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Reddit uses cookies and other tech to give you a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of them to deliver and maintain our services, improve Reddit's quality, personalize content and ads, and measure ad effectiveness. If you reject non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain ones for platform functionality. For more
info, see our Cookie Notice and Privacy Policy. We're celebrating Frosthaven's launch on Kickstarter by doing class overviews of the six starting classes. Before writing these, we're playtesting the classes in the Frosthaven Demo on Tabletop Simulator, focusing on level 1 cards for each class. Our fourth overview is for the Banner Spear, a new and
interesting class that requires spatial awareness, summon manipulation, communication, and teamwork with allies. It shares similarities with an unlockable Gloomhaven class, but we won't compare them to avoid spoilers. The Banner Spear is both tanking and damage dealing, offering decent access to ranged attacks. Its core mechanic involves using
ally positions on the board for ability card execution, much like the Scoundrel in Gloomhaven, but taking it further with hex diagrams indicating necessary positions. These layouts now include green hexes requiring an ally, adding a new layer of strategy and teamplay. That green hex is required to use an ability card, meaning better results are usually
achieved with more setup, which can be unpredictable like Gloomhaven's encounters. During my playtesting with a 2-player party, I'd plan how to position things for an ability card and end up defaulting to using the top Attack 2 instead if it didn't work out. However, with a 4-player group including summons, positioning opportunities will increase. As
Banner Spear levels up, its abilities become more powerful and require precise positioning. New cards will help make this easier. The Banner Spear's starting options feature six cards requiring an ally's position, some are simpler than others. It can be used as a tank with Unbreakable Wall, giving it Shield 1 but reducing range attacks. This setup
allows allies to surround the Banner Spear without taking damage. Another key card is All Costs, which lets players control a summon to achieve positional requirements without randomness. However, this summon is weak and not long-lasting. The Banner Spear also has solid ranged attack options like Deflecting Maneuver and Set for the Charge.
The perk options are mostly solid but not surprising. As you level up, more abilities become available with positioning requirements, making it even more important to plan ahead. To quickly replace negative cards with positive ones, additional Shield options can be very useful, while Piercing options are particularly effective against enemies with high
Shield values. The main challenge of this class lies in consistently meeting positional requirements, which depends on team cooperation or summon survival. Alternatively, focusing on tanking build aspects and eliminating difficult positional cards to add damage dealing and tanking options can make the class more manageable. The Banner Spear
class is challenging but fun to play, with a satisfying feeling when requirements are met. However, Reddit's use of cookies and similar technologies requires acceptance to provide a better experience, improve quality, personalize content, and measure advertising effectiveness, as outlined in their Cookie Notice and Privacy Policy.
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