation throughout the period. Most African nations saw inflation of approximately 10% per year.[42] Africa portal Economy of Africa Causes of poverty in South Africa Poverty in Nigeria List of African millionaires List of countries by
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edited by PACT Decades of progress in the global fight against poverty have been undone by the Covid-19 pandemic, causing a significant setback. Before the pandemic, the global poverty rate had declined from 38 percent in 1990 to 8.4 percent in 2019. However, the pandemic caused the estimated extreme poverty rate to increase to 9.3 percent in
2020, pushing over 70 million people into extreme poverty and bringing the global total to over 700 million. Although considerable efforts have been made by governments and organizations in the post-Covid era, poverty reduction rates have slowed down in 2022 due to factors such as the ongoing war in Ukraine, a decline in economic growth in
China, and rising costs of essential goods like food and energy. The rise in food and energy prices can negatively impact the poor in the short run and even cause an increase in the number of people living in poverty. However, in the long run, these price increases may have positive income effects since many poor households are either net food
producers or earn income in agriculture. Today, more than 680 million people live below the extreme poverty line, defined by the World Bank as surviving on less than $2.15 a day. 2022 is now ranked as the second worst year (after 2020) for poverty reduction in the last two decades. According to World Bank forecasts, 7% of the world’s population
will still struggle with extreme poverty in 2030. Of the 27 countries classified as Low-Income Economies, 23 are in Africa, which remains the continent most affected by poverty. Extreme poverty remains highly concentrated in Sub-Saharan Africa and fragile and conflict-affected economies. Sub-Saharan Africa accounted for over 60 percent of the
global extreme poor, and over 35 percent of the population in the region lived below the international poverty line. The impacts of poverty are devastating, including food insecurity and malnutrition, poor health outcomes and limited access to healthcare, low productivity in agriculture, limited economic growth and productivity, and social unrest and
inequality. These negative effects can have severe consequences on individuals, communities, and countries, trapping them in a cycle of poverty. In these challenging times marked by inflation, climate change, pandemics, and geopolitical tensions, it is crucial to address poverty in Africa, to achieve sustainable development goals and promote global
prosperity. Why is Africa so concerned about poverty issues ? Poverty is a significant issue that affects millions of people in Africa. Despite significant efforts to address poverty through various aid, development programs, and policy plans, many African countries still face high levels of poverty and inequality. One factor that may explain the continued
presence of poverty in Africa is the existence of poverty traps. Essentially, poverty traps refer to a set of self-reinforcing mechanisms that cause countries to start and remain poor over time. These traps create a vicious cycle of low income, poor health, inadequate education, and limited access to resources, which make it difficult for individuals and
communities to escape poverty. Poverty traps can arise from various factors, including market failures, social norms, and policy failures. Ultimately, poverty traps can cause a self-reinforcing cycle of poverty, where the current causes of poverty become the consequences, thereby perpetuating poverty in the long term. In the following we will look at
some of the mechanisms observed. 1. Bad Governance and Political Instability Bad governance and political instability are often cited as Africa’s main drivers of poverty. Poor governance, characterized by corruption, weak institutions, and lack of accountability, creates an environment where resources are often mismanaged or embezzled, leading
to limited public investment in social services such as healthcare, education, and infrastructure. In addition, bad governance and political instability often exacerbate inequality by creating unequal access to resources and opportunities and favoring a small group of elites at the expense of the broader population. This, in turn, can fuel social and
political unrest, which can sometimes escalate into full-blown conflicts. In 2020, the armed conflict has affected over half of the countries in Sub-Saharan Africa over the last twenty years. According to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), countries in conflict have poverty rates that are 20% higher on average than those of countries
that are not in conflict. Moreover, countries affected by conflict for more than half of the post-Cold War period have, on average, a gross domestic product (GDP) per capita that is more than 30% lower than countries that have not experienced conflict. According to the World Bank, countries affected by conflict experience an average of 20 years of
economic growth loss, which has a significant impact on poverty rates. For example, the conflicts in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) have had a significant impact on poverty rates in the country. The country has the highest number of internally displaced people in Africa, and the ongoing conflict has hindered economic development and led
to the loss of human life, making it difficult for people to break out of the poverty cycle. In 2018, the poverty rate in the DRC was estimated to be over 70%. In addition to the economic impact of conflict, it also has a devastating effect on social and human development indicators. Conflict leads to displacement, destruction of infrastructure, disruption
of services, and loss of lives, resulting in increased poverty, reduced access to education and health care, disrupt agricultural production, and lower life expectancy. Other part studies have shown that countries with strong governance systems are better equipped to reduce poverty and promote sustainable economic growth. Addressing the root
causes of conflicts and improving governance can go a long way in reducing poverty rates and promoting economic development. 2. High Transport Costs and Small Market Size The lack of infrastructure and small market size are major contributing factors to poverty in Africa. Historically, African countries have relied heavily on exporting primary
commodities such as minerals, oil, and agricultural products, which often have low value-added and are subject to volatile prices on the global market. However, continent geography, including many landlocked countries and poor transportation infrastructure, makes it difficult to move goods and people efficiently, leading to high transport costs
regionally. As a result, the cost of basic goods and services, including food and medical supplies, becomes more expensive for people living in poverty. Additionally, most African countries have small domestic markets due to their relatively small population sizes, limiting the potential for businesses to grow and become competitive. These challenges
are especially acute in rural areas, where poor transportation infrastructure and limited market size can make it difficult for farmers and other small-scale entrepreneurs to access markets, hindering their ability to earn a living and lift themselves out of poverty. These structural failures lead to a dependence on external partnerships, as African
countries have mainly traded with countries outside the continent rather than with each other, leading to missed opportunities for trade and economic growth. High transport costs and small market size represent significant challenges to economic development in Africa, hindering growth and perpetuating poverty. The African Continental Free Trade
Area (AfCFTA), which aims to create a single market for goods and services in Africa, faces various challenges such as inadequate infrastructure, lack of standardization, and complex rules of origin that could hinder its success. Addressing these challenges will require significant investments in transportation infrastructure and efforts to foster
regional integration and economic cooperation. 3. Low productivity Agriculture Agriculture is the backbone of the African economy and serves as the primary source of income for most of the population. However, it faces a multitude of challenges that hinder its growth and development. Small-scale farmers in Africa have limited access to modern
agricultural technology, which makes it difficult for them to compete with larger farms and achieve optimal yields. Africa has the lowest share of irrigated cropland of any major region of the developing world, just 6% of cultivated land is currently irrigated in Africa, compared to 14% in Latin America and 37% in Asia. Additionally, climate change has
negative impacts, such as droughts, floods, and unpredictable rainfall patterns. Furthermore, soil degradation and erosion resulting from overuse and misuse of land can lead to reduced agricultural productivity, limiting the potential for economic growth. In sub-Saharan Africa, the average fertilizer application per hectare of cultivated land is 17 kg,
compared to a global average of 135 kg. Poor infrastructure, including inadequate storage facilities and limited transportation systems, makes it difficult to transport crops from rural areas to urban markets, leading to food waste, high transport costs, and limited market access, further impacting economic performance. Additionally, many small-scale
farmers lack access to credit and financial services, making it difficult to invest in their farms and improve their yields, hindering their ability to scale their businesses. The low productivity of agriculture is thus at the root of poverty: - It results in low income for farmers who are unable to produce enough to meet their basic needs and those of
their families. - It leads to food insecurity as the production of crops and livestock is insufficient to meet the demands of the population, Malnutrition resulting from food insecurity can have long-term consequences for the future economic opportunities of children, and it can also lead to social unrest, displacement, and migration, exacerbating
poverty. - Its limited economic growth and development as agriculture is a major sector of most African economies. It perpetuates the cycle of poverty, as low-productivity agriculture means that farmers cannot invest in their farms, resulting in even lower levels of productivity and income. Improving access to modern agricultural technology,
addressing the negative impacts of climate change, promoting sustainable land use, improving transportation infrastructure, and increasing access to credit and financial services are all critical steps that need to be taken to boost agricultural productivity and address poverty and food insecurity in African countries. By prioritizing these issues,
African governments, international organizations, and other stakeholders can help to ensure that agriculture can continue to play a crucial role in the economy and livelihoods of African populations. 4. Very High Disease Burden Africa is facing a severe disease burden that is unique in the world. This burden includes a long history of exposure to
severe diseases such as AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, and other tropical endemics. The high prevalence of infectious diseases in Africa, such as malaria, tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, and neglected tropical diseases, has significant impacts on economic growth, health outcomes, and poverty reduction. Malaria is particularly prevalent in sub-Saharan Africa,
with estimates suggesting that 90 percent of the 1 to 3 million malaria-related deaths each year occur in this region, primarily among children. The persistence of malaria in Africa is a consequence of poverty and weak institutions, and it contributes to a classic poverty trap. Although current technologies could control malaria, they would require
more investment than Africa can afford. Meanwhile, malaria reduces productivity, frustrates foreign investment, and contributes to very high child mortality rates, thereby hindering Africa’s demographic transition and keeping the continent poor. Infectious diseases have several negative impacts on African countries. Firstly, they lead to high
healthcare costs for individuals and governments, reducing the resources available for other essential services such as education and infrastructure development. As a result, limited resources are allocated to addressing immediate health needs, perpetuating poverty traps instead of investing in long-term economic growth. Secondly, infectious
diseases can limit workforce productivity and reduce economic growth. Illness and disease result in lost workdays, reduced work hours, and lower productivity, especially in agricultural and informal sectors where workers lack access to sick leave or social protection. This hinders the economic development of affected countries and their ability to
escape poverty. Thirdly, infectious diseases disproportionately affect the poorest communities, which have limited access to healthcare and basic sanitation services. This exacerbates existing inequalities as poorer households are less able to bear the financial and social burdens of illness and disease, thus contributing to the cycle of poverty and
inequality. Lastly, the high disease burden in Africa is also linked to limited research and development for diseases that predominantly affect low-income countries, which may impede the development of effective treatments and vaccines. This lack of innovation contributes to the perpetuation of poverty traps by limiting the ability of affected countries
to address health challenges effectively. Therefore, addressing the high disease burden in Africa is crucial for reducing poverty and promoting economic growth. This requires investments in public health systems, research and development, and access to basic sanitation and healthcare services. By doing so, African countries can effectively combat
infectious diseases and break the cycle of poverty and inequality. 5. Education The continent of Africa faces some of the highest rates of educational exclusion in the world, according to The Borgen Project. Shockingly, over one-fifth of children between the ages of 6 and 11, and one-third between the ages of 12 and 14, are out of school, with almost
60% of children in sub-Saharan Africa between the ages of 15 and 17 not attending school. These figures represent approximately 263 million children and youth, which is equivalent to about a quarter of the population of Europe. Education is an essential component of human capital development and economic growth. Without education, individuals
lack the knowledge and skills needed to secure higher-paying jobs, start businesses, or participate fully in society. Unfortunately, access to education in Africa is often limited due to a variety of factors, including poverty, conflict, gender inequality, and inadequate education infrastructure. In many African countries, families cannot afford the costs
associated with education, such as tuition fees, uniforms, and textbooks. Moreover, in some areas, schools are not easily accessible, particularly in rural or conflict-affected regions. The lack of access to education perpetuates a cycle of poverty from generation to generation. Children who do not receive an education are more likely to remain in
poverty as adults and are also more likely to have children who will also struggle with poverty. The absence of educational opportunities for young people in Africa translates into limited opportunities for them to improve their economic situation, which, in turn, perpetuates poverty in many African communities. Overall, improving access to education
in Africa is crucial for the continent’s economic growth and the well-being of its people. This will require addressing the root causes of educational exclusion, including poverty, gender inequality, and conflict, as well as investing in education infrastructure and making education more affordable and accessible for all. 6. Limited access to credit and
financial services Access to formal financial services remains a significant challenge in Sub-Saharan Africa, with less than a quarter of adults having access, according to the World Bank. This lack of financial inclusion is a major obstacle to the growth of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the region. With around 350 million adults lacking
access to traditional financial services, factors such as the high cost of banking, lack of infrastructure, and low financial literacy contribute to financial exclusion. Africa’s retail-banking penetration stands at just 38 percent of GDP, which is half the global average for emerging markets, according to McKinsey. The lack of access to credit and financial
services prevents people from breaking out of poverty by hindering investment in education, health, and economic opportunities. This can lead to a cycle of debt and poverty, leaving individuals and families vulnerable to unexpected expenses or setbacks. Furthermore, limited access to financial services can impede national economic growth by
constraining small businesses’ ability to expand and create jobs, ultimately perpetuating poverty. In conclusion, lack of access to formal financial services is a significant challenge for individuals and small businesses in Africa, hindering economic growth and perpetuating poverty. Addressing this issue will require investment in infrastructure,
financial education, and policies that promote financial inclusion, such as microfinance and mobile banking. By expanding access to credit and other financial services, Africa can unlock its full economic potential and improve the well-being of its citizens. What should we do? It is essential to tackle the causes of poverty in Africa, as they can
perpetuate a cycle of poverty that can be extremely difficult to break. Without effective intervention, individuals, families, and entire communities can remain trapped in poverty for generations, with limited access to education, healthcare, financial services, and other essential resources for economic development. To break the cycle of poverty, a
multifaceted approach is needed that addresses the root causes of poverty and invests in sustainable development. This includes improving access to education and healthcare, building better infrastructure, promoting sustainable agricultural practices, and implementing policies that support economic growth and job creation. To achieve sustainable
development in Africa, it is also necessary to address systemic issues such as corruption, political instability, and conflicts, which can undermine poverty reduction efforts and economic growth promotion. Individuals, organizations, and governments must continue to prioritize efforts to break the cycle of poverty traps in Africa. In this regard, Young
Africans have a crucial role to play in breaking the vicious cycle of poverty in Africa. By acting and continuing to work towards sustainable development, they can contribute to building a better future for their communities and the continent as a whole. By investing in sustainable development and promoting policies that support economic growth and
job creation, we can contribute to creating a more prosperous and equitable future for all Africans. The second-largest and second-most populous continent in the world is Africa. Earlier this year, the African Development Bank released its African Economic Outlook 2022, which details how the continent is bearing the brunt of climate change despite
contributing to just 3% of total global carbon dioxide emissions. With a high vulnerability to climate change and poor preparation for adaptation to climatic shocks, it is the least climate-resilient continent in the world. Here are some of the most pressing environmental issues in Africa and how local and national governments are addressing them. —
Top Environmental Issues in Africa 1. Deforestation Deforestation is one of the main factors that harm the ecological balance of the entire planet, not just Africa. Soil erosion, climate change, decreased rainfall, and many other unfavourable circumstances are partly the outcome of the clearance of forest cover for timber and agricultural land. Forested
areas all across Africa have been cleared for many reasons, one of them being cocoa, one of the continent’s largest cash crops. Four African nations, Céte d’'Ivoire, Ghana, Nigeria, and Cameroon, use enormous quantities of land to produce about three-quarters of the world’s cocoa. When the forest is lost, local communities lose the system that kept
them safe from floods. Forests function as a sponge, soaking up rainfall, stabilising soils, and continuously releasing water. Consequently, the soil structure changes, and the securely held soil particles are disturbed as the pace of deforestation in Africa rises. When it rains heavily, flash floods occur due to the loss of ground cover caused by
deforestation. When forest cover is cleared, runoff quickly enters streams, raising river levels and increasing the vulnerability of villages, cities, and agricultural fields to floods, particularly during the rainy season. Trees felled for a cocoa plantation inside the Scio Forest Reserve in western Ivory Coast. Photo by Mighty Earth. Trees felled for a cocoa
plantation inside the Scio Forest Reserve in western Ivory Coast. Photo by Mighty Earth Rainfall decreases along with the loss of rainforests. Agriculture has always been highly dependent on the weather, particularly in Africa. Farmers need a consistent supply of light, warmth, and precipitation to produce the food that all of us depend on. Africa’s
deforestation is increasing, resulting in less moisture being absorbed into the atmosphere. Less rain means increased chances of droughts. Currently, African nations are increasing their own financial responsibilities. For instance, Rwanda has pledged to restore two million hectares by 2020, tripling its restoration budget over the past five years,
while Malawi announced a US$4.5 million commitment for youth-led restoration implementation. You might also like: Deforestation in Africa: Causes, Effects, and Solutions 2. Air Pollution According to a 2019 NASA study, 780,000 premature deaths in Africa each year can be attributed to air pollution. High mortality rates are brought on by the
expansion of the oil and gas industry in Nigeria and South Africa, while deaths in West and Central Africa are mainly associated with fire emissions. According to a UNICEF research, outdoor air pollution deaths increased by 60% across Africa between 1990 and 2017. Air pollution in Africa can be traced back mainly to emissions of ozone, carbon
monoxide, sulphur oxides, sulphates, soot, and organic carbon from the gas industry and cities, which together account for more than 300,000 deaths each year. Power generation from coal is set to jump by 9% in 2021 to an all-time high of 10,350 terawatt-hours, said the IEA. You might also like: 3 Challenges to South Africa’s Clean Energy
Transition Despite the fact that one of the primary sources of air pollution is the burning of forests and fields, this practise is common in places with low human densities. Burning biomass is, therefore, ‘only’ the third-leading cause of fatalities brought on by air pollution, responsible for about 70,000 premature deaths every year. Governments and
private sector organisations who want to improve power connectivity in rural or sparsely inhabited areas have difficulties since many rural locations in Africa are isolated, a factor that inevitably raises the cost of capital infrastructure for energy distribution. Governments are investing in solar and wind power facilities to ensure that the people in
these areas have access to clean and affordable energy, thereby minimising the health hazards and diseases brought on by long-term exposure to burning wood fuel, coal, or using kerosene lights and stoves. Africa has made significant strides in the growth of its solar energy industry in recent years, with the continent seeing an increase of over 1.8W
in new solar installations, primarily led by Egypt, South Africa, Kenya, Namibia, and Ghana. In order to simultaneously speed up energy access and support sustainable economic growth, Africa’s renewable energy mix has increasingly switched away from conventional hydropower and thermal facilities to renewable alternatives. 3. Water Pollution
African communities face a serious threat from contaminated water. According to the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), an estimated 115 persons die in Africa every hour from illnesses brought on by poor hygiene, inadequate sanitation, and tainted water. You might also like: Water Crisis in South Africa: Causes,
Effects, And Solutions Fetching water from a reservoir used for animals, Oromia, Yabelo, Ethiopia. Image by: VCG Photo Water is a crucial component of well-being and good health. Unfortunately, there are innumerable African communities without access to clean, safe water for drinking, cooking, and personal hygiene. Additionally, freshwater
sources are contaminated by viruses, germs, parasites, and pollutants, creating a “water scarcity.” Tropical diseases including cholera, typhoid fever, dysentery, and diarrhoea ailments can spread because of a lack of water. Trachoma, an eye infection that can cause blindness, the plague, and typhus are some frequent illnesses. In order to access
clean drinking water, families must walk extremely long distances. Carrying large buckets of water back to their houses is a chore that frequently falls on the family’s female members and young girls. They often have to leave school early, missing out on the chance to further their education to support their family. These water-collecting expeditions
are risky and can potentially harm girls and women physically or sexually. You might also like: One Woman’s Mission to Fight Water Scarcity in Africa 4. Biodiversity Loss The biodiversity of Africa is crucial to the world. The continent is home to 22% of the world’s mammalian species, nearly a fifth of avian species, and one-sixth of all plant species.
Of the 36 biodiversity hotspots worldwide, eight are found in the continent. They include numerous endemic species and are the richest and most biologically endangered regions globally. A number of factors, including population growth, extensive farming techniques, fast urbanisation, infrastructural development, and illegal trafficking, are causing
the continent to see an unprecedented decline in biodiversity. Ranomafana, Madagascar. The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) singles out Madagascar and the islands of the Indian Ocean as being among the most endangered in Africa. According to IPBES, about one million species are
endangered with extinction and many more will be in the coming decades. By the end of the century, it is predicted that overuse and degradation of ecosystems will cause the extinction of 20-30% of lake species, a loss of 50-60% of African bird and mammal species, as well as wildlife and fisheries. To cope with these challenges, a regional strategy to
combat poaching and the illegal trade and transportation of wildlife and wildlife products has been developed by member nations of the EAC, including Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Burundi, South Sudan, and Rwanda, and is currently being implemented at both the regional and national levels. The approach is built on six main pillars: a stronger policy
framework, improved law enforcement capabilities, research and development, community engagement, and encouragement of regional and worldwide cooperation. You might also like: 10 of the Most Endangered Species in Africa 5. Oil Spills Africa’s top oil producer is Nigeria, where over 300 million litres of crude oil are produced daily and are
thought to be the source of 70% of the country’s earnings. Since petroleum was discovered in Nigeria more than 60 years ago, uncontrolled spills have been a common occurrence in the oil industry, the country’s main source of GDP. An estimated 240,000 barrels of crude oil are spilled in the Niger Delta each year, poisoning agriculture, waterways,
and the atmosphere with hazardous chemicals. Over 40 million litres of crude oil are spilled in the Niger Delta each year, killing people and harming the ecosystem there in the process. Between 1976 and 2014, the oil-rich region experienced more than 12,000 oil spill occurrences, according to a 2018 report by the Journal of Health and Pollution.
More than half of them were a result of tanker accidents and pipeline degradation. According to a study linking environmental pollution to infant and child mortality rates in the Niger Delta, oil spills within 10 kilometres of a mother’s home increased neonatal mortality rates and negatively impacted the health of the mother’s living offspring. Two
men walk in an oil slick covering a creek near Bodo City. Photo by: Sunday Alamba/AP. Oil companies have also been accused of failing to uphold their legal obligation to clean up spills within 24 hours as required by Nigerian law. Amnesty International charged Shell and Eni - the two biggest businesses in the Niger Delta - of negligence in how they
handled local oil spills. According to the campaign group, the environmental disaster in the Niger Delta had gotten worse because of the companies’ “irresponsible response” to oil spills. Both companies, however, have since refuted this claim. If you enjoyed this article about the biggest environmental issues in Africa, make sure to check out our
Series of Environmental Problems around the world. So far, we’ve covered the United States, Canada, the Philippines, Europe, India, Hong Kong, and China. You might also like: 16 Biggest Environmental Problems of Our Lifetime The planet Earth is in critical condition and the African continent is no exception. Every day the environmental situation
worsens and, if we do not improve our habits, the irreversible consequences will be noted very soon. Africa is the hottest continent, the poorest and second with the most dangerously contaminated cities in the world. Of the more than 1.3 billion people who live in Africa, more than 60% of the population live in conditions of poverty or extreme poverty
and must support continuous environmental crises that are charged millions of human and animal lives per year. In order to raise awareness, in this ecology article, we will explain the 9 main environmental problems in Africa. The shortage of natural resources indispensable for life, such as Potable water and fertile earthis one of the main
environmental problems in Africa. It affects both human populations and animal populations, which day by day they must fight to get water and vegetation to stock up. The shortage of water in the continent is due to the little natural abundance of fresh water, the few rainfall, to the contamination of existing water bodies and the poor management of
water resources. It is estimated that approximately 60% of the population of sub -Saharan Africa countries They have no direct access to drinking water. To learn more about water scarcity, do not hesitate to read the following Ecology Verde article where it is explained what is the shortage of water, its causes and consequences. In the case of the
Earth, there are studies that suggest that 65% of the land used to cultivate in Africa is so damaged that it will not allow short -term sustainable agriculture. This soil degradation implies that There are not enough cultivable land to supply the growing African population. If you are interested in knowing more details on this topic, visit the article where
we explain what it is and how soil degradation can be avoided. When we talk about pollution in Africa we cannot ignore air pollution. Many of the countries with the worst air quality in the world are found in Africa: Somalia, Kenia, Chad, South Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Nigeria, Congo, Angola, South Africa, Mali, Ghana, Algeria and Egypt are some of
the African countries where the level of pollution in the air is so high that it is a worrying damage to health. Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), infections and cancers in the respiratory tract are three of the ten main causes of human death in the world. All these diseases are related to air pollution and, only in Africa, cause more than 1
million deaths every year. He poor establishment and compliance with regulations that regulate the issuance of co2 and other harmful gases are the main factor of air pollution in Africa. In addition, various studies indicate that Exposure to dust storms from the Sahara desert cause more than half a million deaths a year throughout the continent
because it promotes respiratory, cardiovascular and infectious diseases. You can find out more on the subject, visiting the following ecology article Verde we explain to you atmospheric pollution: causes, consequences and solutions. In addition to shortage, there are other problems with water in Africa derived from pollution. Frequently, wastewater
and Incorrectly treated toxic waste of the factories, the countryside and the cities end contaminated the scarce bodies of fresh water that is in Africa. This contaminated water alters trophic chains and ecosystems and is used by many people to drink, bathe and cook. Contaminated water consumption is the main cause of infection of intestinal
parasites, bacteria and viruses that cause poisoning and diarrheal diseases in humans. Diarrheal diseases are among the 10 main causes of human death in underdeveloped countries and it is known that in Africa they are charged between 500 thousand and 1.3 million lives a year. It has also been shown that many of the fish and shellfish that are
marketed in Africa are harmful to human consumption because they come from contaminated water. Learn more on the subject in these other Ecology Verdes to know what industrial discharges are and their treatment or the causes and consequences of water pollution. Africa has 6 of the countries with the greatest number of forested forest areas in
the last 30 years worldwide: Democratic Republic of Congo, Madagascar, Kenya, Cameroon, Nigeria and Ethiopia. This massive deforestation is due to: Agricultural overexploitation Livestock Housing construction The timber industry The use of firewood as the main fuel when cooking Illegal plants traffic In addition to the human incidence, soil
infertility is one of the consequences of the geographical location of Africa. Due to the arid or semi -arid nature of the weather, the erosion of the soil and the constant droughts, the degradation and natural desertification of the African soils take place. Soil degradation prevents it from being fertile. Taking into account that the subsistence method of
more than 40% of the African population is based on agriculture, the growing degradation and desertification of soils are a huge environmental and economic problem. You can continue informing you about droughts and desertification in the following Ecology Verde articles where you can know what drought, its causes and consequences and
desertification: definition, causes and consequences. In Africa there are almost a third of the world’s mining resources. In Ghana and South Africa are two of the largest gold reserves. Specifically in South Africa is the largest chrome site, while in the Democratic Republic of the Congo is the largest Coltan reserve. On the other hand, in Botsuana and
Democratic Republic of the Congo are two of the world’s largest diamond reserves. Basically, the African continent has almost 20% of uranium worldwide In addition to containing a great abundance of minerals such as iron, copper, cobalt and platinum. Most of the mining exploitation in Africa occurs illegally. These activities are carried out at an
unsustainable pace and harm the environment because They are not regulated by any government entity. Nor are they advised by environmental organizations or comply with any of the laws of soil protection, flora, fauna or natural resources. Large percentage of mining gains are embezzled and used to finance war conflicts and corrupt governments.
If you want to know more, do not hesitate to take a look at this Ecology Verde article to know how mineral extraction affects the environment. In Africa, poaching and illegal trafficking of endemic flora and fauna is so high that despite the persecution given to hunters and smuggers, more and more species that enter into the list of endangered or
Critical danger of extinction. Some examples are African elephants and lions. It is an environmental problem that enriches a few but harms all humanity and nature. In the event that you want to learn more about the situation of animals in Africa, do not hesitate to read articles such as in danger of extinction in Africa in Ecology Verde. In Africa, basic
hygiene and sanitation are so poorly considered a serious public health problem. There is no correct treatment of solid waste or wastewater, which contributes to the contamination of water bodies and the spread of viruses and infectious diseases. The shortage of economic resources prevents financing urban sanitation projects And the water is so
scarce, that more than half of the population does not have showers, washing machines or toilets in their homes. Africa is considered an overpopulated continent because it houses more people than its natural resources can supply. More than 40% of the African population It is found in extreme poverty situation And because the continent has the
highest birth rate in the world (with an average of 4.7 children per woman), it is expected that the shortage of natural resources, environmental problems and poverty index will increase significantly in the coming years. In the following Ecology Verde, we are talking about world overpopulation: causes, consequences and solutions. He Climate change
in Africa It is one of the most obvious in the world. This is reflected in the continuous increase in temperature, the decrease in rainfall and the worsening of droughts, the hasty degradation of soils, the flooding of the coasts and the excessive propagation of infectious diseases. Here you can learn more about the effects of climate change and solutions
for climate change. If you want to read more articles similar to Environmental problems in Africawe recommend that you enter our pollution category. Leén, FM (2019). What are the most polluted countries and cities in the world? Time.com | Meteored Available at: Aquae Foundation. (2021). The most contaminated cities in the world - Aquae
Foundation. Aquae Foundation. Available at: Caballero, C. (2016). Deaths due to air pollution. The country. Available at: Published in Climate Change Poverty in Africa is a complex and wide-ranging issue that impacts millions of lives every day. Political instability, uneven distribution of natural and government resources, and climate change all
contribute to this multi-dimensional problem. And the people who are most affected are often those in rural and remote areas.In this blog post, we’ll explore the underlying causes of poverty in Africa and their profound effects on families. We’ll note some research findings to shed light on why this issue is so persistent in this part of the world. And
we’ll share the good news of the community-led programs facilitated by Outreach International and the sustainable solutions they can lead to.A Closer Look at the Causes and Effects of Poverty in AfricaEconomic Challenges and UnemploymentIn 2015 the United Nations committed itself to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in its efforts to
end global poverty. Its goals include improvements in health, education, equality, economic development, and environmental improvement by 2030.However, at this point in time, Africa is not on track to meet these goals. Africa has the highest extreme poverty rates globally, with 23 of the world’s 28 poorest countries, which have extreme poverty
rates above 30%. Using the poverty line of $1.90 per day, Africa’s extreme poverty rate was recently estimated to be about 35.5%. This rate is 6.8 times higher than the average for the rest of the world.One of the key factors contributing to poverty in Africa is economic instability. High rates of unemployment, income inequality, and economic policies
that sometimes fail to prioritize the needs of the most vulnerable citizens of an African nation all play a role. For instance, in sub-Saharan Africa, youth unemployment rates are staggeringly high. This makes it difficult for young people to secure a stable livelihood. Income inequality adds to the issue, with an extremely uneven distribution of wealth
leaving many struggling to meet even their most basic household needs. This issue of economic disparity not only affects individual families but spreads through entire communities, preventing progress and development.Health Issues and Access to Medical CareA person’s physical health is central to their overall well-being. But many communities
within several African nations lack access to adequate healthcare. This puts them at unusually high risk of preventable illness and a lack of injury treatment. These issues not only result in a lower day-to-day quality of life but also have wider-ranging implications for stifling economic growth and development. This is especially true for communities in
rural and remote areas.And the COVID-19 pandemic only made matters more difficult for many of these communities. The Institute for Security Studies states that about 30 million more Africans fell into extreme poverty (living on less than US $1.90 a day) when COVID-19 broke out in 2020. Health problems can lead to reduced productivity and
increased healthcare expenses. These factors perpetuate an unending cycle of chronic poverty. When people are too ill or injured to work or attend school, they cannot make strides toward prosperity. Addressing these health challenges is essential to breaking this cycle.The community of Boyole, Malawi, was dealing with the most serious issue of a
high mortality rate for children under five. The community-led organization in Boyole, the Tithandizane Organization, realized that children and young mothers lacked adequate access to the healthcare necessary to solve this problem. The organization submitted a proposal to Outreach International, which approved the project. Now, families in
Boyole have a permanent clinic with a dedicated healthcare professional that is managed by the government health department. This successful project has led to adequate healthcare for 1,800 young children and their mothers, and is a shining example of the effectiveness of the community-led development process. (Read more about the Boyole
children’s clinic.)Impact on EducationEducation is the surest way to escape poverty. But in Africa, it’s not uncommon for children to face barriers to accessing quality education. Geographic distance from adequate schools and inadequate resources in existing schools create significant hurdles for students. Also, children in impoverished families must
often contribute to the necessary work of subsistence living, such as fetching water from a distant source and irrigating crops by hand. These time-consuming tasks can prevent a child from finding the time to attend school. This perpetuates the cycle of poverty into the next generation.Also, the role of education in empowering adults cannot be
overstated. Job skills training, literacy, and community development project competency all equip people with the skills and knowledge they need to improve their lives. But the lack of educational opportunities in impoverished areas hinders progress even for adults.But Outreach-affiliated communities always seem to find a way to overcome their
poverty-related issues, even under the most difficult of circumstances. During the COVID-19 pandemic, while poverty rates were spiking throughout Africa, our community groups got to work. They set up training sessions where community members learned how to make masks. They sourced their own supplies, created a source of income, and
protected their communities in the process.Environmental Factors and Resource ScarcityAfrica’s current environmental challenges also create poverty-related issues. Drought, deforestation, and resource scarcity are all contributing factors. And there’s abundant evidence that climate change is exacerbating these problems. These environmental
factors often lead to serious poverty-related issues, including food insecurity, the hardship of displacement, and increased competition for limited resources.Access to clean water, arable land, and other natural resources is essential for sustainable development. When these resources are scarce or mismanaged, it perpetuates extreme poverty in
vulnerable communities. Addressing these environmental issues is not only a matter of ecological stability but also a pathway to economic growth and sustainable development.Unequal Distribution of Wealth and ResourcesWealth and resources in Africa are often not evenly distributed in a way that includes remote areas. Some regions and
communities have abundant access to natural and government resources and the opportunities they provide, while others do not. This unequal distribution perpetuates disparities in living standards and equal access to essential services.For instance, in some African countries, like many places in the world, a small percentage of the population
controls a significant portion of the nation’s wealth. This leaves the majority of people struggling to meet their needs. According to the United Nations, the poverty rate in rural areas in Africa is 17.2%, which is more than three times higher than in urban areas, at 5.3%. This unequal distribution of wealth in Africa can lead to social unrest and
instability, making poverty alleviation even more challenging.Outreach International’s Impact: Community-Led Solutions to Build a Better FutureOutreach International is making a tangible difference in the lives of communities in several African countries. We're dedicated to empowering local communities through innovative solutions and
sustainable development projects. Our goal is to demonstrate to people who live in even the most extreme poverty that they have the power within themselves to improve their own lives.Innovative Approaches and Sustainable DevelopmentOutreach International is working with communities in the African countries of DR Congo, Zambia, and Malawi.
We help communities solve their poverty-related issues with the methodology of community-led development. This work is based on the idea that improvements are most likely to be sustained if the people who benefit from the solution are involved in the process. Every community has a unique set of issues that keep it in a state of chronic poverty.
This is why the people who live with these issues are the ones who are most qualified to identify and solve them. By involving community members in development projects, we empower them to learn, lead, and begin to solve issues on their own.Poverty in Africa is a complex issue with deep-seated causes, but it’s not insurmountable. Outreach
International is creating positive change, and community-led organizations are making strides every day to lift themselves out of poverty and into a life filled with prosperity and hope that can last for generations.How to HelpThe fight against poverty in Africa is not one that can be waged by organizations alone; it requires the collective efforts of
individuals like you. You can contribute to alleviating poverty in Africa through Outreach International with your donations.



