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Christians	believe	that	there	is	only	one	God,	whom	they	call	Father	as	Jesus	Christ	taught	them.	Jesus	Christians	recognise	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God	who	was	sent	to	save	mankind	from	death	and	sin.	Jesus	Christ	taught	that	he	was	Son	of	God.	His	teachings	can	be	summarised,	briefly	as	the	love	of	God	and	love	of	one's	neighbour.	Jesus	said	that	he
had	come	to	fulfil	God's	law	rather	than	teach	it.	Justification	by	faith	Christians	believe	in	justification	by	faith	-	that	through	their	belief	in	Jesus	as	the	Son	of	God,	and	in	his	death	and	resurrection,	they	can	have	a	right	relationship	with	God	whose	forgiveness	was	made	once	and	for	all	through	the	death	of	Jesus	Christ.	The	Trinity	Christians
believe	in	the	Trinity	-	that	is,	in	God	as	Father,	Son	and	Holy	Spirit.	Some	confuse	this	and	think	that	Christians	believe	in	three	separate	gods,	which	they	don't.	Christians	believe	that	God	took	human	form	as	Jesus	Christ	and	that	God	is	present	today	through	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	evident	in	the	actions	of	believers.	Life	after	death
Christians	believe	that	there	is	a	life	after	earthly	death.	While	the	actual	nature	of	this	life	is	not	known,	Christians	believe	that	many	spiritual	experiences	in	this	life	help	to	give	them	some	idea	of	what	eternal	life	will	be	like.	The	Saints	These	days,	the	word	saint	is	most	commonly	used	to	refer	to	a	Christian	who	has	lived	a	particularly	good	and
holy	life	on	earth,	and	with	whom	miracles	are	claimed	to	have	been	associated	after	their	death.	The	formal	title	of	Saint	is	conferred	by	the	Roman	Catholic	and	Orthodox	Churches	through	a	process	called	canonisation.	Members	of	these	Churches	also	believe	that	Saints	created	in	this	way	can	intercede	with	God	on	behalf	of	people	who	are	alive
today.	This	is	not	accepted	by	most	Protestants.	In	the	Bible,	however,	the	word	saint	is	used	as	a	description	of	anyone	who	is	a	committed	believer,	particularly	by	St.	Paul	in	the	New	Testament	(e.g.	Ephesians	1.1.	and	1.15).	Candles	Prayer	is	the	means	by	which	Christians	communicate	with	their	God.	The	New	Testament	records	that	Jesus	taught
his	disciples	how	to	pray	and	that	he	encouraged	them	to	address	God	as	Father.	Christians	believe	that	they	continue	this	tradition.	Sometimes	the	prayers	are	formal	and	part	of	a	ritual	laid	down	for	hundreds	of	years.	Others	are	personal	and	spontaneous,	and	come	from	personal	or	group	need.	Whilst	prayer	is	often	directed	to	God	as	Father,	as
taught	by	Jesus,	some	traditions	encourage	prayer	to	God	through	intermediaries	such	as	saints	and	martyrs.	Prayers	through	Mary,	as	the	mother	of	God,	are	central	to	some	churches	and	form	a	traditional	part	of	their	worship.	The	Church	The	Christian	church	is	fundamental	to	believers.	Although	it	has	many	faults	it	is	recognised	as	God's	body
on	earth.	The	church	is	the	place	where	the	Christian	faith	is	nurtured	and	where	the	Holy	Spirit	is	manifest	on	earth.	It	is	where	Christians	are	received	into	the	faith	and	where	they	are	brought	together	into	one	body	through	the	Eucharist.	Baptism	The	Christian	church	believes	in	one	baptism	into	the	Christian	church,	whether	this	be	as	an	infant
or	as	an	adult,	as	an	outward	sign	of	an	inward	commitment	to	the	teachings	of	Jesus.	Eucharist	Eucharist	is	a	Greek	word	for	thanksgiving.	Its	celebration	is	to	commemorate	the	final	meal	that	Jesus	took	with	his	disciples	before	his	death	(the	Last	Supper).	This	rite	comes	from	the	actions	of	Jesus	who,	at	that	meal,	took	bread	and	wine	and	asked
his	disciples	to	consume	them	and	continue	to	do	so	in	memory	of	him.	At	the	meal,	the	wine	represented	his	blood	and	the	bread	his	body.	The	Eucharist	(also	known	as	a	Communion	meal	in	some	churches)	is	central	to	the	Church	and	is	recognised	as	a	sign	of	unity	amongst	Christians.	Different	Churches	understand	and	practice	the	Eucharist	in
different	ways.	As	a	result,	the	central	ideas	of	the	Eucharist	can	cause	disharmony	rather	than	unity.	For	example,	the	idea	that	Christ	is	present	in	the	bread	and	wine	is	interpreted	literally	by	some	churches	and	metaphorically	by	others.	This	has	given	rise	to	substantial	and	often	irreconcilable	disagreement.	Scripture	We	believe	in	the	plenary-
verbal	inspiration	of	the	accepted	canon	of	the	Scriptures	as	originally	given	and	that	they	are	infallibly	and	uniquely	authoritative	and	free	from	error	of	any	sort	in	all	matters	with	which	they	deal,	including	scientific	and	historical	as	well	as	moral	and	theological	(2	Timothy	3:16;	1	Corinthians	2:13).	God	We	believe	in	the	Eternal	Godhead	who	has
revealed	Himself	as	ONE	God	existing	in	THREE	persons:	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit;	distinguishable	but	indivisible	(Matthew	28:19;	2	Corinthians	13:14).	Biblical	History	We	believe	in	the	full	historicity	and	perspicuity	of	the	Biblical	record	of	primeval	history,	including	the	literal	existence	of	Adam	and	Eve	as	the	progenitors	of	all	people,	the
literal	fall	and	resultant	divine	curse	on	the	creation,	the	worldwide	cataclysmic	deluge,	and	the	origin	of	nations	and	languages	at	the	tower	of	Babel	(Genesis	1-11).	Creation	We	believe	in	the	creation,	test	and	fall	of	man	as	recorded	in	Genesis	and	his	total	spiritual	depravity	and	inability	to	attain	to	divine	righteousness	(Romans	3:10-18).	Jesus
Christ	We	believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	Savior	of	men,	conceived	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary,	without	sin,	completely	God	and	completely	man.	We	believe	Christ	died	for	our	sins	and	experienced	the	human	pain	of	a	torturous	cross,	was	buried	and	rose	again	the	third	day,	and	personally	appeared	to	His	disciples	(Luke	1:26-35;
John	1:18;	Isaiah	7:14;	9:6,	1	Corinthians	15:14;	Romans	4:25).	Salvation	We	believe	in	salvation	by	grace	through	faith.	We	believe	in	the	salvation	of	sinners	by	grace,	through	repentance	and	faith	in	the	perfect	and	sufficient	work	of	the	cross	of	Calvary	by	which	we	obtain	remission	of	sins.	We	rest	in	the	perfect	sacrifice	of	Jesus	on	the	cross,	and
lean	solely	on	Gods	sovereignty	in	all	eternal	matters.	(Ephesians	1:5-6,	Ephesians	2:8-9;	Hebrews	9:12,	22;	Romans	5:11).	Water	Baptism	We	believe	in	the	necessity	of	water	baptism	by	immersion	in	the	name	of	the	Eternal	Godhead	in	order	to	fulfill	the	command	of	Christ	(Matthew	28;19;	Acts	2:37-39;	19:1-6).	Spirit-Filled	Living	We	believe	the
Holy	Spirit	inhabits	and	empowers	every	believer	to	live	a	life	that	brings	glory	to	God.	His	purpose	on	earth	is	to	provide	every	believer	with	the	tools	necessary	to	exemplify	the	life	weve	been	called	to	live	according	to	the	commands	of	Jesus	Christ.	We	believe	in	the	Spirit-filled	life	is	a	life	of	separation	from	the	world,	perfecting	holiness	in	the	fear
of	God	as	an	expression	of	Christian	faith	(Ephesians	5:18;	1	Corinthians	6:14;	7:1).	Communion	We	believe	in	the	Table	of	the	Lord,	commonly	called	Communion	or	the	Lords	Supper,	for	believers	(1	Corinthians	11:28-32).	Spiritual	Gifts	We	believe	in	the	operation	of	the	gifts	of	the	Spirit	as	enumerated	in	1	Corinthians	12-14	and	as	manifested	in
the	Early	Church.	Marriage	We	believe	in	the	sanctity	of	marriage	as	established	by	the	Holy	Scriptures,	that	God	created	marriage,	and	that	the	only	legitimate	marriage	is	the	joining	of	one	man	and	one	woman.	(Genesis	2:24;	Romans	7:2-3;	1	Corinthians	7:10-11;	Ephesians	5:22-33).	Healing	We	believe	in	the	healing	of	the	body	by	Divine	Power,	or
Divine	healing	in	its	varied	aspects	as	practiced	in	the	Early	Church	(Acts	4:30;	Romans	8:11;	1	Corinthians	12:9;	James	5:1	).	Giving	&	God's	Blessing	We	believe	giving	is	a	biblical	and	natural	response	to	the	atoning	and	regenerating	work	of	Jesus.	According	to	scripture	giving	should	be	willing,	cheerful,	regular	in	pattern,	generous,	and	sacrificial.
We	believe	the	Tithe	(the	first	10%	of	ones	income)	is	a	biblical	outline	for	a	giving	lifestyle	that	spans	both	the	old	and	new	testaments	making	it	trans-covenantal.	We	believe	that	total-life	prosperity	is	the	will	of	God	for	every	believer.	(Deuteronomy	8:18,	Mark	12:42-44,	Acts	4:32-22	1	Corinthians	16:2,	2	Corinthians	8:2-9;	9:6-15).	Eternal	Life	We
believe	in	eternal	life	for	believers	(John	5:24;	3:16)	and	eternal	punishment	for	unbelievers	(Mark	9:43-58;	2	Thessalonians	1:9;	Revelation	20:10-15).	The	End	We	believe	that	Jesus	Christ	will	come	again	to	earth,	personally	and	visibly,	to	consummate	history	and	the	eternal	plan	of	God.	We	wait	with	great	anticipation.	(Matthew	16:27,	Matthew
24:36-42,	Acts	1:11,	1	Thessalonians	4:15-5:4,	Revelation	22:20-21)	Curious	minds	seeking	to	understand	what	does	the	Catholic	faith	believe	are	met	with	a	set	of	distinct	beliefs:	a	trust	in	the	Trinity,	the	complex	nature	of	Jesus	as	divine	and	human,	and	the	power	of	sacraments	in	spiritually	nourishing	the	congregation.	This	article	unpacks	these
tenets,	the	Catholic	churchs	structure,	and	its	rich	tapestry	of	scripture	and	tradition,	without	spoiling	the	detailed	exploration	to	follow.Key	TakeawaysCentral	to	Catholic	theology	are	the	beliefs	in	the	Holy	Trinity,	the	incarnation	of	Jesus	Christ	as	both	divine	and	human,	and	the	celebration	of	life-giving	sacraments	which	are	foundational	to	the
faith	and	daily	practice	of	Catholics.The	Catholic	Church	has	a	hierarchical	structure	with	the	Pope	at	its	head,	maintaining	apostolic	succession	and	theological	consistency	globally,	and	serving	as	a	unified	body	that	fosters	communal	expressions	of	faith	and	missions.The	Catholic	faith	integrates	Scripture	and	sacred	tradition	as	essential	sources	of
divine	revelation,	with	moral	teachings	derived	from	the	Ten	Commandments	and	the	Beatitudes	guiding	believers	toward	a	virtuous	Christian	life.	Catholicism	is	underpinned	by	a	profound	belief	system	that	shapes	its	followers	spiritual	landscape.	Central	to	the	Catholic	faith	are	the	doctrines	of	the	Holy	Trinity,	the	divinity	and	humanity	of	Jesus
Christ,	and	the	life-giving	sacraments	that	constitute	the	bedrock	of	Catholic	theology.	The	Catholic	church	teaches	that	these	tenets	are	not	merely	historical	artifacts	but	vibrant	truths	that	animate	the	Catholic	life	and	fuel	the	quest	for	eternal	salvation.The	Catholic	Church	professes	faith	in	a	God	who	transcends	all,	yet	is	intimately	involved	in	the
world	through	the	mysteries	of	the	Holy	Trinity	and	Jesus	Christs	incarnation.	These	fundamental	beliefs	are	not	mere	theories,	they	permeate	the	Catholic	life	through	liturgy,	prayer,	and	daily	acts	of	faith.	They	are	the	spiritual	DNA	of	Roman	Catholics,	passed	down	through	generations,	from	the	early	church	to	todays	diverse	global	community	of
believers,	embodying	what	the	Catholic	Church	believes.	Roman	Catholic	theologians	have	played	a	significant	role	in	shaping	these	beliefs.The	Holy	TrinityThe	Holy	Trinity,	a	divine	mystery	and	cornerstone	of	Catholic	belief,	embodies	the	very	essence	of	Christianity.	In	the	unity	of	the	one	God,	the	catholic	church	teaches	the	coexistence	of	three
distinct	Persons:	the	Father,	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	each	fully	divine	and	co-eternal,	none	preceding	or	surpassing	the	other.	This	central	tenet,	deeply	rooted	in	apostolic	tradition	and	inspired	by	the	Greek	word	for	threefold,	is	a	testament	to	Gods	complex	nature,	as	well	as	a	symbol	of	perfect	unity	and	love	within	the	Godhead.Building	on	the
sacred	tradition	of	early	Christians,	Catholic	theologians	confirm	that	the	Son	is	eternally	begotten	of	the	Father	and	the	Holy	Spirit	proceeds	from	both	-	a	truth	enshrined	in	the	baptismal	formula	and	the	Nicene	Creed.	The	doctrine	of	the	Trinity	profoundly	influences	Catholic	life,	informing	the	understanding	of	Gods	nature	and	actions	in	the	world,
and	it	is	echoed	in	the	acts	of	worship,	from	the	sign	of	the	cross	to	the	celebration	of	the	Catholic	Mass.Jesus	Christ	For	Catholics,	Jesus	Christ	perfectly	embodies	Gods	love	and	serves	as	the	bridge	between	the	divine	and	human	realms.	The	Catholic	Church	holds	that	Jesus,	the	Son	of	God,	is	both	fully	divine	and	fully	human,	unifying	two	natures
in	one	person	without	confusion	or	separation.	His	life,	teachings,	and	sacrifice	on	the	cross	are	not	only	historical	events	but	also	present	realities	that	continue	to	offer	grace,	guidance,	and	the	promise	of	eternal	life	to	all	who	follow	Him.Titles	such	as	Christ,	Lord,	and	Savior	reflect	the	multifaceted	aspects	of	His	identity	and	His	redemptive
mission,	offering	a	model	of	holiness	and	the	ultimate	path	to	salvation.	In	the	Catholic	Church,	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	is	not	only	revered	as	the	founder	of	the	church	but	also	as	the	high	priest.The	Sacraments	The	sacraments	represent	visible	signs	of	unseen	grace,	serving	as	channels	for	Gods	grace	to	permeate	the	lives	of	the	faithful.	The	Catholic
church	teaches	that	there	are	seven	sacraments,	each	instituted	by	Christ	and	entrusted	to	the	Church:BaptismConfirmationThe	EucharistReconciliationAnointing	of	the	SickMarriageHoly	OrdersEach	sacrament	serves	distinct	purposes	in	the	Christian	life.	Through	these	divine	mysteries,	Catholics	experience	the	transformative	power	of	Gods	grace,
strengthening	and	nourishing	their	faith.From	Baptisms	renewing	waters	to	the	holy	bond	of	Marriage,	the	sacraments	signify	major	milestones	in	life	and	faith.	They	offer	healing,	forgiveness,	and	the	sustenance	of	holy	communion,	deepening	the	relationship	between	the	divine	and	the	devotee.The	Eucharist,	in	particular,	occupies	a	place	of	central
importance	in	the	Catholic	Church,	as	believers	partake	in	what	is	not	merely	symbolic	but	a	profound	encounter	with	the	true	body	and	blood	of	Christ.	This	sacrament	is	a	cornerstone	of	Catholic	worship,	uniting	the	faithful	intimately	with	the	Lord	and	with	each	other	in	the	mystery	of	faith.	It	is	celebrated	during	the	Mass,	which	is	the	highest
form	of	worship	for	Catholics,	and	it	fulfills	Jesus	Christ's	command	at	the	Last	Supper	to	"do	this	in	memory	of	Me."The	Eucharist	is	more	than	just	a	ritual;	it	is	an	act	of	thanksgiving	and	remembrance,	a	participation	in	the	sacrificial	offering	of	Jesus	on	the	cross.	Through	this	sacrament,	Catholics	believe	they	receive	the	grace	necessary	for	a	true
Christian	life	and	are	spiritually	nourished	to	be	the	body	of	Christ	in	the	world.	The	Role	of	the	Church	With	its	deep	historical	roots	and	vibrant	global	presence,	the	Catholic	Church	stands	as	the	custodian	and	purveyor	of	divine	truth.	It	traces	its	origins	to	the	apostolic	church	established	by	Jesus	Christ	in	33AD,	sustained	by	the	promise	that	it
will	never	fall	away	from	the	truth.	The	Churchs	role	extends	beyond	the	preservation	of	doctrine;	it	is	a	living	body,	continuously	growing	and	adapting	while	staying	firmly	grounded	in	the	apostolic	tradition	that	dates	back	to	the	first	century.	Among	other	Christian	churches,	the	Catholic	Church	holds	a	unique	position	as	the	original	Christian
Church	in	its	connection	to	Jesus	Christ	and	the	apostolic	tradition.	It	is	the	true	Church.As	a	worldwide	institution	with	over	1.5	billion	Catholics,	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	represents	not	only	a	collection	of	beliefs	but	a	community	bound	by	a	shared	faith	and	mission.	It	is	through	this	communal	structure	that	Catholics	believe	they	are	called	to
live	out	the	teachings	of	Jesus,	support	one	another,	and	extend	the	message	of	the	gospel	to	all	corners	of	the	earth.	This	unity	is	evident	in	the	Churchs	hierarchical	organization,	which	ensures	that	the	Catholic	faith	is	consistently	taught	and	practiced	worldwide.Hierarchy	and	LeadershipWithin	the	Catholic	Church,	a	structured	hierarchy	ensures
the	faithful	stewardship	of	the	Churchs	teachings	and	sacraments.	At	the	apex	of	this	hierarchy	are	the	bishops,	considered	the	successors	to	the	apostles,	who	hold	the	responsibility	of	teaching,	governing,	and	sanctifying	the	people	of	God.	The	consecration	of	a	bishop,	a	sacred	act	that	requires	a	mandate	from	the	Holy	See,	ties	the	leadership	of
the	Church	directly	to	its	apostolic	roots.The	Catholic	Church	is	organized	into	dioceses	and	parishes,	each	shepherded	by	bishops	and	priests	who	provide	spiritual	guidance	and	pastoral	care	to	their	congregations.	Deacons	also	play	a	vital	role	in	the	Churchs	mission,	serving	the	community	through	preaching,	teaching,	and	ministering	to	those	in
need.	This	ecclesiastical	structure	is	not	merely	administrative;	it	is	a	reflection	of	the	Churchs	commitment	to	bringing	the	presence	of	Christ	to	all	through	the	sacraments	and	the	Word	of	God.The	PopeLeading	the	Catholic	Church	is	the	Pope,	the	Bishop	of	Rome,	who	personifies	the	apostolic	succession	initiated	by	Apostle	Peter,	the	first	Pope.	As
the	Vicar	of	Jesus	Christ,	the	Pope	holds	a	unique	position	of	authority	within	the	Catholic	faith,	serving	as	the	supreme	pastor	and	a	visible	sign	of	unity	for	the	universal	Church.	His	role	extends	beyond	governance;	he	is	a	spiritual	leader	who	guides	the	Church	through	teachings,	pastoral	care,	and	the	embodiment	of	Christs	love	for	humanity.The
doctrine	of	papal	infallibility,	a	cornerstone	of	Roman	Catholic	theology,	asserts	that:The	Pope	is	preserved	from	error	when	proclaiming	definitive	teachings	on	faith	and	morals.This	belief	underscores	the	Popes	role	in	preserving	the	integrity	of	the	Catholic	Churchs	teachings.It	ensures	that	the	faithful	receive	clear	and	unambiguous	guidance	on
matters	essential	to	their	salvation.In	communion	with	the	Pope,	Catholics	find	a	source	of	spiritual	unity,	affirming	their	identity	as	members	of	the	one,	holy,	Catholic,	and	apostolic	church,	also	known	as	the	Holy	Catholic	Church.A	common	misunderstanding	of	the	doctrine	of	papal	infallibility	is	that	the	Pope	is	considered	incapable	of	error	in	all
his	statements	and	actions,	which	is	not	the	case.	In	reality,	papal	infallibility	is	a	narrowly	defined	doctrine	within	the	Roman	Catholic	Church,	which	maintains	that	the	Pope	is	preserved	from	the	possibility	of	error	only	when	he	proclaims,	by	a	definitive	act,	a	doctrine	pertaining	to	faith	or	morals	to	be	held	by	the	whole	Church.	This	infallibility	is
not	an	attribute	that	characterizes	the	Pope's	entire	life	or	every	pronouncement	he	makes.	It	has	been	invoked	very	rarely	in	the	history	of	the	Church,	with	the	most	recognized	instances	being	the	dogmatic	definitions	of	the	Immaculate	Conception	of	Mary	in	1854	and	the	Assumption	of	Mary	in	1950.Scripture	and	TraditionScripture	and	sacred
tradition,	the	twin	pillars	of	Catholic	Church	teachings,	guide	believers	in	their	faith	comprehension	and	their	relationship	with	God.	The	Bible,	revered	as	the	inspired	word	of	God,	is	a	living	document	that	speaks	to	believers	in	every	age,	providing	a	narrative	of	Gods	unfolding	relationship	with	humanity.	Sacred	tradition,	distinct	yet	intimately
connected	to	Scripture,	is	the	living	transmission	of	the	Word	of	God,	entrusted	to	the	Church	by	the	apostles	under	the	guidance	of	the	Holy	Spirit.For	Catholics,	engaging	with	Scripture	and	tradition	is	not	a	passive	activity;	it	is	a	dynamic	process	that	involves	reflection,	interpretation,	and	application	to	ones	life.	The	Church,	through	its
magisterium,	continuously	draws	from	this	deposit	of	faith	to	offer	new	insights	and	teachings	that	respond	to	the	challenges	of	the	contemporary	world	without	altering	the	foundational	revelation	contained	within.	This	ensures	that	the	Catholic	faith	remains	both	timeless	and	timely,	a	beacon	of	truth	and	wisdom	in	an	ever-changing	world.The
BibleThe	Bible,	a	source	of	spiritual	sustenance	and	divine	revelation,	occupies	a	central	role	in	Catholic	life.	The	Bible	offers	a	diverse	tapestry	of	truths	that	have	sustained	the	faith	of	generations	of	believers.	It	tells	the	story	of	Gods	covenantal	relationship	with	His	people,	a	narrative	that	is	to	be	read	in	the	light	of	both	the	Old	and	New
Testaments	to	fully	comprehend	Gods	salvific	plan.Catholics	are	called	to	engage	with	the	Bible	not	as	a	historical	artifact	but	as	a	living	conversation	with	God	that	reveals	His	will	and	guides	their	actions.	Through	practices	like	lectio	divina,	believers	are	invited	to	meditate	on	the	Scriptures,	allowing	the	holy	spirit	to	illuminate	their	minds	and
hearts,	transforming	the	divine	word	into	lived	experience.	This	engagement	with	Gods	word	is	central	to	the	catholic	faith,	shaping	the	moral	and	spiritual	journey	of	each	believer.Sacred	TraditionIn	Catholic	theology,	sacred	tradition	goes	beyond	just	passing	down	cultural	customs	-	it	is	the	living	embodiment	of	the	apostolic	faith.	This	tradition
includes	teachings	and	practices	that	may	not	be	explicitly	written	in	the	Scriptures	but	are	nonetheless	integral	to	the	Catholic	belief,	such	as	the	Assumption	of	Mary.	Sacred	tradition	ensures	that	each	generation	of	believers	experiences	the	Scripture	as	living	and	active,	shaped	by	the	guidance	of	the	Holy	Spirit.The	Catholic	church,	in	its	wisdom,
holds	that	both	Scripture	and	tradition	are	necessary	for	a	full	understanding	of	Gods	revelation.	They	are	not	competing	sources	but	complementary	ones,	each	shedding	light	on	the	other	and	together	providing	a	comprehensive	vision	of	the	faith.	Through	this	combined	lens,	the	Church	interprets	the	signs	of	the	times,	discerning	Gods	will	and
applying	it	to	the	challenges	faced	by	the	faithful	in	their	quest	for	holiness	and	truth.Moral	Teachings	and	VirtuesCatholicisms	moral	compass	is	steadfastly	rooted	in	Jesus	teachings,	most	explicitly	expressed	in	the	Ten	Commandments	and	the	Beatitudes.	These	precepts	delineate	a	path	of	ethical	conduct	that	directs	believers	toward	a	life	of
holiness	and	service	to	God	and	neighbor.	The	Catholic	church	also	emphasizes	the	Works	of	Mercy,	both	corporal	and	spiritual,	articulating	a	commitment	to	practical	acts	of	charity	that	embody	the	gospels	call	to	love.Catholic	moral	teachings	are	not	mere	rules	to	be	followed;	they	are	invitations	to	embody	the	virtues	that	lead	to	a	life	in	harmony
with	Gods	will.	The	theological	virtues	of	faith,	hope,	and	charity,	along	with	the	cardinal	virtues	of:prudencejusticefortitudetemperanceguide	Catholics	in	their	personal	conduct	and	their	interactions	with	others,	fostering	a	spirit	of	righteousness	and	compassion.The	Ten	CommandmentsWithin	Catholic	theology,	the	Ten	Commandments	lay	the
foundation	for	ethical	guidelines,	delineating	believers	responsibilities	towards	God	and	fellow	humans.	Given	to	Moses	on	Mt.	Sinai,	these	commandments	are	recorded	in	the	Old	Testament	and	remain	central	to	the	moral	teachings	of	the	Church.	They	encompass	duties	to	honor	God,	respect	life,	and	maintain	justice,	reflecting	the	divine	law	that
governs	human	conduct.By	adhering	to	these	commandments,	Catholics	seek	to	align	their	lives	with	Gods	intentions,	fostering	a	relationship	with	the	divine	that	is	marked	by	reverence,	fidelity,	and	love.	These	timeless	precepts	are	more	than	historical	edicts;	they	are	living	standards	that	continue	to	challenge	and	inspire	believers	to	pursue	a	life
of	virtue	and	holiness.The	BeatitudesDelivered	by	Jesus	during	the	Sermon	on	the	Mount,	the	Beatitudes	present	a	deep-rooted	vision	of	blessedness,	dramatically	opposing	worldly	values.	They	describe	the	dispositions	and	behaviors	that	are	characteristic	of	those	who	truly	follow	Christ,	such	as	meekness,	mercy,	and	peacemaking.	Each	Beatitude
reveals	a	Kingdom	value	that,	though	counter	to	societal	norms,	represents	the	teachings	that	Jesus	preached	and	the	Catholic	church	upholds.In	the	Catholic	faith,	the	Beatitudes	are	seen	as	a	moral	compass,	guiding	believers	to	live	in	a	manner	that	is	reflective	of	the	gospels	transformative	power.	By	embodying	these	attitudes,	Catholics	not	only
progress	in	their	spiritual	journey	but	also	contribute	to	the	realization	of	Gods	Kingdom	on	earth,	fostering	a	community	characterized	by	love,	justice,	and	peace.VirtuesAccording	to	Catholic	Church	teachings,	virtues	are	habits	that	empower	individuals	to	align	their	actions	with	Gods	will,	fostering	a	more	Christlike	existence.	The	theological
virtues	of	faith,	hope,	and	charity	orient	the	believers	heart	towards	God,	while	the	cardinal	virtues	of	prudence,	justice,	fortitude,	and	temperance	shape	interactions	with	others	and	the	world.	These	virtues	are	not	abstract	ideals	but	practical	dispositions	that	can	be	cultivated	through	intentional	practice	and	the	grace	of	the	holy	spirit.In	Catholic
theology,	the	practice	of	virtues	is	seen	as	essential	for	personal	growth	and	the	development	of	a	moral	character	aligned	with	Christian	ethics.	By	fostering	these	virtues,	Catholics	engage	in	a	continuous	process	of	conversion,	striving	to	reflect	the	divine	image	in	which	they	were	created	and	to	live	out	their	calling	as	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ.The
Importance	of	Prayer	In	Catholicism,	prayer	is	the	sacred	dialogue	that	allows	the	soul	to	commune	with	God,	a	crucial	practice	for	nurturing	a	deeper	relationship	with	the	Divine.	It	is	not	for	the	benefit	of	an	all-knowing	God,	but	for	the	individual,	who	through	prayer,	comes	to	a	better	understanding	of	oneself	as	an	image	of	God.	The	Catechism	of
the	Catholic	Church	teaches	that	prayer	is	the	natural	response	to	the	yearning	embedded	in	the	human	heart,	a	longing	only	fulfilled	in	communion	with	God.Catholic	life	is	deeply	immersed	in	prayer,	which	can	take	many	forms	such	as:praiseadorationthanksgivingrepentanceThrough	these	expressions,	believers	acknowledge	their	dependence	on
God,	align	their	wills	with	His,	and	experience	His	limitless	mercy.	Whether	whispered	in	the	silence	of	a	chapel	or	proclaimed	in	the	grandeur	of	a	cathedral,	prayer	is	the	breath	of	the	Catholic	faith,	sustaining	and	enlivening	the	Churchs	mission	in	the	world.Forms	of	PrayerThe	Catholic	Church	teaches	that	prayer	can	take	myriad	forms,	each
providing	a	unique	pathway	to	encounter	the	Holy	Trinity.	The	Eucharist,	celebrated	during	the	Catholic	mass,	is	the	pinnacle	of	worship,	a	sacrament	that	not	only	commemorates	Jesus	sacrifice	but	also	actively	participates	in	the	mystery	of	His	love.	Daily	readings	of	the	Bible	and	meditation	on	its	messages	are	also	foundational	practices,	allowing
believers	to	discern	Gods	will	and	to	seek	divine	understanding.In	addition	to	these	communal	forms	of	prayer,	personal	devotions	like	the	Rosary	invite	Catholics	to	meditate	on	the	life	of	Christ	and	the	role	of	the	Virgin	Mary.	These	practices,	arising	from	the	heart	of	the	faithful,	contribute	to	a	rich	prayer	life	that	nurtures	both	individual	and
communal	spirituality.	From	silent	contemplation	to	the	vocal	prayers	of	the	liturgy,	the	Catholic	church	celebrates	the	diversity	of	prayer	as	a	testament	to	the	myriad	ways	Gods	grace	permeates	the	lives	of	believers.	Gregorian	Chant	as	a	Form	of	PrayerGregorian	chant,	a	sacred	tradition	deeply	rooted	in	the	Catholic	Church's	liturgical	history,	is	a
form	of	prayer	that	transcends	mere	vocal	expression,	reaching	into	the	depths	of	the	soul.	Named	after	Pope	Gregory	I,	who	is	traditionally	credited	with	its	codification,	this	ancient	style	of	singing	is	characterized	by	its	free-flowing,	unaccompanied	melody	and	its	use	of	Latin	texts.The	purpose	of	Gregorian	chant	is	not	simply	to	enhance	the	beauty
of	the	liturgy	but	to	elevate	the	hearts	of	the	faithful	to	a	contemplative	state	where	prayer	becomes	more	profound.	The	melodic	lines	of	the	chant	are	designed	to	reflect	the	sacredness	of	the	texts,	often	taken	directly	from	Scripture,	and	to	aid	in	meditation	on	these	holy	words.	The	chant's	meditative	quality	encourages	a	sense	of	inner	peace	and	a
communal	spirit	among	those	gathered	in	prayer.Gregorian	chant	serves	as	a	form	of	prayer	that	unites	the	voices	of	the	congregation	with	the	heavenly	choirs,	creating	a	bridge	between	the	temporal	and	the	divine.	It	is	an	audible	sign	of	the	Church's	universal	prayer,	transcending	time	and	culture,	and	it	continues	to	be	a	vital	part	of	the	Church's
treasury	of	sacred	music.	Through	the	reverent	tones	of	Gregorian	chant,	the	Catholic	faith	is	audibly	woven	into	the	fabric	of	divine	worship,	echoing	the	Church's	ancient	traditions	and	the	timeless	nature	of	its	prayers.Intercession	of	Saints	and	AngelsThe	Catholic	Churchs	doctrine	on	the	intercession	of	saints	and	angels	mirrors	the	communion
shared	by	all	Church	members,	both	terrestrial	and	celestial.	Catholics	believe	that	saints,	having	attained	a	special	closeness	with	God,	can	present	the	prayers	of	the	faithful	to	Him	in	a	powerful	way.	This	practice	is	rooted	in	the	scriptural	imagery	of	Revelation,	where	saints	and	angels	offer	prayers	before	the	throne	of	God,	signifying	their	role	as
intercessors.The	doctrine	of	the	Communion	of	Saints	embodies	the	Catholic	view	that	a	spiritual	union	exists	between	the	faithful	on	Earth	and	the	saints	in	heaven,	reinforcing	the	communal	nature	of	prayer	and	intercession.	While	the	saints	and	angels	do	not	replace	Jesus	unique	role	as	the	mediator	of	redemption,	they	do	accompany	believers	in
their	spiritual	journey,	offering	support	and	prayers	that	contribute	to	the	sanctification	of	the	whole	Church.Mary	and	the	Saints	Within	the	Catholic	faith,	Mary	and	the	saints	are	honored	and	venerated	for	their	exemplary	lives	of	holiness	and	their	ongoing	spiritual	influence.	The	Virgin	Mary,	in	particular,	is	celebrated	for	her	role	in	salvation
history	and	her	unique	status	as	the	Mother	of	God,	immaculately	conceived,	and	assumed	into	heaven.	Devotions	to	Mary,	including	the	Rosary	and	the	Hail	Mary,	are	woven	into	the	fabric	of	Catholic	life,	reflecting	her	importance	as	an	intercessor	and	model	of	faith.The	saints,	too,	are	venerated	not	only	for	their	historical	significance	but	for	their
present	role	in	the	spiritual	lives	of	Catholics.	They	serve	as	heavenly	patrons	and	examples	of	Christian	virtue,	inspiring	believers	to	strive	for	greater	holiness.	Through	the	veneration	of	saints,	the	Catholic	church	teaches	the	faithful	to	emulate	their	steadfastness	in	faith	and	their	commitment	to	living	out	the	gospel	in	every	aspect	of	life.The	Virgin
MaryThe	Virgin	Mary	occupies	a	unique	position	in	Catholic	devotion,	honored	with	esteemed	titles	like	the	Blessed	Virgin	and	Mother	of	God.	Her	perpetual	virginity,	along	with	the	dogmas	of	her	Immaculate	Conception	and	Assumption,	highlight	her	unique	role	in	the	divine	plan	of	salvation.	The	Catholic	Church	dedicates	several	liturgical	feasts
to	Mary,	celebrating	events	of	her	life	that	underscore	her	pivotal	role	in	the	history	of	salvation,	such	as	the	Annunciation	and	the	Visitation.Catholics	look	to	Mary	as	a	model	of	perfect	obedience	to	Gods	will	and	as	a	compassionate	mother	who	intercedes	for	her	children.	Her	example	encourages	the	faithful	to	live	with	purity	of	heart	and
unwavering	faith,	following	her	yes	to	Gods	call.	The	enduring	devotion	to	Mary	across	cultures	and	centuries	attests	to	her	profound	impact	on	Catholic	spirituality	and	the	universal	appeal	of	her	motherly	love.The	enduring	devotion	to	Mary	across	cultures	and	centuries	attests	to	her	profound	impact	on	Catholic	spirituality	and	the	universal	appeal
of	her	motherly	love.	Recognized	as	the	Mediatrix	of	all	graces,	Mary	holds	a	singular	place	in	Catholic	devotion	as	the	conduit	through	which	the	graces	from	her	Son	are	dispensed	to	humanity.	This	title	reflects	the	belief	that	all	graces	bestowed	by	Christ	are	given	through	Mary's	intercessory	role.	While	Christ	is	the	sole	source	of	grace	as	the
Redeemer,	Mary	is	seen	as	the	channel	by	which	His	grace	is	mediated	to	the	world,	a	testament	to	her	unique	cooperation	in	God's	plan	of	salvation.	Her	fiat,	or	"yes,"	to	the	angel	Gabriel	is	seen	as	the	consent	that	opened	the	way	for	the	incarnation	of	Christ,	and	consequently,	the	flow	of	grace	to	mankind.	As	such,	Mary's	role	as	Mediatrix	is
deeply	woven	into	the	fabric	of	Catholic	theology	and	piety,	inspiring	a	profound	reverence	for	her	as	a	loving	and	powerful	advocate	before	God.Veneration	of	SaintsThe	Catholic	Church	venerates	saints,	acknowledging	their	exceptional	lives	of	virtue	and	their	ability	to	intercede	with	God	on	behalf	of	the	faithful.	This	veneration,	called	dulia,	is
distinct	from	the	adoration	reserved	for	God	alone,	known	as	latria,	while	the	Virgin	Mary	receives	hyperdulia,	a	special	form	of	veneration	due	to	her	unique	role	as	the	Mother	of	God.	Catholics	express	their	reverence	for	saints	through	gestures	of	respect,	such	as	bowing	or	making	the	sign	of	the	cross	before	icons	or	statues,	and	by	visiting	sacred
sites	connected	to	their	lives.The	intercession	of	saints	is	a	testament	to	the	Catholic	belief	in	the	power	of	prayer	and	the	interconnectedness	of	the	Churchs	members.	Pilgrimages	to	the	tombs	of	saints,	such	as	Saint	Peter	in	Vatican	City,	are	acts	of	devotion	that	allow	believers	to	draw	closer	to	these	holy	figures	and	to	seek	their	guidance	and
prayers.The	veneration	of	saints	is	not	an	end	in	itself	but	a	means	to	grow	in	holiness,	to	be	inspired	by	their	examples,	and	to	be	reminded	of	the	ultimate	goal	of	union	with	God.	The	Catholic	Churchs	global	reach	and	influence	highlight	the	universality	of	the	Catholic	faith,	demonstrating	its	ability	to	transcend	cultural	and	geographical	boundaries.
The	term	Catholic	itself	signifies	this	universality,	with	approximately	1.2	billion	adherents	worldwide,	each	contributing	to	the	rich	diversity	of	the	Churchs	expressions	of	faith.	The	Catholic	Church	teaches	that	its	mission	is	not	only	to	preserve	and	transmit	the	faith	but	also	to	manifest	the	Kingdom	of	God	on	earth,	advocating	for	justice,	peace,	and
the	betterment	of	global	conditions.This	global	context	illuminates	both	the	unity	and	diversity	of	the	Catholic	Church,	enriched	by	a	variety	of	rites	and	traditions	that	enhance	its	liturgical	and	spiritual	life.	Eastern	and	Western	Catholicism,	while	sharing	the	same	core	beliefs,	offer	distinct	liturgical	practices	and	ecclesiastical	disciplines	that	reflect
the	cultural	richness	of	the	Church.	In	its	global	reach,	the	Catholic	church	not	only	spreads	the	gospel	but	also	learns	from	and	adapts	to	the	myriad	cultures	in	which	it	is	planted,	fostering	a	Catholic	faith	that	is	both	catholic	and	catholic.Eastern	and	Western	CatholicismThe	Catholic	Churchs	diverse	liturgical	traditions	are	embodied	in	the	Eastern
and	Western	rites,	each	with	its	own	theological	emphases	and	spiritual	practices.	The	Eastern	Catholic	Churches,	also	known	as	Eastern	Rite	Churches,	are	in	full	communion	with	the	Roman	Catholic	Church,	recognizing	the	authority	of	the	pope,	yet	they	retain	their	own	liturgical	forms	and	traditions.	The	Divine	Liturgy,	the	counterpart	to	the
Western	Mass,	and	the	allowance	of	a	married	clergy	in	Eastern	rites	are	just	two	examples	of	the	distinct	practices	that	characterize	Eastern	Catholicism.With	origins	dating	back	to	ancient	Christian	communities,	the	Eastern	Catholic	Churches	are	organized	into	various	rites	such	as	Byzantine,	Alexandrian,	and	Antiochene,	each	with	its	own	unique
religious	disciplines	and	ways	of	life.	These	traditions,	while	distinct	from	the	Roman	rite,	are	integral	parts	of	the	Catholic	Churchs	heritage,	demonstrating	the	Catholicity	of	the	Church	and	its	ability	to	express	the	unchanging	truths	of	the	faith	in	a	variety	of	cultural	contexts.Ecumenism	and	Interfaith	DialogueThe	Catholic	Churchs	dedication	to
unity	and	comprehension	among	diverse	faiths	is	exemplified	in	its	proactive	involvement	in	ecumenism	and	interfaith	dialogue.	Following	the	Second	Vatican	Council,	the	Church	made	significant	strides	in	ecumenical	relations,	seeking	to	heal	the	divisions	that	have	arisen	among	Christian	denominations.	The	creation	of	the	Pontifical	Council	for
Promoting	Christian	Unity	has	been	instrumental	in	advancing	these	efforts,	leading	to	several	significant	ecumenical	agreements	that	bridge	theological	differences	and	foster	a	spirit	of	collaboration.Beyond	Christian	circles,	the	Catholic	church	also	holds	dialogues	with	other	world	religions	in	high	esteem,	recognizing	the	rays	of	truth	in	different
traditions	as	reflected	in	the	Vatican	II	document	Nostra	Aetate.	These	interactions,	which	include	theological	exchange	and	collaborative	action,	aim	to	promote	mutual	understanding	and	respect,	contributing	to	a	culture	of	encounter	that	is	essential	for	peace	in	a	world	marked	by	conflict	and	tension.Pope	Francis,	in	particular,	has	emphasized	the
importance	of	dialogue	as	a	path	to	reconciliation	and	harmony	among	peoples	of	diverse	beliefs	and	backgrounds.SummaryIn	traversing	the	depths	of	the	Catholic	faith,	one	encounters	a	rich	tradition	that	is	as	timeless	as	it	is	timely.	The	beliefs	and	practices	of	Catholicism,	from	the	mystery	of	the	Holy	Trinity	to	the	veneration	of	saints,	form	a
tapestry	of	faith	that	is	both	personal	and	universal.	The	Churchs	role	as	a	guardian	of	sacred	truths,	its	global	reach,	and	its	dedication	to	fostering	unity	among	all	people	speak	to	the	enduring	relevance	of	the	Catholic	message.	As	we	conclude	this	exploration,	let	us	carry	with	us	the	inspiration	to	live	out	these	truths	with	renewed	conviction	and
to	seek	communion	with	the	Divine	in	the	tapestry	of	our	daily	lives.Frequently	Asked	QuestionsHow	is	Catholic	faith	different	from	Christianity?Catholic	faith	differs	from	other	Christian	denominations	in	its	beliefs	about	sacraments,	the	roles	of	the	Bible	and	tradition,	the	importance	of	the	Virgin	Mary	and	the	saints,	and	the	papacy.	These
differences	are	significant	in	defining	the	Catholic	faith	from	other	Christian	beliefs.Who	do	Catholics	say	Jesus	is?Catholics	believe	that	Jesus	is	God	incarnate,	"true	God	and	true	man,"	who	took	on	humanity	and	suffered	without	sin.	He	is	also	known	as	the	Christ,	meaning	"Messiah"	or	"Anointed	One."Do	Catholics	believe	in	heaven?Yes,	Catholics
believe	in	heaven,	where	the	souls	of	the	deceased	await	judgment	before	being	reunited	with	their	resurrected	bodies,	and	where	the	most	pious	are	delivered	to	eternal	paradise.	The	Catholic	Church	teaches	that	heaven	is	the	ultimate	fulfillment	of	human	longings,	where	one	experiences	divine	vision.Do	Catholics	believe	Jesus	is	Son	of	God?Yes,
Catholics	believe	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God,	as	affirmed	in	the	Nicene	Creed	and	the	doctrine	of	the	Trinity.	This	is	a	fundamental	belief	in	the	Catholic	faith.What	is	the	Holy	Trinity	in	Catholic	belief?The	Holy	Trinity	in	Catholic	belief	represents	the	mystery	of	one	God	in	three	distinct	Persons:	the	Father,	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	each	fully
divine	and	co-equal,	reflecting	the	unity	and	love	within	the	Godhead.	Andrew	Mark	Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	teaching	them	to	observe	all	that	I	have	commanded	you.	And	behold,	I	am	with	you	always,	to	the	end	of	the	age.Matthew	28:19-20	Our
missionis	to	reach	out	to	those	who	feel	disconnected	from	God	and/or	the	Christian	community.We	want	to	embrace	everyone,	providing	you	with	a	warm	and	welcoming	environment	where	you	can	be	inspired	by	heartfelt	worship	and	biblical	teaching,	and	where	you	can	be	connected	with	a	community	of	believers	who	will	help	you	grow	in	your
faith	and	relationship	with	God.	Our	visionis	to	see	a	world	transformed	by	and	through	the	love	of	God.We	want	to	be	a	church	body	that	is	actively	engaged	in	restoring	and	transforming	the	world	around	us	one	relationship	at	a	time.	We	want	to	strive	daily	to	have	an	impact	in	the	lives	of	those	around	us.	Our	desire	is	for	every	person	to	be
reconciled	with	the	God	who	loves	and	created	them.	As	each	person	experiences	his	or	her	own	transformation,	the	world	will	move	closer	to	becoming	what	God	originally	intended	it	to	be.	The	Kingdom	Network	Faith	Church	is	a	part	of	the	Kingdom	Network	and	is	affiliated	with	Global	Leadership	Network	and	New	Thing	Network.	As	of
September	2021	we	are	part	of	the	Kingdom	Network,	which	is	a	new	organization	made	up	of	Faith	Church,	First	Church,	Calvary	Church,	Living	Springs	Church	and	Cornerstone	Church.	We	are	like-minded	churches,	not	only	in	our	reformed	theology	but	also	in	terms	of	mission.	All	of	these	churches	are	committed	to	expanding	and	multiplying
ministries	to	expand	the	kingdom	of	God.	This	helps	Faith	stay	on	track	with	our	goal	to	be	a	reproducing	church.	The	Kingdom	Network	also	helps	train	and	examine	potential	pastors	and	serves	as	a	place	of	accountability,	helping	to	ensure	our	theology	and	practice	is	God	honoring.The	4Gs	We	live	out	our	mission	&	vision	through	the	4Gs.	Faith
Church	is	committed	to	gathering,	growing,	giving	and	going	the	4Gs.	These	are	Faiths	foundational	practices	and	are	the	pillars	of	how	we	mature	in	our	Christian	walk.	By	incorporating	the	4Gs	into	our	ordinary	days,	God	can	use	us	in	extraordinary	ways	to	accomplish	His	purpose	in	our	lives,	at	Faith	Church	and	in	the	world	around	us.	Gather:
We	gather	weekly	to	be	reminded	of	His	goodness	and	to	set	aside	everything	else	to	worship	Him.	We	are	also	intentional	about	hosting	classes	and	church-wide	events	so	we	can	gather	as	one	church	family.	Grow:	As	followers	of	Jesus,	we	strive	to	grow	in	our	relationship	with	Him	daily	through	prayer	and	Bible	reading.	When	we	are	a	part	of	an
intentional	community,	we	grow	in	our	faith	and	in	our	relationships,	to	know	others	and	to	be	known.	Give:	We	give	as	a	response	to	Gods	grace	in	our	lives,	shown	so	abundantly	in	the	gift	of	His	son	Jesus	Christ.	When	we	give	of	our	time,	talent	and	treasure	we	acknowledge	that	He	owns	all	things,	we	resist	the	temptation	of	greed	in	our	lives,	we
trust	that	He	will	provide	for	us,	and	we	reflect	our	God	who	is	so	generous	to	us.	Giving	is	a	key	practice	of	a	follower	of	Christ	and	an	act	of	worship.	Go:	We	believe	in	the	importance	of	both	local	and	global	missions.	Serving	our	communities	and	our	friends	around	the	world	is	our	way	of	carrying	out	the	mission	of	transforming	the	world	one
relationship	at	a	time.	Our	Foundational	Beliefs	At	Faith	Church	we	believe:	the	Bible	to	be	the	inspired	Word	of	God	and	our	ultimate	and	final	authority	for	faith	and	practice.	in	one	God,	revealed	as	Father,	Son	and	Holy	Spirit.	God,	our	perfect	heavenly	Father,	loves	and	cares	for	all.	God	created	all	humans	in	His	image,	and	that	sin	has	brought
separation	between	God	and	humans.	Jesus	Christ,	the	eternal	son	of	God,	became	a	human	and	sacrificially	died	on	the	cross	to	pay	the	penalty	for	our	sin.	the	Holy	Spirit	was	sent	by	God	to	live	in	and	transform	the	lives	of	believers	into	the	likeness	of	Christ	by	turning	us	from	a	sinful	life	and	enabling	us	to	live	the	way	God	intended.	the	only	way
to	no	longer	be	separated	from	God	and	find	salvation	is	through	faith	in	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	trusting	in	Him	as	Lord	and	Savior.	Through	faith	we	become	children	of	God.	the	Church,	Christs	radiant	bride,	is	a	spiritual	body	made	up	of	all	believers,	each	of	whom	is	a	vital	part	of	Gods	plan.	Text:	Hebrews	11:1-6	I.Imagine	a	tight	rope	stretched
across	Niagara	Falls.	A	crowd	gathers	around	a	man	who	pulls	a	unicycle	out	of	a	box.	Ladies	and	gentlemen,	the	man	announces,	may	I	have	your	attention!	In	my	hands	is	a	unicycle.	How	many	of	you	believe	that	I	can	ride	this	unicycle	across	the	falls	on	that	rope	and	safely	reach	the	other	side?	The	crowd,	eager	to	see	the	feat,	raise	their	hands
and	enthusiastically	shout,	We	do!	We	do!	Wait!	Thats	not	all!	the	man	continues,	How	many	of	you	believe	I	can	safely	cross	while	balancing	someone	on	my	shoulders?	The	crowd	continues	to	wave	their	hands	and	shout,	We	do!	We	do!	Great!	the	man	exclaims,	Now	which	one	of	you	volunteers	to	ride	on	my	shoulders?	Suddenly	all	hands	drop	and
there	is	silence.	A.Did	the	people	really	believe	the	man	could	cross	the	falls?	1.Perhaps	to	a	degree.	2.But	they	were	unwilling	to	trust	their	lives	with	this	man.	3.There	was	a	limit	to	how	far	their	faith	would	go.	B.Keep	this	story	in	mind	as	we	discuss	the	concept	of	faith.	II.How	the	world	views	faith	A.One	little	boy	responded	Faith	means	believing
when	you	know	it	cant	be	true.	B.In	the	classic	movie,	Miracle	on	34th	Street,	a	character	in	the	movie	said,	Faith	is	believing	in	something	when	common	sense	tells	you	not	to.	C.Another	intellectual	stated,	Faith	begins	where	reason	ends.	D.Many	people	apply	such	definitions	to	biblical	faith.	1.They	approach	the	Scriptures	with	a	suspension	of
common	sense.	Rationality	is	tossed	out	the	window.	2.To	believe	is	to	leap	where	reason	cannot	take	you.	E.It	is	seen	even	in	our	dictionaries.	The	American	Heritage	Dictionary	defines	faith	as,	belief	that	does	not	rest	on	logical	proof	or	material	evidence.	1.If	this	is	what	the	Bible	means	by	faith,	then	it	would	absurd	to	argue	with	anyone	about	the
truthfulness	of	the	Bible.	2.Faith	to	the	world	does	not	rest	on	objective	evidence.	III.Gods	definition	of	faith	-	Hebrews	11:1	A.Faith	is	the	assurance	of	things	hoped	for	1.The	word	translated	assurance	means	a	foundation	or	in	the	abstract,	something	that	gives	confidence.	a.It	is	the	reality	of	something	(person	or	nature	in	Hebrews	1:3)	b.It	is	the
opposite	of	something	imaginary.	2.Faith,	then,	is	the	foundation	on	which	the	rest	of	Christianity	is	built.	a.It	allows	us	to	act	as	if	these	things	are	so.	b.You	may	have	never	been	to	Sidney,	Australia,	but	you	could	plan	a	trip	there,	confident	that	such	a	place	exists.	c.Without	seeing	God,	angels,	or	heaven,	we	can	act	in	confidence	that	such	exist.
3.Our	hope	is	our	future	salvation	-	Romans	8:23-25	a.We	have	not	seen	heaven,	but	we	long	to	dwell	there.	b.It	is	faith	in	the	promise	of	God	that	heaven	awaits	us	which	gives	us	the	endurance	to	remain	faithful	to	God.	B.Faith	is	the	conviction	of	things	not	seen	1.The	word	translated	conviction	means	evidence	or	proof.	2.It	is	a	convincing	argument
of	what	you	have	not	witnessed	a.When	all	the	evidence	is	weighed	and	you	conclude	that	it	cannot	be	anything	else	but	that	conclusion.	b.It	cannot	be	something	you	have	seen	because	the	witness	establishes	it	as	a	fact	-	II	Corinthians	5:4-8	3.Our	confidence	allows	us	to	act	on	what	we	did	not	see.	a.A	jury,	after	listening	to	the	evidence,	draws	a
conclusion	as	to	the	guilt	or	innocence	of	the	one	charged	with	a	crime.	b.They	did	not	witness	the	crime,	but	their	confidence	in	the	drawn	conclusion	allows	them	to	give	a	sentence.	C.Faith	is	based	on	evidence	1.Why	do	we	believe	in	a	Creator?	-	Romans	1:18-20	a.I	find	a	watch	lying	in	the	dirt.	(1)Do	I	conclude	that	it	evolved	there	by	random
events?	(2)No,	its	complexity	and	functionality	leads	me	to	conclude	that	it	was	made	by	someone	far	more	intelligent	and	capable	than	the	watch.	b.There	is	evidence	in	the	existence	and	functionality	of	the	universe	to	compel	a	reasonable	man	to	acknowledge	that	there	is	a	God.	c.A	God	who	must	be	greater	than	what	was	created.	d.Hebrews	11:3
(1)We	have	faith	that	the	world	was	created	by	the	word	of	God	(2)We	have	confidence	that	the	things	we	see	around	us	did	not	come	from	pre-existing	matter.	(3)Notice	that	the	Hebrew	writer	starts	from	the	very	beginning.	If	you	dont	believe	that	God	created	the	world	as	stated	in	Genesis	then	how	can	you	have	confidence	in	anything	else	that
God	has	told	us	or	has	done?	2.Do	we	blindly	believe	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God?	a.We	are	asked	to	believe	the	evidence	presented	-	John	5:31-47	(1)The	testimony	of	Jesus	(2)The	testimony	of	John	(3)The	testimony	of	God	through	miracles	(4)The	testimony	of	the	Scriptures	b.Jesus	told	his	audience	not	to	believe	if	there	was	no	evidence	-	John
10:36-38	3.Faith	comes	from	hearing	-	Romans	10:17	a.Hearing	what?	b.Hearing	the	evidence	of	the	gospel	D.Faith	then	affects	the	believers	life.	We	act	in	accordance	to	what	we	believe	-	Romans	1:17	1.Our	confidence	then	becomes	the	stable	foundation	from	which	we	act.	IV.The	effect	of	faith	in	peoples	lives	A.Abel	offered	a	better	sacrifice
because	of	his	faith	-	Hebrews	11:4	1.That	faith	lead	to	Gods	testimony	of	his	righteousness	2.That	faith	left	a	legacy	that	has	lasted	thousands	of	years.	B.Enochs	faith	also	left	a	lasting	memory	-	Hebrews	11:5	1.He	did	not	die	because	God	took	him.	Another	testimony	to	a	mans	righteousness	2.His	faith	pleased	his	God.	C.Faith	is	absolutely
necessary	-	Hebrews	11:6	1.A	faith	that	is	confident	in	Gods	existence,	else	why	would	anyone	live	righteously.	2.A	faith	that	is	a	rock	in	its	expectation	of	being	rewarded	for	doing	what	pleases	God.	D.This	is	the	type	of	faith	that	allowed	Noah	to	spend	120	years	building	an	ark	-	Hebrews	11:7	1.In	a	world	that	probably	never	saw	rain,	yet	Noah	was
confident	that	God	was	going	to	wipe	out	the	world	with	a	flood.	2.He	condemned	the	world	because	he	believed	Gods	word	while	the	rest	did	not.	They	had	no	excuse.	E.The	list	goes	on	of	people	acting	in	accordance	with	their	confidence	in	God	in	regards	to	things	they	could	not	know	in	advance.	V.The	question	is	do	you	have	confidence	in	God?
A.Do	you	really	believe	there	is	a	God	who	will	one	day	judge	this	world?	B.Do	you	really	believe	that	God	means	what	he	says?	That	you	must	live	in	obedience	to	his	word?	C.Do	you?	Then	why	arent	you	doing	something	about	it?	D.James	2:14-20	E.Act	as	if	you	believe	God.	Live	your	life	as	if	what	God	has	said	is	a	reality.	F.The	example	of	Paul's
confidence	-	II	Timothy	1:12	When	someone	visits	an	Anglican	church,	if	they	are	new	to	our	tradition,	they	often	ask,	What	do	Anglicans	believe?	As	you	can	imagine,	it	is	not	that	easy	to	summarize	the	doctrinal	beliefs	of	a	global	communion	with	a	long	history	and	various	schools	of	thought	and	practice.	Nevertheless,	here	at	Anglican	Compass,	we
are	dedicated	to	answering	peoples	questions	and	attempting	to	do	so	in	the	conversational	way	a	pastor	would	answer	on	a	Sunday	morning	at	Coffee	Hour.	So,	here	we	go.	Keep	in	mind	that	this	is	a	description	of	the	basic	doctrinal	beliefs	of	the	majority	of	the	global	fellowship	of	Anglicans.	Please	be	aware	that	there	are	some	regional	and	local
churches	that	have	moved	away	from	some	of	the	beliefs	described	below.	We	believe	that	Jesus	Christ	is	the	Savior	of	the	world.	We	believe	that	the	Bible,	Holy	Scripture,	tells	the	true	story	of	the	human	race,	from	our	creation	to	our	fall.	And	then	it	tells	the	story	of	God	raising	up	the	people	of	Israel,	and	then	from	that	people	a	Messiah	(the
promised	one).	It	tells	of	Jesus	being	born	of	the	virgin	Mary,	living,	dying,	rising	again,	and	ascending	to	heaven.	The	Bible	also	tells	the	story	of	the	founding	of	his	Church	and	its	mission	to	the	world	in	his	name	through	the	Holy	Spirit.	We	believe	that	each	and	every	person	is	loved	by	God	and	that	salvation	is	offered	in	the	name	of	Christ	to	all
who	believe	in	him.	We	Believe	the	Church	is	the	Body	of	Christ	on	Earth	Christians	are	sinners,	we	are	saints,	and	our	history	is	full	of	both	sin	and	grace.	Anglicans	baptize	those	who	come	to	Jesus	in	repentance	and	faith,	along	with	their	children.	We	gather	at	the	Lords	table	to	share	his	holy	meal,	the	Eucharist.	These	two	means	of	grace	we	call
Sacraments,	and	they	point	to	Gods	work	and	presence	in	all	of	creation.	Baptism	is	for	the	forgiveness	of	our	sins,	the	giving	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	initiation	into	the	Church.	TheEucharist	is	the	ongoing	sacred	meal	in	which	we	believe	Christs	presence	is	given	to	us	in	the	bread	and	wine,	a	participation	in	his	body	and	blood.	This	is	our	sacramental
understanding	of	Gods	work	in	the	world.	We	affirm	the	Apostles	Creed	and	the	Nicene	Creed	These	are	the	creeds	of	the	early	Church.	These	creeds	are	Trinitarian	(One	God	in	three	Persons:	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit).	They	affirm	the	incarnation	(God	became	a	man	in	the	person	of	Jesus	Christ	without	ceasing	to	be	God).	They	affirm	the
presence	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	Church	and	at	work	in	the	world.	Our	more	specific	doctrines	and	practices	are	found	in	the	39	Articles	of	Religion,	which	do	not	supersede	the	Creeds,	but	provide	some	clarity	in	terms	of	our	way	of	being	a	church.	This	means	that	we	follow	the	ancient,	biblical	pattern	of	worship	through	our	Book	of	Common
Prayer	(founded	in	its	most	basic	form	on	the	Lords	Prayer)	that	guides	what	we	do	and	say	in	worship	and	prayer.	We	follow	the	Church	year,	a	Christian	calendar	of	seasons,	feasts	and	fasts.	While	we	dont	believe	that	liturgical	worship	is	essential	to	being	a	true	church,	we	do	believe	that	it	is	Scriptural,	historical,	and	beneficial.	We	believe	in	holy
matrimony,	confession	and	reconciliation,	ordination	and	confirmation,	and	anointing	of	the	sick	and	dying	as	sacramental	rites	that	convey	Gods	grace.	Anglicans	believe	in	the	sanctity	of	all	life	from	conception.	We	believe	in	serving	and	advocating	for	the	poor,	the	outcast,	the	stranger,	and	the	marginalized	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ.	Anglican
churches	are	a	catholic	communion	in	that	we	are	part	of	the	universal	Body	of	Christ,	on	earth,	and	in	heaven,	and	we	believe	the	same	thing	as	the	Apostles	and	the	Church	in	history.	We	retain	the	catholic	patterns	of	governance,	sacraments,	and	practices.	Yet	our	church	also	experienced	a	reformation	in	the	16th	century	that	brought	about	a
renewed	sense	of	mission,	a	more	conciliar	leadership,	a	new	commitment	to	biblical	authority,	and	a	renewed	commitment	to	preaching	grace.	Still,	later,	our	church	experienced	both	a	catholic	resurgence	and	then	a	charismatic	renewal.	Because	of	these	historical	influences,	some	Anglicans	emphasize	the	catholic	heritage,	while	others	emphasize
the	Reformation,	others	our	ecumenical	history,	and	still	others	our	charismatic	experience.	Amongst	Anglicans,	there	are	various	emphases	in	one	fellowship.	We	follow	the	ancient	pattern	of	consecrations	of	Bishops,	a	historic	succession	that	goes	back	to	the	Apostles.	Anglicans	retain	three	orders	of	ordained	ministry:	Bishops,	Priests
(presbyters/elders)	and	Deacons.	We	believe	that	other	churches	that	also	confess	Jesus	as	Lord,	that	baptize	in	water	the	name	of	the	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit,	and	that	believe	in	the	Gospel	and	the	Bible	are	our	fellow	Christians.	Therefore,	we	do	not	believe	that	we	are	the	only	true	Church.	We	affirm	that	the	Orthodox,	Protestant,	Baptist,
Lutheran,	Presbyterian,	Non-Denominational,	Roman	Catholic,	and	other	churches	that	affirm	the	ancient	faith	of	the	Church	are	our	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ.	Im	sure	that	this	attempt	is	inadequate	as	a	full	summary	and	that	other	Anglicans	would	take	issue	with	some	of	the	wording	or	emphasis.	But	I	believe	this	gives	a	good	starting	point	for
someone	exploring	Anglicanism,	and	I	hope	it	serves	to	give	you	a	big	picture	from	which	you	can	gain	a	more	detailed	picture.	If	youd	like	to	read	other	summaries	of	what	Anglicans	believe,	check	out	these	resources:	Want	to	learn	more?	Check	out	Winfield	Bevins	book	with	Anglican	Compass,	Simply	Anglican:	An	Ancient	Faith	for	Todays	World,
available	in	paperback	and	for	Kindle,	exclusively	at	Amazon.	Photo	of	the	Westminster	Abbey	west	faade	by	Jacob	Davis.	While	not	without	criticism,	our	reviewers	found	McDermotts	volume	to	be	both	accessible	and	deep.	It	brings	the	richness	of	Anglicanisms	deep	history,	including	its	ancient	pre-Reformation	roots,	to	bear	on	our	beliefs	and
practices.	What	does	Anglican	mean?	This	is	a	great,	common,	complicated	question!	First,	lets	get	this	out	of	the	way:	Its	ANGLican,	not	ANGELican.	We	dont	worship	angels!	Anglican	Means	English	Next,	lets	go	to	Merriam-Webster.	On	its	own,	the	word	Anglican	simply	means	Englishof	or	relating	to	England	or	the	English	nation.	When	applied	to

What	faith	does.	What	faith	is.	Is	faith	religious.	What	does	faith	do.	Is	there	a	difference	between	religion	and	faith.	What	does	faith	bible	church	believe.	What	does	faith	community	church	believe.	What	does
the	word	of	faith	church	believe.	Is	there	a	difference	between	faith	and	believe.	What	does	the	apostolic	faith	church	believe.	Difference	between	faith	and	worship.	What	does	the	faith	family	church	believe	in.

What	does	true	faith	church	believe.	What	faith	is	church	of	christ.




