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Choose	a	region:	The	United	States	of	America	is	a	federal	constitutional	republic	with	fifty	states,	one	federal	district,	and	16	overseas	territories.	It	is	almost	entirely	located	on	the	North	American	continent,	and	is	the	third-largest	country	in	the	world	in	terms	of	landmass.	Washington	D.C.	is	the	national	capital,	although	New	York	is	the	largest
city,	and	California	is	the	most	populous	state.	Due	to	its	global	influence,	be	it	political,	economic,	military,	or	cultural,	the	U.S.	is	often	considered	one	of	the	world’s	leading	superpowers.	With	a	total	population	of	around	335	million	people,	the	United	States	is	the	third	most	populous	country	in	the	world,	behind	India	and	China.	Fertility	rates
have	remained	below	replacement	level	in	recent	years;	however,	the	population	has	continued	to	grow	due	to	migration	and	rising	life	expectancy.	Consistent	immigration	has	also	resulted	in	an	ethnically-diverse	population.	As	in	other	multi-ethnic	societies,	racial	discrimination	has	been	a	consistent	problem	in	the	United	States,	with	its	roots
tracing	back	to	the	colonization	of	the	Americas	and	transatlantic	slavery.	Inequalities	in	income	and	criminal	justice	disproportionately	affect	Black	and	Hispanic	communities,	and	the	average	Black	household	income	has	been	roughly	60	percent	of	white	household	income	since	the	1960s.	Economy	The	U.S.	economy	is	by	far	the	largest	economy	in
the	world.	In	2023,	U.S.	GDP	amounted	to	about	27	trillion	U.S.	dollars,	which	is	more	than	the	combined	GDPs	of	the	second	and	third-largest	economies,	China	and	Japan.	However,	it	is	widely	expected	that	due	to	its	sheer	size	and	rapid	growth,	China	is	going	to	become	the	world’s	largest	economy	within	the	next	10	to	20	years.	The	total	volume
of	U.S.	exports	has	vastly	grown	in	the	last	two	decades	and	exceeded	two	trillion	dollars	in	2023.	The	most	important	export	partners	of	the	U.S.	are	Canada,	Mexico,	and	China	who	accounted	for	about	40	percent	of	U.S.	exports.	The	same	three	countries	top	the	list	of	the	U.S.’s	most	important	import	partners,	with	18	percent	of	U.S.	imports
coming	from	China	alone.	Divisions	and	challenges	The	U.S.	has	faced	deep	divisions	and	significant	challenges	across	political,	social,	and	economic	lines.	Throughout	recent	years,	political	polarization	has	intensified,	with	ideological	conflicts	shaping	policy	debates,	elections,	and	Americans’	everyday	lives.	Socially,	issues	such	as	racial	inequality,
immigration,	and	LGBTQ+	rights	continue	to	spark	debate	and	activism.	Legal	issues	surrounding	abortion	access,	gun	rights,	and	election	legitimacy	have	also	furthered	the	political	divide	in	the	U.S.	However	issues	such	as	the	economy	and	immigration	consistently	rank	among	the	most	important	problems	faced	by	Americans	today.	感谢您对
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giants	Subway	and	McDonald's	were	the	quick	service	restaurant	(QSR)	brands	with	the	highest	number	of	locations	across	Australia,	with	over	1,240	Subway	locations	and	over	1,050	McDonald's	locations	recorded.	While	the	number	of	Nando's	restaurants	has	been	growing	in	some	countries,	such	as	England,	where	the	brand	is	highly	popular,	the
number	of	locations	across	Australia	has	flatlined	over	the	past	few	years.	Guzman	y	Gomez,	on	the	other	hand,	witnessed	a	rise	in	store	openings	in	Australia	due	to	a	growing	appetite	for	Mexican	food	across	the	country.		Will	Wendy’s	take	Australia’s	QSR	market	by	storm?	Australia’s	quick	service	restaurants	(QSRs)	are	popular	among	consumers
due	to	their	convenient	and	affordable	meal	offerings	served	at	a	rapid	pace.	In	2023,	the	country’s	fast	food	and	takeaway	food	services	revenue	reached	over	23	billion	Australian	dollars,	marking	the	highest	revenue	recorded	in	the	past	decade.	Large	international	fast	food	brands,	such	as	McDonald’s	and	KFC,	dominate	Australia’s	QSR	landscape.
Nonetheless,	local	brands,	including	Red	Rooster,	Pie	Face,	and	Guzman	y	Gomez,	also	draw	in	many	customers.	With	American	fast	food	outlet	Wendy’s	opening	its	first	store	in	the	Australian	marketplace	in	2025,	the	country’s	QSR	market	could	become	even	more	competitive,	with	the	company	set	to	open	around	200	stores.	In	the	coming	years,
taste,	affordability,	speed	of	service,	variety	of	food,	and	collaboration	with	food	delivery	platforms	will	be	pivotal	to	the	success	of	QSRs	across	the	country.		Are	Australian	consumers’	appetite	for	fast	food	decreasing?	While	fast	food	consumption	remains	high	across	Australia,	many	consumers	are	becoming	more	health-conscious	and,	as	a	result,
are	demanding	more	‘healthy’	but	convenient	meals	from	fast	food	outlets.	Therefore,	QSRs	providing	healthier	alternatives	and	diverse	menus	catering	to	the	Australian	population’s	various	dietary	requirements,	including	plant-based,	gluten-free,	and	low-fat,	may	find	more	success.	Number	of	social	media	users	worldwide	from	2017	to	2028	(in
billions)	-	forecastGender	distribution	of	social	media	audiences	worldwide	as	of	February	2025,	by	platformInstagram	accounts	with	the	most	followers	worldwide	as	of	April	2024	(in	millions)Most-followed	creators	on	TikTok	worldwide	as	of	January	2025	(in	millions)Get	in	touch	with	us.	We	are	happy	to	help.	Choose	a	region:	Consumer	prices	of
non-food	and	non-energy	goods	have	seen	a	sharp	increase	over	the	past	three	years.	This	of	course	has	an	impact	on	consumer	behavior	and	in	particular	how	much	shoppers	feel	able	to	spend.	When	it	comes	to	what	shoppers	are	most	interested	in	spending	their	money	on	clothing,	food	and	beverages,	and	shoes	top	the	list.	The	UK	has	seen	a	cost
of	living	crisis	over	the	past	few	years	and	in	January	2025	almost	60	percent	of	adults	said	that	their	cost	of	living	had	risen	compared	to	the	previous	month.	This	means	that	people	will	be	trying	to	look	for	areas	where	they	can	decrease	their	spending.	For	shoppers	in	the	UK	responses	to	the	cost	of	living	crisis	included	making	fewer	purchases,
eating	out	less,	and	buying	cheaper	items.	Not	all	shoppers,	however,	are	staying	frugal,	some	consumers	are	still	treating	themselves.	Across	all	age	groups,	the	most	common	category	for	people	to	splurge	was	food	and	beverages.	Gen	Z	and	Millennials,	on	the	other	hand,	were	most	likely	to	be	spending	on	clothing	and	personal	care.Threats	facing
brick-and-mortar	stores	Ultimately,	consumers	spending	less	is	detrimental	to	retailers.	The	UK	high	street	has	suffered	with	people	putting	more	consideration	into	their	purchases	as	well	as	perhaps	opting	to	shop	online	instead	of	in-store.	2024	saw	over	8,500	store	closures	which	although	lower	than	in	previous	years	is	not	an	insignificant
number.	One	major	contributing	factor	to	this	is	the	fact	that	fewer	people	are	going	to	the	high	street.	Consequently,	it	is	more	difficult	for	stores	to	make	sales.	One	example	of	this	is	the	fashion	retailer	New	Look,	a	staple	of	the	UK	high	street.	The	company	most	recently	recorded	sales	of	555	million	pounds	whilst	a	decade	ago	this	figure	stood	at
around	1.1	billion	pounds.	Having	less	money	to	spend	is	one	reason	as	to	why	people	are	frequenting	the	high	street	less,	however	another	reason	is	the	advancement	of	online	shopping.	It	is	now	easier	than	ever	to	make	purchases	online	and	around	42	percent	of	people	in	the	UK	preferred	to	use	online	marketplaces	with	various	sellers	for	their
shopping	needs.	Events	such	as	Brexit,	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	and	the	energy	crisis	have	caused	economic	instability	in	recent	years	which	has	at	points	made	consumers	more	cautious	with	their	money.	Forecasts	suggest	that	real	household	disposable	income	is	set	to	rise	in	the	coming	years	which	will	hopefully	encourage	consumers	to	increase
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has	become	a	more	unsafe	place	recently.	In	February	2022,	Russian	troops	invaded	Ukraine	and	started	a	full-scale	war	which	has	dominated	global	affairs	since.	Then,	in	October	2023,	Hamas	launched	a	terror	attack	against	Israel,	killing	more	than	1,200	civilians	in	the	process.	As	a	response,	Israel	invaded	the	Gaza	Strip,	causing	great
humanitarian	suffering	in	the	process,	with	reportedly	over	48,000	people	killed	in	Gaza	since	the	beginning	of	the	war.	However,	these	are	not	the	only	wars	from	which	people	are	suffering	in	2025.	At	the	end	of	2024,	the	Syrian	civil	war	reignited,	with	long-ruling	President	Bashar	al-Assad	fleeing	the	country.	Further	south,	the	Sudan	civil	war	has
been	raging	since	April	2023,	and	this	has	likely	had	the	highest	civilian	death	toll	of	any	conflict	in	recent	years.	Elsewhere	in	Africa,	Eastern	Congo	has	been	plagued	by	fighting	and	insurgencies	for	decades	and	the	M23	militia	took	control	of	the	largest	city	in	Eastern	Congo	in	early	2025.	Moreover,	the	government	of	Myanmar	has	been	bombing
its	own	population	in	its	war	with	rebel	groups,	and	gangs	have	completely	destabilized	Haiti.	This	topic	page	provides	an	overview	of	the	major	conflicts	impacting	the	world	at	the	beginning	of	2025.	Russia-Ukraine	war	The	Russia-Ukraine	war	enters	its	third	year	in	2025	following	Russia’s	full-scale	invasion	of	Ukraine	in	February	2022.	The
invasion	was	preceded	by	Russia’s	annexation	of	Crimea	in	2014	and	the	subsequent	conflict	in	the	regions	of	Donbas	and	Luhansk.	When	the	full-scale	invasion	started	in	2022,	Russian	troops	quickly	advanced	on	Kyiv	but	were	pushed	back	by	Ukrainian	forces.	The	early	phase	of	the	war	also	included	the	siege	of	Mariupol	by	the	Sea	of	Azov,	during
which	over	90	percent	of	the	city	was	destroyed,	between	27,000	and	88,000	people	were	killed,	and	which	ended	with	Russia	seizing	control	of	the	city.	The	Russian	victory	in	Mariupol	was	an	important	part	of	Russia’s	goal	of	building	a	land-corridor	from	Crimea	to	Russia.	Ukraine	then	launched	a	counter-offensive	in	August	2022,	recovering	the
city	of	Kherson	and	much	of	the	region	of	Kharkiv,	which	it	had	lost	during	the	early	days	of	the	invasion.	Following	a	stalemate	situation	through	much	of	2023	and	marginal	Russian	gains	from	early	2024,	Ukraine	launched	an	offensive	into	the	Russian	region	of	Kursk,	showing	its	ability	to	strike	behind	Russian	defensive	lines,	thereby	putting
pressure	on	its	foe.	However,	by	mid-March	2025,	Ukraine	had	lost	most	of	the	territory	in	controlled	in	Kursk.	Through	2024	and	into	2025,	Russia	continued	to	win	more	territory,	especially	in	Donbas,	albeit	at	a	slow	pace.	However,	the	offensive	has	caused	a	significant	number	of	fatalities	for	Russia.	Exact	figures	are	hard	to	come	by	as	Russia
does	not	release	the	number	of	soldiers	killed	or	wounded.	Some	experts	have	calculated	the	number	of	fatalities	on	Russian	side	to	be	between	165,000	and	240,000,	but	it	has	been	estimated	that	more	than	500,000	soldiers	have	died	since	the	beginning	of	the	war.	On	the	Ukrainian	side,	President	Volodymyr	Zelenskyy	in	February	2025	stated	that
at	least	46,000	Ukrainian	soldiers	had	been	killed	since	the	outbreak	of	the	full-scale	war,	although	some	experts	predict	the	number	to	be	over	100,000.	In	November	2024,	Russia	struck	a	deal	with	North	Korea	on	defense	cooperation,	upon	which	North	Korean	soldiers	were	sent	to	the	front	in	Ukraine	and	Kursk,	adding	another	global	component
to	the	war.	Furthermore,	the	situation	has	changed	dramatically	since	the	Trump	administration	took	office	in	January	2025.	The	relationship	between	Trump	and	Zelenskyy	deteriorated	substantially	shortly	after	the	beginning	of	Trump’s	first	term,	when	the	U.S.	President	hinted	that	Ukraine	was	responsible	for	starting	the	war	with	Russia,	upon
which	Zelenskyy	responded	that	Trump	lives	in	a	disinformation	bubble,	for	the	U.S.	President	to	then	call	his	Ukrainian	counterpart	a	dictator.	Then,	in	a	visit	to	the	White	House	in	early	March	2025,	Zelenskyy	was	sharply	criticized	by	Trump	and	Vice	President	J.D.	Vance	in	a	heated,	live	broadcasted	meeting	in	the	Oval	Office.	Zelenskyy	had	come
to	Washington	to	sign	a	deal	securing	the	Americans	access	to	critical	minerals	in	Ukraine	but	left	without	signing	the	deal	after	the	fallout	in	the	White	House.	After	the	meeting,	the	U.S.,	a	vital	supplier	of	military	equipment	to	Ukraine,	decided	to	withhold	deliveries	of	military	aid	to	Ukraine,	and	stopped	sharing	intelligence	with	Ukraine,	which
has	been	crucial	for	the	Ukrainians	on	the	battlefield.	Additionally,	the	U.S.	and	Ukraine	have	agreed	on	the	terms	for	the	minerals	deal,	and	the	Ukrainians	have	signaled	their	readiness	to	agree	to	a	ceasefire,	upon	which	the	Americans	lifted	the	halt	of	sharing	military	intelligence.	Trump	has	tried	to	convince	Russian	President	Vladimir	Putin	to
agree	to	a	ceasefire,	but	as	of	mid-March	2025,	the	Russians	only	agreed	to	a	halt	in	attacks	on	energy	infrastructure	in	Ukraine.	Israel-Hamas	War	On	October	7,	2023,	Hamas	launched	a	terrorist	attack	on	Israel.	1,195	people	were	killed	and	about	250	more	were	taken	hostage	into	Gaza.	Following	the	attack,	Israel	launched	a	full-scale	invasion	on
the	territory	later	the	same	month.	After	over	a	year	of	nearly	constant	bombings,	most	of	the	territory’s	infrastructure,	especially	in	the	northern	part,	lies	in	ruins.	The	Gaza	Strip	is	one	of	the	most	densely	populated	areas	in	the	world.	Moreover,	a	decadeslong	blockade	of	the	Gaza	Strip	by	Israel	and	Egypt,	limiting	the	movement	of	both	goods	and
people	in	and	out	of	Gaza,	was	tightened	even	further	by	Israel	after	the	outbreak	of	the	war.	Since	the	war	erupted,	only	limited	amounts	of	electricity,	fuel,	medical	supplies,	and	food	have	been	allowed	to	enter	the	Strip,	causing	famine	conditions.	In	November	2024,	it	was	estimated	that	nearly	500,000	of	Gaza’s	two	million	inhabitants	were
experiencing	famine.	Furthermore,	more	than	48,000	people	have	been	killed	in	Gaza	since	the	outbreak	of	the	war,	according	to	the	Gaza	Health	Ministry,	a	number	that	Israel	claims	is	lower,	but	other	reports	suggest	is	a	vast	undercount.	Additionally,	nearly	all	the	territory’s	population	has	been	internally	displaced.	The	catastrophic	humanitarian
situation	in	Gaza	has	led	to	both	experts	and	human	rights	organizations	accusing	Israel	of	committing	a	genocide	against	the	Palestinians.	A	case	brought	by	South	Africa	to	the	International	Court	of	Justice	(ICJ)	accusing	Israel	of	genocide	is	running,	and	arrest	warrants	have	been	issued	by	the	International	Criminal	Court	(ICC)	against	Israeli
Prime	Minister	Bejamin	Netanyahu,	former	Defense	Minister	Yoav	Gallant;	as	well	as	Hamas	leaders	Ismail	Haniyeh,	Yahya	Sinwar,	and	Mohammed	Deif,	who	were	all	killed	by	Israel	during	the	war.	Internationally,	the	Biden	Administration	has	supported	Israel	with	military	equipment,	while	simultaneously	urging	Israel	to	improve	the	humanitarian
situation	in	Gaza.	The	Trump	administration	has	continued	the	U.S.	support,	taking	an	even	stronger	stance	with	Israel	and	against	Hamas.	Due	to	its	role	in	the	Holocaust,	Germany	is	another	supporter	and	supplier	of	Israel,	both	diplomatically	and	militarily,	although	it	has	increasingly	criticized	Israel’s	warfare	in	Gaza.	Across	most	of	the	rest	of
the	world,	Israel’s	warfare	has	received	widespread	condemnation,	and	pro-Palestinian	protests	have	taken	place	across	the	planet.	In	January	2025,	a	ceasefire	was	signed	in	Doha,	Qatar,	with	incoming	President	Donald	Trump	putting	pressure	on	Israeli	Prime	Minister	Benjamin	Netanyahu	to	strike	a	deal	with	Hamas.	The	ceasefire	outlined	the
release	of	33	of	the	remaining	hostages	in	Gaza	in	exchange	for	about	1,900	Palestinian	prisoners,	as	well	as	the	entrance	of	convoys	of	humanitarian	aid	into	Gaza.	Before	the	signing	of	the	ceasefire,	about	100	hostages	remained	in	Gaza,	with	about	30	of	these	expected	to	be	dead.	Moreover,	Israel	agreed	to	pull	out	of	the	Netzarim	Corridor,	which
had	split	the	Gaza	Strip	between	the	northern	and	southern	parts.	However,	in	March,	Israel	blocked	deliveries	of	all	electricity	and	humanitarian	aid	to	Gaza,	and	the	Israeli	Air	Force	launched	devastating	airstrikes,	ending	the	ceasefire.	Israel	puts	pressure	on	Hamas	to	extend	the	first	phase	of	the	ceasefire,	whereas	Hamas	wants	to	stick	to	the
original	plan	outlined	and	move	on	to	the	second	phase,	which	was	meant	to	lead	to	a	permanent	ceasefire.	Israel	also	claims	that	Hamas	has	used	the	first	phase	of	the	ceasefire	to	reorganize	their	troops.	In	February,	Trump	outlined	a	plan	to	resettle	the	about	two	million	people	living	in	Gaza	to	neighboring	countries	and	claimed	that	the	U.S.
should	be	responsible	for	rebuilding	the	Gaza	Strip.	The	plan	has	been	vehemently	condemned	by	the	Palestinian	Authority,	Hamas,	neighboring	countries	and	many	other	countries	alike,	but	was	welcomed	by	Israeli	Prime	Minister	Netanyahu.	The	forced	displacement	of	a	group	from	an	occupied	territory	would	fall	under	the	category	of	ethnic
cleansing	under	international	law.	The	war	has	also	impacted	the	West	Bank,	the	other	part	of	the	Palestinian	Territories.	Attacks	by	Israeli	settlers	against	Palestinians	have	increased,	and	more	settlements,	illegal	under	international	law,	have	been	established.	Moreover,	an	increasing	number	of	roadblocks	and	checkpoints	have	been	erected	in	the
territory.	After	the	ceasefire	with	Hamas	came	into	effect	in	January	2025,	Israel	launched	an	offensive	into	the	West	Bank,	displacing	more	than	40,000	people.	Moreover,	Israeli	control	of	the	territory	has	been	transferred	from	military	to	civilian	rule,	meaning	that	management	of	the	West	Bank	now	lies	in	the	hands	of	ultra-nationalist	Finance
Minister	Bezalel	Smotrich.	Some	have	called	the	increase	in	building	of	settlements	a	de-facto	annexation	of	parts	of	the	West	Bank.	Syrian	civil	war	After	years	of	a	relatively	stable	ceasefire,	in	which	the	Assad	regime	controlled	most	of	central	and	southern	Syria,	the	Hay'at	Tahrir	al-Sham	(HTS)	controlled	much	of	the	northwest,	and	the	Kurdish-
led	Syrian	Democratic	Forces	(SDF)	controlled	territories	to	the	northeast,	the	situation	escalated	in	late	2024.	Within	10	days,	HTS	quickly	won	the	cities	of	Aleppo,	Homs,	and	Hama,	before	advancing	on	Damascus,	culminating	in	the	Syrian	President	fleeing	to	Russia.	The	escalation	of	the	situation	in	Syria	must	be	seen	in	context	with	the	wider
conflict	in	the	Middle	East	and	the	Russia-Ukraine	war.	With	Hezbollah	weakened	by	an	Israeli	invasion	of	Lebanon	and	its	leader’s	assassination,	and	Iran	set	back	by	airstrikes	against	Israel	and	its	significant	financial	losses	in	regional	conflicts,	two	of	Assad’s	most	important	backers	were	weakened	and	unable	to	lend	support.	Moreover,	Russia,
who	holds	air	and	naval	bases	in	Syria,	was	unable	and	unwilling	to	support	the	falling	regime	when	having	resources	tied	down	in	Ukraine.	The	fall	of	the	Assad-regime	broke	the	so-called	Axis	of	Resistance,	spearheaded	by	Iran	and	including	the	Iraqi	government,	the	fallen	Syrian	government,	Hezbollah,	the	Houthi	militia	in	Yemen,	and	Hamas	in
Gaza.	This	dealt	a	significant	blow	to	the	regional	ambitions	of	Tehran	and	has	allowed	the	potential	realignment	of	Syria	from	Iran	to	Saudi	Arabia.	Meanwhile,	fighting	continues	in	parts	of	Syria.	Israel	has	moved	in	from	the	south,	flying	aerial	raids	on	air	bases	and	occupying	parts	of	the	demilitarized	Golan	heights,	whereas	fighting	continues
between	the	Turkish-backed	Syrian	National	Army	(SNA)	and	the	Kurdish	Syrian	Democratic	Forces	(SDF)	in	the	north.	Israel	has	underlined	its	intention	to	stay	in	Syria	for	as	long	as	necessary,	seeking	to	establish	a	demilitarized	zone	in	the	southern	part	of	the	country.	In	March	2025,	the	SDF	signed	an	agreement	with	the	new	government	in
Damascus	outlining	a	plan	to	integrate	its	forces	into	the	Syrian	Armed	Forces	by	the	end	of	the	year.	Moreover,	reports	have	emerged	of	killings	of	members	of	the	country’s	Alawite	minority,	the	group	to	which	former	President	al-Assad	belonged	to.	The	massacres	were	carried	out	by	militias	affiliated	with	the	new	government,	showing	the	fragile
situation	in	Syria.	Sudan	civil	war	Compared	to	the	wars	in	the	Middle	East	and	Ukraine,	the	civil	war	in	Sudan	has	received	comparably	little	international	attention.	Nevertheless,	the	war	has	thrown	the	country’s	population	into	a	catastrophic	humanitarian	situation.	More	than	10	million	of	the	country’s	nearly	50	million	inhabitants	are	internally
displaced,	and	nearly	1.8	million	have	fled	to	other	(mostly	neighboring)	countries.	Extensive	use	of	sexual	violence	by	both	sides	has	been	reported,	and	in	January	2025,	the	United	States	accused	the	Rapid	Support	Forces	(RSF)	of	committing	genocide	against	the	Masalit	group	in	Darfur	during	the	war	and	sanctioned	both	RSF	leader	Mohamed
‘Hemedti’	Dagalo	and	Abdel	Fattah	al-Burhan,	head	of	the	Sudanese	Armed	Forces.	Furthermore,	as	of	November	2024,	more	than	750,000	Sudanese	were	living	under	famine	conditions.	The	war	erupted	in	April	2023	when	the	paramilitary	RSF,	led	by	Hemedti,	broke	out	of	a	military	government	with	the	SAF.	After	the	RSF	quickly	gained	territory
in	the	early	phase	of	the	war,	including	taking	control	of	the	capital	Khartoum	after	heavy	fighting	there,	the	war	reached	a	more	stalemate	situation,	with	frequent	territorial	changes	and	fluid	frontlines.	The	RSF	and	its	allies	control	most	of	the	southwest,	including	Darfur,	as	of	March	2025,	whereas	the	SAF	controls	most	of	northern,	eastern,	and
southeastern	Sudan,	and	it	relocated	its	headquarters	to	Port	Sudan	after	losing	Khartoum	in	the	early	stage	of	the	war.	In	an	offensive	in	early	2025,	the	SAF	regained	much	of	the	capital,	signaling	a	possible	change	in	the	balance	of	the	war.	The	Army	has	relied	on	a	group	of	various	militias	to	counter	RSF	in	the	war,	and	the	large	number	of	armed
factions	could	potentially	become	a	problem	for	a	future	Sudanese	government.	Experts	are	worried	about	the	way	ahead,	with	neither	side	receiving	widespread	public	support	after	a	brutal	civil	war,	and	civil	society,	which	played	an	important	role	in	ousting	long-ruling	leader	Omar	al-Bashir	in	2019,	in	ruins.	Some	experts	fear	that	the	current
situation	will	be	cemented	for	years,	with	the	SAF	and	the	RSF	controlling	different	parts	of	Sudan.	The	current	situation	is	kept	alive	by	the	two	factions’	international	supporters.	The	SAF’s	most	important	backer	is	Egypt,	which	sees	the	SAF	as	the	nearest	ally	in	the	country,	particularly	in	a	dispute	with	Ethiopia	over	the	Grand	Ethiopian
Renaissance	Dam	on	the	Blue	Nile.	On	the	other	side,	the	United	Nations	and	other	organizations	have	found	evidence	of	weapons	from	the	United	Arab	Emirates	floating	via	Chad	to	the	RSF,	which	the	UAE	denies.	The	UAE	has	interests	in	gold	mines	in	the	country	but	also	seeks	to	build	a	port	on	the	Red	Sea.	Meanwhile,	Saudi	Arabia,	with	ties	to
both	sides,	has	been	trying	to	mediate	a	peace	agreement,	but	without	much	success.	Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo	The	situation	in	eastern	Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo	(DRC)	escalated	in	early	2025,	when	the	rebel	group	M23	took	control	of	Goma	and	later	Bukavu,	the	two	largest	cities	in	eastern	DRC	and	the	capitals	of	North	Kivu	and
South	Kivu,	respectively,	two	regions	bordering	Rwanda.	In	2021,	the	rebel	group	M23,	which	had	been	formed	in	2012,	re-emerged	and	seized	territories	in	eastern	DRC.	UN	investigations	have	found	that	the	group,	mainly	comprised	of	Congolese	Tutsis	but	part	of	the	broader	Congo	River	Alliance,	is	backed	both	politically	and	militarily	by
Rwanda,	and	intelligence	experts	have	found	evidence	that	soldiers	from	the	Rwandan	Defense	Forces	(RDF)	are	in	DRC.	The	Rwandan	government	denies	both	backing	the	M23	and	having	soldiers	in	DRC,	but	in	an	interview	with	CNN	in	February,	Rwandan	President	Paul	Kagame	said	he	did	not	know	whether	Rwandan	soldiers	were	in	DRC.	The
conflict	in	eastern	DRC	has	its	roots	in	the	First	and	Second	Congo	Wars,	which	erupted	in	the	aftermath	of	the	Rwandan	genocide	in	1994.	Many	Hutus,	including	some	of	those	responsible	for	it,	fled	from	Rwanda	to	eastern	DRC	after	the	genocide.	A	variety	of	Hutu	militias	are	active	in	eastern	DRC	today,	most	prominently	the	Democratic	Forces
for	the	Liberation	of	Rwanda	(FDLR),	and	Rwanda	has	been	trying	to	limit	the	power	of	Hutu	rebels	since	the	Second	Congo	War	ended	in	2003.	The	Tutsi-dominated	government	in	Kigali	fear	the	Hutu	rebels	will	launch	an	attack	on	it.	Moreover,	fighting	is	partly	for	control	of	mining	industries,	as	the	DRC	is	among	the	top	global	producers	of
copper,	cobalt,	diamonds,	and	tantalum,	among	others.	The	decadeslong	fighting	in	eastern	DRC	has	created	a	dire	humanitarian	situation,	with	the	country	now	having	the	third	highest	number	of	internally	displaced	people	(IDPs)	worldwide.	Reports	have	emerged	of	various	war	parties	using	sexual	violence	and	rape	as	a	weapon,	and	M23	has	been
accused	of	committing	war	crimes,	including	sexual	violence	and	executing	children.	In	the	euphoria	of	its	victories	in	Goma	and	Bukavu	in	early	2025,	M23	reiterated	its	ambition	to	march	all	the	way	to	Kinshasa,	the	capital	of	the	DRC	located	in	the	west	of	the	country.	A	more	realistic	scenario	could	be	that	the	group	tries	to	establish	a	buffer	zone
between	Rwanda	and	the	rest	of	the	DRC,	meaning	that	the	two	countries	would	not	share	a	direct	border	with	each	other.	Efforts	have	been	made	at	establishing	peace	talks,	but	so	far	without	success,	and	M23	withdrew	from	planned	talks	in	Angola	in	March.	Sanctions	have	been	imposed	by	the	EU	against	Rwanda	over	its	alleged	backing	of	the
rebels,	and	Rwanda	cut	diplomatic	relations	with	Belgium,	who	had	called	for	the	sanctions,	in	response.	Insurgencies	in	Sub-Saharan	Africa	In	West	Africa,	various	Islamist	groups	are	active	in	Niger,	Mali,	and	Burkina	Faso,	including	the	Jama’at	Nusrat	al-Islam	wal-Muslimin	(JNIM)	and	the	Islamic	State,	with	14	percent	of	Mali’s	population	exposed
to	conflict.	All	three	countries	have	seen	military	coup	d’etats	over	the	past	five	years,	as	part	of	the	coup	belt	that	stretches	across	West	Africa,	Central	Africa,	and	the	Sahel,	with	the	new	rulers	cooperating	with	the	Russian	mercenary	group	Wagner	to	fight	the	insurgents,	but	they	have	not	been	able	to	stabilize	the	countries	so	far.	Experts	fear	that
terrorist	activity	will	spread	to	other	countries	in	the	region,	such	as	Ghana,	Cote	d’Ivoire,	and	Benin.	Meanwhile,	the	new	leaders	in	Mali,	Niger,	and	Burkina	Faso	have	turned	on	the	former	colonial	power	France	as	well	as	the	U.S.,	expelling	soldiers	that	were	based	there,	signalling	a	major	shift	in	approach	toward	the	West.	Elsewhere,	northern
Nigeria	has	been	plagued	by	Islamist	groups	such	as	Boko	Haram	and	the	IS,	as	well	as	by	bandit	groups.	The	Nigerian	military	has	been	unable	to	enforce	security	in	the	region,	their	brutal	tactics	often	making	matters	worse.	Furthermore,	the	Cameroonian	Army	is	fighting	anglophone	separatists	in	the	northwest	of	the	country,	displacing	over
700,000	people.	The	IS	has	also	been	active	in	northeastern	Mozambique,	where	they	have	been	fighting	government	forces	since	2017.	Additionally,	the	country	has	been	in	turmoil	after	a	disputed	general	election	in	October	2024.	Demonstrations	against	the	election	result	have	been	brutally	suppressed	by	the	state,	with	at	least	250	reported	dead.
Daniel	Chapo	of	the	FRELIMO	party,	a	party	that	has	ruled	the	country	since	its	independence	from	Portugal	in	1975,	was	declared	winner	of	the	election.	Elsewhere,	in	Somalia,	Al-Shabaab	continues	to	wreak	havoc,	with	the	country	topping	the	Fragile	States	Index.	Myanmar	civil	war	The	civil	war	in	Myanmar	erupted	in	2021,	when	the	military
junta,	the	so-called	Tatmadaw,	took	power	in	a	coup	d’etat.	As	a	response,	existing	insurgencies	escalated	significantly,	with	the	exiled	National	Unity	Government	(NUG)	backing	the	opposition	fighters.	The	Myanmar	civil	war	is	deemed	as	the	most	fragmented	worldwide,	with	a	large	range	of	militias	involved	in	the	fight	against	the	junta.	Insurgent
groups	gained	much	ground	in	2023,	for	instance,	the	Three	Brotherhood	Alliance	in	the	northern	Shan	State,	the	Arakan	Army	in	the	Rakhine	State	in	the	west,	the	Kachin	Independence	Army	in	Kachin,	and	the	Chinland	Defense	Forces	in	the	western	Chin	State.	However,	midway	through	2024,	China	supported	the	junta	with	military	airplanes,
fearing	the	consequences	if	the	current	regime	were	to	collapse.	While	Beijing	views	the	military	junta	with	skepticism,	it	fears	a	Myanmar	state	collapse	even	more,	and	it	sees	the	NUG	as	pro-western.	Despite	the	Chinese	support	for	the	government,	the	situation	in	Myanmar	remains	fragmented,	with	regime	forces	on	the	back	foot	on	many	fronts.
The	junta	leader,	Min	Aung	Hlaing,	has	hinted	at	holding	elections	in	2025,	but	many	question	how	a	free	and	fair	election	could	be	held	in	the	current	situation.	The	civil	war	has	caused	a	dire	humanitarian	situation,	with	over	three	million	people	internally	displaced.	The	military	junta	has	been	bombing	areas	controlled	by	opposition	forces,
including	civilian	areas,	both	as	a	measure	of	punishment	and	deterrence.	Additionally,	reports	of	torture,	mutilations,	live	burnings,	and	sexual	violence	by	the	military	regime	have	emerged.	Simultaneously,	Myanmar’s	economy	is	severely	damaged	after	over	three	years	of	fighting,	with	an	economic	decline	of	over	10	percent	in	2021,	throwing
more	than	half	of	the	country’s	population	into	poverty.	The	poor	economic	conditions	have	fueled	human	trafficking	of	people	being	forced	to	work	in	the	country’s	many	online	scam	centers,	and	some	have	even	turned	to	selling	their	organs.	Taiwan	and	the	South	China	Sea	Tensions	are	rising	around	the	status	of	Taiwan,	which	the	People’s
Republic	of	China	(mainland	China)	sees	as	a	part	of	its	territory.	China	aims	to	reunify	Taiwan	with	mainland	China,	if	necessary,	by	force	and	has	increased	its	military	activity	around	the	island	in	recent	years,	particularly	after	the	election	of	Taiwanese	President	William	Lai	in	2024.	Lai	has	been	more	outspoken	on	the	islands’	autonomy	than	his
predecessors,	which	has	unnerved	the	Chinese	government.	For	decades,	the	United	States	has	backed	Taiwan	with	military	equipment,	thereby	seeking	to	deter	Chinese	aggression.	However,	it	is	unclear	whether	the	U.S.	would	back	Taiwan	if	a	war	should	break	out,	and	Donald	Trump	has	sent	mixed	signals,	from	promising	support	to	demanding
higher	military	spending	from	Taiwan.	Should	China	invade	Taiwan,	this	could	have	devastating	consequences	for	the	global	economy.	Taiwan	is	a	major	producer	of	semiconductors,	and	if	the	U.S.	were	to	get	involved,	the	two	largest	economies	worldwide	would	be	at	war	with	each	other.	The	situation	in	the	South	China	Sea	is	also	perilous.
Tensions	have	arisen	around	disputed	reefs	and	atolls	between	China	and	other	countries	in	the	region,	most	notably	the	Philippines.	Coastguard	ships	from	China	and	the	Philippines	have	collided	near	atolls	to	which	both	states	lay	territorial	claim.	China	has	also	been	accused	of	attacking	Filipino	fishing	vessels,	whereas	Beijing	accuses	the
Philippines	of	violating	Chinese	territory.	As	a	response,	Philippine	President	Ferdinand	Marcos	Jr.	has	deepened	military	cooperation	with	the	U.S.,	granting	the	U.S.	access	to	more	military	bases.	The	Chinese	government	accuses	Manila	and	Washington	of	increasing	tensions	in	the	region	through	their	actions.	Haiti	Haiti	has	been	plagued	by
political	instability,	civil	disorder,	and	gang	violence	for	decades,	but	the	situation	has	escalated	dramatically	in	the	2020s.	In	2021,	President	Jovenel	Moïse	was	assassinated,	after	which	the	unpopular	Prime	Minister	Ariel	Henry	took	power.	In	the	power	vacuum	that	arose	following	Moïse’s	assassination,	gangs	took	control	of	much	of	the	Caribbean
country,	including	about	85	percent	of	the	capital	Port-au-Prince	by	late	2024.	Henry	was	forced	to	resign	after	his	plane	was	not	granted	access	to	land	in	Haiti	after	he	had	been	in	Nairobi	to	negotiate	the	deployment	of	a	Kenyan	police	force	under	UN-mandate	in	the	country.	In	the	same	process,	the	gang	GS9	Family	and	Allies,	headed	by	the
former	police	officer	Jimmy	‘Barbecue’	Cherizier,	stormed	two	of	the	largest	prisons,	freeing	nearly	5,000	inmates.	In	June	2024,	the	Kenyan	police	force	that	Henry	had	negotiated	was	deployed	in	Haiti,	financed	mostly	by	the	U.S..	However,	it	consists	of	only	400	officers,	significantly	less	than	the	planned	2,500,	and	it	lacks	equipment.	Meanwhile,
the	two	main	gangs	in	the	country,	previously	rivals,	joined	forces	to	fight	the	UN-mandated	Kenyan	police	force	and	government	forces.	Amid	all	this,	the	Haitian	population	pays	the	price.	The	economy	is	shattered,	close	to	600,000	are	internally	displaced,	1.6	million	are	in	immediate	need	of	food,	and	the	number	of	Haitians	emigrating	to	the	U.S.
has	risen	sharply.	Additionally,	neighboring	Dominican	Republic	has	increased	its	border	controls,	and	many	Haitians	have	been	deported.	In	December	2024,	gang	members	killed	nearly	200	elderly	voodoo-practitioners	after	a	gang	leader	accused	one	of	them	of	having	poisoned	his	son.	This	is	just	one	example	of	the	brutal	violence	under	which
civilians	in	Haiti	are	suffering.	Due	to	the	chaos	and	violence,	the	current	transitional	government	has	called	for	a	full	UN	peacekeeping	mission	to	be	deployed	to	Haiti,	but	Russia	and	China	oppose	this,	arguing	that	a	plan	for	a	political	solution	to	the	conflict	is	lacking.	Number	of	conflicts	worldwide	classified	as	wars	22	Least	peaceful	country
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Korea	from	2009	to	2024	(in	millions)	Premium	Statistic	Gross	domestic	product	(GDP)	per	capita	in	the	Arab	world	2023	Gross	domestic	product	(GDP)	per	capita	in	the	Arab	world	2023Arab	world:	Gross	domestic	product	(GDP)	per	capita	in	current	prices	in	2023	(in	U.S.	dollars),	by	country	Premium	Statistic	Inflation	rate	in	the	countries	of	the
Arab	world	2023	Inflation	rate	in	the	countries	of	the	Arab	world	2023Arab	world:	Inflation	rate	in	2023	(compared	to	the	previous	year),	by	country	Taxes	imposed	on	imported	or	exported	goods,	otherwise	called	tariffs,	have	been	central	to	U.S.	trade	policy	since	the	Constitution	came	into	effect	in	1789.	While	originally	intended	to	protect	domestic
industries	and	generate	revenue,	today	they	are	often	employed	as	economic	and	political	tools	to	influence	trade	relationships.	In	recent	years,	U.S.	tariffs	have	held	particular	significance	in	trade	disputes,	primarily	with	China.	Under	the	first	Trump	administration,	the	U.S.	imposed	tariffs	on	billions	of	dollars'	worth	of	Chinese	goods,	prompting
retaliatory	tariffs	on	American	products.	By	the	end	of	2024,	American	importers	had	paid	over	260	billion	U.S.	dollars	in	trade	war	duties.	In	the	early	months	of	his	presidency,	President	Trump	unveiled	an	aggressive	trade	agenda	centered	on	sweeping	tariffs	aimed	at	reshaping	U.S.	trade	relationships.	His	proposals	included	a	universal	10	percent
baseline	tariff	on	all	imports,	projected	to	generate	an	estimated	2.95	trillion	U.S.	dollars	in	revenue.	However,	in	early	April,	President	Trump	made	an	executive	order	to	implement	new,	widespread	tariffs	across	more	than	100	countries	in	what	he	called	“Liberation	Day”.	In	addition	to	the	baseline	tariffs,	Trump	also	announced	specific	tariffs	on	a
number	of	important	trading	partners,	such	as	the	European	Union,	China,	and	Vietnam,	which	account	for	over	40	percent	of	all	U.S.	imports.	Shortly	after,	Trump	announced	a	90-day	suspension	of	the	newly	introduced	tariffs.	However,	the	heightened	tariffs	on	Chinese	goods	remained	in	place,	resulting	in	China	imposing	counter-tariffs	on	a	range
of	American	exports,	including	coal,	liquefied	natural	gas,	machinery,	and	large	motor	vehicles.	As	it	stands,	many	essential	imports,	such	as	medical	equipment,	raw	materials,	and	consumer	goods,	enter	the	U.S.	tariff-free	or	at	very	low	rates.	Trump’s	proposed	tariffs	on	all	imports	would	result	in	a	sharp	increase	in	the	overall	tariff	burden	due	to
previously	duty-free	goods	being	taxed	and	would	have	serious	repercussions	on	businesses,	consumer	prices,	American	industries	and	supply	chains.	For	example,	tariffs	on	steel	and	aluminum	can	raise	production	costs	for	U.S.	manufacturers,	which	could	then	lead	to	increased	prices	for	automobiles,	appliances,	and	construction	projects.	In
anticipation	of	these	potential	price	increases,	over	a	quarter	of	Americans	planned	to	make	certain	purchases	in	2025.	Shifting	North	American	trade	dynamics	Trade	between	the	U.S.,	Mexico,	and	Canada	is	deeply	connected,	with	the	United	States-Mexico-Canada	Agreement	(USMCA)	facilitating	high	volumes	of	trade	across	North	America.	The
U.S.	and	Mexico’s	trade	relationship	has	done	nothing	more	than	increase	in	the	past	two	decades.	In	fact,	the	total	trade	value	of	goods	between	the	two	countries	has	almost	tripled	from	2004	to	2023,	reaching	almost	800	billion	dollars.	Interestingly,	while	Mexico	led	in	overall	import	value,	Canada	demonstrated	its	importance	as	the	primary
import	partner	for	23	U.S.	states	in	2024.	The	total	value	of	U.S.	trade	in	goods	with	Canada	reached	an	impressive	774	billion	U.S.	dollars	in	2022,	421.1	billion	of	which	were	imports.	A	trade	deal	originally	designed	to	facilitate	free	trade	among	North	American	countries,	Trump’s	proposed	tariffs	would	directly	conflict	with	the	USMCA.	A	broad
tariff	would	override	certain	conditions	and	potentially	violate	the	agreement,	as	well	give	rise	to	retaliatory	tariffs	from	Mexico	and	Canada.	The	U.S.	automobile	industry,	for	example,	relies	heavily	on	supply	chains	across	all	three	countries	and	would	be	particularly	impacted	if	tariffs	were	imposed.	The	ripple	effect	tariffs	create	extends	beyond
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to	help.	Choose	a	region:	With	an	area	of	approximately	7.7	million	square	kilometers,	Australia	is	the	sixth	largest	country	in	the	world,	but	its	relatively	small	population	of	just	27	million	people	means	it	is	also	one	of	the	most	sparsely	populated.	Australia	has	one	of	the	world's	largest	economies,	and	is	a	major	economic	and	geopolitical	power	in
the	Asia-Pacific	region.	With	one	of	the	highest	GDPs	per	capita	and	measures	very	highly	in	most	metrics	for	living	quality,	which	means	its	inhabitants	enjoy	some	of	the	highest	living	standards	in	the	world,	and	this	also	makes	it	an	attractive	destination	for	migrants.	Australia	has	been	inhabited	by	its	aboriginal	population	for	thousands	of	years,
however,	the	majority	of	its	population	today	have	European	ancestry.	Europeans	first	made	contact	with	the	island	as	early	as	1606,	and	increased	colonization	from	the	19th	century	saw	ethnic	Europeans	become	the	majority,	as	much	of	the	aboriginal	population	was	wiped	out	through	conflict,	smallpox,	and	other	diseases.	The	continent's
mainland	was	claimed	by	the	British	Empire	in	1826,	and	inward	expansion	in	the	middle	of	the	century	resulted	in	the	discovery	of	abundant	natural	resources,	such	as	gold,	which	then	led	to	waves	of	migration	from	Asia.	Australia	changed	its	status	to	a	British	dominion	in	1901,	the	same	year	it	implemented	its	White	Australia	Policy,	restricting
non-white	migration	and	cementing	ethnic-European	dominance	in	Australian	politics	and	society.	A	dispute	over	whether	Melbourne	or	Sydney	should	be	named	as	the	nations	capital	eventually	resulted	in	a	compromise,	where	a	new	city,	Canberra,	was	purpose	built	for	the	role	by	1913.	Australia	became	independent	in	1931	but	remains	a	part	of
the	British	Commonwealth	to	this	day.	It	fought	on	the	side	of	the	Allies	in	both	World	Wars,	and	the	Second	World	War	in	particular	left	a	lasting	legacy	on	the	country’s	population,	economy,	and	foreign	policy.	In	the	second	half	of	the	20th	century,	Australia	became	one	of	the	world’s	leading	industrial	economies,	and	developed	strong	trading	ties
with	its	Pacific	neighbors	and	the	U.S.,	while	maintaining	its	connection	with	its	traditional	partners	in	Europe.	The	White	Australia	Policy	was	gradually	dismantled	by	1973,	which	resulted	in	increased	migration	from	other	parts	of	the	Asia-Pacific	region,	and	the	population	has	diversified	significantly	since	then.	Demographics	Australia’s	population
is	largely	concentrated	around	the	coast,	especially	the	east	and	southeast,	and	over	86	percent	of	the	population	live	in	urban	areas.	For	most	of	recent	history,	Sydney	has	been	the	largest	city	in	Australia,	although	Melbourne	has	grown	very	close	in	size	in	recent	years.	The	largest	foreign	population	in	Australia	is	from	England,	at	almost	one
million	people,	largely	due	to	the	wave	of	migration	from	Britain	and	Ireland	in	the	post-WWII	era.	Migrants	from	India	and	China	respectively	make	up	the	second	and	third	largest	foreign	populations	in	Australia,	and	migration	from	Asia	in	general	has	increased	significantly	in	recent	decades.	Australia’s	crude	birth	rate	has	been	falling	consistently



over	recent	decades,	however	it	is	still	almost	double	its	death	rate,	which	gives	Australia	one	of	the	highest	natural	population	growth	rates	of	any	high-income	country.	Due	to	high	rates	of	net	migration,	Australia	also	has	high	overall	population	growth,	and	this	is	set	to	continue	well	into	the	century.	Economics	Australia	has	one	of	the	world’s
largest	economies,	with	a	GDP	of	1.7	trillion	U.S.	dollars.	Classified	as	an	advanced	economy	by	the	IMF,	Australia	ranks	second	(behind	the	U.S)	in	terms	of	GDP	per	capita	when	compared	with	other	G20	members.	The	COVID-19	pandemic	brought	about	Australia’s	first	recession	in	almost	three	decades;	Australia	avoided	a	national	recession
during	the	global	financial	crisis	in	2008	due	to	its	strong	mining	industry	and	stimulus	initiatives.	Although	the	mining	industry	is	slowly	declining,	the	export	of	raw	materials	continues	to	make	up	the	majority	of	Australian	exports,	while	fuels	and	vehicles	or	machinery	are	the	largest	imports.	Australia	is	a	net	exporter	of	goods,	and	its	most
important	trading	partner	is	China.	Politics	Australia	is	divided	into	six	states,	three	internal	territories,	and	seven	overseas	territories.	It	uses	a	federal	parliamentary	system	of	government,	while	being	a	constitutional	monarchy.	The	government	is	led	by	the	Prime	Minister,	who	is	typically	the	leader	of	the	party	or	coalition	with	the	most	seats	in
the	House	of	Representatives.	The	monarch,	Queen	Elizabeth	II,	is	represented	by	the	governor-general;	who	performs	a	similar	role	in	Australia	to	the	Queen’s	role	in	the	UK.	The	most	recent	federal	election	in	Australia	was	in	2022,	and	was	won	by	the	Labor	Party,	with	Anthony	Albanese	as	Prime	Minister.	Since	the	2019	election,	Australia	was	hit
by	a	series	of	severe	wildfires	and	comparatively	late	waves	of	the	coronavirus	pandemic;	both	factors	had	dented	public	trust	in	both	the	government	and	Prime	Minister,	contributing	to	the	voters'	swing	toward	Labor.


